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To the Worſhipful his much Honoured Friehd, 
Rowland Hunt of Boare-Eatton 
In the County of Salop, Eſquire, 


And to the Virtuous and truly Religi- 
OUS Lacy Frances Paughter to the Right 
J 


Honourable the Lord Pager, his Pious Conſort, 


E. B. Wiſheth Encreaſe of Grace here , and Glory 


hercafter. 


- 


Sir, and Madam, 


ariſe upon this my undertaking, in which 


| Foreſee there may twoor three queſtions 


you may delire ſatisfaction ; the firſt may 
be, why Iwrite atall? the ſecond, why I » 
write on this ſubjeA® and the laſt, why Ipree 


fix your, Names to what I write ? To- theſe .I 
ſhall anſwer in order ; For the firſt , though 
I hope Gods glory and the publique good, be 
chiefly intended, yet my own fatisfaQtion 15 


alſo included; fori being ſet apart in my Edu- 


cation for the work of the Miniſtry , and de- 


dicated thereunto in my Ordination ; and. 


though I have but one talent, T would not 
have it wrapt in a napkin, when an account 
is required how I "_ employed it, leſt Ibe 
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4 found ſpeechleſs ; Adledns fit gut Citharedus ef 


_ *excellent, .and therefore thought ir my du- 
' ty what howrs Icould ſpare from my ſecular 


[ ployed for the good of fouls : as for your ſe- 


 xvhar Ido is but Alcinoo pomo dare; or in Our 
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fe xon'poteſt, a, man may be uſeful that is fot 


employmerits, ſhoutd be rhproved, and emi-ſf 


cond demand, why Twrite upon this ſubjeQ, 
ſeeing fo rhany have. gone befote me, and 


Engliſh diaſe*}, to light 4 candle when the 
ſun ſhines , or bring eoalsto Newcaſtle ? to this 


Tanſwer, if this lefſoti be {© well taught, it is 


a ſhame it is rio better learnt : I fear thefe 1s 
not one of ten artiongft Chriſtians, but are 
guilty of the neglect of this profitable duty, 
which TI ſuppoſe would bring the foul more 


'real beriefit , then many litigious controver- 


fies about the modes and circumſtances of 


worſhip, about which many argue themſelves 


not only out of Charity , but out of their 


*Chriſtiatiity , atid loſeShe ſubſtance , while 


they ſtrive about the ſhadow , and nll their 
heads with notions, rather then their hearts 
with graces: Iconceive it 1s regl communion 
with Chriſt, and the life of faith; that makes 


the ſoil fatand flouriſhing , and Trthink that 
- meditation doth conduce as-much to this as a- 


ny duty whatſoever : prayer.I know brings 


in ſupplys from heaven, and ſo doth this ; 
"ard theſe two uſually are concomitant, and 
| where the one. is negleQed,, the other is ſel- 


dome 
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tots well performed : Medization-like, the 
ee :fetches honey both from flowers and - / 
weeds ;- yea g this divine Alchymiſt extracts - | 

.gold out of the courſeſt Mettles, and is the 
| true Philoſophers ftone- that turns all into 


gold;and gold it ſelf into a ſpiritual ſubſtance; 


thoſe books which reduce religion into pra- _ 
Qice-( which-in-our days lyes mych in the- 
theorick ) and ſerve to reconcile the head and 


the heart, and maintain the vitals of religion; 
and the power of godlineſs, and further our 


great deſigne for heaven, ſhould be well ſtudj« 


ed, and of them 1 think fore no ſore : By this 
heayenly art of divine meditation , wiſdome 
may be extrated out of folly, as Solomon gain- 
ed inſtruction by beholding the field of the 
ſluggard, Pro. 24. 30: &c. and doubtleſs man 
was 90r plac't in the world as Zeviathan in the 
Sea, toplay therein ;. hor indowed with ſo 
many. excellett faculties ro be like bruit 
beaſts ; only idle {peCtatours of the works 


of God ; The uſe of reaſon doubtleſs was - 


given for an higher end, to help us to yiew 
the Creator in the glaſs of the: creature, and 


every. thing lends a helping hand to a wil- 
ling minde 1n this work3 There 1s no man * 


ſo buſy if not ſinfully employed , but ma 


finde ſome time every day to converſe with 
. God, and now and then .make a journey. 


to heaven, and view thoſe Czleſtial manſt+ 


ons prepared fox thoſe that love God ; There 
2 7 3. Os 


| 
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s none {0 duſl-witted-, if honeſt hearted, 


but may learf! ome profitable leſſons in na- 
cures fchool ; the Jeaſt worm or gnat, or 
Jeafof a tree, will point out God, -to an ob- 
ſervant: Chriſtian : That ' Meditation is a 
Chriſtian duty 3 none that pretend to religion 
or to reaſon it Telf, will deny, and that to 
meditate upon Gods works as well as his 


word, is our duty, is evident ; God ſome- | 


times ſends us to the oxe, and aſs, tolearn 
our duty, F/ay. 1. 3. fometimes to fowls of 
heaven, the ſtork, the crane, and the ſwal- 
low, Zr. 8,4. Tometimes to the piſmire or 
ant, thoſe deſpicable inſeAs, Pro. 6. 6. and 


30. 25. and all to fearn our duty; David 


earned humility by beholdins the moon 


| and the Rats, Pfal. 8.3, 4, and Chriſt groutids 


many of his excellent fermons upon the va- 
rI0us occurrences that dayly fell out, 'as we 
ſee in the parable of the ſower and the 
ſeed, the tares of the field, and the draw- 
net caft into the Sea, the leaven, the nu- 
ftard feed, the fruitleſs figtree, and many 0- 
thers': what heavenly uſe doth he make of 


earthly-things ,\ and all this is for our imi-- 


tation, that by this means we may of theſe 
earthly materials frame to our ſelves a_#:- 
#bbs ladder to aſcend to heaven ; for all thoſe 
vifibles will mount us up to beholde inviſi- 


bis, and give us 4 Piſeah ſight of the hea- 


renly Camazn, even of thoſe things within 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the vail: And that ſoul that hath. this heq- - 
venly art, can ſet it ſelf on work, and peed 
not be idle or ill. imployed, for time will ©: 
a! fail.us, and death. ſurprize us , before we | 

can have ſearched natures garden from end + 


& - ad. wo 


p to end, or -gathered hony trom the ſeverat *' 
» || fowers: here we may walk at liberty, and ' 
is | PP What flowers we pleaſe, and _no mag 
| is damniked thereby in other. reſpets our 
- | bounds are ſet, hitherto may we go and 


;& || 20 further , but in this we have an uali- 
\. | mitted circuit : en & mum, which hath - 
ſet the world in a flame, hinders not 1a +* '! 
7 || this caſe, the poor, here hath as much I& _ 
7 | berty. as) the rich, and the ſervant as. his 
maſter, for with the Bee we may ſuck ſweet- 


- || nels from our neighbours fields and flowers, 
. without his leave or licence , and feed up- 
e | 29 his paiture without any dammage to him ; 
-» | Tis true in theſe my meditations I bave 


contented my {elf with a- ſmall plot, and 
_ || but ſeldome paſt the bounds of a: garden 
| ororchard, but had the publiſhing of it heem_ | 
e || deligned at the firſt, I ſhould not have thy” |; 
| <d up imy felt in ſo ſhort a lether, when |! 
- || the whole creation. lay befare me ; The . 

book of the creature Rtands open to us, and _ , 
God may be reed in every line of _it 4 9+ - |; 
therwiſe why doth God diſcover to uz the 
ſtate of the fallen. angels, and. of-the rich 
glutton, and the ſtate of the damned, if no 
- ; profitable 
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| ptofitable ule could be made of it-: no place: 


' 1s {o barren as a barren heart, each dead 


tree will yield ſome fruit to-us, if the ſoul 


be not dead -:+I have pluckr here and there 


| a flower, as others have done bctore me,: 
' and he that comes after -us may -finde as 


| good as any we have gotten: Thoſe I have 
gathered are rather to comfort the heart, 
then to pleaſe the fancy , rather to benefit 
\the loul with their vertue, then to plcate the 
eye with their beauty 5 their nature (1f I 


' Miſtake them not /) is to draw the heart and 
- affetions to God, and cool and deadden 
it to the world and fin ; But a gracious 
| heart is then required to make the extrati- 
-on, for jf-it be mixt with the dregs of hy- 


pocriſy it will prove uſeleſs : The hypo» 
crite-like a puppet in a-play, may counter- 


feit mans ſhape and geſtures, yea, like a 


parrat his voice, when he underſtends not 


” what he faith or doth, yea, ſuch a one 


mars all he ſets his hands to 5 but a good 


man hath an holy heart, as well as a holy 
f —_— and this wall prove a gun 
Ora 


nance to ſuch a man ; this will raiſe 
up the heart to heaven , which is one of 
aur {ureſt evidences for - heaven 3 If any 


/ yet pleade, there are too 'many books on 


this ſubje& extant already, the more ſhame 
for us thea thar: the duty is fo much neg- 
kted, that is nos ſufficiently taught, chat 


* 


>a 1 my + OO tw = rob yg we 4: «a> $$ nk oo fftarmoes ain dots. -. _ 


s$ *% UT ou rd po of FF 8 Uo Wo ww Y js Wau WW 


4 


rw —_ 


> 


el . JS. 6... 
a TR 2x 


«the 


(998 -%Y ww U. FT © 4 


_ _ OO oo R_ 
H— — — — I — 


The Jo Safi Dedjbanly 


is nor ſufficiently learnt,” 4hid | 1 fear thoſs A 


thar are readieft to make the objeRtion; are 
not the moſt' conſtientious in the perfor- 
mance'of the duty ''* There are many that 
make conſcience of morning and 'evenin 
prayers in their families; that Tpend lirtle 


tine in this dury; © i”any quarrel” at the 


language theſe meditations ſpeak, ler ther 
know, my defigne is, to make men live bet- 
ter, and/mot' to make” them” ſpealk berter'”s 
if they ſpeak the language of Canaan they 
will be —_— be. T, Su arte1 
will 'be 6wned b Rs thar had "tarheb' be 
fd then' ttrarecds it 'ts a diftergperett” fto- 
mack that. muſt be fed with Kkickſh yy, truth 
looks beft'in' 'the Phaineft dreſs, tn Yi bp: . 
mond needs no-p painttn 'Oia rrita off 
'3nd'/plaiir ſence 1s Re 


#4; beſt wot fs 
of ati}- Tine heart:” Ti {forty rhe ing 


why -w tr. his ſiibjeRt: is, not. t9 
pleaſt- nuns etoſs] *-or ſatisfy” fqueaty ſto- 
res 2. 
5 e eſſe - nex E urys a 
md ih | jor ello, ret oh 
"Ay Fore fat ents Gerthintls, why Tprx- 
Re you nagestoit, I chink thete”arte none 
noob _ thin and' me; and 'm ka. 
Nor z- that 'need ftur 
its 5: Bi P Nhalt un ſrt nier Ty "firſt niegat 
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The Epiſtle Deditatory. 
..others,. for I know but few better able then 
-;F9u £9; gatber ſuch flowers as theſe for your 
 Jelves ; But, ir is, becauſe I think you, arc 
| better able fo judge of it then moſt are, apd 
if you think ] have not, miſt my way, 1 
"care not much what thoſe {ay, that "never 
travailed in this road: I ſpeak to thoſt' that 
underſtand the language ,. for to others , 
haply I may ſeem, a barbarian : A hypo- 
_ crite may pretend to, the language, but yn- 
.derſtands it not , he ſpoils this as "well. as 
all his. ocher dujtes ; f preſent this fiet,to 
:you ,: for if it paſs this text ,. I matter not 
much what, many others {ay of it ; And 
: alſo that thereby I may tell the world, Ta- 
, ther then, you , what my thoughts are of 
yous.and to point them out, a | ittern for 


{by imitation ; for I yerily believe, and 1 


_ 


. think upon ſerious obſervation, -that t the fe- 
ASD 1 x _» » 4 : $4.5 . LA Tal, WL of > av » 
eral branches of, both your families, dc 
 maitzain the vitals gf religign, And hppa 
- / ef of godlineſs in as eininent a manner, 4 
- any. Jamyly of your rank that'I know inthe 
Nation, 'and. keep themſelves as unſpotted 
am, ff $+- wo A oo 7 : Tik LEP. int? i 23 444 L wt 4.4 
4n.the world. and as free iroin. Je, conta- 
gious dilcaſes of the times : And, he, that 
1s the ſcarcher of all hearts, knows, Tpeak 
- ty, thoughts without flarrery 1 of faunnge 
-and I do jt for no, ſiniſter £nd: :, Þut ( as $9 
Toon did cominend-the good hulwiſe,  Pze. 
32.38, that God nia” be glorified. for tis 
3Ts $19 PLEAD WOE BEM WT B74 $2 


. bounty 


r 


Z 


_ P—E=IRITeY _— D.C. -. _ 


by nn —— 


1. The EpileDedicatory, . 
| bounty to you, and. your” hands may +be 
© | fireogthned. in well-doing ,, and. others, alay. 
4 | fake example, by. you ,..;and your lives may; 
| be. for their amiration.. 1, cannot” praiſe 'my, 
: preſenr any.Ffunthar, .clign; from the truth, 
p of. the' heart that ſends; it 3 trad been bets. 
, ter .it had beenſent With. a;better;.wvill ;: I, 
| fcnd it as # pods man:torh-a preſent. to; his 
ia ſuperiour 9 not to ſupply his wants, but to 
- | manifeſt his love , thankfulnefs and.:deper- 
* | dence upon him ; gr as a debtor to his cre- 
* | ditor, who when he/eaflfiot- ply the debe, 
4 Pays the jntereſt , or at leaſt teſtifyes his | 
willingneſs , if ability. be wanting : .What I + 
f have done iftthis my undertaking,” T judged 
| *9 be my duty; David bids us , commune 
1h 2 our on hearts, Pſal. 4. 4. and he Galls 
. on others, P[a/."66. 16. come. and heay af 


/ 7 i 


"| ye that fear the Lord, and 7 will declare what 
| ce bath mi my ſoul : 1 tave not.the 6oh- 
| fidence to think, that this. or any. rhing I 
* | can do can pals the teſt of this critical age, 
© | orindeet aan contribute much to the-adorn- 
i | ing of the ſpoule of Chriſt, Fknow ahand- 
, fulf of goats-hair was not formerly rejeted, 
- | Peither will a cupof cold water where there. | 
| 1s no better, nor. two' Mites where, there ..- 
” | is no more 5 by hin from whom I expe&. |": 
my reward .: When you. can write fairer 
then-the COpy which will quickly. be, you 
May lay it aſide , and give ut to ſome one _ 
, | RR NY that ' 


— 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory.” 
chat cafineg'if6t whoſe ſake ir-was! chiefly: 
wiltt&iz!butithar 36 imay -prove'-beneficial 
botli' £9' bu; andyours , and to-the Church 
of: Golf for the oy of the: the pow- 


- erof gollinefs, andthe lite-of rehigion, and 


the reftoring this too 'much.negletted duty 
of holy/meditation'',! ſhall bez-and: 1s, the 
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WISER: 


"fs che Reader, 


44 


CourteousR peu vac 


H: ave. here preſented bee ig 4 buidl " ITN 
trons, moſt. of thew orceſional; 1 aw not ſo concgited 
a4 to imegz/ne there 1s an) FE excellency #n them, 

. .. wor ſo freleh £0' trouble wy. {+ P 1, wer bf "others 
toreade them, aid / judge them alt ogether- uſe lt s : the 
Ay]. koi Cady: and henefriall, and mg riff . 
48S CON WIKE probatumeſt Hponit, and 9: it * 
_beenſoto $a however it 15 too mnch \ue ts by yo 
moſt; I bave nor long ſince e pabli| ed tome A are ms: how 
ro perform the oy fs parts of 0d & por ſip: py 7 
reſt this of meditation was one; _ & or [e 0- 
lemn was chiefiy rſh ifted upon, but a Hue 18 « $631 2p 
more briefly tough. t, which. angdeed £4nnot 6 welt P HY 
ded, but Varied, accordy! zNg As, the | TICLP op ce, ; the, 
and other Circumſtances vary: aud 4s the. ml or, Faperſey 
of the perſon requireth, and. therefore may. " etter 
taught by example then rule ; This minded, me of ſome oc- 
caſional e Meditations that bad. Formerly warmed y 
heart, and notknowing or ey,mrght Way hes (0, 
and might be a means to reſtore this bene figaldth: 200 


much neglette RAY, and ragref {exe ey 


i and reveiwing..my ſcattered pagers, aud. 
adaitions, ubltrattions, and Nine r.eauce 
them tethe method per free ented ; that.it 15.eugry, Clhri- 
Sian: duty] thi args | enyy,end.th Lea 

$i mitegs) evra D Ars. :: ous was page's 's 


To the Reader. 


Fretlee, 'Grn,24; 63; «and it was Davids works -45. hs 
-wholf bookof Plalmes reſtify, ſee Plali63.6; and 77413. | 
and 119. T5 .mnt+14.3559. and many other places; whare- 
22 We fools mediated both on Gods word, and" on bis 
works, both by night and by day; \and makes. it the chn- 
Fatter of a chiltle of God apia bleſſ! mar (0 r6+d0,:'Pfal, 
2. 2. :and'a mark of ore rape for: ſtrat ont not toregard 
the works of the' Lord, * nor thevvp of \bss bands, 
'Pfal: 28. 5. Whar I have bere' wr $4.90 1: chiefly for thy 
_ Imiration, and my deſire 1 1 rh rhau maiſt take out" this 
 beffon,, provk av artiſt,” aud" fer up for thy ſelf, and þ 
 Jow'this ghinfull rrudte that bathforwevly brought ſo 
: Fbory! 1 God " nf fo much profirto poor fouls : The - 

- thodberein priporndret i ray, andthe duty to an boneſ 
beart yiot bard yer remember it-is the pratiich, pare that 
"likg ts do thee mo rood ;. here maift-thou Yearn'to ſpend 
| #hy time, and Kal 7 away thy ſolitary boats better then 
_ Fuoſt men do, for X:twrr,/ Fre. ge bom, of abroud; in 
prublickor #n yt ; this hoy ruſe be p one meaſure 


Sh Poms, 3 = in every 
wap 47a all plares afe 
"#220" bea- 


Bae: 


whe SE 


9 barre 29 


wr rarsay”” for thy Fang ener 
| ſmh aoere 11d y en orHl employed; gre Ye 
" Wenn: hr Th pl ee lai Phe: | 


| ape; | 


To the Reader: 


won, or brings heaveri to it 3 Ieyow weditation may.wbe 
abuſed," ſome meditate how they mey-#e rich, *cizhex by 
__— crook," the ambitions man bow be may,be ham 
ourables: the 'volup tmoics man bow he. may ea; <4 bu plen- 
tur # Chriſtian how:he may.enjoy tus Goa, and. ſe= 
' Cieftbit-fant;, ſome ſtudy wiſchief upon their beds, ſoms 
with. the ſpiders Farber. poyſon, ka on. the Chriſtianlike 
the.bet gathers ,1and tbe very buſineſs a Chriſtian. 
about will furni F £20 with matter * ufficient for bi 
work:af the bears-be nor barrenweverything will _—_ 
fut,-aud there. none ſo dull if not ſperitnally dead, bus 
may gather fomething from viſibles rominde bins of 6 FETER 
ſible zo ſhip that fails :e5ther ro the Eaſt or Weſt liidiesy 
brings home vicber lading then-metlitation doth, 5f vight- 
ly fterred;” This u#be'obewing of uhe cud, rbat. turns al 
to: noursſbmear, the tyxe-Phulofophers ftone that turns all 
to gold; 1 by this means the ſpirits and quimeſcence of all + 
earthly things are extratted.; tis true of a Chriſtian en- 
" dowed-with' 3s -hewvenly art, what the Poets feigu of 
Midas; everything they rouch turns to gold, and. galdee 
ſelf into a better, ſubſlavee;, the hardeſt flint the barren» 
eſt tree; the moſt withering "br axch, vx fading leaf, wilt 
yield good frat tothisartiſft,' yea, berrer fruit then the 
gardensof cur Heſperides; which are feigned tohear gots 
den apples and every finep will-bear\a golden flaves, 
better then ever Jaſon Ticks  frowColchis; : By medita= 
tron a: Ghriftian' ; is carried its thethird heaven, with 
Paul, whethes in-the-body,; or out-of tha body-be 
ſearcchykrowe, wad there — a edges _ G. 
rable, oi mags inviſfikle. things 
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 3heyareabuſed, they will breed and feed the worm. that 
fi: 'HBver dies, and kiudle that firethat. never yall go:out + 
| Theſe anda. thouſand ;ſuch leſſons medit ation will teach 


' -would not follow ſo gaiufal «trade,and.proflice ſo fruits 
| ful agaling.2.Didtcerntichehe bady eve dooh: the fouky 
'*. we ſhould have many qr afigievt 5 in thuSehool x ofowe pre-.” 
renders thire aregotÞitanty, butuubey rather. pretend then 
#ntondt,. theythrow. town the; banmer. before. they have = 
| riventhe nail roche lead, (arnd\lay idomis-abe* premiſets / 
but ſtay not to rasſe the concluſion. they followrnatthe 
. work tell tbey come tore ſolution and prothice:3theyare like 
a meirthas firikes fires gathers wood, ut leaves off 6s. 
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To the Reader, | 
srlihe a mill, if it want griſÞ, it ſets-it ſelf onfixe,, end — 
sf chere be no corn to grinde for God, the devil will throw - 
bis tares into the hopper « The beart ss always well er 4ll- 
employed, and will never be idle z holy meditation puts.s 
9141 out of ſatans-raady. when otherwiſe he 25 1n continual. 
danger of falling, into bis ſnares, or by being . ſurpriz ed 
by bs wiles , when the idle perſon: 45 commoniy-ſnared 
and agen; by this grace is f ut we 3: and corruptte dt 
01 weakned, our: evidences cleared,.:communion.with ff at 
God maintained, and acquaintance with cur own hearts 
gained,; it t. the way, to ſtore the underſtanding with 

knowledge, ro ſubyebt the.will to Gods will, ro warm the u! 
«cffeFtions,; and to putlife and heat irito.all our daties ; this (0] 
drſcouers to ud. the ſantfulueſs of ſity. and vanity of the fe 
Creatures, and the fulneſs of Chriſt 3thu reacheth out to Kt 
we ſome of Canaans grapes, ſome Piſgal-ſights of glory, an 
even of thoſe things wityin the veil, and ataſte. of thoſe 

pleaſures which areas the right hand of God; ſuch a taſte 

a this, made Moſes defoilh the pleaſures; of Pharaohs * 
conrt, and Galeacius eſteem all the wealtban the world 
not warth one days communion with. God ; this lets th. ſee, 

there 4:4 worm of vazitybred in our cheifeſt earthly 'en- 

Joywents, 4nd eats aut the; Very heart, of them, and if 


w, and faſtens cugry. Jefſon upon. the . heart ; who then 


\ 
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To theRender. 
foreit be kindled, ard ſo all bu labour # loft; This auty . 
enables a man with Paul to die dayly, .and with Stephen 
to ſee God, with Moſes totalk with God, and. with. Er 
noch ro-welk with God ;, It fits a Miniſter to preach, and © 
the propleto bear, neither of which can be well done with, © 
eut.ut y,that ſermon that ts nat well ſet on by. meditatzons, 
ſeldow-hheats the preachers heart, and then the people ſel- - 
dom feel it, fer a dull and drowſy preacher, makes &dwll 
and ſleepy people ; when the miniſter preaches his ow! life 
and experiences, this 1s 1bt life of preaching; This medi- 
tation-is a ſerious bending of the minde upon-.ſome 
uſeful ſubject till we bring it to ſomeprofitable iſſue.; 
Occaſonall meditation ( which ts it we now treat of) ari- 
ſeth from ſome occafionall objetF preſented to our ſences or 
under ftanding , by divine providence, of which though ex- 
amples maybe given, yet bardly cant be reſtrained, or 


brought under rules, for it may be waried according to 


the variety of tbe objebts preſented,or other accidents, 0c- ]. 

" {| currences,or Circumſtances that offer themſelvs,or the will 

of the perſon,or hu ability;the objetts that offer themſelves 

are vareom and innumerable, for there 1s nothing in re- 

rum natura, but mey be a fit objett for occaſional medita- 

tons, , God. hath given ws alarge field to walk, in, and 

choife of flowers, pluck what we will, to put into our noſe- 

gay ; we may gather honey fr om flowers and weeds, out of 

our own or nesghbours fields without off ence ; which way 

ſcever we loak, within 46, or without #s, above s,0r.be- 

low 4, before us, gx beltinde ms, or on eutber fide, we may 

| ſee ſuitable matter for our meditation-; above 1 we. way 

te the ſun, moon and ſtars, thaſe gloxious lamps of hea- 

. ven, who offer rbemſelues pot only to our view,' but aſa 
{0 0w7: contemplation,” their lig bty \ their; beat, their ne. 

7 Bluence:'y \thein various- though unerring motions, their © 

' Nnegnicnde; alritude, number, nature, ſplendor, vertie 

' - ſad off elbo may breed admiration i145, A; well as in Dev 

; Ji, Pali8.3, 44 and i199 $.-or ſhould. we-deſeengred 

a 7 i |  Jublunery, 
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| To the Reader, 
lunar things, to the fiery or ayery_regionr, 'and\oþ..\ 

| > men. Lan SI inbotk, Aa ec pan chan 

: era 'we'may finde matter not only for mediration;. 
but alſo for admiration; if we confi tder a whilezhe winde,) 
the ſnow, the rain; the froſty -the ice, Neath bronght 
our of Gods rreafury, Pfal 113555 tbe thunder Und 

' tigbtring with their ſtrange effects, thi flirange uſpuri>. 
rrongofeen ſeen in the-ar,: Comets, blazingeſttrs, dra 
Jones fire-drakes;  $c. armies fixhring i 7 5.2 ape Ly+ 

. \ony, 'bears, horſes, and manyotber things thete<reſowss 
Hed; raining bloud, wheat, frop's, ſtores; It 5: all rote 
may raiſe our admiration; veiw but the rain bow in its 
ſhape and various cotonts; it deſerves our ronſeterarron 5" 
Tbe power fal infiuence of theſe faperiour- bodies; in. .ex-. 
baling, and retuining thoje- bugh weighey ani toaring 

| Tlonds, thoſe battles of heaven i :n.the upent airy wnd _ 
; "_ the earth with theth at their naterspteaſure\ with» if A 
hich neither-man not 'beaſs could (nb; who- pe _ 4 

| wth things without conſideration Yorsf we took jip- F 
#1 the earvlpeut of which we were tithen, we may Fnde' | 

; matter enongh fo exerciſe our thoughts; obſerve this big. | 
 andmaſſy globe hanging inthe air upon nerbi1g5 007 er of 01 
it as it 5 diſtinguifbed into bills and dales; anti woods and | th 
forriſty,' udorned with ſumpruous buildings, Tanns und if th 
 Cofiles, nbounding with trees of alt ſorts,” with corn ani, # ar 
vraſr, withberbs and flowers, watered: with rain and I th 
thowers5rivers, ſprings, and;-fountains, <4nbabiced with "X ſe: 
{boaſundrimes ten thouſanditving creatures of fl" fort; yl of 
men and beaſts, fowls, and" creeping things," ull ng } an 
rained\ a, the great houſholders chirge';\who preferves © m 
them itrrberr wake fs ret onfider alſo re perem: "of #7 
riverry the canſe;} and of ſprings: of all*ſorts, 7 u 
fome hot, ſome cold;fome priveip f fo ter, ſors ſalt;fome | fr 
freſt ;ſemrmedicirtel; ſims nat +, this obſeraation"nury || im 
cake ny\ ſore rime cbr ſhould: we conſider rhe ſeveral: mis |} de 
Ok Were exriby as of gold, fil 
very 


Fl 
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Tothe Reader. | by 
4 ver, braje, tin;iron,leat;,allom;brinlone poals;lime.flons, | 


er Band mach more, : and how nſefal and necrfſarytheſs are ro 
n; Bhrman life; T iis :mayrearbus many proficable lefſons © 
e  WOrſbouldii we pore fearoſecthe wonderrofithe deep, and 
vr obferon bow the 'buge and roaring element wreftrained 
rd Wand bounded by un almighty 'a+m, that:faith; hitherto 
7. MW ſhak thou go.and no further; ar if we 80nſider< che eb= 
r- Wong and fliying of it, 'r wonder in natwre;\ or the num- * 


y* WW oerleſs number of living creatures therein which are fed 
ys. WY aud: cberifhed by thoſe faltrand brackiſh: waters, yet re- 


rain their ſweetneſs; or if we conſider the canfe why thoſe 
wat ers alonevare ſalt, 'and:ſoremain; "though # thouſand 
freſh rivers dayly run into it ,together-with their. fi | 
creatures thereiu produced : thef; confiderations will t 
up mech tame, butof all the Creatures God hath mage, none 
yield more matter for meditation, then angels and men; 
j Angels; both"tbe- good and:the bad, vheir nature, e ſſence, 
aid offices, anal man conſidered in his body: and. ſoul, the 
J order. nſes romlipeſs and proportion of the ſeveral parts, . 
the Yegerative, ſenſitive," and-rational faculties of the 
} fouls the ander ſtanding, will and affections, the memory, 
J conſcience; rand manymore,' the ſeveral. ſences wherek 
if the ſoul" comes: tor underſtand \rhings-here- below , cheſs 
thingtideferve. conſideration; but"to let paſs the works of 
_ arearzon; land confider 4 while Gods works af. providence, 
{ Þ theſe will cakawp muck of our time 5we may+ſer:und\ob= 
20 ſervetbroonrſe of natures thegencrarion and produthion 
; #1 of the ſoverabſpecics; with rhetr-pre ſervationgprotetiion, 
5 U} and the proviſiommade for them, by their Creetor- 5 be 
Y m4iriams theſevarul fpecies by be providence, that for \ 
Fong bt-we know there 22-nct-one hands of them extinit ſmce 
of the Creation:; nay, the power of man was Arver able tode- 
þ Proy theſe kinder that are noxiens to man; and therefore. 
j hactd by bem; yve are the ſe maintained by. divine provi- 
Y dence ap-hrrk own goſtiand charges; But us-providence's 
ware clearly ſeeriand diſcoveredin hu providercetomany 
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«the nature of ſininthrowing. man out of paragive; wal 
. angels out of beauen ; the mi{dome of Godin. finding:ax 
i remedy to ſaue fome, the: dowerof Chriſt inaying far 
"thim, &c, Nay bymeditatian we. haus leherty to of eend{ 
*heaver alſo, \and veiw thoſe taleſtial manſras,Prepatedl 
. for thoſe that love and fear. God ;, but Iſhill ada go. anore; 
Jeff 1 makg thegateitgo big fer tht firuthurt,: uy the 1 
"my acſire, and ſhall.ve my prayer, that it we%:kendr 
Bats glory; andin Churches goad, and fol rajks in, 
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To the Reader. | 
ſpecially to hisown Church, in maintaining. 4 handfull 
of men :gainſt their numerous enerues.; theſe arepreſer- | 
wed a3 lambs amongft wolves, and & the buihthat.s ever [i 
burning.yot never conſumed : be (pred a table tor them ar I: 
:the witaerne ſ5.,4n dijpight of therr enemies ; the, woarder- Bf. 
ful providence of G ea for hy Clurth wall Wges $017 Sexe: bs 
aure-tines, and down to thu day, \ may: fic ug wtth muth 
matter for mediration:: The word of,God aljq as well as 
his works may yield'\wanch ater for contemplatian. gut 
farnifſhed Danid' for medgratuon day, and ng ht. every] 

Book, every Gheprer, yea everyiverſe u fannfid; ahun* 

ently, that hath we the years of Methuſaiem,..;be-taneY 

Would be too little re rw through. the « Sar ipttnmey alth:t0 

"Conſider of all that #4 beld forthrheremn's hare are, Rracgpis 

and promiſes threats and-exau;[ples, for out. $edyu/aghe 

-Sf&rhe great wonkof our redeniption treated of, alaich ate 

angels deſireto pryantos andieterawy. w lute ewougheL0, 

uaetcire © herein we may bebold. ahe. ſubtiliy of SatAniW 
rempring man, wansfrailt yan yicldeag'torpc gemprebacts 
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Mets = «A. Roper tbe Earth, 
I. Meditation. 


| Alking inthe garden in. the cool of - _ 
Wi: day , among other things that 
offered themſelves to my conliderati- 
on, Iobſerved my mother the Earth, 
whence Thad my ariginal,. and out. of whoſe 
womb I had 'my being : Iconfidered how, near 
of kin I was to thoſe ſenceleGclods that lay un- 
der my feet, and that I was made of the. fame 
\ | matter, alittle more refined, and moulded up 
| ina better form, and was made by God a little 
walking breathing elay, and ſhortly muſt re» 
turn to my firſt matter, for duſt thou art ( ſaith 
God ) and unto duſt thou ſhalt return. Theſe 
ie | andrhe like thoughts had a various operation 
upon my foul ; A it put me onto ad- 
MITQg 
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2 Upon the Earth 
mire the workman, that out of ſuch a rude 
and indigeſted maſs, 1uch courſe ſtuff, could 
_ make fo glorious a piece as the body of Man is, 


and could indue it with ſuch excellent parts, 
and {ſuch noble faculties, and make'it ſuch a - 


rich cabinet fit to hold that precious Jewel the 
ſoul ; which when T had a little conſidered. I 
began teiptory, thatT was madera man, and 
did not remain a {enſcleſs clod ; But on the 0- 
ther fide, when I conſidered my original, and 
the rock. whence was hewn, and the hole of the pit 
whence I was digged. and that I could ſay, to 
corruption, thou art my father , and to the worm, 
thou art my mother, and.my ſiſter, Job. I7.14., 
I who was even now proud that I was a man, 
began to vail my peaCocks pliitnes, when be- 


held 'my black teet, and tb wonder at fiyi6wlh 
folly ind when I beheld'my mother, and wy 
_ relations; Tfaw there was ſmall cauſe ofprittle, 
and little cauſe to' boaſt of birth or bloud, or 
nforan'angelto beproud, much more for a 
dunghifl-birds Oh my foul ! bleſs God, that 
thou waft made a man, /and not a clod. of clay; 
a Tattonall'creature, ' and 'not a brute bealt; 
thoy waſtclay inthe hands of this potter, and 
mighteſt haye been the moſt deſpicable crea- 
ture that ever dropt from his fingers, : but he 
hath made'thee little lower then the Angels, and 
crowned thee with honour and dignity © \what 
caufe then haſt thou to admire-thy Creates 
| who 

ſ 


prexr patyritage or relations: *tis ia ſhame and 
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thou haſt indewe 


. - Upon the Earth. 2 
who made thee thus to difter , and made thee 


. capable of communion with -lum here, aud 


enjoying him for ever? but beware of pride 


that raigning damning fin, that turned An- 


gels out of heaven, Ada out of Paradice, and 
many thouſands into hell ; boaſt not of the 
greatnefle of thy ſtock, the nobleneſs of thy 
bloud, the honour of thy progenitots,- except 


. thou aſcend as hich as thy great Grandmother 
2 VS 


the Earth, who opened her womb to bear us 
all, and erelong will open her mouth to re- 


\ceive us all, where we ſhall be reſolved into 


our firſt matter; ther ſhall the duſt return to the 
earth as it was, and the ſfirit ſhall return to God 


that gave it; "tis true, thou hadft a more noble 


Father 1n whoſe image thou waſt made, but 
this image 1s loſt, and: thou art become more 
deformed then thy Mother : Oh my God #, as 

> Put with more noble tacul- 
ties then many other of thy creatures, that T 
might be better abt to ſerve thee, enable me ſo 
to do; renew thy image in me, which was loſt 
by the fall, and give me ſincerity without 
which my condition will be worſe then the 
beaſt that periſheth, whoſe miſery ends with 
his life, but mine will begin at my death : 
where much is given, much will be required ; as 
thou haſt made mea man, let me aCt as a rati- 
onal creature, and anſwer the ends oimy Cre- 
ation, Ca 
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2, Med, TD 82s and delving into the bow- 
els of my Mother the Earth, to 
bury thoſe ſeeds from whence Iexpeted a fu- 
ture encreaſe, that portion of Scripture came 
| freſh into my minde, Gez. 3. 19. In tbe ſweat 
of thy face thou ſhalt eat thy bread, till thou re- 
turn to the ground out of which thou waſt taken, 
for.duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt return : 
me thoughts my work as it was a juſt puniſh- 
ment laid upon me for my fin, ſoit did much 
reſemble the digging of my grave, and put me 
1n minde of my mortality ; I began to think 
that ere lon Go one would do that for meV 
which I did for theſe :poor ſeeds, lay me-to 
ſleep in the grave, till the ReſurreQion, and 
that my mother earth was as ready to re-} 
ceive mcasthem ; the pains and aches I felt, 
the ſenſible decays in nature, my gray hairs, 
&&c. faiſtned this cogitation more home upon 
me ; Ithen began to think of the vanity of man, ſſ *, 
that was but even now crept out from being} 
earth, and fora time madea great ſtir and bu-F 
{tle in the world, and then made as much haſte 
out again ; and like as ſtage-players every oneſſ ,, 
ating a part, upon the ſtage of the world .- 
Hme longer, ſome ſhorter, {ome better, and 1. 
{ome worſe, and then an exit comes, and they 
difappear. The godly they at a Comedy, 
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Upon digging the Earth. 5 
which begins bad, but ends well; the wicked 
a Tragedy which always ends in confuſion 3 
yet whatever part men att, few are willing to 

gooffthe ſtage ; the old man that hath outi- 
ved his teeth, his hair, his ſight, and hearing, 

OF andeanhardly uſe his limbs, and ſenſes, yet 

is loath todie; too evident a ſigne his work for 


FJ which he came into the world 15 not done, vis. 
an to make his peace with his God, and to get an 
- intereſt in Chriſt, and title to glory ; the god- 
- ly while they are here, areevery day quench- 
+. | 19g thoſe coals which fin hath kindled, with 
4 | fhe tears of trye repentance ; the wicked are 
"a | carrying every day a faggot to encreaſe that 
k fire, that-never ſhall bequenched : thus 'tis in 
ws the world, as in a Fair or market, there 1s a 
off great crowd, ſome going one wy ſome ano- 

ome deſigne 


| *iter, andevery one driving on 
"| orother: O my ſoul ! muſt thou ere long be 


© ſeparated from the body by death, how ſtands 
| thecaſewiththee? art thou prepared for ſuch 
a achange , or art thou not ? how doth thy 


pulſe beat ? ſuppoſe this were to be the day of 
VF thy diſſolution, couldſt look death in the face 
| with comfort? haſt thou made thy peace with 
2. | iy God? haſtthou gotan acquittance ſealed 

| with the blood of Chriſt? a diſcharge of all 
ri thy debts ?. haſt thou provided another habita- 

'8 tion againſt this ſhall be diſolved, and moul- 
" | der intoduſt? when this earthly tabernacle ſhall 
TY be diffolued, haſt thou a building not mad? with 
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Upon a Taft of green Graſs. 
ds, but cterzai in the heavens ? haſt thou 


if not, tis better thou hadſt not been born ; 
for it death meet ihce unprepared, as thy 
body mouicers into duit, ſo muit thou down”. 
to everlaſting darkneſs, there to ſuffer eter- 
-nally the demerirt of thy fin. Oh my God! 
take me not away before & be ki to be lodg- 
ed in thy boſome: kill me nor betore my fin 
He killed; if any thing that is neceſſary be 
- wanting, Lord give it in, and let me not be 
deceived 1n fo great a thing as'the ſalvation 
' of my ſoul : Let my fins die, and let my 
ſoul live: Let me fee the funeral of my vices 
before others ſce the funeral of my body. 
FY Wi, A gd oy RD. IE — 17 ”"_ 
Upon a Tuft of green Graſs. 


3364. FJ Aﬀſing into the Carden as at 
| other times, to take the ayr, 1 
faſtened my eyes upon a green tuft of grafs 

that grew beſides me; the ſight of it brought 

to'my remembrance what I had often heard 

and read , vis, that the damned 1n hell 

ſhould ſuffer exquiſite torments, ſuch as the 

tongue of men or angels are not able toex- 

prels, and that for as many millions of years 

as there are graſs-piles upon the earth, ſands 

a the ſea ſhoary ſtars in heaven, - and motes 0 | 
[20 
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Upon a Tuft of green Grafs. T7 
the Sun; and yet aſter all this long traQ;of, 
time their torments {hall be no nearer to an, 
end nor they to a delivery, then they were, 
the firſt day they were calt 1n ; This made 


me a little to conſider the' number of piles 
- that was in chis little tuft, and when I found 


it too hard: tor me to. number them, I con- 
ſidered what was this tuft to one paſture,or 
that to one Pariſh, or that to one County, 
or that to one Kingdome, or that to the | 
whole world: this made me to cry out, Oh 
Eternity, Eternity! who can conceive of 
thee? who can fathom thee? Oh the horri- 
ble nature of ſin that provokes a mezcifull 
God to: tay ſuch heavy ftrokes upon his 
poor creatures! Oh the love-gnd pains of our 
dear Redeemer! what did he ſuffer toquench 
thoſe flames, and diſcharge thoſe debts for 


+ his people, in ſuffering what was due for 


their ſins? and oh the madneſs of men and my 
own folly, that knowing there is ſuch a re- 


medileſs gulf before us,- ron on 1o madly to- 


wards'it., and that for momentary plea» 
{ures, deceitfull riches, worthleſs. honour , 
or filthy ſin, do venture the. ſoul upon the 
Pikes of danger : Oh the mifery of: poor un- 
regenerate- wretches !! what will you. do in 
the latter end? who amongſt us fhall dwell 


' with devonring fire ? mbo amongst us fall dwell 


with earrlaſting burning? Eſay. 33.4: Tophet 
B 4 
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is prepared.” of old, ever for #he King it is 


preparedy>. | 


yt Upon 4 Tuft of green Graſs. ; 
repared , the pile thereof is fire and much 
Mary and the breath of ge like 4 
HNoer of brimſtone doth kindle it , Efſaiah 


Ro. 33. Were a man compelled to lie up- 


on a feather bed but one year without 
turning-or ſtirring, though other comforts 
were afforded ,, how paintul-, how tedious 


would rhat year jicem £ but what 1s this one 


year to eternity , or what is a featherbed to 
ſcalding lead, and burning brimſtone ? or 
what is that to hell torments? Oh Satan! how 
doſt thou deceive us ? Oh world ! how doſt 
thou inſnare us? Oh fin! how doſt thou be- 
witch us ? Oh heart ! how doſt thou betray 
us to this deadly danger ? Oh earth ! how 
doſt thou betray thy faſteſt friends, and pay- 
eſt them off with pains for pleaſure, and buy- 
eſt their ſouls for a thing of naught ? Oh $a- 
tan ! who would be thy ſervant, if this be 
thy wages? and yet how many fiſh come to 
o net? and how proſperous haſt thou been 
when thou -haſt baited thy hooks with the 
world? Oh my foul ! is Eternity ſuch a fa- 
thomleſs gulf, without bank or bottom ? how 
' Rands the caſe with thee ? art thou for ever- 
laſting joy or endleſs torment? what intereſt 
haſt thou in the one, or what hopes to avoid 
the other ? what haſt thou that a hypocrite 
cannot have ? or what doſt thou that he can- 
not do ? God ſurely expeAs great difference 

in the work , when there is ſo mych in the re- 
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Upcn a barren Plat of groutd. 9 
ward; give thy eyes no ſleep, nor thy eye- 
lids no ſlumber , till thou baſk {ome comfor- 
table aſſurance of the love of God in the par- 
don of thy ſins, and the falvation of thy ſoul: 
make peace with thy Creditour before thou 
art caſt into priſon, otherwiſe there muſt thau 
remain till thou haſt paid the utmoſt farthing : 
If death ſurprize thee before thou art ready, 
hell will be thy lodging : get oyl, trim up thy 
iamp, get on thy wedding-garment, that thou 
be not {hut out into utter darkneſs, where 
there is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth : Oh 
my God! make me ſuch as thy own ſoul de- 
lights in, give me in the qualifications thou 
haſt made neceſſary to Salvation; thou know- 
eſt my wants, Lord ſupply them ; my debts, 
oh forgive them ; my corruptions , Lord fſub« 
due them , and binde up my ſoul 'in the bun- 
dle of life ; write my namein thy book, and 
at laſt lay me up amongſ{tthy Jewels, 


Upon 4 barken Plat of ground. 


| Med,N \ 7 Hen I perceived one plot jn my 
y 'VY garden fruitful , and another 
barren, and obſerved the difference between 
the one and the other, how lovely , how a- 
miable, how pleaſant the fruitful plat ſeemed 
to me, how feb and fragrant, how green 
and ardent it was, how 1t was diapred with 
various coloured flowers, beautiful and %: 
| 7: 
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Fo . QUpona barren plat of ground. 


ly: and how lothſome, unſeemly and un- 


handſome the other lookt, where nothing 
—_— but briars and thorns, weeds and 
thiſtles, with ftones and rubbijh, which was 
a fit receptacle for toads and ſerpents, and 
other venemous.verminez I began to confi- 
der it was yet poſlible to reduce this plot 
.4nto a better form, and turn it to a better 
uſe: And hereupon I cauſed the rubbiſh to 
be ſtockt up, the weeds to be piucke up, 
and the ſtones pickt out, and after I digged 
and manured it, and had an eftet an{wer- 
able to my expetation 5 for when it was 
ſown with better ſeed, it brought forth bet- 
ter fruit: The unlovelineſle of this plot when 
_ overgrown with weeds and rubbuh, produ- 
_ ced this following Meditarion : I thought it 
lively repreſented 4 heart barren of grace and 
res Me”. but fruitfull of briars and —_— 
fin and wickedneſſe, which is more od1ous to 
God then this plot was to me, and yet how 
lovely a fruit bearing Chriſtian is 1n his eye, 
the one is like a loathſome muck-heap which 
ftinks, the other like a watered garden that 
yields a ſweet ſavour, like a garden of ſpices , 
Cant. 4.14. the one. brings forth trait for 
Gods basket, the other fewell for. the. devils 
fire; all the ſeed ſown upon it is loſt, and 
Choakt with briars and: thorns, and all the 
rain that falls upon it 'doth but make the 
weeds more rank andflouriſhing.: their graps 
# | | M 


Upon a barren plat of ground. | It: 
#5 the grape of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomor- 
Tah , their grapes are grapes of gall , and the 
cluſters are bitter, Deut.32. 32. they hatch cocka- 


or villany is their trade , Heb. 6. 7, 8. the (earth 
1- which drinketh in the rain that cometh off up- 
tt oz it, and bringeth forth hearbs meet for thene 
x by whom it is dreſied, receiveth a bleſſang frome 
-0 God, but that which beareth thorns and briars 
p, £#- rejected , and is nigh unto curſing , whoſe 
4 Nerd 7s to be burned, The: fruitful Chriftian 
r- | watered with the word and ſpirit , bring- 
2s (ing fortth a harveſt of holineſs ; and fruit- 
t- | trees fit for meat , were not to be de- 


-n | ftroyed, Dert. 20. 14. but fruitleſs trees are * 


u- | for the fire , Aft. 3 to. But oh how much 
it | of this ſterile barren ground is amongſt us ? 
ad | that refiſt all the offered means of their re- 
15; | covery , and rave and rage againſt both the 
to | phyſitian and the phyſick ; and though often 
w | watered, bring forth nothing but briars and 
re, | thorns, whereupon all the ſced, and all the 
ch Jain that falls upon it is loſt : and when 
at | God expeAs fruit, behold wilde fruit 3" and 
5, [yet this wilde and barren. ground , if well 
Or | Manured, and God breathe upon it , may 


ils [prove good land : this conſideration made 


nd [me with the ſervant in the Goſpel: cry. out, 


dig about them, and dung them, that 'it may 
not be my fault'that they periſh, nor laid tq 


jrice eggs , and weave the ſpiders webs 5 wanity. 


Soon oe eas 


Lord, ſpare them one year more, that I may - 
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Iz Upona barren plat of ground. 
my charge : oh my ſoul ! art not; thou this 
barren plot , where nothing but briars and 
brambles can thrive, or at leaſt wiſe but 
little good fruit appear ? God hath done 
much for thee, hedged thee about by his 

rovidence, watered thee with the dew of 
heaven; ſent many of his ſervants to manure 
thee; .whence then this traſh and. rubbiſh ? 
whence then theſe tares and weeds? was 
not good ſeed ſown? why haſt thou not 
anſwered the great Hus bandmans expeQati- 
on? what could God have done more; for his 
Vineyard, then he hath done for thee ? well, 
look -to it, if thou remain fruitleſs, ere 
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Tong he will pluck up thy hedge, pluck 


down thy wall, take away thy fence, and 
leave caring for thee, and turn in the wilde 
boar to devour 3 he will lay down his baſ-J . 
ket, and take up his axe 3 Oh the patience 
of a patient God! that hath born with thee 
for many years, but will ere long, if thou 
remain fruitleſs, pronounce the ſentence, cat 
him down, why-cumbreth he the ground; and 
if this be the danger of barren ſouls, do 
what in thee lies to make others fruitfull al- 
ſo: hereby (faith Chriſt) is my father glori- 
feed if ye bring forih much fruit: Qh my God! 
Paul may plant, and Apollo may water, but thou 
giveſtthe encreaſe, 1 Cor.3.6. The harp yeelds 
no ſound till touched by the hand of the 
Muſician, and my heart will never be made 
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Upon a barren plat of ground. 13 

g00d till thou ſtrikeſt the ſtroak : 'tis God 
-alone muſt ſay to dry bones, live ; man can. 
url but ſpeak to the ear, but God ſpeaks to the 
"FF heart ; Lord ſpeak home to.my heart, and the 
c work will be done ; If means and ordinances - 
of would have ſerved turn, the work ere now 
_ would have been effected : Lord, leave me 
1"F not to other husbandmen, for they cannot. 
®} make me fruitfull; Oh be thou my Gardi- 
oth ner, and my ſoul ſhall flouriſh; blow upon 
If thy ſpices, and they will ſend forth a ſweet 
l favour. | 


re — p— _— | 

k Upon _ Project of -" Earth tq bring 
jo of 4-2 + forth weeds. fn #7 rp oF 

Je Crt #4) pri 441g Kc * 


F 


i s, — Hen I obſerved the natural 

| propenſity of the Earth to 
| bring forth briars, 'and thorns, and weeds, 
Tg ard thiſtles, and ſuch unprofitable traſh and 
F rubbiſh, and that it broughtforth, fed, and 
"| foſtered thoſe of its own accord, without: 
0 | labour or pains, or any help of man; nay, 
-| man without much labour and toil cannot. 
"| deſtroy or keep them under; but choice 
flowers , profitable herbs , wheat and rye, 
. and other uſefull grain, ſprings not upatſo 
* | caſie a rate, there muſt be pains taken, dig- 
ging, plowing, harrowing, ſetting, ſowing, ' 
weeding, fericing, watering, anda great deal 
more, 


£4 __ UponthePropenſity of 
'mare ,, or no good crop can be expetted : 
This Obſervation made me think, that this 
was the fruits of the curſe laid upon the 
Earth for mans ſake, Ger. 3. 17. Curſed be 
the ground for thy ſake , In ſorrow ſhalt thou eat 
of it all the days of thy life, thorns alſo and thiſtles 
ſhall:it bring forth to thee, &c. Tn the ſweat of thy 
face ſhalt thou eat bread, 8&c. me thoughts 
the earth in this reſpet, did much reſemble 
a ſtepmother, tothe beſt ſeeds, and choiſeſt 
fruits; but an own Mother to weeds and rub- 
biſh 3 this ſhe brings forth, and brings up 
as her own, the other ſhe diſowns, but as ſhe 
1s hired or forc't : and if ſhe be not carefully 
watcht , will either ſtarve, or choak them ; 
and ſhe will ſafer her own brats to eat the 
meat that ſhould nouriſh them , and ſuck her 
breaſts till they are dry : and they ſhall Aouriſh 
while the other pine: This raiſed upmy Medi- 
tations a little higher , and Tthought the earth 
1n :this reſpett much reſembled the world , 
xvho.will willingly nouriſh no children. but 
herown , and plays the ſtepmothers part with 
Gods children, when the wicked which are 
Hherown brats are hug'd in her boſome if their 
#ather look not to them they are thrown to the 
walls; ifany bewronged it ſhall be them ;and 
ifany want be , they ſhall ſuffer : the world 


Joves her own, Joh. 15 19. however dogs | 
| {t-the 


worry one another , ;yet all agree again 
trembling hare « Herod-and. Pilate are made 
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the Farth to bring forth weeds. $7 
riends, when Chriſt is to ſuffer, and alt 


1: (wicked men are enemies to the power of 


—— 


godlinelſs ; This propenſity alſo: of the earth 
to bring forth weeds, and to ſtarve the choj- 
ſeſt plants, made me think it, reſembled alſo 
the heart of man by nature., which 1s a 
fruitful field for briars and brambles, and 
the weeds of {in which grow there without 
planting , but 'tis barren of any thing that 
is good ; tis hard to get a good motion, 
g00d inclination, a good reſolution to pro- 
{per- in that foil, but the heart naturally 
produceth evil thoughts, wicked words, and 
bad aftions, which are the uſuall produR. it 
bringeth forth : The kearb''of grace mult 
be planted' by the finger of God, and was 
tered with the dew of heaven ,, or 1t will 
not. proſper , moſt of.the good ſeed fown 
there by the Preachers of the Word is loſt, 
and. comes to nothing ; for either it falls. 
2mong ſtones , or thorns, er by the -high- 
way ide, and ſo is choak't, or ſtarved, or 
ſtole away 3 and devoured ,' except the heart 
be: well manured,” and the nature of the 
foil changed ; except it be well fenc't and 
guarded, yea;, watch't and obſerved, no- 
thing that is good will grow 'there. "Tis 
not in vain that God bids us, break ap the 
Wfillow ground af our hearts, and ſow not a: 
monp thorns, Ter. 4. 3. Hof. 10, 12. and 
Godis fain to plow deep furrows by aflittion, 

| 2 | | before 
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16 Upon the Propenſfity of 
before he can reach the roots of the weeds 
Oh my ſoul ! art not thou this earth that 
Ilyes under the curſe , where nothing. but 
' traſh and rubbiſh thrives and proſpers ? 
how comes it otherwiſe to paſſe, that thou 
art ſo prone to ſin and fo backward'to obe- 
dience? vices naturally ſpring in thee, with 
' out help or labour , without plowing -or 
' ſowing , and are rank and flouriſhing 3 but] . 
grace thrives not without much ado , if at 
all : how comes it to paſs, that ſo much 
ſeed hath been ſown , and {ſo little fruit 
appears ? but that 'tis choakt by traſh and 
rubbiſh , or pickt up by the fowls of. the 
air 5 if the devil by his temptation ſows his 
tares there, he need neither weed them nor 
look after them, they grow faft- enough. of 
themſelves , the heart cheriſheth and nou: 
Tiſheth them as her own ; but the hearb of 
race grows not ſo eafily : A good thought 
1s hardly brought to a good reſolution, nor 
a good reſolution to a good aRion ; theſe 
are uſually ſtifled in the womb 3 bur the 
rodu@ of fin is much more eaſy : O- my 
ſoul ! ſe that the ſoil of thy heart be 
changed , and true grace be there planted, 


and the weeds of ſin rooted out , or thou |} x 


art ſtill under the curſe : Oh my God ! ra- 
ther plow me and harrow me , and pluck 


and tear me in pleces by affliction , then ||; 


Juffer me to be barren or uſeleſs ground a 
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. the Earth tobring forth weeds. I7 / 
be thou - the husbandman , and my heart 
will be fruitful, and yield her encreaſe : 
but blow upon thy garden , and the ſpices will. 
'S "ſend forth a ſweet ſmell : let the fun of. 
ul righteouſneſs ſhine upon'it , and the dew of 
be heaven water it, and let it be- planted. by 
th: thy own hand, and fenced about, that the 
Org wilde boar of the forreſt may not devour it, 
but and it will be no longer barren ; ſpeak the 
AV word , and the work will be done. . 


ut 4 oe a 70) fe corre or Far e© 
= fore w Upon a Buſh of thorns. *** OO 
his 6 Med. (Þ&rvingabuſh of thorns fpring- 
.: » J-ing up 1n a'place where 1 expe-- 
off Qed better fruit, I cauſed them. to be ftockt 
ou'Y up and. put:.into a gaps. where a fence. was. 
off wanting, for the ſecuring the garden ; and 
HY the eotirning herbs, and flowexs from .da-. 
17 & mage and detriment ; - this. occaſioned this" 
following Meditation ; As thele . being a. 
the F fruit of the curſe, ſpring up of their 'own 
my | accord without labour or toil , ſo ſin and. 
be corruption-z: a-fruit of the fall, do naturally 
ed, | fpring up in the ſoul, without any pains-5 
OU F| and as the-earth own theſe , ſo doth the 
It | heart own fin, as its own proper pradutt ; 
ck God curſed the earth for mans ſake, Gen.3. 160. 
and rns and thiſtles it. hath ſince 
* & brought forth: This made me conſider , - | 
C.. how | 
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18 Upon & Buſh of thorns. 


how faithful God is in the execution of his 


threats as well as of his promiſes; and of 


how dangerous a nature fin 1s , that pro- 


duceth 'ſuch effeftts ; how happy we had 


been if we had not ſinned, and how miſera- 


| ble by reaſon of fin ; Had not man fallen, 
the earth had not been curſed, but would 
have yeilded her encreaſe, probably , with- 
out labour and pain, and man might have 
folaced himſelf in the contemplation of 
God, and held communion with his Crea- 
tor , and have had nothing to break his 
peace with his God ; My contemplation 


Upon this occaſion went further , I conſfi- 


dered how fitly the Holy Ghoſt had compa-' 


red wicked men to thorns , Micha. 7. 4. the 
beſt of them ts as 4a briar and the moſt upright 
of them is as a thorny hedge, 2' Sam. 23. 6. the 
fons of Beliall ſhall be all of them as thorns 
thruſt away gbecauſe they cannot be taken with 
hands, but the man that ſhall touch them muſt 
be. fenced with iron , and the ſtaff of a ſpear, 
and. they fhall be utterly burnt with fire m the 
ſame place. Thorns as they choak the' good 
. ſeed,''and nothing can proſper that grows 
near them ; ſo 'tis with wicked mea , 'a 
gout hen ſhall not live by them , but he 

all be moleſted, if not infeQed by them; 
yea , wicked Mapiſtrates themſelves , and 


thoſe that fit on the {oe of Judicature . 


may fitly be reſemble 


to a thorn ; when 
the F 
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Upon «Þejb of horns. - | 19 


he poor ſheep comes for ſhelter, he is. ſure 
co leave ſome of his coat . if not of his skin 

bchinde: him ; I conſidered, this: alſo was. 
the, fruit ' of the fall, otherwiſt man, had 
not beet endued with ſuch toxious quali- 
ties : whereas now . wicked met like tha 
Amorites ate as pricks in 'the eyes. , and 
thorns in the ſides 'of every true ſraclite ; 
Theſe alſo are. the tares , which. f e devil 
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was mt de beg tl horns 7 Ns de Rack Ws bat: 
ter fruit the $3g od doth m ake ſome 
uſe of wicked mer ie, the: good © oe his 'peo- 
ple, {dinerimes he ttiakes them his: skullions 
nA ſconte, off their 200 Y and make them 
righrer , whereby they ſully- Hentelves A 

nd when their i ty I done; they ſhal 1 bg 
rn! off” Sometft ar® his rod to 
aMict his' Saints, FR, ett 
£ my #nper,, &c.b [ge the chitd&*i$' Te: 
ried, "che: rod g be burat; : and” fome: 
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zaſſeth a true convert or he may make them 


C—__— 

—— — 

h——_ —rurt WY Serene Fog - 
A———— 


20 _ . Upon a Buſh of Thorns, 
trembling partridge to have fallen into. the 
hands of The greedy falcon ;. a meſſenger came 
to Saw, ſaying , the Philiſtines do invade the 
land, and he withdrew his-army, and depart- 
ed, 1 S$41.23.26. theſe Philiſtines were but 
thorns, yet. were they a defence to Davidand ill + 
his followers, and God at laſt will deal with 
wicked men as with -thorns , reſerve them 
for the fire, for -what good they do. ro the: 
godly is for ends, of their own, and not for 
their. ſakes;. the Philiſtings minded not Davids 
god, nor the King of Aſiria Gods peoples re- 
formation, nor Hamarn Mordecaj's and the Jews 
2dvancement; Om! ſoul!canGod turn a _ 
2d Oouto 


intoa nd of and can he bring 


> & Aw "gs "Py as al thu. th 


evil, ang of;theſe thorns make a fence for 
better fruit? admire his wiſdome, and bleſs 
his name © hath he done thee. good by theſe 
thorns, whoſe nature, were to do hurt, bleſs 
him for ir zJie might have made. thee the 


- 
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thorn, aud-for the preſent have ſtopt a gap 
PS” AQ SRD xy. #. Vi «s. wit 75% :  « ] , 
with thee, and reſerved thee to everlaſting 
burning ;, if he hath, grafted thee ' into a | - 
better-ftock,.'and thou, bringeth- forth \better 
fruit, no thanks to thee :"and if thou ſeeſt 


[! 


any, .as yet retaining their old natures, de- 
fire ,not preſently their burning, though f| 7 
they trouble thee ; God may make better 
uſe of them ; a. perſecuting Saul may be- 
come a. preaching Paw, ;and a wicked a- 
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' Uhpon a Baſh of Thorns. L 
otherwiſe ſerviceable to his people ; Be: not 
therefore like the diſciples that would pre- 
ſently call for fire from heaven, upon the 
inhoſpitable Samzmritans ; if they periſh, ther 
miſery will come ſoon enough. ; they - may 
ſay to thee, as ſometime a Souldier did to 
ſome that upbraided him, grudge me not 
my grapes, I am like to pay dear enough 
for them ; ſeeing I muſt FM tor ſtealing 
them ; 'tis thy wiſdome rather to ſee thou 
be not of that number, or otherwife thou 
wilt be reſerved for the ſame condemnati- 
on : O' my God ! ſuch as theſe I was, and 
ſuch T had been hadſt thou not made the 
difference, and too much of that nature re- 
mains in me to this day; Oh that thou 
wouldſt chroughly change me! plant me into 
that noble Vine, that I may bring forth bet- 
ter fruit; yea, purge me that I may bring 
forth more fruit. YEE 
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Upon the diljgencd neceſſary to be; uſed 
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1] 7 MANN et I conſidered how muck 
| time 'and pains, ' ſweat and 

diligence is neceffary to keep a garden 1n or- 

_ der, and make it that it may. anſwer the ex- 
peQtation of the owner, what digging, del- 
Ying and manuring, what planting, fetting, 
Sl C2 dowing.--» 


— 


thorns; and when I conſidered how unfruit- 


22 Upon neceſſary diligence. 
ſowing, fencing, weeding, watering, &. 


muff be uſed, and all little enough, and per” 
haps too little to produce a good. crop; 


This Obſervation made me to reflect upon 


' . my own ſoul, and to conſider whether ever 


T had taken ſo much time or pains, orbeen 
at fo mych coſt for it, the only garden God 
delights in, and the chiefeſt_ I ſhould look 


. after, as I have been for a little ſpot of earth : 


here it is the herb of grace ſhould grow, 
and this ſhould be a gardez of ſpices, Can. 
4.10. This Conſideration made me bluſh at 
mv own folly, when I conſidered how care- 
full I had been of a pgor worthleſs piece of 
ground, and had beſtowed fo much pains 
and coſt, upon it, which: yet yielded but a lit- 
tle pleaſure, and leſs profit, and inthe mean 


time neglected the ſoul which is of ten thou- 


fand,timesa greater concernment ; and when 
alſo T had conſidered: the fruitfulneſs of my 
garden, and the barrenneſs of my own heart, 
I concluded, had IT beftowed as much time 
and pains in planting, watering, and fencing Þ 
that, asI have done1n this garden, it would 
have yielded better fruit then I can expe 
thence: Well may I fy. with the Spouſe, 


 .Cant,1.6..,they made me keeper of the Vineyaras, 


but my own Vineyard 1 have not boy: I have 
not taken Gods counſel, Zer.4.3. break up the 
fallow ground of your hearts , and fow not among 


ful 
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zo be uſed in x garden. 23 \_ 


ful my heart was, I concluded it had not 
been {ufficiently humbled, but the ſeed was 
fown among worldly cares and fears, and 
| diſcontents, and thoſe thorns had choaked 

it, _ no more {ruit appears: I conſider- 
, ed therefore how needfull it- was for God to 

plow long and deep furrows on my back by 

affliction, that he might come to the root of 

the weeds; and this ſame thing quieted me 
, | under ſome dark diſpenſations of providence ; 
- TI conſidered what a folly it was for a man 
t & that will notſuffer a weed in his garden, and 
- & yet will ſuffer the weeds of ſin in his ſoul, 
f Wy though they are far more pernitious to the 
s | herb of grace there planted, then the moſt 
- | peſtiferous 'weeds in the world can be to 
1 | the choiceſt flowers ; and yet one reigning 
- | fin is a greater deformity'to the ſoul then a 
n | thouſand weeds can be to the faireft garden : 
y | Oh my ſoul! why art thou ſo prodigall of 
r, | time, and pains, of coſt, and care, of 
e | ſweat and induſtry for a yery trifle, and in 
g | the mean time negleQ thy greateſt concerns, 
- thy ſelf, thy God, and thy eternall happineſs?” 
, 


4 -* 
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wen didſt thou take ſo much pains for hea- 

, | ven as thou haſt done for the earth? why 
5, | art thou digging and delving in the earth, 
e | as if happineſs were hid under the clods, + | 
e | when thon miyeſt be: ſolacing thy ſelf } 
with thy God? God hath not been 'want* |} 

ing to thee, but thou haſt been wanting 'to- 
| Ce 


— 


DL WL A ern TRI In OBI — = ——_— W——_—— 


— - SAPD ha 
ee etna ara nnnn——crtne ent SIN 


—_— NE ee nn OOO - 


mY : As a> news Hen, 154 Lo 
0 I I IEEE "Eien er . 


24 Upon neceſſary diligence 

thy ſelf, he gives thee time to run thy race, 
when thou leaveſt thy way to run after but- 
- terflies, which it thou take, they will: but 
foul thy fingers: Thou haſt been pruned and 
dreſt by many choice pardiners, why yet 
art thou fruitleſs? lay thy hands to the work, 
tear up thoſe weeds that hinder the flowers : 
Doſt thou expect happineſs here below, why 
elſe doth thy affeQion grovell upon - the 


round? Will a handfull of herbs, or a bo- 


Dr full of flowers give thee content? Oh 


what a poor happineſs doſt ' thou take up 


with ! Is there no better to be. had? ſerve 
a better maſter, and thou ſhalt have better 
wages: be a better husband, and thy- gains 
will be-the greater ; and {ow in a better ſoil, 
and- thou wilt have a better encreaſe. Oh 
my God ! what anſwer ſhall Ireturn for all 
the pains, and coſt, and time thou haſt be- 
ſtowed upon me: O Lord, how have Iflighted 
thee ! O heaven,how have I undervalued thee ! 
how havel ſuffered the world taþewitch me, 
and ſteal away my heart from my God ?'divert 
. my thoughts, rend my affeCtiqn from theſe 
earthly vanities; let me ſee moreexcellency in 
Chriſt then the world affords,then ſhall I be as 
covetous for grace as others are for gold, and 
take as much pains for heaven as ever I did for 
earth, and be as: zealous for God as others are 


for lin, and improve my time for the ſpiritual | 


adyantage of my ſoy, 
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f who will be one at Church ,, whoever is 
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u..t.1z. Upon Birds picking upthe ſeed. ' '*. 
8.Mea, Hen I had ſown. my ſeed in 
| vv the garden , I perceived that 
which lay uncovered was made a prey to the 
fowls of theair who pickt it up, and devoured 
it, this brought to my minde our Saviours pa- 
rable of the ſower and the ſeed, wherein he ciſ- 
covers the reaſon why though ſo much ſeed 
be ſown fo little fruit appears , the fault is 
not in the ſeed, for that is good, the good- 
word of God, though ſometimes the env1- 
ous man may mix tares with it ; Neither 
is the fault always in the {ower , though 
ſometimes it may; for many of them are 
faithfull , and painfull, but for the moſt 
part it lyes in the ground , in the heart , 
where the ſeed. ſhould be entertained ; we 
finde here there was but one fourth part 
good , and oh that the one tenth-part of 
thoſe that hear the word were really ſuch ; 
ſome of the ground was high-way ground, 
not. fitted and prepared for a crop, never 
plowed deep enough , the ſeed indeed was 
ſown upon it, never in it, it was never 
covered or harrowed by Meditation , nor 
ſet out by conſideration , and therefore lyes 
liable to be pickt up .by the wicked: one , 
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26 Upon Birds picking up the ſeed. 
abſent ; he makes a path-way over the heart , 
and hardens it againſt the word, this makes 


many fſo' Sermon-trodden that they re-| 


ceive no impreſſion ;- ſome we finde was 
ſown in ftany;places ,. where it had little 
earth, and le{s Toot , theſe rejoice to hear 
it at preſent ; theſe have ſome meltings 


and ſome ſudden pangs of joy. , but they] 


are too violent to hold out , and like a ha- 
ſty rain ſlide away , and ſoak not. in, and 
leave but a dew behinde them ; they are in- 
lightned by a flaſh of lightning , and not 
by the ſun beams; they are- moved by ſame 


external principle as clocks 'or- watches. , or| 


other engines, but the root of the matter is not 
in them, and therefore withers. away , and 
comes to nothing , like corn on the houſe- 
top, for when perſecution ariſeth , they are 
ſoon offended , and Chriſt may take heaven 
to. himſelf for them , if this be his rate of 
it : ſome ſeed was ſown among thorns, and 
theſe ſprung up , and choaked it, the cares 
of the world, and the deceitfulneſs of rich- 
es choak it; few rich men can handle theſe 


thorns , and not prick their fingers ; moſt | 


overload themſelves with earth, and fo loſe 
Heaven, they ſet their hearts with Su! upon 
the aſles, > Sm a kingdome is before them : 
theſe. like difſembling hoſts , welcome: us 
into Innes, and-at laft cut our throats ; and 
there is but a little good ground, and that 


alſo 
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Upon Birds picking up the ſeed; 27. 
alſo brought forth variouſly , ſome an 
hundfed, ſome fixty, and ſome thirty-fold ; 


. my ran cannot excell , we ſhould ſtrive 
CafteF the higheſt pitch of godlineſs , and 


content our ſelves with a low frame 
of ſpirit, but not diſpair , though we fall 
ſhort of it ; God accounts it good ground 
that brings forth any good fruit to matu- 


-J rity : This conſideration made me refle& 


upon my own condition, and call my ſelf 
toan account what ſort of ground my heart 
was , fince ſo much ſeed hath been flown , 
and fo little fruit appears ; Oh my foul ? 


S how comes it thus to paſs , that thou art 


barren and unfruitfull; how comes it to paſs, 
the ſeed is loſt after ſo much labour, pains 
and care , ſo much. manuring and cultiva- 
ting ? what could God have done more 


for thee by the way of means, then he hath 


done ? why then bringeſt thou forth milde 
grapes ? art not thou the high-way-groand ? 
and bath not the devil hardned thy heart , 
that it is become ſermon-proof, and Ordi- 
nanee-proof, and doth he not pick up the 
ſeed which lies loſe upon it , and is not 
covered. by meditation ? art not thou a for- 
getful hearer ? and how can that fruQihe 
that is thus ſtole away ? or was it not 
ſown among ſtones no wonder then if 
fruit appear not , where a root cannot. be 
had : truſt not to all firriog of the affecti- 
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-28 Upen Birds picking up the feed. 
ons : Herod heard John Baptiſt g/adly , and 
reformed many things, but if the 'ftone of 5 
the heart be not removed, and a htart of ge 
fleſh given thee, how can corn be expeRted jh, 
upon a rock that was never ſoftned, mor- ſy, 
tied, or made fruitfull ? or was it not 
fown among thorns ? didft thou not fuf-Nj;£ 
fer the thoughts, the cares, the fears of the ph 
world , or the love, defire of, or delight 
in riches , to choak it ? ' when the heart || 5, 
brings forth ſuch fruits , the word cannot || ye 
proſper ; when the veſſel is full of water, it | x 
can receive no other liquor : O my ſoul! it Þ| th 
this be thy caſe, beware of it, and prepare || - 
thy heart to receive the ſeed, and harrow it Þ| a 
in by Meditation : what good will mear do, Þ x; 
if not eaten and digeſted ? or what good can || _ 
phyſick do if not taken ? or a plaiſter if not Þ| 7 
applied? or the word if not ſet home to, V5, 
the conſcience, and reduced into practice ?\ þj 
empty thy heart of all diftruſtfull cares and Þþ 9 
fears, break up the fallow ground of thy heart , 
and ſow not among thorns. Oh my God! if || 1: 
thou be not the husbandman, there will be 
no good crop; It thou dire& not the plow, | 
_ there will be no good furrow ; If thou bleſs 
not the ſeed ak. the labour, all is in vain ; 
Paul may vlant and Avollo water, but God gives 
the encreaſe : If God ſet not a hand to the | 
work, old Adam will be too hard for young 
 Melanithon, and the devils tares will thrive 
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| pains, and all the coſt, and all the care, 


= Upon Birds picking up the feed, _ 29 
better: :then 'the good ſeed; Man can but 
ſpeak to the ear, God can ſpeak'to the heart ; 
no plaiſter can heal if God be. not the Sur- 
geon ; No. food can nouriſh, it God be not 
the nurſe:; Lord reach my heart, cure my 
wounds, :remove. my_ diſtempers, empty my: 
ſoul of froth and-.yvanity, that the water of 
life may be received : .Say tomy ears, £ph- 
phatha, be. opened, and they will ;hear ; ;and; 
to my heart, be ſoft, and it. will be done; 
Say to theſe dry bones, live ; take my ſtony 
heart 1nto thy furnace, or what good will 
it do. to, preach to a' ſtone? all' the water 
that falls, upon it,. will be ſpilt,- and all the. 
means.of grace loſt: Lord, ſpeak the word, 


fand it will be done ; command my heart: 


] 
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1 ew, j7 reſbing rain after adry ſeaſon. 1 POET 
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9-M-N 'T Hen I ſaw after a dry ſeaſon, 
7, 'V Y wherein the fruits of theearth. - 
languiſhed for want of moiſture ,. that 
when a: refreſhing ſhower : of rain came, 


{ how . they flourished, grew ,, and encreaſed, 


and how. freſh and. fragrant.-thele were , 
which a little before hang'd the head, and 
droop't; TI plainly then ſaw , that all the 


which mea were at, even about theſe earth; 
| ug 
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30 Upon refreſhing rain 


ly enjoyments ,” ſignifies nothing , /if God 
e 


ny his bleſſing, if the influences ' of -hea- 


ven were bit reſtrained, what would all our! 


care and labour ſignify ? we may- riſe early, 
tie down late , and eat the bread- of *care- 
fulneſs, and all to little purpoſe, -but how 
few look up to the true cauſe of plenty or 
want ;* The moſt are like to hogs under 
the tree, (that eat the Erabs , or acorns, 
whien' they fall-, but -regard not- whence 
they come ; and murmure if they have'them 
not ; I conſidered the earth wanted the in- 


fluences of heaven, and' the heavehs'wanted } 


4 commiſfion from God, and till- that was 
ſealed, the creatures could not be ſupplied ; 
it was 1n vain to quarrel', the one: or the 
other ; nay, man had no cauſe to' quarrel 
at any but himſelf where . the obſtacle lay; 
for had not he ſin'd, the creatures had not 
ſuffered ; This ' made me a little «conſider 
the courſe of nature, and how one creature 
depends upor' another, 'and every ofie ſeems 
to be made for another - rather then for 
i f{elf-;- The Sun, the Moons. -and''Stars, 
thoſe glorious lamps, aid beauty-ſpots of 
heaven, in*-their unceſſant and vanerring 
courſes, powr out their heat and light, ana 
influence , upon. the earth, and by this 
means the creatures are generated , and the 
earth refreſh't, without which influence it 


Would be but a barren, dry, and Ms * | 
TO. | E 


after a dry ſeaſon. © 3I 
ble heap, and all things therein” would lan- 
ouiſh, and die. The earth n& ingrateful 
tor received favours, conceiveth and produ- 
Fceth corn, and graſs , herbs afhd flowers, 


: | 
2 plants and trees, and other vegetables,- both | 
wHtor the uſe of man and beaft , whereby | 


the vegetable and ſenſitive creatures are | 
maintained, beaſts of the field, fouls of the | 
air, fiſh of the Sea, and all creeping things 
os fare fed, and cheriſhed : theſe again- offer 
m themſelves for food or ſervice to man, their 
n. little Lord , and he alone is made ca- 
4 pable of communion with his creator ; and 
2s | ſpecially fitted for his ſervice : When I 
| . Shad ſeriouſly conſidered this ſubordination 
16 famong the creatures, and that every! one 
| | {cemed to minde anothers good rather then 
. his own, this led me up to a firſt cauſe, to 
x | enquire who direQed them to an end they 
knew not, and led them by-a rule they 
underſtood not; and: when I conſidered that 
all thoſe famous werks were made , and 
thus ſubordinated each to other ,'and- thus 


a0 —- 


: directed for the ſake of man , this made 
f | me break out with the Pfalmiſt upon 'the' 


like occaſion - Zord , what is man, that thou 
art mindefull of him , or the ſon of man that 
thou regardeſt him ; thou haſt made him 'a little 
lower then the angels, thou haſt crowned him with 
glory and dignity , Pſal. 8. 4, 5. 1 conſidered 
that all this rule and dominion , glory and . 
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32 Upon refreſhing rain 
dignity , was given him , that he might 
ſerve, and honour his - Creator , whoſe 
image he did in the Creation moſt lively 
repreſent , but above all ſublunary crea- 
tures , none have more deviated from - the 
rule God hath given them, nor rags or 
his laws-, nor fruſtrated the ends of their 


creation, more then man, by whoſe fall the 


beauty of the newly burniſht world was 
ſoon ſtained , and the gloxy of it ſoon: ec- 
clipſed. This made me wonder , that God 
ſuffered ſuch enemies to live-upon the face 


of the earth , to be lords over the works of 


his-hands : Oh: the patience , and long-for- 


bearance of a merciful God! that ſuch re-f| 


- bels that have their life , and breath , and 
being from him , and are guilty of ſo ma- 
'nyatts of treaſon, and rebellion againſt hea- 


ven , ſhould yet be preſerved and provided. 


for as they are, and ſo many offers of mercy 
tendred to them : Oh my ſoul ! hath God 
done ſo much for thee , was this glorious 
fabrick of the world made 'for thy ſake a- 


 monsg others ? are the creatures , yea , the,}| 


angels themſelyes ſet a work for thy good ? 
and doth thy great. benefaQtor only require 
the pepper-corn of homage, and the thank- 
ful acknowledgement of what thou haſt re- 
ceived, and obediential homage for the time 
to come ?-and doſt thou deny him that? art 
thou fed and cloathed, maintained _ pee, 
_ | eve 
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after tay ſeaſon. ' 
ſerved by his providence and care, arid haſt 
thou any meat to eat, or drink to drink, or 
cloaths to put on, or health, or ſtrength, 
or limbs , or ſenſes , or, peace , or plen- 
ty, or life , or breath ., : or any other en- 
joyment , but what he gives thee ? and is 
a thankfull acknowledgment of theſe ta- 
vours denyed by thee ? he doth not need 
thee, neither canſt thou 'add - any thuig to 
his glory ,: yet he takes himſelt honoured 
by a thanktull obediential' obſervation ;of 
his commands ; but alas'! how much:time 
didſt thou ſpend, before thou- dit 'cardially 
yield. any thanks to him. for his! benefits 2 


Fand how much wantipg art thbu in. 1t to 


this very day -?. he makes his ſun 40: ſhine 


. upon thee, and fþiis.rain: to; fall upon: thee;, 


he gives thee. fruisfull ſeafons, and: fills thy 
heart with-food.,and gladneſs,” 'tis doubtleſs 


then thy duty; ;tq-devote: thy- ſelf w hotly to 


his ſervice, and: give up not 'only thy name, 
but thy heart to Chriſt; Oh my God ! dot 
thou expeC ſervice from me, enable me to 


Edo it ; I am by nature, a {enceleſs ftock or 


ſtone , dead. in : treſpaſſes and fins , put life 
into me, 2nd: I ſhall. perform the; -acions 


Fof life, T cannot at without thy aſſiſtance; 


give me help from heaven, for vain *« the 
help of man ,' open my lips then ſhall T ſhem-forth 
thy praiſe ; inlarge my heart, then (hall: £- run 


bu 


A 


49 


the ways of thy conmands , touch my tongue with 
| D | 


50 Upon the plucking off 
a coal from thy altar then ſhall 7 trumpet out thy 
praiſe 3 'ſeek thy ſervant, and I ſhall be fond. 


Lf in 00H fee be ft «ut of of Cl or.” — 
&- a Upon the plucking off the tops of weeds. 
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TO. Med, i b> a dry ſeaſon, when the bottles 
+” ' Lof heaven: were ſtopped, and the 
clouds were bound 'up, the- rain reſtrained, 
andithe ſhowers withheld from rhe earth, {6 
thar'it was parched-hard and dry , and- ga- 
ped in: vain foricooling,' moiltning, refreſh- 
ing , foftning ſhowers 3 I obſerved fome 
perſons-when they ':could not' get up the 
weeds: by: the r6ots , tare off their heads, 
which when they had done , the garden 
ſeemedrpleaſant to the beholders,-and gave 
content: for: a-while to the Tpeators ; who 
imagined there had been -a through-refor: 
mation ; but. not long after, when a ſhower 
of rain diſtilled upon” it , the cheat appez- 
red , the weeds ſprung up as freſh and 


flouriſhing as before , yea , like hyara ,Þ 


with more heads then at firſt , ſo this 
partial reformation was diſcovered : -This 
obſervation afforded - this Meditation -, 1 
thought it much reſembled a partiall refor- 
mation in theſbul, when 'men begin their 
reformation at 'the wrong 'end, ar take .1 
wrong' courſe to: kill the tree of fin, as ma 
ny do , they crop and lop off ſome = 
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. the tops. of weeds. 3x7 
ches , and let the root alone, this 15 not 
the way to deſtroy it; many tear off ſome 
of the tops of the weeds -but let the root re- 
— | main in. the ſoul, which when. it is watered 
with the devils temptations, and the worlds 
allurements, andanimated with fit occaſions 
les} and ſuitable opportunities, they ſpring forth 
heſfl afreſh (it may be) with more heads then be- 
dl fore, and then the cheat appears, that thoſe 
{8 fins were not kid but laid aſide : An evi- 
72-0 dent example we. have of this in Herod, who 
h-f| convinced by hn Baptiſts preaching, that 
neſ} iis courſes were not good, ſets. upon a re- 
hel formation, falls out. with many of his ſins, 
5,| ops off here one bough, and there another, 
enf but lets the root remain firm, which after- 
vel wards ſpring forth and 'ſhew themlelves : 
of It is ſaid, he reformed many things, but he 
jr left much work behinde undone; tothe undo- 
er ing of his foul : The fore was only skinned o- 
2 ver, and was not ſound at the bottom, and 
1d} after broke ont with more violence and your 
er anguiſh, like a torrent of water dam'd 
i5h up; when the dam breaks, it runs more fu- 
is} Flouſly.; So did Heyods corruption, even to 
I} the taking away of Zohz Baptiſts head, who 
r-| [before had ſet ſome ſtop to 1t: And. thus it 
ir 1s with many ſeeming Converts, that after 
prove. wicked apoſtates, and perſecute -the 
truth that ithey did formerly 'profeſs, the 
root of the matter -was not in them. Hazae! 
| D 2 _—_ 
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$2 Upon the plucking off 
did not believe ſo much wickedneſs to lodge 
1n his heart, as the Prophet ſpake of, and at- 
terwards appeared : An apple rotten at the 
Heart may have a fair outſide, but the rotten- 
neſs within will in time rot the outſide al- 
ſo; when the fountain is corrupted, it is 
;mpoſſible to purge the ſtream : If the heart 


be rotten, all that thence proceeds will have ' 


an 11] ſayour : This half reformation hath 
been the undoing of many forward Profel- 
ſors in our days; they reformed their lives 
but not their hearts; they lopt off ſome boughs, 


but medled not with the root 3 they went 


toclenſe the ftream,but not the fountain 3 and 
ina little time the corruption within, breaks 
- forth into the life and converſation with- 
out ; and the unclean ſpirit that was caft 
out, takes to himſelf feven more. worſe then 
himſelf, and enters in, 'and the laſt end of 
- that "man is worfe then the beginning, Mat.12.45. 

The devil deals by ' ſuch when he. hath re- 
duced them, as a Jaylour with one that hath 
broke priſon, 'lays on 'more bolts : Runagate 


Chriſtians are the devils greateſt devotes, 


and ſuch apoſtates very hardly (if ever) are 
reduced : O my ſoul ! how ſtands the caſe 
with thee '? haſt. thou not weeded thy own 
garden thus,” and rather tore off the' lops of 
the ' weeds -then pluckt ' them 'up © by - the 
root ? how comes it elſe to paſs that- upon 
every ſhowr of temptation they are ſo apt 


# 
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| the tops of weeds. Oo 
o ſpring up agairt ? took about thee if thou 
wilt not kill fin, fin will kill thee 5 and 
if thou wilt kill the curſed tree, ftub it 
1. | up by the roots, and not lop off here one 
branch, and there another, for if the root 
be dead, the branches will ſoon wither ;- 
| but if the root live, the branches will re- 
þ || vive : The way to cleanſe the ſtream, is to 
purge the fountain ; for {weet water ecan- 
not proceed from a ſtinking puddle : if the 
tree be good, the fruit will be good alſo; 
if the ſpring be not dried up , it will ſoo- 
4 x7 or later overflow the dam : the way to 
cure the ſore is to heal it at the bottome : 
\. | and heart-reformation is the beſt way to 
q © life-reformation : hypocriſie within will like 
2 botch at length break forth, and a rotten 
;f heart will ere long rot the life alſo : Omy 
-” | God without thy aſſiſtance all my eadea- 
3 Þ vours will prove vain : the devil, the world 
and my own deceitful heart will beguile 
me, let me not ſtrive in my own ſtrength, 
F-nor fail of thine affiſting grace ; rather caſt 
me into the furnace , > 3. fuſfer my cor- 
c | ruption and drofs to remain itt me 3 and 
rather gow deeper furrows by afftiction, 
;c || then ſuffer the roots of the weeds to remain in 
my heart : turn me,O Lord, and I ſhall be turn- 
ed; convert me, and ſhall beconverted ;-let 
me not take up with a partial reformation, and 
let nothing leſs then the death of fin give me. 
content. D3' Hpon. 


IC ar AE nn 
—— — — 
——  _— 


-54 Unon the care men take 
Upon the care men take of their Gardens, | 


I 1,34. NJ Hen I conſidered how careful 

_ many men and 'women are to 
keep their garden in order, and what pains 
_ and coſt rhey are at in this thing, and what 


time 'is ſpent to this end ; and how many 


are employed in this work, walling, fen- 
cingdand ſecuring it, in digging, dunging, 
weeding, and much- more ; there muſt 

a rarity be wanting , that love or labour, 
or money; can procure ; there muſt not a 
weed be ſeen, nor hearb, nor flower out 
of order ; what is. dead muſt be ſupplied, 
what is wanting muſt be had, and what is 
luperfluous: muſt be -caft away 5 the tende- 
reſt myſt be ſecured from froſt and ſcorch- 


ing ſun, and the whole muſt be formed, 


after the neweſt mode and lateſt faſhion : the 
alleys and walks muſt be {wept and trim- 
med, and rowled , and levelled ; the graſs 
mown, and kept under, and all ſo exaQly 
done, that -it may appear to be an earthly 
paradice, a place of pleaſure and delzghts : 


fnd —— alſo, that all this while | 


thoſe: very perſons 1ſo curious, and ſo neat 
in; ſhaddows, yet negle& the ſubſtance,.:and 
tuffer their: own ſouls, and the ſouls of their 
Children, ſervants, and near relations, the 
' gardens God -only takes delight -in, P, be 
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of therr Gardens, | 55 
fadly out of order ; and though they -make 
choiſe of the choiſeſt, skilfulleſt, painfulleſt 
men for the other, they let out theſe gar- 
dens to the devils dreſſing, without regard 
who ſows: tares and poppy, cokle, and dar- 
| nell, weeds and rubbiſh, thorns and thiſtles 
in them 53 and' whatſoever bad 1s, which 
grows and flouriſhes without controul, and 
choakes all the gond feed, that is there 
ſown, theſe men are made keepers of others 
vineyards, but their own-vineyard they have 
not kept ; theſe men. ſuffer the devil to 
make a path-way over their hearts, when 
they only look to the ways in their gar- 
dens : I have oft wondred at their ftupidity 
in {piritualls,\ that are ſo ripe-witted in tem- 
poralls; and that thoſe that are ſo good' hus- 
bands for the body , ſhould be fuch bad 
husbands for the ſoul, and thoſe that take, 
lo much pains for a little imaginary plea- 
ſure here, ſhould altogether negle& the 
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: || true pleaſures, everlaſting joys, at the right 
; hand: of God for evermore ; Oh the ſtu- 
7 | pendious folly of. men, to prefer pebbles be- 
. I fore _ and gold before grace, and a 

J handful of flowers before an heartfull of 


holineſs,. and the ſhadow before the ſub- 
ſtance, and earth before heaven, and a gar- 
den before paradice : well, however they do 
now., the time is coining, theſe men will 
fade their miſtakes. and will alter. their 
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56 | Upon the care mentake 


minde, and change their judgment, when 
grace will be accounted the choiceſt flower 
in the' garland, and a dram of it will be of 
more value then a cabinet of Jewels, and 
holineſs will then prove the beſt faſhion, 
though many now diſdain to wear it : Oh 
my ul ! art thou not guilty thy ſelf of 
thoſe ſins, which thou ſo ſharply chargeſt 
upon. others ? doth not this {hew that thou 
lookeft roo much abroad, and. too little at 
home ; art thou not:too deep in the trani- 
- greſſion , which thou: now caſteſt upon ©- 
thers.? and puts other. mens fins in the 
end of the: wallet before, and thine own be- 
hinde . out of ſight ; thou art blinde at home 
and quick-ſighted abroad, azd ſeeſt the mote 
in thy brothers eye, and not the beam inthine 
own ; haſt not thou thy ſelf been more pro-. 
pigall of thy pains, thy time, thy coft, thy 
weat, for meer trifles, then ever thou: haſt 
been about thy greater concerns ? and 1s a- 


ny mans folly more conſpicuous then thy- 


own 2? haſt thou not had thy ears open to 
thoſe bewitching Syrex ſongs of pleaſure , 
and been more tickled with earthly ſenſuall 


delight then with communion with Gad in 


his worſhip and ſervice ? when the world 
hath ſmiled upon thee, how unwilling haſt 
thou been to die and to be with God ?and 
traſt laid cvit thy, ſelf , thy ſtrength, thy 
rxme too much tor. earthly enjoyments, to 


the 
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of their Gardens. 57 
the negleCtt of heavenly riches; ſweep there- 
fore before - thy own doors, before thou 
complain of the foulneſs of the ftreet ; 
pluck out the beam out of thy own eye, be- 
fore thou offer thy helping hand to thy 
brother, to remove his mote ; throw the 
firſt ſtone at thy ſelf, reform whar is amiſs, 
and then thou maieſt reprove another more. 
boldly ; get thy affteQion weaned from the 
world , and thy eye fixt upon better riches, 
and more enduring pleaſures, left God give 
thee theſe for thy portion, and what then 
wilt thou do in the latter end ? Oh my 
God, what ſhall I fay to thee ? how ſhall 
I anſwer thee ? my .iniquity is found out 
this day to be hatefull ; had I ſpent but my 
time for ſpirituall advantages, which I have 
prodigally waſted for yery trifles, it might 
have been much better with me, had I 
planted and ſowed in a more fraitful field, 
I might have had a better crop : Lord, 
wean me from the dugs of carnal delights, 
though it be with the gall and wormwood 
of aflictions, and ſuffer me not to ſurfer 
on the worlds dainties, leave me not to my 


J own will, then' ſhall I undoe my {elf , 
feed me with food copvenent, and it 11 ufhceth 
me. | 
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Upop a negletted Garden. | 


i2.Med. Vet I faw by experience how | 


ſoona neglected garden grows: 


out of form .and faſhion, and in a ſhort 
time , comes to be a rude and indigeſted 
heap, grown over with weeds and nettles, 
* _ and rubbiſh, deſtroyed with moles , 
inhabited with toads, {. 


decayed, beaſts and ſwine making a prey of 


it, the one tearing off the tops, the other- 


digging up the roots of the tender plants, 


the hearbs and flowers dying, withering or 


decaying , choaked by the weeds , or {tar- 
ved for want of nouriſhment, nothing flou- 
riſheth but weeds, and nothing appears but 
confuſion, and the whole appearing more 
like a wilderneſs, then a garden ; This 
fight brought to my minde h 
poor ſoul, when it 1s neglected, and nat 
eedfully obſerved, then all run to ruine, 
and tends to confuſion, nothing that good 
is, proſpers 5 nothing that is bad, but flou- 
Tiſheth ; corruption ' and fin get the upper 
hand, and grace 1s - kept . under 3. the 
fegce is let down, the watch is negleQed, 
and the' devil, that -wilde boar of the forreſt, 
deſtroys the tender wines, roots up every good 
inclination , ſpoils every good motion, in- 


tention 


rpents, or other. 
vermine, the wall broken down , the fence 


e ſtate of the. 


OE Tas  ._ a OA. ps A-_A A Py WA 1H => & 


mp a, A, ay 


Onyuvy RRAYg 


- 


= YT. TX. : 0. >&. A. 


Upon a negletted Garden, 59 
tention and reſolution, and lays all waſte ; 
how many have I known, who when they 


have been under good. Maſters, good pa-. 


J rents, 'good Miniſters, have been very hope- 


ful, and towardly, and were likely to have 
made good inſtruments in the Church, for 
Gods glory, if not pillars in the houſe of 
God; while their graces, and good inclina- 
tions were well watered and they received 
encouragement in their religious courſes ; 
then the flowers of grace ſeemed to flou- 


Tiſh, and good deſires, holy intentions, and 
reſolutions, to bud-forth, and: hopeful be-- 


ginnings ſhewed' themſelves, and promiſing 
parts gave hopes of future encreaſe ; But 


when theſe fire-ſticks, not well kindled,. 


were once removed from thoſe that: ſet 
them a burning, they were ſoon extinguiſh- 
ed ; when they had changed their habitati- 
ons, their company, when they were left 
to themſelves, or to thoſe that were care- 


leſs of them, they went out of themſelves. 


and vaniſhed in a ſmoalz, or in a inuff 3 


then their corruptions ſoon gathered. head, 


and their graces: were :at an under 3 they 
loon grew rude, and bruitiſh, and given to 
ſenſuality, and' the hearb of grace: for 
want of rain and nouriſhment, watering, and 


weeding, was ſoon ſuffocated by vice, and in 


{hort tune theſe.men ' loft that which - they: 


moTe 
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{cemed to have; and their fouls looked. 'no: 
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60 Upon a negleited Garden. 


more like a watered yu , but a barren 
wilderneſs, or a dunghill covered with 
noyſome weeds, and the dam which religi- 
ous education had ereQed, being broken | 
' down, the ſtream ran more violently ; and 
it-is not unuſual to ſee vice ſo much pre- 
vailing, that they turn perſecutors of what 
before they profeſt : oh my ſoul, is not this 
in part thy caſe ? are there not ſenſible de- 
cays of love in thee ? is, not thy zeal for 
God abated, and thy courage in his cauſe' 
decayed ? are not thy graces choaked with 
weeds, and the wheat overrun with tares ? 
where is the kindeneſs of thy youth , and W© ;; 
the love of thy eſpouſalls, when thou 
wentſt after God in the wilderneſs ? haſt. 
thou not with the Church of Epheſus, /off 
thy firſt love ? doſt thou not ' grow more 
ſtrange with thy God , and doth not God 
= more ſtrange with thee? where is that 
eart and fervour which did appear in thee ? 
that life and aQtivity in his ſervice ? hath 
not the cooling winde of the world abated 
this? and thou beginneſt 'to be ( as the 
world calls it ) more moderate , or ( as 
God calls it ) more lukewarm, the weeds 
of ſin _— ro overtop the hearb of grace ; 
do not theſe grow rank and flouriſhing 


when grace a9 weak and feeble 2 grace 


like the houſe of Saul grows weaker and 
weaker , when fin like the houſe of David | : 
97a. _ gathers | 


= 
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Upon a negletted Garden. 'y1 | 
athers ſtrength ;' well , beware betimes ; 


if thou grow lukewarm , God will ſpew 


thee out of his mouth : if thou bear wilde 


prapess he will pluck down thy tence, and 


ay thee waſte ; if thou art barren, he will 
cut'thee down; and caſt thee into the fire; 
oh my God , without thy aſſiſtance I ſhall 
bring forth no fruit , or. worſe then none, 
wilde grapes ,. grapes of fin and diſobedt- 
ence ; my fins like a bloud-hound will dog 
me at the heels, and finde me our , the 
weeds of ſins and the thorns of cares will 
ſuffer no good herb-nor flower to flouriſh -, 


If God weed them not out : Oh , pluck 'up 


thoſe weeds , keep' under thoſe thorns \, . 
and make up thoſe decays in this thy gar- 
den, Jet the north-winde and the fouth, blow up- 
on my garden , that the* ſpices thereof may flow 


out, Cant. 4. 16. that 1 may be ſerviceable 


% 


to thee , and profitable to man ; let my 
fruits be ripened, 'my graces-greatned , by 
the breathing of the Holy Ghoſt, then ſhall 


1 ſerve thee with thy own , and give .thee 


of thy own ; 1 Chron.29, 14. | 
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Upon the fading of Beantifull flowers. * 


13. Med. f Alking in the garden, I fix- 
at Vi my eyes upon. the flow- 
ers there growing ; I conſidered the' variety, 
HE 


ch. 92 L Ie Poe 
Cn EOS ce > ot rn. - 


1 © in ot are tu” 


OIL? 1 WEIL s SID OA x.) AI IE rr FOI neg et ge ont 
5 as, 


62 * Upon the fading of 
beauty, and {ſplendour .of them 5 /how 'glo- 
rious they appeared, after a cooling ſhower 
of rain, and the refreſhing beams':of the 
ſhining Sun, how pleaſantly - they. :looke , 
how {ſweet thgg«melt;; filling the ambient 
air 'with their ſweet favour, delighring-the 
beholders:{enſes with: their- colour :,-, ſhape, 
and ſcent; and when, oh the other : fide , || 
conſiderxed:how vain and fading all this glo 
Ty was, how tranſitory theſe beautifull crea: 
tures were, and how: their glory.ipaſt; was 
as the-morning dew, which when-the Sun 


in his glory appears, quickly vaniſheth';}© 


when I conſidered, that the ſame day I Jaw 
them in the heighth of their.pride , and in 
their loweſt debaſement ; '!zo dy ' they ar 
(faith Chriſt ) and to morrow . they. are caf 
.znto the oven : the ſame-day. ofttunes. ſees 
them both admired, and deſpiſed, hug'd in 
-the boſome, and caſt out:upon the dunghill; 
-me thought this did lively reſembleithe va 
[nity of all humane felicity, how : tranſitory 
4t-1s and uncertain, and how httle ſolidity 

© Is to be found in any thing.under the 'fun;; 
Now they flatter , and ſeem beautifull to 
The eye, and ſuddenly they wither , vaniſh 
and diſappear: If we.look upon their little 
Lord, .and the owner of theſe things , we 
Jthatl finde him as frait and brittle, as fading] 
-and tranſitory as theſe:; this day you may 
Tei him in the ſtrength of his youth , and 


hi. © 


Beaatifall flowers. 63 - 
his bones full of marrow , and to morrow 
death ſeizeth upon him , and the worm ſweet- 
ly feeds upon him, Job. 24. 20. they are cut 
down as the graſs , and wither as the flower of 
the field , Plat. 37. 12,13. How frequent is 
it in Scripture to compare -man to graſs, 
and-to a fading flower ? Z/ay. 40. 6, 7. all. 


fleſh is graſs, and the plory thereof as the  fiower 


' o 


of the field, the graſs withereth , the flower fa- 
derh , becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord bloweth upoiz 
*'; ſarely the people is graſs, Plal. 92.7. when 
the wicked ſpringeth as the graſs, and when the 


Wl workers of niquity flouriſh, it is that they may 


be out off for ever ; and as man is thus frail 
and brittle, fading and tranſitory , ſo are 
all theſe ſublunary things ; there 1s no ftabi- 
lity, no follidity in them, they are like the 
moon every day ſhewing a new face ; now 
waxing , now waning ; or like the Sea, 
ſometimes ebbing , ſometimes flowing ; now 
a full ſea, and''a few howers after low wa- 
ter ; we may ſee many men flouriſh like 
green bay-trees, and ſuddenly taken' away , 
and the place that knew them ſhall know 
them no more;' now in the height of ho- 
nour, and ſuddenly in the gulph of diſgrace ; 
now flouriſhing 'in riches and _ 
pincht with poverty , our age can witneſs 


| all this; if our own Nation yielded not 


ſufficient examples , we might paſs over | 
into /reland for proof , where a hundred | 
_-— thouſand 


63 Upon the fading off 
thouſand were ſuddenly ftript 'of all 5 and 
for beauty , thoſe that have moſt gloried in 
it, in-a-{hort time by a diſeaſe they have 
been deformed -: ſo for friends, - thoſe that ' 
love to. day , do hate to morrow ; the like 
we may ſay of all. earthly enjoyments :. Oh 
my ſoul, it earthly delights , how pleaſing 
ſoeyer- be ſo fading, and' tranſitory , | here 
- thou ſeeſt thy folly \, in ſpending ſo much 
of thy time in planting , 'pqpning , fen- 
cing, and watering.ſo fading a gourd, and fe 
periſhing a plant , and contenting. thy {elf 
with a painted: nothing: . beauty is but skin- 

deep, and when, the itroſt: -of ſickneſs ,. or 
the winde of old age comes, it will wither ; 
death will equal the fair with, che foul, the I n 
young with the aged : riches/are no ſurer, ÞÞ 0! 
they. take themſelues ' wings ' ,, and fly away I 1 
ſtrength will decay*, and. Sampſon himfelf IN L 
cannot grapple with..death . 5 fzonour is-the I 2: 
emptieſt . of bubbles -z and het that this day I} ic 
is aſcending the higheſt round of the lad- I ”t 
der ,. of,.promotion , may ſuddenly break | w 
his..neck, in the fall , as Zamax. did : but || th 
there is a beauty: which will never fade ; 
prac .and holineſs. will never .ohange co- 
our; there are riches which will be cer- 
tain, laid up where. neither ruſt corrupteth 
nor theives can ſteal or plunder: ; there are 
honours which. will laſt to. eternity 3 plea- 
ſures at, Gods right hand, that never Pall 
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. Uponſtones inthe garden: © 65 
haye end ; there is meat that periſheth not; 
but endureth to eternal life ; fpend not thy 
time in ſeeking after theſe guilded nothings 
: JF and painted vanities 3 Oh my God, beſtow + 
theſe things upon me, that .will do me 
good ;- theſe garments will adorn-me, and 
make me beautiful, in the eyes of God, and 
good men ; this food wilt nouriſh my foul; 
and theſe riches will make me rich indeed; 
put me not off with ſuch trifles as the 
| world affords, and with which the devyi]. 
f £ pleafeth fools and franticks ; the riches of 
Chrift; the. jewells of .grace, the crown 
r if of glory, are worth wiſhing for , working 
- Þ for, ſuffering for, ſtriving, fighting , run- 
z | ning, wraftling , yea, dying. for, when all 
, © other things are not worth the pains and 
; | fweat which uſually are ſpent upon thens : 
f | Lord, no portion but thy f{elf. will fatisfie , 
e | 0: husband but Chriſt will ferve my turn, 
7 | 20 pleaſure wilt pleaſe but thoſe at thy 
- E zight hand , no jointure but a kingdonr 
« | will content 5 Lord, give me theſe thougltr 
t || thou take from me all the reſt, a 


EY 


| Upon Stones in the Gerden. 
14. Med. OP@=vig in the garden many 


y SN OI, OY 

-l ſtones: mixt with: other. ſoil , 

| Yand conſidering how uſeleſs , fruitleſs, and 
l. S 'E 


unprofitable 


66 Upon Stones m the garden. * 
unprofitable they were , yea though they 
had the--ſame husbandry beſtowed upon 


them, the ſame ſun to ſhine upon them , - 


-and watered with the ſame ſhowers, though 
they had the {ame ſeed and labour , the 
ſame mucking and manuring, \the ſame til- 
ling and weeding , as the other ſoil had , 
yet were never the better , never the ſof- 
ter, or more pliable ; they remained ſtones, 
ſtill fraitleſs and unprofitable ; yea, though 1 
broke them in pieces : I could neither mollify 
them , nor make them fruitfull , nor pro- 
fitable , but they were hurtfull and pernici- 
ous .to the place they were in ; neither axe 


agor hammer , fire nor water could change Fl. a. 


their nature ; neither fair means nor foul , 
the ſummers ſun , nor winters froſt could 


not change them, they were ſtill-the ſame - #:; 


hereupon I cauſed them tobe gathered to- ſq, 


| yr and caſt out of the garden ; to mend a I, 
foul way ; . and by this means that which be- Sx; 
fore was a detriment now became a be- Þ.+ 


nefit. 3. This Obſervation helpt me to 
this Meditation, it brought to my minde 
the nature of a ſtony heart ; oh how live- 
ly do theſe. ſtones repreſent this to us ; the ſto- 
ny heart is of the nature of a ſtone, mer- 
cyes cannot melt it , judgements cannot 
break it ; ſee this in Pharach , his heart 
after all the judgements continues ſtone 
fi1l}, good ſced fown in a ſtony heart brings 


nothing I 
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tpop ſtones in the Gardey, 67 
nothing to-perfeCtion; nejthey caq-it take any 
deep root; as we {ce inthe parable of thei :ſtony 
——— recetye-the word:wath joyy! but * 

ave not root, and therefore ſoon wither 5! Hey, * 
ouly taſte of the good word.of God;: Heb: 6: 45. 
as cooks:do: of their: Tauces '{ + ſath{:one 
they ler nothing down, they digtſt-it: nov; 
this ground though never {o carefully. hus- 
banded, even by Chriſt himfelf;' the wiſeft 
husbandman, yet brings no fruir-ro:maturi- 
ty; I have ſometimes wondred how wicked 
. | men could'fit under the: powerful! rheans of 
; pan hs M iniftry of the Word,: and have 
- I hell-fire flatht in their faces, and/ yet never 
* Þ tartle atit; though the ame - ſing wbich their 
» | conſciences know they-are deeply'iguilty: of, 
j 2re again and again condemned-to hell,;and 
* Wit be: proved that thoſe that live in ſuch firs 
J ſhall never goto heaven; and-the Chapters 
* Fond verſes alledged where God doth ſentence 
Wich finners to hell,.and exclude them 'bur 
” Not heaven,” yer they: xemain as/2mfbnſible as 
blocks, or ſtocks, '6r the! ſtones-thep tread * 
upon, or the ſeats they*ſit upon, or/the: pil- - 
- Far they lean againſt; and whatwonder js 
0” £it that one ſtone ſhould be as'! infenſible as 
T* J another? And on the other ſide, when - the 
ot} melcing promiſes of the Goſpel are preſt ;and 
It } God, and. Chriſt, and heaven; and happi- 
nels, everlaſting pleaſures, 'and treaſures, 
glory and happineſs is offered, this. makes 
wn ' *F I not 
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68 Ypon: ſtones in the Garden. 
not {>- deep an impreſſion, as the: offer of 
one ſhilling, nay, of one penny, will from 
-a man* Doth not this plainly prove, that 
theſe mens hearts are {enceleſs ftones? Now it | 
is: the. nature. of ſome ſtones, fire will not 
[melt-them;} water will not ſoften them, no: 
thing will mollifie them; fo it is of wicked 
men,. neither mercies, nor judgements will 
work upon them; Pharaoh was ſuch a ſtone, 
-nothing:would work upon him, though he 
was broken' to ſhivers, each -piece retains its 
.naturalt: hardneſs, : it; is ſtone fill; byt ſuch 
ſtones..that will not:be fitted for Gags build: 
ing; he will employ-them. otherwiſe, and 
- make' ſtepping-ſtones of them,'God will; not 
loſe by them; | if they , will aot-Alerve':for | , 
'one ule, they. {halb-fos anothbs;:; Tis true FÞ 
-he hath a furnace, that can i melt_them,F 
and happy'1s/he-that :is:caft: into it; af they Þ 5; 
miſs of that: they ſhall. be, re{epyed tor the | pj 
infernal. furnace. where' they: fhall-:always | 
burn-but never .be:conſumed, neither {ſhall F 
any: of their drofs:' ever waſte 3; in thefſ 
mean'-while as. God ;made uſe 'of thorns q, 
( as before-wias noted ):{o- can he -of theſe} ge 
:ſtones;' :for:i the. good of his Church ; ob ;. 
*my :ſoul; this. was' thy caſe, this was thy "_ 
condition by; 'nature, out of the ſame roc 
-waſt thou-hewn, and out of the fame hole 
.of the -pit waſt thou - digged 3 thy heart 
was as. hard as the-nether millſtone, and 
;  - reſembled 
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Upon ſtones inthe Garden." 69 
reſembled the flinty rock, that would nei-. 
ther bend nor bow, and was. as 1nfenſtble: 
of ſpirituall things, as the ſtones 1n the-. 
CF ſtreet, much water was ſpilt upon this rock, 
© which could not be gotten up again'z much 
waſhing was beſtowed to make this black- 
df amore white , but all in vain 5 many a mel- 
I ting Sermon thou haſt heard, and didft re- 
C | main ſtone ſtill ; how is the caſe at .pre- 
ce | ſent with thee 2 what is thy preſent condi- 
[5 tion ? hath God melted thee in his furnace? 
h | hath he changed thy nature? hath he faſhioned 
dB thee anew, and moulded: thee into a better 
d ſhape,and giventhee a better form? hath he ta- 
Dt ken away the heart offſtone;, 'and'giyen thee 
Or a heart of fleſh ? hath he fitted thee for his 
ue Þ own work ? and hewn, and ſquared thee 
>} for his own building , to be. united to Je- 
& | ſus Chriſt the chief. corner-ſtone ? if fo, 
he | bleſs God for it , for it was his own 
13] work, thou waſt not able to, fit thy: ſelf , 
nor all the Miniſters in England to help 
he thee , had not God put his hand to' the _ 
0SF work; - but if thou retain -ſtill: thy! old in- 
eſe flexible nature, as hard and fenſeleſs'ias e- - 
oh ver , if thou be unpolliſhed ;i rough and 
wl craggy , notwithſtanding.all the-pains God 

hath beftowed upon thee, iaften!:fo, much 
melting:,- and ſo muchihewing/:rwellCtnaiſt 
thou 'fear - thou ' wilt: be . caft cout! amongſt 
the rubbiſh: ,'as- unfit for-Gods wt, and 're- * 
Yee "F 


' ſerved 
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70)  Hpon ſtones inthe Garden. 
ſeryed-ifor the fire of hell, which will nei- 
ther refine thee , nor.yet. conſume. thee ; 
Oh.my God, 'great pains and bolt thou 
haſt beernrat with me ; but I haye not anf- 
wered thy pains , nor quit thy coſt ; I re- 
main {till:rough and hard, notwithſtanding 
all the blows-of thy workmen : but Lord, 
x thow 'wouldſt blow the. fire,, I {ſhould 
melt, if thou wouldit-lay thy hand upon the 
workmans axe , I ſhould -be fquared and. 
fitted for the work : Lord, tather lay great 
blows:'upon' me, then ſuffer me; to be un- 
poliſht , or caſt out ihto the rubbiſh ; take 
away. the heart of ftone;, give me 'a heart 
of fleſh , that I may/melt at thy mercies , 
and tremble at thy Judgemnents. 


b 4 
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' * *Hpon worms in the garden. 


15+ Med; 7Hen' I was digging in the 
[x Y garden, I oblerved many 
worms and other infeAts which divine pro- | © 
videhee had: there :difpoſed to: be fed and | 11 
cheriſhed/;! but by what I know: not : here, | v 
it-is like, they had'-their : birth , and firſt | uv: 
being.,:here-they-led their lives ,.and here 
( for: ought-1 know) they. will Giniſh theit | th 
courſe! ;-and:take-their: ends: :' 1; confidered | 7 
that: rhe ren that 'had  appoin- | * 
id 'out by Place-and' ſtation, ,- where 1 
P2794 | SE | ſhould 


Lo 
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Upon worms in the Garden. m1 
ſhould be born, where I ſhould leade my 
life, and where I ſhould ead my dayes:, 
had appointed, the like for them ; and when 
I had ſpent ſome time in this Confidera- 
tion , what a poor miſerable piece man is, 


| by what names or titles ſoever dignified or 


diſtinguiſhed , that is ſo near a kin to theſe 
deſpicable creatures , theſe filly helpleſs 
worms, they have the ſame father, and 
the ſame mother , and were made of the 
lame matter , by the hand of the fame - 
workman, and were made of duſt, and unto duſt 


they muſt return : we may ſay , t0 corruption, 


thou art my father , and to the worm, thou art 
my mother aud my ſiſter , Fob. 17. 14. Holy 
David, a great man , both for worth and 
dignity, beloved of God, and, King of 2 
racl, yet remembers his original , agd this 
made him humble, he cryes out P/al. 22. 6. 
I am 4 worm. and no man ; what then are 
we, poor ſhrubs, that 'we ſhould have high 
thoughts of our ſelves, or entertain a proud 
conceit of our own worth : we may finde 
in Scripture man is frequently call'd a 
worm , from the ſimilitude that is between 
us and them , being poor, helpleſs , ſbift- 
lels creaturgs , Fob. 25. 56. Behold, even to. 
the m903 and it ſhineth not, and the ſtars , are 
not pure in his fight , how much 1eſs man that - 
is 4 worm, and the ſon of man whichts a worm , 
£fay, 4I, 14, fear nat thou worm Facob , and 
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92 . Upon worms in the Garden. 
ye men of Iſrael, I will help thee , &c. And 


truly as to the body , there is not much 


difference , but in the ſhape; they were 
made of the ſame matter , digged- out of the 
ſame hole of the pit ; were clay in the hand 
of the ſame potter, and ere long ſhall be 
reduced to their firſt original , and had God 
pleaſed , the man might haye been the 
worm, and the worm the man ; yea , the 
moſt' of men have the very nature, and dif: 
poſition of worms ; they mail, and toyl , 
and dig, and root in the earth , and - bury 
themſelves in it, their affeQions grovell up- 
on the-ground , and aim at no higher an 
end, norcarry on no higher a deſigne then 
Scraping muck together, and' minde no 0- 
ther happineſs but how to make proviſion 
for back and belly ; fitly therefore do they 
bear: the name 'of znuckworms, and ere long 
they ſhall lodge together in the duſt, where 
man ſhall be-made a feaſt for worms, Fob; 
24. 19.20. as dronght and heat conſume the 
ſnow-waters, fo doth the grave thoſe which have 
#»ned , the womb: ſhall forget him , the worm 
ſhall feed ſweetly on him , he ſhall be no more 
remembred, Eſay.51.8. the moth ſhall eat them like 
# garment, &c. this is the portion of poor 
man ,''from which grace it ſelf cannot -ex- 
empt:hun : Holy::#0b was not free', #06. 
19. 25. 26. for 7 know that my redeemer liveth; 
4nd that be ſhall land: ut the lates day 7 
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Yoon worms in the Garde. 73 
the earth , and though after my skin worms de- 
ſtroy this body \ yet im my fleſh ſhall T ſee Goa, 
&e. Oh that this were well minded by our 
dainty dames, that now plaiſter and paint, 
and ſpot their faces, to take their prey, and 
ſpend their time in wanton dalliance , azd 
put far from them the evil day ; Oh that they 
would conſider, it is not long before they 
ſhall dance after deaths pipe, down to the 
chambers of darkneſs ,. where they mult 
make their bed in the duſt, and the worms 


ſhall make their neſts between their breaſts; 


and eat out theſe wanton windows of love, 
and meſſengers of luſt : Oh what an hum-' 
bling conſideration might this be , if well 
thought on , to thoſe that now. ſcarce 
think the ground good enough to tread up- 
on, and"muſt not have the winde to blow 
upon them, or the ſun to ſee them; and go 
in an antick dreſs, and ſtudy how to 
pzmper worms meat , and go like petty 
angels, little thinking , they are fo. near 
akin' to poor deſpicable worms : Oh my 
foul, waſt thou as clay in the hand of the. 
potter, and made of the ſame mold with 
this poor worm , bleſs God that hath 
made the difference , it was: in his power 
to have made thee the worm , ' and this 
worm the man ,. then hadſt thou lain | a- 
ble to be daſht by every foot; ' but God 
hath made thee a rational creature , capable 


of. 
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74 | Mronwormsinthe Garden. 
of Communion with kimſelf., and enjoy- 
ment of him for eyer ; let the thoughts al- | 
ſo of thy original, d»ff thou art , and anto 


auft thou ſhalt return, keep thee humble ; have | 


fall in thy minde the worm thy mother , 
and f{iſter : it ts a fin and ſhame for an an- 
gellto be proud, much more for' a duſtheap, 
and one of theſe days , thou muſt make 
thy bed in the duſt , and this carmhly taber- 
wacle will be azfſolued ; provide therefore a 
new habitation, a houſe not made with hands, 
but eternal in the heavens ? Thou halt a bet- 
ter part indewed wuh more noble faculties 
thea theſe poor creatures have , which if 
not provided for, thou art a thouſand times 
ina worle condition then they -are; thou 
waſt made for an higherend, and fitted to do 
God better ſervice, but they never tranſgreft 
their makers wlll nor Creators laws, as thou 
| haſt done, and if thou art not regenerated 
and born agatn, thou hadſt better never have 
been born, or elſe made a dog, or toad, or 
poor crawling worm , whoſe miſery ends 
with life, when thine will begin at thy 
death ; theſe ſerve God better in their kinde | 
then thou haſt done ; Oh my God, it was | 
. thy will there ſhould be a difference be-. 
tween me and theſe irrational creatures, 
thou haſt indewed me with more noble ta- 
culties, and didft. create me in thy. own 
tmage, and madeſt me, Lord, over wr 
| | | wor 
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Upon worms in the Garden. 75 
work of thy hands 5 but oh how ſoon was 
- F this image loſt, and I diſabled for the work 
:0 © I was created for ; I became as a loft ſheep, 
ve JO ſeck thy ſervant, that 7 may be found : 1 
> | 2m the prodigal, incline my heart to come 
n- | home to my fathers houſe. z and open thy 
P, Þ arms and heart to receive me; giveme in thold 
ke | qualifications that are neceſſary to thy ſer- 
r- || vice, renew thine image in my ſoul, pardon 
a | my tranſgreſſions, and be favourable to my: 
5, | foul ; mortifie my corruptions , then ſhall I 
t- | be able to ſerve thee with chearfulneſs, and 
eS | ſhall have occaſion to bleſe God that I was 
it | made a man, and not a worm. \ 


eS 
u rr "I" 

-  Hponanheapof Ants or Piſmires. 

u | 16. Med. F7Inding in the garden a heap of 
d ants or piſmires, at the root of a 


e ff tree, which I look't upon. as no friends 
Yr | but enemies toan orchard, I diſturbed them 
is | with my foot, and they  foon took the al-. 
y | arm, whereupon I took notice how thefe 
le |} painful creatures behaved themſelves when 
Is f thus diſturbed ; they were all in a confuſi- 
e-.j on, ſome run. this way, and ſome that, 
-» | and no one knew where, or how to ſettle; 

i- Þ and yet I obſerved every one laying holdiof 
ſomething, and getting ſome burden upon 
his back, though he knew not - w Rr 0 
: AF 
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76 Upon an heap of Ants or Piſmires. 
bear it , I thought this confuſion reſembled 
a beſeiged City, when taken by the enemy, 
or the Countrey when an enemy makes an 
incurſion, the inhabitants every one ſhifts 
for- himſelf, one' runs this way, another 
_ that, to fave himſelf, and if it may be to 
ſecure his chiefeſt Jewels, or that which 
he moſt values 3 this minded me by the 
way , that it was a Chriſtians wiſdome in 
all the incurſions' of ſatan; and the inroads 
and aſſaults he makes upon us, to ſecure 
the ſoul our chiefeſt Jewel, and not leave it 
unguarded at 'his mercy : this is our fort- 
royall, which if taken we are undone, but 
if fafe, though he take the out-works , it 
matters not much, if the caſtle be ſecure : 
Let us ſtore this therefore with proviſion, 
and ammunition, againſt the aſſaults of this 
treacherous enemy. Again , this confuſed 
ſtir that thus ' happened among theſe poor t 
inſets, repreſented to me the hurlyburly 
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thit 1s abaoad in the world, wherein are - 
millions of men; ' every one driving on ff © 
. Tore particular deſigne, and yet go vari- t 


ous ways to work ; ſome purſue after riches, 
ſome honours and ſome. pleaſures, and yet F 
agree not on the way, nor on the means to q 
attain their end:: Thoſe that'aim at riches, 
all tread not in the ſame fteps , ſome go 2 
more 'plain way then others do, and by la- 
bourious toiling,” 'carking;, ' care' ayid groves 
TS -; WET i My or 
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Upon an heap of Ants or Piſmires, 77 
ſeek to get it, and are no ones foes but their 
own, in ſpending ſo much time upon it; 
that they negle& their greater concerns; o- 
thers by more ſubtill , but leſs honeſt ſhifts; 

caſt their ground, and think to take their 
prey before their neighbours ;- theſe by ly- 
h © 10g, cheating, ſwearing , forſwearing, co- 
zening, and cireumventing , make haſt, to be 
rich, but cannot be innocent : thele ofttimes 
1; | with the Zag/e ſtealing meat from: the altar, 
bring a coal with it, which fires their own 
neſts : ill-gotten goods ſeldome proſper, 
and - the third heir ſeldome enjoys them ; 
ſome in the purſuit of honour take the way 
of yertue , and hunt after it; by | deſert,;but 
theſe are but few, yet. this is the ſecureſt 
rozd': others endeayour to aſcend the ſteps 
of promotion by fawning, and flattery,: and 
4 | ſuch indire& courſes, but though rheſe are 
. | the moſt by fag, yet ofttimes they break 


Ir uS 
their necks ere_they come tothe top of the 


y xd br | 
ladder, and are-always ſet inſlippery places; 

2 the former way thowal leaſt, ———_ ,.and 
: | moſt painfull, is the fureſt.and fafeſt 5; for 
« || honour follows virtue, as. the:ſhadow doth 
+ | the ſubſtance : - others that purſue pleaſure 
o | differ alſo, ſome ſeek after, more innocent 
| delights, others efteem none; worth enjoy- 

'F ing, but what is the forbidden fruit, and 


deſperatly purſue ſuch pleaſures, that' periſh. 
ere ' they. are budded, ard the end of hoy 
oy: mirt 


78 Upon an heap of Ants or Piſmires. 


mirth is hexvineſs. Tn a word, ſome are I" 


building caſtles in the air, and never live to 
| finiſh them,” others are getting goods, and 


know not who ſhall enzoy them ; others | 


are raking together by hook or by crook, 
and others are ſcattering abroad what is thus 
{craped together, and ſpend all, and know 
not who ſhall relieve them ; ſomeare pro- 
miſing themſelves content if they had a 


Lordſhip,” others if they had a Dukedome, | 


and fome if they had a.Kingdem , which if 
attained they are no nearer ſatisfaction, then 
before 3 and they are ſcarce warm in: their 
places, but death with a daſh with his 
foot, breaks the pitcher, and fpoils the 
ſport, and ftrips him of that 1n an hour, 
that he hath been projecting for all his 
life : and thus you ſee there 1s a confuſed 
hurly-urly in the world, every man dri- 
ving on his own defignes, -and God all this 


while tacitly by this, 1s a carrying on his. 


defignes, perhaps quite contrary to theirs, 


Or this tumultuous confuſion amoneſt theſe 


 Tixtle creatures may reſemble a crowd in a 


marker or fair, ſome ruſh/this way , ſome _ 


that, that he that ſtands at a-- diſtance, and 
obſerves their' motion, thinks it is ' a  eon- 
fuſion, yet every man is carrying on fome 
deligne or 'other, and moves accordingly. 
_ Oh my foul, boſe not thy falf, thy pains, 
thy precious time, as many do, 1n ſeeking 


honey | 


| Upon an heap of Ants or Piſmires, 79 
honey in a waſps neſt, or that in the world 
which no man was ever yet able to finde 
there ; content, fatisfaCtion, and happineſs ; 
Jtheſe are not ſown in the - furrows of. thy 
eld. and therefore are not to. be found in 
full bags, and barns ; content grows not 
in natures garden, and thoſe that ſeek hap- 
pineſs beneath the moon, are miſtaken ; the 
enjoyment of God in glory. isour compleat 


* Fhappineſs, and nothing elſe will give the 
f Bfoul content, let the world fay what it 
1 [vill to the contrary: carking cares., -and 
e ſifetting fears, and Jealoufies about earthly 
« [£njoyments, are. fo far from being the way 
, to it, that it choaks the word which 1s the 


means to attain it : the riches, honours and 

« [pleaſures the world affords, which are the 
1 [worlds Deity, whereupon moft men doat, 
as much as the Epheſians did upon Diana's 

Temple, bear no more proportion to- true 

riches, true pleaſures, and true honours, 

then» painted” fire on the wall to- true: fire, 

or a King upon a Stage, to a King upon 

the throne, they only bear an empty name, 

and notion ;- thoſe that purſue them will 

Finde their miſtake, and that they were 
not worth their time and pains, and cark 
and care , eſpecially; their fouls, which are 
like to be loſt into the bargain ; but God 
and Chriſt, and heaven and glory, are 
worth our labopr ; we cannot buy this gold 
| to 


8o Uponanheap of Antsor Piſmares. 
to dear. : Oh my God, this hath been my 
folly, to hunt after theſe butterflys, and 
negle& the race, where a crown of glory 
was to be the prize, and my own fool lay 
at the ftake ; 7 have laid out my money for 
that which is not bread, and my labour for "that 

which ſatisfyeth not : T have been one of theſe 
buſy creatures, that have mace a great and 
confuſed buſtle in the world, to little pur- 
poſe : help me now to devote my felf to 
thy ſervice, and give up not only my name, 
but; my heart to Chriſt, then may I expe 
a better reward, then the world -hath given 
me,-'and+better happinels then the creatures 
can afford. 


hy © 
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Upon the Diligence of the ants. 


17. way of (30 the former occaſion, when 
| | LI had ( as before was noted ) 
diſturbed the ants , and put thenry, into 2} ad 
confuſion, I obſerved what would be the th 
iſſue, and ſaw. when the preſent fear , andſ of 
amazement was a little over , which put wi 
them into that diſorder , they unanimoul-f or 
ly with a joint conſent , applyed them-} w 
--ſelves , with might and main, to order ſj ar 
what I had diſordered with my foot, and 
to repair the breaches I had made in their 
. Caſtieor ftrong-hold, every one laying hole 


I PIs WP earn nn oo 


. Upon the Diligence of the ants; \ Sx 
of ſomething; and carrying it to the com- 
mon heap ; methought , they did :reſemble 
rf a well ordered , well governed common- 
ay} wealth , where the whole community joyn 
rf heart and hand for the common: intereft , 
tf and lay out their ſtrength for the publick 
fol benefit ; but alaſs ! where 1s there ſuch a 
ad government , ſucli a ſociety to be found ? 
r-} what a happy thing were it to ſee the in- 
to habitants ofa Nation, of a City, of a Town, 
ie, or Village, to have publike ſpirits , and. 
a} every one to concern himſelf in -the con- 
en cerns of the whole, and unanimouſly minde 
res the publique good, 2s well * as their own - 
private concerns : but alaſs ! it is far other- 
wiſe, both in Nation, Town and Countrey, 
yea, publike perſons}, that are in Authori- 
ty , and to whom the welfare of the reſt 
is intruſted ,. too many of them have low 
er I} baſe privete' ſpirits, and will go ng: further 
| ) | then their! own-private lahs-; gain, and 
2 advantage drives them ; yea, if Chriſtians 
he that make. more then-.ordinary profeſſion 
nd of religion , were of publike ſpirits , and 
ut | would ſympathize with each other, in weal 
ul-F or wo, and put to a -helping-hand ,” and a 
m-Þ| willing-heart, , and watch over each other, 
ler arid affiſt one: the other, upon all occaſions, 
nd and exigencies, for foul and for body, what 
a growing , thriving ,.1weet communion 
{| would there be ? the Pfalmift tels us » Pſal. 
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92 Upon the Diligence of the ants. | 
133. I. behold, how good , and how pleaſant 'it 
3s, for men to dwell together in unity ? it © 
like the precious ointment upon the head , that 
rar down to the beard , &c. yez, like the dew 
of hermon , and the dew that deſcendeth upon 
the mountains of Tion , &c. but ſuch unity 
is more to be wiſht for, then hoped for, 
in our" days, wherein Chriſtians rather wor- 
Ty one another, then help and aſſiſt. The 
dilligence and induſtry of theſe poor - crea- 
tures alſo brought to my minde the 'coun- 
| fel of Solomor to the ſluggard , and oh that 
I could ſpeak it loud enough to my {elf 
and others that are guilty, Pro. 6. 6. go to 
the ant thou fluggard, conſider her ways and be 
wiſe, which hath uo guide, overſeer, nor ruler, yet 
provideth. her meat in the ſummer, and gathereth 
her food in the harveſt. The Naturaliſts and 
others have written much of the induſtry of 
theſe creatures, not only that they gather 
their ſtore, but alſo draw it forth (op lame) 
in a ſun-ſhine-day, to dry it, to keep it from 
putretaQion : Theſe inſeQs are (as one calls 
them) ver: Zaicorum libri, the true Lay-mans 
books, 'wherein they may learn their duty: ' 
Oh man, how art thou degenerated, that | 
waſt made bur a little lower then the angels, | 
and waſft indued with” reaſon to rule theſe 
inferiour Creatures, and not ohly, ad labo- 
rem nurus, fed & ritlone ornatus; and yet now 
muſt be tent to learn wiſdom, not only you 
the 
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Upop the Diligence of the Ants. 83 
the oxe and the aſſe, Tſay. 1.3. not only from 
the ftork, the turtle, the craze, and the ſwallow, 
Fer.$.1. but down to the loweſt form, the 
pooreſt inſets, the moſt deſpicable of all o- 
| thers, and that to learn wiſedom and dilt- 
| gence; theſe by an inſtinCt of nature gather 
Hier food in ſummer for winter ; I ſhall 
man that hath reaſon to foreſee the danger 
be careleſs? But how many, oh too many, 
(as if they had forgot that God had ſaid, 
the ſweat of thy face -ſhalt thou eat thy bread, 
Gen.3.19.) live idly and cannot give account 
of one days work in a moneth ; of this ſort 
are many of our Gentry, that eat and drink, 
and riſe up to play ; but God never gave 
them their parts, and tlieir Eſtates for this 
end, and an account” will be required at the 
laſt, and they will know that they were not 
the only proprietors of what they enjoy, but 
the Stewards: But there are others no leſs 
faulty, perhaps more guilty, and thoſe are 
our idle drones, that make Hier orl their cal- 
ling, and follow no gther employment though 
they are able ; thoſe that coritent themſelves 
in diem vivere, as the fowls of the air do; and 

| ſome are not only idle, but prodigall alſo, 
S! & and ſpendand conſume, that waftefully, that 
e might refreſh their family handſoinly ; but 
% one faith) care ſhould be taken, xe promus 
i fortior condo, that our layings out be not 
more ther our layings up : But the greateſt 
F.5 floth- 
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84 Upon the Diligence of the Ants. 
ſothfulneſs is in reference to the ſoal, how... 
ſtrangely negligent are the moſt of men, 
though God rain mzanz4 about their tents, yer | 
will they not gather it, but ſuffer the ſoul to 
ſtarve; they are like the fooliſh Virgins, they 
ſeek not for oy], till their lamps are out, and- 
the bridegroom be come; or like the wick- 
ed ſervant, bury their talents in a Napkin: 

Oh my ſoul, thou haſt a lefſon for thy in- *F- 
ftruQion; or an example for thy imitation :, | 
theſe poor, yet diligent creatures juſtly re- 
prove- thee for {ſloth and negligence; ma- 
ny of thy years are paſt , and little of | 
thy work is done, thou haſt been playing 
in the duſt, and though called, negleQed to." 
come home to thy fathers houſe ; thou haſt 
trifled out the morning, and now the ſhadows 
of the evening are ſtretched out, and the day 
far ſpent - beware of idleneſs, this will leave 
thee ſhort of heaven ; double thy diligence, 
and amend thy pace ; gzve diligence to make th 
calling and eleftion ſure; be diligent in Gods 
work, that when the devil comes to tempt, 
he may finde thee well . employed ; when 
Chriſt comes to judge thee, he may-not finde 
thee idle; when death comes to call, thou 
maiſt be ready ; when the bridegroom comes, 1 
thou maiſt. have oil in thy veſlel, and a 
Jamp ready trimmed in thy hand; .and a wed- l 
ding-garment on thy back; improve thy 
talents well, that Chriſt may ſay, well con 
oy EE g00 
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Upon the Diligence of the Ants. 85 
good and faithfull ſervant, enter into thy 
| Maſters joy ; when others only wiſh for hea- 
ven, do thou work for it: Oh my God, I 
have been one of theſe loitering truants, 
. that am juſtly here reproved, and ſent again ' 
to ſchool to the meaneſt of thy creatures, 
their diligence ſhames my negligence, they 
--- have only an inſtinQ of nature to guide them, 
I have reaſon, experience , Scripture, and 
example to put me on ; they labour only for 
the body, I for the ſoul and body ; they for 
the meat that periſheth, I for that which 
WM; endureth to eternall life, they for a winter, 
YM 1 for eternity, yet are they diligent, and 1 
negligent; Heaven and earth may ſtand a- - 
mazed at my folly; Lord, pardon what 1s 
paſt, and incline my heart for the time to 
come, 70 give diligence to make my calling and 
eleftion ſure; Let me (0 ran, that 7 may obtain ; 
| /© fight, that T may conquer; and be faithful to 
the death, that I may receive the crown of life. 


} — 


Uv0n the gorgeors dreſſe of Flowers. 
I8, MR I ſeriouſly conſidered the 


various dreſs, the curious co- - 

lours of the herbs and flowers which diapred 
the plot, -T took ſome delight to conſider the 
power of God in them, and how far he con- 
deſcended to pleaſe our fancies, and delight 
| F 3 . Our 


86 Upon thegorgeomsdreſſe of Flowers. 
our ſences, when I ſaw how gorgeouſly the 
were attired, how beautiful they nm A 
it ſed me up to the fountain-head, even to | 
God who is beauty and comelinefs it felf; 
and the greateſt beauty that the: world can 
brag of, 1s but a ſpark to this fire, a ray to 
this Sun, and a drop to this occan ; if. the 
creature can be ſo beautiful, what is the 
Creator, end if earth be ſo pleaſant, what. 
is heaven? but when I conſidered alſo the 
tranſitory, fading nature of theſe ſhort-lived 
flowers, how ſoon, when they were in their 
prime, they withered away and periſhed, 
this put me in minde of the vanity of man 
which is compared 70 > ng which cometh 
#p, and is cut down like a flower, and never con- 
#inueth in one flay, and not only he but all 
earthly enjoyments, are ſhort-lived, and ſoon 
periſh: But when I conſidered their beauty 
with their fading nature, it minded me of- 
our Saviours' words, Mat. 6. 28. 6s. hy 
take you tho:ght for raiment ? conſider the lillies 
of the field, how they grow, they toil not, neither 
. ao they ſpin, and yet 7 ſay unto you, that even 
Solomon 7#x all his glory is not arayed like one of 
thefe ; wherefore if God fo clothe the grafs of the 
field, which to day is, and to morrow ts caſt into 
the oven, ſhall he not much more clothe ye? 0 
ge of little faith, cc. he ſends us inthe former 
'verſes to the ſparrows, which though they 
- neither plongh,. nor ſow, reap nor. mow, 
| 4 y VF nor. 
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nor carry into barns, are yet fed by divine 
providence ; ſo here he ſends to the graſs 
and flowers, who though frail vaniſhing 
things, are gorgeouſly attired by. him, and 
all -is to' put us on to depend upon our fa- 
thers providence ; for the force of the argu- 
ment 1s thus; If God feed theſe worthleſs 
ſparrows, and zot one falls to the ground. with- 


out his providence, and 1{o clothe the withe- 


ring graſs, in ſuch a dreſs, doubtleſs he will 
not ſuffer his ſons and ſervants to want ne- 


' Ceſfary food and rayment, which as they 


are better, ſo are a thouſand times dearer 
to him then the fowls or flowers : There 
1s in every man by nature a concelt of ſelt- 
ſufficiency, as if by our own diligenee we 
could provide for our ſelves ; and are ready 
to undertake: Gods part of the work: Now 
this ſelf-confidence 1s the daughter of unbe- 
lief (as one faith), is the mother of carking 
care and carnal thoughtfullneſs : Our Sa- 
viour here by many arguments diſfſwades 
us from theſe; there is a care of the head, 
nat oaly lawfull but commendable, but there 
15 a carking, diſtruſtfull, diffident care of 
the heart here condemned ; when a man 
hath done his utmoſt endeayour in the uſe 
of lawfull means, yet vexeth himſelf about 
the event ; what if this or that follow ?. 1 
tearT ſhall die a beggar, &c. One day ( faith 
David ) I fball periſh by the hand of Sal : 

| > What 


83 Uponthegorgeons areſſe of Flowers. 
What ſhall I eat, or what ſhall 1 drink ? 
&t7. becauſe God' will not let us know how 
|, we ſhall be provided for, therefore we are ſu 
ready with /frael to queſtion , Can God pro- ar 
wide a table in the wilderneſs ? Pla. 78. 19. | pe 
Oh my foul ; how juſjly art thou repro- I nc 
ved, and ſeat to theſE poor creatures to I it 
ſchool ? haſt thou not had diſtracting I ke 
thoughts and diſtruſtfull fears? hat thou I tl 

* Not oft been queſtioning , /Vhat ſhall 7 eat , ſ# 
or what ſhall T drink , or wherewithall (ball 7 Þ lv: 
be cloathed? what ſhall become of my wite Iþ cl 
and children when I am dead ? &c. even | m 
contrary to the expreſs command of the I /« 
grear God 3 as if thou hadit had no father I /o 
to provide for thee, or no God to depend If 4: 
upon, or'no promiſe to uphold thee, and I 74 
though God hath ofttimes ſilenced thy fears, I 6c 

* and huſht thy cares by 'an unexpeQed pro- Iþ #4 
vidence, yet upon the apprehenſion of new Þ « 

_ danger, new fears ' ariſe, Iike murmuring | c: 
{frael, though they had ſeen Gods wonders || i 
in Zzypt, at the Red Sea, in feeding them | tc 
with A7azar, yet cry out , Can he furniſh « ſs 
table for us in the wilderneſs ? Pſal. 78. 19. |" 

_ yea, though thou haſt never wanted food , If ft 
nor rayment nor any thing truly neceſſary, Il i! 
and haſt a promiſe, thou thalt never want I 
any thing that is good , arid though God 
hath bid, leave. your fatherleſs children with 
me y and let thy widdows truſt in me, yet how 


hard 
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hard 1s it to_commit wife and children to 
him, if there be no viſible means for their 
ſubſiſtance, or to truſt him when means: 
are out of ſight , and the world doth not 
paſs for payment ; what if thy food be 
not ſo dainty , nor thy cloathes ſo fine , 
if the one nouriſh thee , and the other 
keep thee warm , it matters not : if 
thou do not fare deliciouſly every day , nor 
go 1n purple and fine linnen, thy betters 
have fared harder, and gone more meanly 
clad, reade Heb.1 1.36. and be aſhamed of mur- 
muring, others had trials of cruel mocking, . and 
ſeourgings, yea , moreover of bonds and impri- 
ſonments, they were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſun- 
der, were tempted, were flain with the ſword, 
they wandred about in (heeps-Skins and goats Skins, 
being deſtitute, afflifted, and tormentex, of whom 
the world was not worthy; they wandred in deſarts 
and in mountains, and im dens, and in caves of the 
earth : what if thou haſt no certain dwelling- 
houſe, thy 'deer redeemer had not where 
to lay his head, and thoſe Worthys were 
worſe beſtead -then ever thou- waſt : Oh 
my God, charge not upon me thoſe di- 
ſtruſtful thoughts, but ſtrengthen iy faith 
in thy neomilts : Lord T believe, help my 
unbelef*; and let not this fin have domini-. 
on over me : ' Enable me to ſay with Zo, 
though he kill me, yet will Þ traſt in him, and 
with Zly, tis the Zord, let hin. do what . 
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dy not only to be bound, but to die for Chriſt. 


i 
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i Upon a Garden ſpoiled through bad fent e 


19.Med, Hen through bad fence, care- 
VV, heeded, my garden was 


much ſpoiled, and waſted by ſwine, and 9-| 


COTS 


ther cattle, ſome cropping off the heads ofþ 


tender buds and plants, ſome rooting up} 


both root and branch, and alſo by their 
treading of it, much defaced the beauty of 
it, and that which even now ſeemed plea- 


fant, and amiable, ſuddenly ſeemed a rude | 


indigeſted and deformed piece, ſo that not 
without much labour, pains and care, 1 
ſecured the fence, made up the breaches, 
and all I could do; could not at preſent 
bring it to its former eſtate, and priſtine 
| beauty; all which injury might have been 
prevented with a little foreſight, and pains: 
, faking : how much better is it to prevent 
an injury, then remedy it, to prevent a 
diſeaſe then repell it ; to keep out an ene- 
my then drive him out ? the cockatrice-egg 
is better broken while it is an egg, then de- 
ſtroyed when it is a ſerpent : fin is better 
deſtroyed in the bud, then when it is ripe: 
The injury. ſuſtained in my garden, was 
{amething requited by this following Medi 

| - | x tation : 


ſeemeth hin good ; aud with Paul, 7 am rea-Wtat 


Ca. 


$ Ca 


"- 


Upon a garden ſpoiled through bad fence. gx 
tation : If a garden, a ſmall plot of ground, 
cannot be preſerved from danger, without 


f care, and pains-taking, without a good fence 


| about it, and an needfull eyc upon it, be- 


cauſe it hath ſo many enemies, how then 
can the ſoul, amore curious garden, which 
is in a thouſand times greater danger, be 


kept ſafe without a fence, and watchful 
l | _ ? here are more choiſe herbs and 


owers then the other hath, of greater 


g worth , beauty--and vertue, more ſubject to 


injury, ſpoil and rapine, and: theſe have 
oreater , ſubtiller,, .and more malicious e- 


"| nemies that ſeek their deſtruQion : the de- 


vil and his inſtruments, who goes about like 
4 roaring Lion, feeking whom he may devour, 
2 Pet. 5.8. if he finde the fence down, or 
the watch negleted, and the watchman 
either aſleep or careleſs, he will enter, de- 
ſtroy, and waſte ; he envies our condition, 
that we ſhould enjoy that paradice that he 
left, the comforts he once had ; he hath a 
Ipite and hatred againſt God and gooda@fs, 
and oppoſes his image wherever he ſees it; 
this is the wilde boar out of the 'wood,. and. the 
wilde beaſÞ out of the fore that doth aeuwour 
i, -Pſal. $0.30. The devil and the world be- 
liege the fort of our ſbuls ; and - onr own 
heart, that inbred traitour , watches to 
ſurrender it into his hands; a thouſand 
ſnares, and: nets. arc ſpread, for this Furr 

| " anc 
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and ſhe is in continual danger, in every 
calling, in every condition, 1n every relati- 
ON, in every creature we have. to do with; 
In every duty 3 nay, in every ation, ſome 
ſnare or other is laid to intrap us in youth, 
and old age, in ſickneſs and health, in pro- 
ſperity and adverſity, in honour and dif- 
grace, all have their peculiar ſnares; our} 
neareft” relations, oft times betray us into 
His hands: thus Zve betrays dam 5 thus Fobs | 


| Wife would have betrayed him ; thus Zors 


daughters betrayed him ; and Peter would 
have betrayed Chri/ himſelf ; get thee behinde 
me ſatan, 17it. 26.23. he did his good will 
to hinder him in the courſe of his calling ; 
we may. many times diſcry a devil in out 
neareſt friends, he ſpeaks to us by them ; 
we have enemies without, and enemies: 
within, 'and many ſnares are laid for our 
feet ; how warily then have we need to 
walk ; many are the foxes that deſtroy theſe 
vines, Cant.2.15. what care then need we 
to have of our ſouls when they are in fo 
continuall danger, and fo many ſnares laid 
for our feet, temptation without, and cor- 
Tuption within ,- ofttimes prevail againſt us, 
and we are ſnared by it - oh my ſoul, haſt 
thou ſo bloudy, and bloudy-thirty an ene- 
my to deal with, that is ſo malicious, fo 
crafty, and politick : haſt thon ſo ſtrong 


and potent an enemy to' deal with, that 
PINS RF 4 ; | 


ſeeks 
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Upon a garden ſpoiled through bad femce. 93 
ſeeks thy ruine, and makes it his buſineſs to 
undo thee ; oh what need-then haſt thou 
to ſtand upon thy guard ; if thou fall into 
his hands nothing but the everlafting de- 
ſtruction of body and ſoul will ſatisfie him: 
quit thy ſelf therefore like ' a. man, ftand 
upon thy guard, reſiſt the devil. and he will 
from thee : there 1s-none but theſe throw 
Idown their weapon, and quit the field, 
{that are vanquiſht by him ; though others 
gmay be foiled : look to the. main fort, the 
heart , if that be ſurprized thou art undone ' 
lay in proviſion and ammunition there,. for 
at Ya fiege ; watch the five cinque-ports, the 
ll I ſenſes, for oft times he fails .in with the 
; 5 tide ; make a covenant with. thy eyes ; take 
Ir Fheed to thy ears and other ſenſes 3 examine 
3 every paſſenger that comes in, leſt he prove 
& treacherous , and every one that goes forth : 
Ir Fto this end, /et 4 watch over thy mouth, thas' 
ON thou offend not with thy tongue ; get on the” 
ſe Y whole armour of God, mentioned Zph. 6. 11, 
'© F 12,13. the ſword of the ſpirit, and the darts 
ſo ef prayer, are prevalent ; thou art to” fight 
dV with principalities and powers,” theſe - conten- 
T-} ded with the angell, for Moſes his body , 
5} but with thee . for: thy Preczous {ſoul ; no 
ſt peace: can be had with him, no: truce can 
© Þ be obtained, but upon the condition of the 
everlaſting deſtruftion of ſoul. and body:;; 
whatever his promiles are, hell will be his 
| | Wages 3 


94  Upona garden ſpoiled through bad fence. 

wages, a thouſand thouſand have been de- 
ceived by him, that took his word, look to 
thy affetions, that they ſtraggle not, left 


like Dinah they be raviſhed by him ; ftand|, 


faſt, and thou wilt prevail, call in thy cap- 
tain Chriſt to thine aſſiſtance, ſo ſhalt thou 
be the vitor, a#d if thou overcome thon ſhalt 


reign with Chriſt : Oh my God, be thou = 
&| 


defender, I have no ſtrength againſt the 


_ enemies,neither know I what to do,on-| 
y my eyes are up unto thee, O /et no cruel beaft | 


devour thy turtle that is true; do thou watch over 
me or I ſhall wake in yain, teach me the uſe 
of the Chriſtian armour, rebuke the temp- 
ter, and chain him-up , that he may not 
hurt me, keep me under the ſhadow of th 

—_ hide me'Fre the hollow of thy hand, 
preſerve me from the rage of this bloud- 
thirſty enemy, and keep me out of the 
ſnares: that are laid for my feet , then ſhall 
Ipraiſe thee with an upright heart, nd tell 
what- God hath done for my ſoul. | 
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Upon a Mole ſpoiling the garden. 


20. MAS AJHen 1 bad thus fenced my 
| garden, and feeured it, as 

F thought , from the injury of all enemies 
that were viſtble, and began to wax ſecure 
and careleſs, as if out of the reach-of dan- 
| | ger; 


ge 


al 


Upon a Mole ſpoiling the garden. 95 
le. ger; behold, an inbred traitor, an unſeen 
to and unexpetted enemy, did me no little in- 
jury ; a diſpicable creature, *blinde as is re- . 
14 iported , yet was the occaſion to me of no.. 


p- {mall trouble z a poor contemptible Mole , 
were I was aware, digged , and rooted up 
amy herbs , and flowers , difordered my 
1Awork, and ſpoiled the beauty of it ; and- 
proved ſuch an enemy then, when ſhe was . 
Jdeſcried, I knew not which way to fence 
if for her, and for a conſiderable time knew 
not how to take her priſoner, nor make - 
{ | ber pay for the treſpaſs ; this unexpeQed 
p- accident made me conſider, of the vanity - 
of $ of all humane _— , how ſoon the 
xy | beauty of it may vaniſh and come to no- 
thing , and by how ſmall -a means God 
4g. $<an blaſt all earthly enjoyments. All that 
he fithe world affords 1s of the nature of Z6- 
111 $2445 gourd, that grew up in a night , and pe- 
11 $1:/ped 32 a night : no ſolidity to be found in © 
\ Yaoy ſublunary creatures 3; ſome worm or 
other breeds in it, that eats out the very 
— | heart of it, and makes it- wither and die, 
Yand when we have the greateſt expeQtati- 
| ons , we meet with the greateſt diſappoint- 
wy | Tents ; and when we think we are moſt | 
lure, many times we are in, moſt danger. 3 
and when we think to gripe it faſteſt , we- 
are likelieſt to loſe tt ; 7 conſidered, how- . 
fooliſh men were to promiſe themſelves ſe- 
| curity 


96 | Upon a Hole ſpoiling the garden. 


curity in their enjoyments , when ' they 


apprehend no danger in ſight, for if our ways 
| pleaſe God, br caw make our enemies, yea, the 
ſtones of rhe field at peace with us: but if 
, we Rileaſe not God, he can raiſe us enemies 


. 


tRow-to diſturb our peace : David, a good 
tan, yet offending God had his own fami- 
liar friend chitophe/, nay, his own ſon Ab- 
ſelom, that fought his ruine ; yea, the' poo- 
reſt vermine are ſometimes a ſcourge to the 
proudeſt tirant ; frogs, and lice, and flyes, 
and locuſts , make proud Pharaoh ſtoop to 
God , that before had proudly ſaid, who is 
the Zord , that T ſhould obey him? I know not 
the Lord, neither will T let Iſrael go ; Exod, 
5. 2. but God made himſelf known to him 
by his' judgements 'and. compelled him to 
ay, the Zord is righteons , and I, and my 
people are wicked 5 yea, he hath made cater- 
pillars, cankerworms, palmerworms , and 
ſuch like, which God calleth, his great army, 
Foel. 1.2... a (courge to potent princes , 
and can deſtroy the greateft monarch on 
earth, by theſe poor ifnſeas ; how little truſt 
then ſhould we put in earchly comforts , 
when God can 1o eaſily imbitter them to 
 us;and how dangerous it is'by our ſins to 
provoke God, to leave us and to puniſh us, 
he can eafily do it, he need not raiſe ma- 
ny againft us ; no ſingle creature , no fly, 
- ng flea, nor graſs-pile, nor hair , but. ao it 

| | 1ave 
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 _ Upon a Mols ſpoiling tht garden: © 99” * 
fave a- Commiſſion from 'God';/ will bs out © © - © 
bane : Inftances pf. this may eaſily be- gt 
ven'; nay, if- he' withbold our breath, -we're- 

if | tarn to oar duſt; ind all our' thowphts ''periſ ; 

5 {| and for our Enjoyments ,- he *can make #- - | 
d |Þ-worm breed'in them; thar ſhall eatour the” - 
i- || very heart. of thein'5 and can imbitter-thats - 
þ.  which-we efteem our Gveereſt comforts: ;' TF- 

> || theſe! earthly en | 


njoyments ' are vain 5 and-* 
e ff periſtiog like their owners, what need haye* 
3, | ve to 'make"pfeparation of {ome thing-that”. 
o | 5 more dngabſe-; "3nd. more" certain," which: 
's || may bear Tome proportion*to* our 'tmmortat 
; | fouls, we can. have ho abiding city here 
{, | but aMiQtion and vanity. will attend\ us}, in+ 
1 |} 4ll places 3 for if: fin $0 before-; afliftion _ - 
> | vilt follow after, 25 BG follows the ' |} 
J, 
1 


cauſe;” or the ſhadow the fabſtance;' Now if 
theſe our - earthly +njoytnents are vin ſactt 
continual danger; pd have Enemics,” with- 
\ | out, \ within, aboye; beneath, and*on every 
, | fide; the foul "is tn much more danger, ha- 
; | ving more Potent] ſubtilf;cevel, and malls - 
; || cious enemies; how watchfull then ought 
, | ve to be, ſt theſe chieteft Jewels , our 
> | immortal ſouls' ſhould 'be bloudily butche: 
> | red, or inhiymanely treated what” care-; 
, | what providence ſhould we' uſe, that we. 
- | be not made a-prey to infernal furies'? and 
, | whatineed have we to invoke God to be 


; || our guardian, our defender, ajid our watch +. 


. » - . - 
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man, 2. 'Oh.'my. foul, here 1s a, check -for. 
thy: folly, that haſt ver gerly. graſped. af. 


ter theſe vanities, and ſought content. why Tg, 
it Was. Not. $9.: be, had 3 m__ heed to thy, 


ſclf,-ithis will not ſerve.-thy,. turn. ;: a, few, 
$,:and thou; wilt be ſript. of all : there 
are better pleaſures , truer . exeaſures. to. be 
pe £4 SRATP 16 "" IOT in theſe will eat out 
their yery, heart, there 1s .vanity writ 
them 3 they. Ag but, Zgypriap. BEE © 
wall. break Top thy. 3p cur} ed.is th e, 7148 
thet Fr ye in. 1144, and Facet 9s, Pg ; 
ofe beart. degarteth fi 07. off * 
it Eph love the world the love, of. Foe j As 
720t imple, 1 Fh, 2. 15. US i it. 5H 
as 3 traveller, doch his Bails RN he. gaps 
' OF throws away Accord ling. as:1t helps} 4! 
hinders him, in. ns. jaurney...;. theſe, ,Wotlg: 
ly. things. ATC 1Ta TT and. there.1s DH 
nity -WFit up! : but there are, ziches 
_ durable-as' heaven, and.run pa; 
ralell-with the + digs uy God, or the. lines. 0 
exergity : theſe. are; worth, fengpbling br 
- they are laidiup,now, 4 ; be. drawn 
rib, 2. thouſagd. years hea 3 RE Our EN; 
19y33ents, are; liable to vanity. "and © op 6 
when we gralp 'them-bardeft,,.they, prick: us 
moſt; and when.we embrace. them they. yr 
n;/h - into finpke, which may. wring tears 
ſrom,our eyes but. never ſorrow; from. I 
wa 5 Wien. others therefore lay bold-upon 
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riches,; do thou lay hold upon eternal life, 
177 mo f- 12. lay hold upon that pearl in 
the Goſpel though thou let all things elſe go ; 
R for nat He elſe is worth having ; this will 
make thee rich to God: the time is ſhort, 
thy race-is long, ftagd not ftill. to pick up- 


AYP .,0w 


s Ks,,and fraws, Nor leave thy . way to . 
NY rfatch hutzerflyes-3 up ahd be doing 5-let 
heaven: he thy obje&, and the earth will be 

| thy--abjed :,0b: my God, pardon my for-_ 

7 Rr 00s that'T. aye. ſpent. {o mech time 

4 Py >-little purpoſe, and - made. no-; more 

x alte:t0 My; journeys- 6nd,;-that L have- loſt 

1 my:W3ay,, aniftaken my. happineſs, and la- 

s hours ſo. long inyaitt ; draw.'2p any af- 

$ ons ;xO,Loxd,, from: earth tg-heaven, 

4 and | leg me-þe- as. zealous for -heaven., as 

'» eyer : ih haye \been! for ;carth , and - take . as | 
by much guns. for my-foul;, aseverl have dons D 
b for: Lane | body. - 3 
if $a + _ ©} a FTA OE SCG fo bs NE Rant: Ia | 
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yi 21. Mes Ay fel had dig gged the. ar- 

- <W den,.and Fan the ſeed, in 

conpenient time, I obſerved the org 
5: Cs pier . while I obferve 


nigh 


100 Uponthe ſpringing up of the Seed, 
\ -mighty power of God, that could 'of a 
ſmall feed, ſeemingly dead, and _ buried, 
and rotten in the carch, raiſe up ſo great, 
{o flouriſhing an hearb or flower, indewed 
with ſuch beauty, and excellent vyertue, yea 
, ſo great; ſo mighty a «tree! : I conſidered 
how ſmall a matter 1 did or could con: ' 
fer to"them ; I only diſpoſed them' where I 
would have them grow, but no Skill, 'nor 
art, nor labour, nor induftry of mine could 


, . make them 'grow:; the earth hath' a natil* 


ral propeality to receive them, the heavens 
powred':out their 'influence | upon © them , 
which: through Gods bleſſing! cooperatirig 
became effteRuall,- 'tis- God alone 'muſt do 
#hc work', or it will ' not- be done, tis he 
7634 gives to oy ſeed his own body , and put 
life 16nto that which hath :no hfe; all *the 
811, tnduſtry, and\pains 'which the hus: 
* bandman can uſe, cannot make one ſeed * 
irn&tify, or one corn _grow, -if_ Gad ſuc- 
ceed not their endeavour : oh the madnels, 
- ſtupidity z and egregious folly of *L2rhiefts, 
that deny a diety, and yet cannot, make a 


*.>, pre-exiſtent matter, "nor put Hfe into it 


- when-it* is made, nor know how 'it is. 
_ done-; but many of them, their lives are fo 
debancht',” that” to' ill and' quiet '-their im-_ 
FRged conlcience, they would fain race out; 
| and obliterate this-principle imprinted w_ 
X | ff - OU 


_- y 
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Upon the ſpringing up of the Steed, T1061 
ſoul by God himſelf, viz. that there is a God,, 
' but that theres is no. God. they, rather wiſh 

then believe ; but to return, 1t 1s God that 
doth this work, ark, 4.26. The Kingaom of 
heaven, is as if a man ſhould. caſt ſeed into the 
ground, and | ſhoula Fay ,-4nd riſe night and day, 
and the ſeed ſhould: ſpring up, and grow -up he 
tnows not how ; for the earth bringeth forth 
fruit of her ſelf; firſ® the blade, then the ear, 
afterwards the. fu corn ,in the ear, &%c. when 
we have done 'our duties, we:muſt rely up- 
on God for .the ſucceſs,, and depend upon 
Gods providence ; if we cannot do it, leave 
it to him that, can ; let us, do, our part of 
the work, -and leave his part to him todo ; 
we cannot do his, and he will not do ours ; 
it is our: part to plow,. and ſow;, and ma- 
ure, and -#ill the ground ont, of which, we were 
taken, Gen. 2.15. but. it is. God that cauſeth 
it \to fruQifie and encreaſe .; he giveth us rain 
from heaven, and fruitfull : ſeaſons, filling our 
hearts with: food. and gladneſs, Acts. 14s 17. 
Diligence is our duty, -25 the bleſſing apon 
It is his. gift, ; God ;placed no man}. upon 
the earth', as he did Zeviathan in,.the fea, 
. only to- play therein, but we are tv - work, 
either. with;hand or, head , the thing that 
is' good, 4nd ip the ſweat of our brow ar brain 


we: ſhould-eat ouy bread,” but when wei have _ 


* done all we:nwſt look: highgr for a blefling, 
Dent. 28, 12+. the, Lord ſhall oppn to thee bis go | 


G3 treaſure, 


I02 Upon the ſpringing up of the Steel. 
treaſure; the heavey to grve the" tain unto the 
land in his ſeaſon, and to blefs' ill the work of 


thy hand. The ſtars are Gods' ftorehotiſes; 


which he opens for our profit," and cauſeth 
them to pour out their inflaences upon the 
earth, and thereby he ſcatters his riches to 
the world: If we wilt'cark and” careabout 
the event of things) when: we have done 
our ededvour, nd wonder if\we' faint un; 
der the burden; if we' take his\part of the 
work ypon' us alſo, nb wondet if we truckle 
Linder #t:- Now if. his -bleſfins' be” fo neceſſa- 
ry ih temporals,-it-1s much more neceffary 
in ſpirituaſs, for” none can make the ſoul 
fruitfal[but God *.do wi not oft ſee the” ſeed 
town by the ſame han; and «hat it is wa- 
tered by the ſame *word ; yer'it tlirives in 
one: field, and not jr another ; in one heart, 

. and nor another ;-why ? God canſerh it (to 
" rain upon one field; \und not anvther ; and the 
field ;t- raineth not on, withered ;, Amos. 4. 7. 
-thole that live under the fame Miniſtry, fit 


in the ame- ſear, and have the ' ſame. hus- JI. 


bandry.'one remaihs:ibarren, the other fruit- 
fall, what'is the cauſe ? bit rhe morth-wind, 
* and the ſouth-wind the pleafant gales of. rhe 
ſpirit blow upon'dne- garde,” and not upon 
the other, Car: 4.16. wheh Chriſt-was the 
preacher, ' that which workt' ton Peter 
workt. not upon Z#4s, not'beifig made et- 
feQuall by God, The ſpringing ofthe = 
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pon the ſpringing up of the Seed. 103 
alſo put me in minde, of the refurreQion ; 
the 4oftle we finde illuftrateth rhat point 
by this {fimilitude, 1 Cor.15:35;36,37. .64t ſome 
will ſay, how are the dead raiſed up? and with 
what body do they come? thou, fool, that which 
thou ſoweſt, is not quickued, extebt it die; ahd 
that which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that boay 
that ſhall be, but bare grain, it may chance of 
wheat, or of ſome ether grain ; bit Gol hath gi- 
ven it a body as it hath. pleaſed him, to every 
ſeed his own body : the rotting of the” body, 
is but as the rotting of. the ſeed” in tlie 
ground, - that it may  fpring forth again 
with more vigour : if God'can ſay to this 
dead ſeed, as ſometime 'to the dry bones, live, 
| why can he not ſay {3 tb our dead bodies? 
Is any thing too hard for the Almjghty ? he 
that made them at the firft of nothing, can 
we imagine he cannot gather again toge- 
ther our ſcattered aſhes, and make it again - 
into a. body ? ſhall -we think that to beim- | 
poſſible to God, "that ſeems hard to us ? if 
' he fay, .it ſhall be: done, ſhall we conclude 
it cannot. be done ; Oh my foul, uſe. dili- 
gehce, both in thy general afd* particular 
calling, but when thotr haſt done thy en- 
deavour, leave the ſuccefs. ro God, and not 
carkingly care, nor dofbtingly trouble thy 
ſelf ahout the event 3 and difquier._ not thy 
ſelf, ar what chou canf{ fot help, take rok 

h's work in hand, feſt” coy eanſt nor fi: 
| - aniſh 


. 104" Uponphe ſpringing up of the Seed. 
-niſh it : leave .pot thy work undone, for 
he will not. do it, diligence is thy duty, yet 


promiſe not ſucceſs to thy endeavours, but 
depend upon him for a bleſſing ; if he give 
it. bleſs, him for it, and let it more engage 
_ thy hearr in his ſervice: if he deny it,, mur- 
mure .not, but wiſely ſearch out what was 
_ the cauſe, ſome {jn-or other is pointed at 
yn the ſuffering 7 if thou. finde 1t out, re- 
move the Aha, and bleſs God for the 

© Heart. 3-then a full barn', and as for 
. . Tpiritualls: uſe (diligence in the duties re- 
- quired, but'reſt not 1n the work done, if 
A bleſſing ſucceed, let the: Lord have his 
Homage paid ; if that thou ſtznd at a ſtay 
it js a ſigne ſome obftrution is between the 


Head and heart that hinders the work, reſt - 


not iti] it be removyed ; if thou meet God 


in his ordinance, bleſs his name for it ; if 


he abſent himſelf,* let ng duty pleaſe thee ; 
reſt not. till thou- haft recovered ſight © 
him * as for the* reſurreAion, call not that 
to queſtion , which is ſo clearly held forth 
10 his word, heaven and earth ſhallFpaſs , but 
his word ſhall not paſs, til it be fulfilled © what 
1s too” hard for an omnipotent arm ? he 
that made all things of nothing ., and he 
that "every year: raiſeth a crop from dead 


ig » Why ſhould 'we think it impoſſible 


for him to gather together our aſhes how- 
7 ph Se Sk i Pace re 
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Providence » It is” better have a reformed ' 


Upon the ſpringing up of the See. = 105 
or | ever ſcattered, and raiſe again our dead bo- 
et I dies to life ? it js thy great concern to'live 
at MU holily, that thou mayſt. die happily ',:.and 

No with God ris Oh my God, ena- 
e | ble me to commit all my concerns for foul 
r- | and for body to thee ; and let. me not mur- 
s | mure under any dark diſpenſation of pro- 
t | vidence; however thou deal with me ,in.re- 
ference to the body , or theſe: worldly..en- 
jJoyments, yet deal well with me in refe- 
rence to my ſoul, and in reterenee to £ter- 
nity 5 let the ſeed of grace grow and flou- 
Tiſh -, let the weeds of ſin be. rooted . out, 
and. let my - ſoul, like the: good ground , 
bring forth an. hundred fold, then ſhall 7 glorify 
thee when T bring forth much fruit. © | 
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Upon a ſudden Dronght. | 
22 Med. FF Heb I had digged , manu- 
| | V red, ſown and fenced my 

garden, and done what lay in me. to do , 
and began from the hopefull ſpringing up 
of the ſeed, to have comfortable hopes of 
a plentifull enereaſe , and began to rejoyce - 
inthe works of my hands, behold\an-unex- 
peted' judgement fell upon” it , for God 
withheld the ſhowers of rain 'and reſtrain'd 
the influence of heaven, and cauſed that it 
ſhould not rain upon the. earth. , and the 
Irirres jos le EE ST TIWETD clouds 
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106  Uyona ſudden Drought. 
clonds which were wont to: drop fatneſs,, 
and by which God was uſed tv. open his 
treaſure , and to give a blefſing to- his peo- 
ple, Der. 28. 12. now proved empty clouds, 
roman much , but paying nothing ; 
ereupon the earth languiſhed, and could 
not nouriſh what. ſhe had brought forth ; 
for. though The had not a milcarrying Il & 
womb, yet had fhe dry: breaſts ; fo that Nye 
hearbs and flowers, yea, the graſs of the If 
held languiſhed; hanged down the head, } bu 
withered and died, and. their beauty faded || na 
away , as mans will if he want food ; as th 
we, may ſce, 7am. 2. 7,'8. Her Nazarites, | it 
were purer then ſnow, they were whiter then Nha 
milk, they were more ruddy in botly then rubies, || x4 
their poliſhing was of ſaphire , ,#heir wiſage. is | no 
blacker then a foal, they are not known in the | wi 
ſtreet ,- their shin cleaveth to their, bones, it is || th 
withered, and is become like 4 ich, &c.. This I} bl: 
providence made me cotifider ,, how vain Þ| te 
and fruitleſs all our endeavours are, either || ea 
for this life or that to come , if God ſuc- || o: 
cced them not with his. bleſſing.; and .that 


© all the men that live upon the face . of the. 


counſels, with: policy and power ,, they 
could not "have. remoyed this judgement ; 
had they takeq ,in all the gods of the hea- 
thens to affift them : Can any of the wianities 
5M 15 DT 7% 4 op FAWLe I» iy 4c S364 oe i$ 

of the gentiles groe rain ? Fer. 14.22; t - 
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_ Upon a ſudden Drovight: © 207 
iu v4in' to hope- for' ſalvation fron the hills; of 
5 Wl from the mountains , 'in the Lora our Gott 3s 
d- Wl the ſalvation of Tſrael, When God blows” wp: 
S, ſon our- creature-comforts., - they. vaniſh, 
3 and prove unfatisfying, Hagges. 1; 9. FF, 
d Booked for much,” and lo it came to ittle, - andl 
3 when pe bronght [it home,” 7- did (blow | upon- m, 
p IN &c. ye hzve ſown much, and, bring " in litthe, 
it Wl ye- eat, 'but ye have. mot engugh.s; je drink but 
i you xrei por filled with drink '; ye clouth you", 
» 
] 
D 
5 
Z 


but theve is none warm, and he that earneth 
wapes putteth it. into a bag- with holes, ver," '6, 
the-earth cannot bring forth without - che 
influence: of heaven and theſe cannot be 
had without a commiſſion from -God ,, Zer. 

, £14. 22. Can the heavens groe' ſhowers ? att 

* Þ #07 thou he O Lord our God ? therefore we 

wait npou thee , for thou haſt made all theſe 

thines. It is he: that cloatheth the: heavens with 

blackneſs, Tay. 50. 3. Hoſe. 2. 21. 22. £ will 

hexr the, heavens , 'and they ſhall hear the 

earth, and the earth ſhall hear the corn, and the 

wine, and the ole, and they (ball hear Fezreel : 

but when God refuſeth to .hear; all others 

cry/1n vain , they may all {ay as the King 

of Z/rael to the'woman that cryed to - him, 

2 Kin. 6. 26. if the Lord do inet help - thee - 

mhence ſhall T help thee , out "of the barn floors 

vr out of the yr! 4k yet, how doth- vain 

man reckon-- without his hoft+ and» pro- 

miſe kimſt]fa plentifull encreaſe,. and'much — ' 

EI b pO happineſs 
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208 Upon ſudden Brought. | 
happineſs inthe enjoyment" of it", like the 


Ul 


Fool-in the Goſpel," Zu. 12. 16. &Cc.' when 
the event ofttimes. proves otherwiſe, if their 


_ defigne ſucceed as ſometimes it doth:, for 


all things fall alike to all, as to. the-good: ſo to 
rhe bad , the. ſun ſhines upon the.,juſt ; -and 
the-unjuſt,.'they \g#ve - not. the glory to. God, 


bt. ſacrifice to' their own' nets, + and burn incenſe. 
t0\ their drags, Hab. 1. 16. they think their Þ 


own arm. fayeth - them ;, : and © their -own 
wiſdom and-endeayours - enricheth - them. ; 
they are like. the king of: {ſyria' that faid ,, 


' {ſai. 10. 13: by the ſtrength of: my hand 7 have 


aone it, andby my wiſdome, for 'l am prudent-: 


. Þut what had all my. labour profited-me_ , 
_ or what good would theirs have donethem, 
tf God had not given rain 7 I went yet. fur 


ther in my conlideration of the great mercy 
and benefit of water , - without which it 
were 1umpoffible that man or beaſt, or fiſh , 


or. foul, of hearb or plant, or any other. 
_ creature ſenſitive or vegetable, ſhould live , 
. or proſper, and wondred. at my own -and 


others ſtupidity, . that we, took ſo little no- 
tice 'of the mercy, and gave God - ſo little 


- thanks forit; but this mercy was more pri- 


z&d by the ancient-; by //ael in-the wilder- 
nels, by Jacob," yea, by -4hab; 1. Kin.1$.5. And 
Ahab ja:# ro Obadiah, gointo the lind unto all 


fountains of water, 'and unto all brooks , peradven- 


Fee may finde graſs to ſave the horſes a#d the 


mules | 


_ 


mas wt Wy yo 2 ee rp 59 OO” 


hy! 


lms 
P—_ 


Lees ee <6 


_d.24. =, 


A ©, &- oo 


i other”: 
f and*t a ont f 


| Upon i fadden Drought. 76g 
mules alive , 7a they divided the land between. 
them, Kc, When had a white. confidered*df- 


theſe things, Iraifed my "Meditation a. mg b 


higher, and conſidered if rain were ſo nt 

ingto the thirſtyceatth,” and fo neceſſar 

the: tru ts COR wat was the' dew 0 Ri 

yett tot roul?.:without itaHl the Ordi? 

naties ata Ne yt little uſe, and all ther 
4. manutittg' would' tig- 


| ſowing. Tae 
| nifie little ;* the Tout tide - Roſe, ehjoyments 


would be* "Vike* E breath of the 'Reſart, that foes 
wt when go0bd comes 4 what eauſt then have % 

to depett ok af. r the7ons, and for the 
Hos thy endeavors croft 
> Jedrr?sdepend uporr 
Godfor the the En come', fontern nor;thy 
Rfovermpealintieworld' . if it-ſmue upon; 
thee! 1 the, not RA : 
frowron thee?” Double: Aot at*it': for theſe 


thingSarelh he Hip6le of thy farker ren = 


rindes thy; 'g000” ; uſe ith getice* and 

viderles,? becatiſe they” ate manded, us 

ties , but. beware: of 'mut PE in@ 

ek becauſe "they 'are forbidden” fins; 
ou haſt g gong as far's$thou canft, 

Ee the ſucceÞs''to God, ard” whatever 


the ifſue- be}, -acquieſte, in his wilt, if thy, | 


endeayours Te I) aſted., "think 'it was ' *beſk 


they ſhould be 1o:;; becaufec! God'thou fr 


thus"; iFhe fhetzed them,” bleſs him; if he 
croſs them, bleſs him alſo ; The" Fa hath 


y<y affe&yon ; if it. 


groen "= 
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feſt pets fo the wok » Loxd, ſuc: 
for 


eed les 6 Ty 
| Fn 5 leave me nat to The racking of man, 
but;teach me. e 
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Upona {adder Drought: | 
ie F-54 the Lord hath . takes ws » Haith 
Hen he Lo name of the {ord < teck nv 
world , expect. no More 

vs '1 1 af, f they All 
Lab * 6 


with-2 Fe joy ; phoyr. pl 
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Is are WG, 
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in RET; to, "my. body,” and 
6 HY. of all- creature 
gr 4 can avail: with: 


PO WEE thou - croſ- 
ven, with: thy bleſ: 


thy ſelf; water me with. the 
w. ob heaven, ..evd let thy clouds arap ek 
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Upon flowers ſeemingly dead in winter, 7et flou:.. - 
 riſhing nthe ſpring. af 


23. Med. NA F Hen I obſerved ſome flow- 1552 
|. V Y. ers in the garden, that alt _,.. 
the, winter long, when. the ſun was remote «./- 
in.the Southern climate, - hid theix heads,, * 
withered, ſcemedto die, and: to be extin& + :'1| 
| and buried chemlelees intheir mother earth, | 
et at the xetura of the;yeag.4; when their bez» 
foved ſmiledypon them, when the fun came  -* 
tothe xeuinodtial , and began to court them. 
i | and ſhine upon them-witha more; dizect ray 4! 
ay | and warmer gleam , they. crept out of,thelx * | 
7 | grave, revived » Jprang again, and flouriſh» 
ad | <d, like 2a loye fick woman, killed with'a 
ie; | frownand recovered witha finile; thoſe thax 
ny | before go intheir mourning-weeds,: now. put 
of | ontheir beſt apparel ; This conſideragian made 
nd | me compare it tothe ſtate ofa poop foul in de: | 
re: | fertion, when God: the: Sup of righteouſneſs 
th- | her beloved, Hides his face, and fands at a 
of: | 7Emore diffance, then it is winter: LC 
1c: | foul, then. it droops, hangs down. the:head, 
ef} 28d is ready;t0- die, and cry out ,with. the 
ſpouſe, fe we. mich flags, comfort me with 
the | @ples, 7 wn ſick gf, Love. ; but-there may .be 


75, | like in. the roots: when it appears notin the 

branches, when. the Suz of righteouſneſs. ari- 

ſeth in the ſoul, with healing in his wings, Mat 4*. 
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19 Upon flowers ſetmingly dead in winter, 
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OT: that every tear S0&s\to "1 heart” 


 K&'mbchiconcerned in the mban they make; 
and bis bowels yearn at their | complaints”; ; 


theſe dry bones will ljve ; theſe dead bra nckag 
wilt bud, cheſe” Founing)* "fainting ſouls 


will reyive, and'theſe buried. flowers will | 


ſpring our again 3 though they are in the ſha- 


 dow'of death, light” forall (ſpring out” to them © 
Thee "*Bearb'of- grace'will not die in a. hard 
whiter, when the ſpring pnmne it will bud! 


_ af hreak forth}: the belt pf Saints oft hive 
_ had:their' fainting/fits ” Day She man fter 
Oodtpiwp beirt; though well dcquainitel' os 


the incomes of the" Tpirit! the finiles of God, 
and Apirituall ' 'enſolations yerhid matiy: 
efiies, and faff! fits, -uport”'tle ap ppres 
hen! on oF God5" df 

h&Ketn to beToirig?abſent;” will Hot fo 

Hoſl that” are” AY "its #6" leave: Hims 
Eft): 4.14. x5. OPTION [4ri, MEL bvdl th. 


Dilde;” thit hcl 

wmpeſons vt Gs of ter womb *-ye# 
"will mop 7 forget thee, * 

Ether Refine je ides Bir mia hohinde the the 


o 1;46-try the affections -of his! little ſon; 
- a ether He Saks fiowhat invent 
hewilf miketh ſhe," 57" whether he 


His pfay 7 > bs be -? *cbtent. without 
hijti, "When yet he'4s: "fo Fart (Hoſakitg 


rt His withdrawings fot his people, 


as 


re; "but Ro_ | 


Oren one 7h | 


yet flouriſhing inthe ſpring. ; ©... op 
a5 he did at Zphraims, when he bemoaned him- 
ſelf, Fer. 31.18, 19, 20. 7 have ſurely heard. 
Fvbraim bemoaning himſelf, &c. Is Ephraim 
my dear fon ? is he a pleaſant child ? for ſince 17 
[pake againſt him, .7 do earneſtly remember him 
ſtill, therefore my bowels are troubled for him ; 
JT will ſurely have mercy upon him, ſzith the 
Tord; who is among you, laith the prophet, 
that feareth the Lord, and walketh in darkneſs, 
| and bath no light ? let him truſt in the name of 
the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon his God. Eſay.s$. 
To. Here we ſee a man may fear God, and 
et be 1n darkneſs, ſumetimes the Sun may 
ks ecclipled, ſometimes clouded, but it will 
break forth again ; thoſe that have their 
eyes enlightned, ſhall ſee it , though the 
blinde diſcern not between day and night, 
light and darkneſs ; the greateſt part ofthe 
world know not what it 15 to have the Sun * 
ofrighteouſneſs to ariſe in their hemiſphere ; 
But 1t is the greateſt grief to a believer that 
ever befell him in his life, to have the face 
of his beloved: to be clouded from him, and, 
his ſur to ſet at noon ; then he goes with the 
ſpouſe, ſeeking him, ſorrowing, did ye ſee him 
whom my ſoul loveth ? Cant. 3. 3. when they ſeek 
him, and cannot finde him, when they call him, 
and he gives them no anſwer, Cant. 5. 6. they 
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5; | ſeek from ordinance to ordinance, from 
5 | Miniſter to Miniſter, and enquire after him, 
'+ | every room in the houſe may witneſs their 
of H _ moan, 
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I 14 Upon flowers ſeemingly dead inwinter, 


- moan, and their complaint, but when they 


finde, they rejoyce with the Martyr, Oh 
Auſtin, he «come, he # come ; oh my ſoul, 
' how ftands the caſe with thee ? art thou 
- apprehenſive of the approaches, and depar- 
tures of Cod from thysſoul ? doft thou re- 
joyce in his preſence, as theſe poor flowers 
in the preſence of their beloved ? doſt thou 
mourn at his abſence as they do, and hide 
thy head ? doſt thou hunger and thirſt after 
him,as the thirſty man for drink,or the thirſty 
land for drops of rain ? if thou make little 
matter of him, it 1s a ſigne thou haſt little be- 
nefit by him , or little love to him., or never 
| kneweſt whar it was to have communion with 

him, he is zhe chiefeſt of tex thouſand, therefore 
The virgins lovehim ; get as ſtrong an apprehen- 
fion of his love to thee, and thine to him, as 
| poflibly thou canſt 3 this will keep the ſoul 
from ſftragling 3 thou wilt never leave him 
whom thou loveſt , and he will never leave 
one that loves him: his withdrawings are but 
to try thy affeQions,, and he oft loves dearly 
thoſe he ſeems to lcathe, if thou forſake not 


him, ke will never forfake thee : and an evi-J 


dence of his love will bear up the heart above 
trouble ; the Plalmiſt when he was ſo troubled 
that he could not ſpeak, yet comforted himſelf 
in conſidering , the days of old, and the years of 
 ' ancient times, and calling to his remembrance bi 
 fongs inthe night , Pſal, 77-4, 555. whenthere 

5 


i” 


vet fariſhing inthe ſprings © 18 
isa calm and tranquillity in the ſoul; 'examineg 
thy ſelf by Scripture-evidences, whether there 
| | bethetruth ofgrace inithy ſoul orno, and if 
' | thou finde it, lay up theſe records againſt a 
 ſtormy-day , when the ſun is clouded ; and 


thy own heart, or ſee grace in thy: ſoul, yer- -- 


* | maiſt thou fay,z at ſuch, a. time, in ſuch a 
« | - place,” Texamined my-felf, by ſuch and ſneft 
- | marks, grounded upon-ſuch 2nd ſuch Serip- 


, tures, and plainly, and impartially judged my 
| graces were true ; now true grace cannot be 
loſt, and therefore Iknow there is fife,; thongh * 
r | under the aſhes, arid true grace: though burt- 
h | <d under. corruptionz 4nd he that then loved me; 
will love: me to the end ; yea; with an;everlafting 


1 | {»t: dh my God; affilt me in this work of 
«| examination; and not only givemegrace;and 


1 | write thine image pon me, but alfo enable 
me toreade it, that 1t may keep the alive; ih 
the winter y when thou ſcemeſt to be at # 
t | diftance front me. 3 no pl 


y þ — ; | go hole þ IEF: yo be no Do no [£5 FEI \ 
Ot x 3 SAN. q 

oo | Upon fine flowezs foul-ſented: - 

a 24: Med: vw Her I beheld ſome of the fai- 
If ety. 0 reſt flowefs in the gardert ; 


of 2nd tlioſe that made the moſt ſpecious ſhew 
and- were. adoriied with the moſt coſtly co- 


4 lours ; and wete ſet forth.in the moſt gorge- 


: out off ſight then. when thou, capt not. reades _ _ 
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A. | 
-II6 Hpon fine flowers foul-ſented. 
- ousdreſs, and: were moſt ſumptuouſly array- 
CORE... mw ;pleaſe the eye; Icommended their form, 
;----*and ſhape ; and comely beauty, but when I 
[ot 2 ber, ;drew near, to handle them , to ſmell to-them, 
and put thervin my boſome, I found my miſ- 
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er take, = they-were ofa ſtinking ſavour, good 
foo "for notf 11ng but to © gare on at a diſtance ; for 
d my eye, they offended 


6.36 


wn though they pleal 
lr. Fog my noſe, and were neither fit to be handled , 
f ;.:..;* nor {melt to. ' This mademe to conſider, it is 
[1-2 not always ood to truſt'to. our own eyes, in 
- 7 --Qur Choice, for the eye hath deceived many a 
| £514man, and will do us, if we truſt toit;:andcall 
every thing good; thatis beautiful, may we 
FAC: ſee manya gallantin our times ma gayiſh 
"dreſs, where the bark: 1s: better then:the bo- 
dy, like the cnamontree, that like 'the but- 
 terfly paints:her:wings, 'to cover her defor- 
med carkaſs. ; how often! have I ſeen 4 hand- 
on ome, well- ſhap' t,' beautiful woman with 
. Toul conditions, 8& mifshapen qualities, when 
Fares a more rugged skin,. and lefs'-beauti- 
ul countenance, and more deformed body, 
[+ p<there was a more beautiful ſoul, and Chriſti- 
| nlike behaviour - The devil many times 
r Ig Tbairs his hooks wah a beautiful woman, 
{4 * when he fiſhes for unwary youth, and ſel: 
me miſſes of his prey, but by this means 
ſtroys them ſoul and body; how oft do men 
at make their 'eyetheir cook, and do more 
yp +1 Fare tO pleaſe their fancy, then topleaſe _ 
God, 


kn OY ej mp ep = £&A_ © kc oa I 


PA mary 


ne IS 


Upon Fi FIEK foul yy II Ds 
God, _ choiſe', and looks after £2 "f # 


q ty more then grace, undoe themſelves, an 
- repent of their choiſe. when it  is:too late 
| Beauty is but skin-deep, and age or fickneſgyif 
ſoon withers this flower , when grace an ee b, 
goodneſs are more. durable, and will notſ*&/ 
change colour : It were better for many wo ba $k 
men, if they had fair mindes and foul facesp 
| then might they. have eſcaped thoſe ſnares; 
the devil hath laid for their feet; and enſnap! 
red their pretious ſouls, grace' and beauty is ors 
a ſweet conjunCtion where they meet, and-7 
ſometimes though ſeldome we finde them to# ie) 
gether ; thus it was with Szrahan "RebeckaiE » - 


ada. _ 
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both fair, both gracious; / but when they ar 
ſeperated, as too oft we finde, grace ſhould 
- Þ| be preferred by many degrees. Fan humb 
- | gracious ſpirit is a jewel of great price in thi 2) * 
- Þ| cyes of Godand wiſe men, but beauty dazler 
1 Þ a fools eyes, and. makes him blinde, * _ E 
1 | fuch Dalilah's bring men with! Sap pes EE 
- | grindatthe mill, and makes their neig bourg re. lt. 
> | port ; I need not prove this, experientia 
- || From theſe Meditations I aſcended higheneger | 
s Y and I reſembled theſe fair , but ſtinki 
» || flowers to an hypocrite, . that. ſhews mu 
| better, then he is, : and looks beſt at-a_ dt: 
s | tance ; . and like [deceitful wares! worſt-atx 
hand; he 1s like a ſtage-player, as:thewar 
ſignifies; who oftenadts: the part of R——__— 
a i Prince, an hogeſt-man, whenhe is indeed 
H 3 A. 
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 - 18 Upon fine flowers faul-ſented. 
arly. fellow, perhaps a worthkil raf- 
EE SE poor is _ abroad, a de- 
ir .vil at home, and plays more parts then one ; 
ET tdi zealous in the; congregation , lukewarm 
Mg  1&his family, and key-cold in his cloſet ; 
-=7 ainder the vizard, of holineſs he aQs wicked- 
H V9 neſs, and makes religion a cloak to cover: his 


bt; ghoavery” ora ſtalking- -horſe to take his: prey, 


end thus he deceives men, and: many. times | 
£7 rey's upon them. , but can. neither deceive | 


I 


0d: nor the devil; God quickly ſmels. the 
inking ſavour.of his:rotten lungs, andthe 
m_ devil khows him by his own brand: upon 
E-- -him : Oh my.ſoul , art not rhou. guilty of 
1 YTpbis folly of judging 'by the CAPPEAAnge » and | 
£5, fÞ being deceived by. deceitful ſhews ? - look 
4-4 more at' the. ſubſtance, then the ſhadow, at 
7; the inwardyertue then the form.and feature, 
rrokieg. .chboſe notthe tree by the leaves, but the fruit, 
gdor-a-man by his words but! his a&ions , nor 
2 woman by her beauty, but. by her good con: 
pp linioris; chooſe'nota horſe by his trappings | 
; 4 nh but b his mettle , 'noraprofeſſor. by his dif- 
Erect 7 gourſe, bur by his life. and converſation ; ref 
E- &nota man fora.gold ring but for the Jem 
Tn of grace that he. wears, the faireſt | 
Face hath notalways the chaſteſt heart , nor| 
_ the nimbleſt tongue the moſt ſolid wit ; the | 
þ +, oreateſt bragger is not always: the wiſeſt nor 
= 6 ot richeſt man ; the emptieſt: barrel makes 
:othe greaceſt: :ſound ape the. deepeſt 
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blaſt theſe bitter roots, that ever more fruit 


and wark truth in my inward parts. 
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makes leaſt noiſe - labour more to be good #4 
then toſeem ſo; for God will not judge thee? {3 17 
as thou leemeſt to be, but as thou art ; If ther, dye 
heart be not T1ght , God will wipe off all ther 
paint and plaiſter that is upon thy words and «2 
ations , and they ſhall be eſteemed as the, 
fountain is from whence they proceed ; be in--»;4-3 
ſecret what thou ſeemeſt in publick , for thefrg7x 
ſame eye is upon thee in the one as well as in}: 
the other : hypocrites ſeem todiſtruſt God wo HT: 
he ſhould deny the ſervice they do him , an&-z- 
therefore will do nothing but before witneſs :, 3 Sy 
but a true Chriſtian dare take his word, and; ,, 
therefore faſt, pray, and give alms 1n ſecret ly 
popular applauſe is the oyl that makes the hy 
pocrites chariot-wheels to move, but 1t 1s the 
love of God that conſtrains a Chriſtian : Oh 
my God, I cannot excuſe my ſelf, or waſh 
my hands from theſe filthy fins of pride and 
hypocriſie ; yet my hopes are, they are nat in 
me 1n a prevailing degree”: Lord, curſe and 


ate <, 


my grow upon them ; quell and ſuppreſs every : 
mot:on'that ariſeth in my ſoul of this nature ; . 
give me in ſincerity, whatever elſe thou ſhalt 
deny me : Make my heart upright in thy fta- 
tutes , let merather be good then ſeem good, 


— 
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Uron fiveet-ſont ling flowers. 


| | | ' | 
$5364 AF Hen I conſidered what 2 


{ſweet ſavour and odoriferous 
ſmell, a garden of flowers and hearbs ſent 
forth when it was watered from heaven by a 
refreſhing ſhower, and cheared again with 


theſun-beams darted upon it , what a place | 
of pleaſure , a paradice of delights it ſee- | 


med to be, the Hght, the ſmell and favour 
delighted me, the melodious harmony and 
birds pleaſed ' me, ſo that my affections be- 
gan to grow warm, and my fancy to: be 
tickled with it, and I began with Peter to 
ſay', it # good being here ; till upon conſi- 
deration I checkt my ſelf for my folly, for 
letting out my affection. upon ſuch poor ob- 
jects,” and letting them grovel ſo low upon 
'the grotind , and'to cloſe with ſuch poor 
pittiful nothings 3 ' then began I to ſcrew 
my thoughts a little' higher, and to ſay to 
my ſelf, fool that thou art, is there fo 
much. beauty and ſweetneſs in the creature, 
yea, in theſe poor pitifull vaniſhing fadin 

creatures, which to day are C faith Grit 5 


and to morrow arecaſt into the oven, Mat. 6, 3o. | 


what ſweetneſs rhen is 1n the (creator , that 
breathed this ſweetneſs into them; is not 
he much more ſweet, and delightfull ? and 
why doſt thou not place thy affeQions up- 
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Upon ſweet ſmelling flowers. -_ " T- 


on him, that ts altogether lovely ? Cant.5. 16, 


wholly deſirable ; Aoſes thought him lo, 
when he preferred zhe reproach of Chriſt, the, 
heavieſt piece of his croſs, better then alf 
the treaſures in Egypt : all the excellencies 
here below, are but the ſhadow, and he is 
the ſubſtance ; they are but a Ls 'to this 
ocean,. a ray to this ſun, and a-{park to this 
fire. Why wilt thou go to the puddle that 
maiſt go to the fountain-head ? and take 
up with a handfull of muck, that maiſt 
have a handfull of angels ? taſte and fee 
how {weet God is, he is ſweetneſs it elf, 


. thou that ſo admireſt theſe vaniſhing flow- 


ers, whoſe beauty ſuddenly 1s changed for 
deformity , why wilt thou not be enamou- 
red upon perfe& beauty,? the ſun , the 
moon, and ftars are darkſome. ſpots 1n com- . ' 
pariſon of the beauty that is in him, he # 
white and ruddy,. the chief” of ten thouſands ; 
his head is as the mf fine gold, &c. Cant. 5. 10.11. 
red and white ſhews a perfect ſymmetry , 
a ſound and ſure complexion, and conftitu- 
tion : thou ſpeakeſt of pleaſures, but at his 
right hand are pleaſures for evermore 3 
all earthly enjoyments yield little content , 
{ſmall pleaſure, and delight; there is a pound 
of ſorrow for an ounce -of pleaſure, and 
thoſe alſo are but bitter ſweet pleaſures, but 
with him are ſatisfying pleaſures unmixed 
delights , yea , the image of God in the: 
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122 — * Upon ſweet ſmelling flowers. 

* hearts of his people, is a thouſand times 2 
more perfe& beauty then the world: affords, 
and the graces of the ſpirit in the garden 
of their Gals as they ſhew a more perfe& 
beauty, fo they yield a more fragrant fa- 
vour and {weeter {mell, then all the flow- 
ers in the world can do, toa ſpiritual ſence: 
here is az orchard of Pomegranats and all plea- 
Sant fruit , camphire and Ward » ſpicknard 
and ſaffron, Calamits and cynamon, and all trees 
of frankincenſe; myrrhe and aloes , and all chief 
ſpices, Cant. 4. 14, 15. fee how precious 
God accounts the graces of his people, which 
here are likened to theſe precious things 
here mentioned , they ſinell {weet in the 
noſtrills of God and man, yea, the word 
of God and his Ordinances , 'theſe- were 

-{mwceter to David then honey and the honey comb, 


better then thouſands of gold and ſilver, Pſal. 


Ig. Io. and to Fob, better then his appointed 

food ; and are none of theſe taking with 

thee ? is there more true worth in a hand- 

full of flowers , that will not pleaſe rhee 
from mornipg till night , then in thoſe 

never-ending never-fading pleaſures here 

preſented to thee ? heaven and earth may 

ftand amazed at thy folly ; oh my ſoul , 

_ wallow not in the mire, delight not thy 
{elf with the fwize in ſwilh, when thou mailt 

have better, and more dainty food ; feed 

npt ypon husks, when thou maiſt have 

| we | bread 
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Upon ſweet ſmelling flowers. L473 
bread enough in thy fathers houſe : graſp not 
after the ſhadow, when thou maiſt- have the 
ſubſtance ; or with the dog in the fable, 
loſe not the ſubſtance to catch at the ſha- 
dow ; deſpiſe peebles, that thou. maiſt have 
pearls 5 lay not out money for that which is not 
bread, nor thy labour for chat which profiteth 
uot ; when wine and milk are offered ' with- 


out money and without price , ay. 55» 2, 


fill nat thy veſſel with water that it can 
hold no wine; theſe outward things may 
be of uſe to us , but muſt not be abuſed 


by us ; though they cannot make us. bap» -' 
py yet they can point us out where happi- 


neſs may be had, and happy 1s that foul 


that can with the bee, gather . honey from 


hearbs and- flowers : there is not the moſt 
contemptible 'creature that breathes , nor 


_ the molt deſpicable vegetable that lives, nor 


the pooreſt thing that exiſts, nay nothing , 


in rerum natura, but hath a finger to point us to 


God ; a fly, or flea, or leaf of a tree or graſs-pils, 
or it any thing be more contemptible, will 
tell us.,. whence they had their. being; ; 


and any, or all of-thele. may teach us ſome 


leſſons, for our inftruttion ; yea, the devil 
which is the grand enemy to. mankinde, yet 
by this. heavenly. alchymy. of - divine Medi 


tations may. be made. nouriſhment to: the. 
ſoul, as of-the vipers fleſh, may, be made a ' 


loyeraign. antidote againſt the vipeps ſting ; 
FTy v £ YEA, 
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| yea, it is poſſible to extract heaven out of 


{nares. 


- fooliſh thoſe men were that depended upon. 


Zuk.12.16. when they often finde ſuch recko- 


124  Uponſmeet -ſmellins flowers, 


hell, and God out of the creature: and ſare- 
ly that muſt- needs be a fat ſoul, that feeds |} p 
in ſo many fat paſtures + oh my God, keep || ni 


. my affetions- from cloſing with theſe earth- Il h 
. ty emoyments, and teach me the heavenly | tt 
art of improving them, and drawing out the. | v 


ſpirits of them ; And as commonly they are. | 
fe: and nets, and hurtful to the Goat: 87 
Lord, affiſt me, that they may prove benefi- || it 
ciall to it; let mine affeQtions cloſe with thee, ÞÞ n 
and then I need not fear falling into theſe || e 


Upon hearbs withering in a ary ſeaſon. 0 
26.ed. VE I beheld the hearbs and 2 


flowers, yea, the graſs ofthe || » 
field alſo, in a dry ſeaſon, how they fainted } # 
and flag'd, and hang'd the head, for lackof | / 
Moiſture, the earth being . not able to give || 1] 
them a ſupply without further aſſiſtance ; | fc 
Ir brought to my minde how neceſſary a | tc 
bleſſing from heaven was to our enjoyments | 1] 
upon earth, and how vain theſe things would 
prove, if God did bat blow upox them, and how 


their own induſtry, and promiſed themſelves 
great matters, like the fool in the Goſpel, 


ning 
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' ' Upon hearbs withering in 4 dry ſeaſon. 125 
ning is without their hoſt ; he, we finde in 
the midſt of his jolity like a Fay,” was 
pruning himſelf in the boughs, and came 
tumbling down with the arrow in his ſide, 
his glaſs was run ( as one faith ) when he 
thought it was but new turned ; he was ſhot 
with the boult, when he gazed on the bow, 
this was he that truſted in his riches and was not 
rich t6'God : he had indeed abundance, but 
it ſgnified little to him ; but many men pro- 
mile themſelves plenty, and never cometo 
enjoy "it ; how neceſſary 1s our dependance 
upon God for our dayly bread, the greateſt 
of us have no aſſurance of it, [neither is any 
exempted from ſeeking it daily at the hands 
of God, I ſaw then that that promiſe was 
not in -vain, which God had made, Hoſe. 2. 
21,22. T will hear the heavens ,''and the hea- 
vers ſhall hear the earth, and the earth (hall hear 
the corn, and the wine, and the ogl, and they 
ſhall hear Fezreel ; for though the people 
ſhoutd- cry to the corn, and to. the wine, 
for relief, -and the corn and wine ſhould cry 
to the earth for nouriſhment, and the earth 
ſhould'cry to the heavens for ſhowers, and 
the heavens ſhould cry to God for a com- 
miſſion, if God ſhould deny that petition , 
all the prayers of the other would ſignify 
nothing' ; the creatures have no more then 
what God puts into them ; If God give not 
rain, the creatures muſt - languiſh, and = 
cart 
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126 - Upon hearbs withering in a dryſeaſon. 
earth fail, the earth muſt be refreſht either 
by the: clouds immechately, or from the 
fountains by mans induſtry, or it cannot 
bring forth; but- if God deny proviſion, 
whence ſhall man have it ? they may ay, 
asthe king hab did, 2 Ang. 6. 26. if m4 Lord 
do: not help thee, whence ſhall 7 helpthee, out of 
the barn-floor, or out of the wine-preſs ? he 1s the 
fountain that muſt ſupply the ciſtern ; he it| 
Is that maketh the ſprings to run amng the} 
bills, and fills our fountains out of his trea- 
ſury ; Can any of the vanities of the gentiles 
give rain ? no they cannot, and all the men 
on earth, and devils in hell, nay, all thean- 
gels of heaven, cannot do'it, if he deny it, 
et men ſay what they pleale to the contra- 
Ty : and without water neither man nor beaſt, 
fiſh nor foul, hearb nor plant, canlong ſub- 
fiſt ; this raiſed my Meditation a little high- 
er; I confidered as it was. in naturals, ſo 
much. more in fſpirituals $. where. neither 
Paul nor” Avllos can do the work, or make 
ya goul fruitful, without God ; WoIuee ins 
deed many pipes, but they are all Iupplye 
by. one TT fountains if God withhold 
- 4 water of conſolation, we may. ſucklongf , 
enough before we be ſatisfied : This min ; 
ded me of a twofold errour in men; one , 
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" In the excels, the other in the defe&, ome, | 1 
they ſuck at the pipe , and negle& the foun-f ; 
rain, theſe may ſuck long enough before they | 


ars 


Upon hearbs withering in a ary ſerſon. 127 


plyed immediately by the fountain, "neglect 
Oo the pipe ; theſe tail on the other hand, in 


nf not uſing the means God harh appointed 


VE them ; ſome- truſt in the ordinances, and 
4 think them ſufficient, and idolize the Mini- 
ſters, theſe many times ſuck at dry breaſts ; 
he the pipe can give no more then 1t receives 
Ul from the fountain : the other think them- 


WH fclyes above ordinances, and neglet them, 
"| the ordinary wa 5. rep by God for their 
ef] ſupply: ; and theleo ttimes argue themſelves 


-1F out of their Religion : though the dug be 
MJ not that which feeds the childe, yet the 


5} childe muſt fuck milk through the dug, 
4-8 from the breaſt, or otherwiſe 15 not like to* - 


is have it 5 though the pipe cannot ſupply, it 
is the uſuall means of bringing the water : 
= | the Miniſtry of the word 1s uſually honoured 
{0 with the converſion of ſouls, though God 
cl can, and no doubt ſometimes doth work 


Ke Þ converſion without them , yet. it 1s .rare ; 
Nj Cornelius you finde was dire&ed by an Angel, 
- 


if 9 Peter, AF. 10. 4, 5-though the angel certt- 
ld fyeth him, that his alms and his prayers were 
15 accepted,yet he reads not to him the doQrrine of 
redemption, though no doubt .he could bet- 
Wy ter have done it then Petey, had-God given 
&y him a commiſſion ; but the office of preach- 
ing is given to the Miniſters not to angels ; 


10 


are fatisfied ; the other thinking to be ſup- 


We finde Paul, when he was ſtrucken down 


— 


128 Uponhearbs withering in adry ſeaſon... 


him to 4r4nizs, Af, 9.6. &c. and hereby 
eraceth his own ordinance : ſo Philip by the 
tpiric of God, was icnt to inſtruct the Ennuch, 
Ads. 8. 29. now either Chriſt himleſf, im- 
.mediately, or the angel, or the ſpirit, might 
have done the work ,. had not God intend- 
ed to haye honoured his Meſſengers with 
the work of mans converſion, and alſo to 
leave it as a ſtanding ordinance to the 
world, for the bringing in, and building 
_ up thoſe that ſhall be faved ; and therefore 
_ *tis not ſafe to contemn it : Oh my, ſoul , 
fall not out with the pipe , for this 1s the 
appointed way to bring water. from the 
fountain ; fall not in love with it, for of 
it ſelf it can give no fatisfation ; uſe it 
thou muſt , but idolize it thou muſt "not ; 
truſt not in men, nor means, food nor phy- 
ſick, though thou muſt make uſe of them :; 
Curſed is - "man that truſteth' in man , ans 
maketh fleſh his arm, and \ whoſe heart departeth 
from the living God : all other are phyſitians 
.of no value ; clouds without . water, broken 
| ena that can hold m9 water : It was Aſa's 
ailing, C and no doubt a groſs one ) to 
ſeek to the nhyſitians in the aeglef of God : 
think it not ſufficient for the body to 
make uſe of the ableſt phyſitian , nor for 
the foul to live under the ableſt Miniſter. , 
X Oy 
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in the way, as he journeyed towards Damaſcus, 
Chrift did not teach him himſelf, but ſends 
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for - many bodyes and. ſouls periſh under 
ſuch ;;if God help thee«not,” whence. hall 


' they help thee? the: ſun-in. -a clear day + 


may be ſeen” in a pail of water, bur if it be 
el6:ded, all the water-in the-world-cannat 
ſhew- it-; the ordinance-'is- the : uſual place 


where God may be'ſeen ,” but till God open” 


mens eyes, there '18 none. can fee: him 


there, yet-muſt not- the ordinances the; del / 
'piſed, for: uſually God . makes diſcoveries 
of himſelf there, 'he::could have fed Zlyab: 
limfetfis or 'by ' an- Angel', yet ſends him 
food” by a. raven ; he ,conld have. taught 


Punl-as wellas ftruck him; down: as 1s: bey- 
fore-noted ,'' iyet! ſends/him'-ro. Azanits phe 


ſeldom works atherwiſe:wher& tlie” means 
of grace-is to 'be\had 3 he:could; havethed- | 
led- Hezetiah with ia: wordz yet ufethri'n 


bunch. of figs wo matter 2whar iis - the: idt- 
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130 Upon the difference between the various 


ht Uron the difference between the various forts 
7 of flowers and vegetables. 


29... Mel. Wyn FT confGdered the vary 
2.4 1, VF ous forms, features,: ſhapes, 
colours and. vertues of the ſeveral forts | of 


-though there.areperhaps many. hundred &- 
.veral ſpeces inthe world, yet, every . /pectes 
hath a diſtin eodour ,: ſhape ;- and. ; vertue 
different from the. reſt , whereby they may 
be perfefily known, fdund:out; and diftin- 
as ener another: by: a. Skilfull-artaſt, 
:ahd all. theſe together: adpra-:the 'creation\, 
and::make therarthlovely,, and every.ions 
hath its peenhar le. While 1 {pent. {one 
thiughts'on theſe things ;.and was. adm 
' Ting" the creatures wifdome;: in thefe works 
-6f his: hands, :and.his:! good to mankinde 
to give:a falveto every: fore-.; for. he) hath 
made-rnothing- inivain. ; it. came. tomy 
minde how tnairy thouſand milhons of -ta- 
:cch are upon» the; face.of the carth , all alike 
andriyet nnlikes all'relemblng :one another, 
andiyet ſcarce:twa:perſons:<6 ht found out 
atheiwholemwdrid, ſo like;'tbut: they-anay 
bei gifferenced: onc;Aromcanaher]; : ighrone 
"thang or another;by a diſc & (eye zithis 


* 
[ 


alo-Taifed my'meditation;fromt ' creatuie 
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herbs, lowers,:and other vegetables: z;.and 


£6 ithe Creator, tocadmize this: wifdome oy 
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. forts of flowers and vegetables, 1 31 
sk1ll, that hath, as before noted , thus di- 
tinguiſhed between the ſeveral fort of ve- 
getables , though many-hundreds,. and be- 
tween ſo many hundred thouſands of faces 
among rational creatures , that as he gives 


to every ſeed his own-hody, ſo he gives to 6- 


very peculiar ſpecies his awn proper colour, 
ape, odour, and yertue, and to every” 11- 
dividuzl of- the ſpeeies,' and to every rational 
creature. his own - proper face and feature, 
all: lovely ; amiable and . comely and yet 
different one from another, all agreeing -ig 
te main, ,and yet diſagreeing in "one thi 
ox other : 0 the omatpetent power —_ 
vildoms of the great, God, how prfegrohapla 
are his. counſe els,. ad big. ways. paſt fading. Ont. in. 
And as they differ-in bodily ſhaps,;16 al 
in.the endowments of the minde;z, there is 
very. great, variety , and diverſity:; among(t 
men, {catce,,two. can be. found. inan- 5 
alike qualified ; very few of the ſage mi 
in all things ,; quot hotines tat Senentsa, . IS. a 
laying. not more! antient then trae- 5; 40. 4na- 
ay men. {19 many. mindes-; for where ſhalt. 
ve finde-2 perfet. agreement between- any 
two,, how various alſo, are the gifts of the 
fame ſpit. to the' ſons, of men ? God doth. 
not intruſt;agy; one mar with all ; neither 
ls. Gang bot that bave .not ſome talent , 
| there are diverſity of 
a, bu th eb; big v&0: for #6 one if 2 
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132 Uponthe difference between the various 
wen by the ſpirit, the word of wiſdome, to-ano- 
ther the word of knowledge, by the ſame ſpirit ; 
zo another faith by the gr ſpirit , to another 

_ the gift of healing by the ſame ſpirit ;. to' ano- 

' « ther the working of mirazles, to another prophe- 
ſie, to another Thming: of ſpirits , to another 
drverſe kindes of tongues, to another the inter- 
pretation of tonpues, but - all theſe worketh that 

- one aad the ſelf ſame*ſpirit, dividing to every 
man feverally as he wHl,” &c. and to one i gi- 
ven ter talents, to -another five, and to another 
one, according to the place, and imploy: 
ment they are ſet in; -and - the work | God 
requires at their*! harids; as the diverſe 7 
ſmells of flowers, comes from the ſame' in- 
fuence”,” and the-diverfe ſounds .in"the” ors | | 
&an from the ſame breath, ſo divers-opers- f 
tions from” the {ame ſpirit; and all for the 
r00& oF the'whole ; he that is: not fit to 
ervethe body,” is not fit to be/of the body; 
God-pives-to every man. according to his : 
place #8&'ſtation', and will require an ac- 
coun®of: what He gives , lome'are' deeply E | 
skil'd '16'thei original tongues, and' other' e 
Ianguages, others excell in philsfophicalno- 
ions; Tome ſearch"natures garden from:end'| | 
to end,-and become excellent artifts there; 
ſome excell tn 'one ſcience, fottiecin'another; h 


forme in the law, ſome-in phyſick, ſome in Þ| 
divinity, "ſome 1tt* pecmetry,-fome excell | * 


©} dcep inventions , others are* good -ar- 
SA US SOT on _ tiſts, 
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. are beſt at application ; 


forts of flowers and vegetables. 155 


tits, &c. and among Chriſtians fome exces 


in one. grace, and ſome in_another ; ſome 
are deep in humiliation, ſome: have a great 
meaſure of ſelf-denial, ſome excell in P 
ſome in patience , &s. among Miniſters 
each hath his. peculiar gitt, ſome are: gogd 
Textuaries, and ſome criticks 3 ſome are 
good in caſe-divinity , ſome are, skid in 
controverſies ;. and are excellent _ diſpu- 
tants ; ſome are for explication ,., and ſome 
=—— for conviction , 
and others for comforting afiaed- conſcj- 
ences , and 'all-for the common -good. , 
Ephe. 4.11, 12. and hegave ſome Apoſtles, and 
ſome Prophets, and ſome Fuangeliſts, and, ſome 
Paſtors, and Teachers, for the perfetting, of the 
Saints, for-the work of the. miniſtry, for the eai- 
tying the body of Chriſt. Oh my ſoul, haftthou 
any one of theſe gifts, hath God--lent thee: 
any .talent, why haſt thou not improved it ? 
how comes 1t-to paſs-in all this. ume, that 
thou haſt not increaſt it ?'God will- require 
it. at thy hand ere long, and it is wonder - it 
had not.been taken away-ere now ..*. badft 
thou been diligent thou mighteſt (as others ) 
with the ——————_ Link, 19.16; have ſaid; 


alas it 1s to be feared, thou canft not ſay, it 
bath gained two's though; God! w#l not;blame 
thee that. thou haft.received;no ;more,- yet 


will he blame thee for improving that ng . 
T1 ne ; 3 >, better,. 


- 
"2% 


aith, « 


. Lord, thy one pound hath gaiped ten pounds; when 


hy 
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better; the time 1s: coming, God will call his 
fervants to an account, as well as. his .ene- 
mies, and reckon with theft ; take heed of 
receiviftg any grace in vain, nor enyy thoſe 


that have received more ; perhaps. wy Tes | 
ceived no nore, but, have better imployed 
what” they had; let this put thee on to. dihi- 


gence, not to murmuring , covet grace ra- 


| ther the pifts, and ro to-pray fervently, ra- 


ther then-rhetorically ; Ttammerins doſes 
fhall be heard, as foon as Eloquent Aron : 
had idlenefs been 2 jawful calling, - we ſhould 
haye had many good husbands, as well as 
good fellows ; but God diſbwns ſuch, and 
it is: no hard matter to diſcern a wane and 
decay in ſuch mens gifts and parts, and thaf 
the Lord is taking away his talents from them, 
and gtving' them'to ſome other that will 


better improve them :and is laying them a- - 


fide 'as broken veſſels, andere ſong they 
ſhall be'as dead men out of minde, when 
tle diltgent ſhall be'had in everlaſting re- 
membrance ? oh'' my God, lay not to my 
charge my fortner folly, my ſfoth and nep- 
ligence 3 take not away thy talent from me, 
but give me a heart better to improve 'it ; 
fet-me double - my diligence, and amend my 


pace, that thou: maiſt never fay to me, as to 
_ that unfaithful and! unprofitable ſervant , 
Mat: 25.2.6." take hins, 'binde him hind-and foot, 
na eaft bias into tuger aarknts, | 


Hpor 
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Upors withering herbs and flowers. A 
28. Med 112 the ſight of fome withered 


| fore were freſh and flour#ſhing, 'and made a 
- || beautiful ſhew in the hand; and boſome, but 
now were fit. for nothing but the dunghtH, 
” | TI began to confider, thus it 1s with many of 
' | the profeſſors of our age, many that have 
; | made a fair thew, and held our a large pra- 
feſſfion in the ſight of the ſun, are: already 
dead and withered, and many more' beg 
to hang the head; and droop, 'and their dea 
is 'dayly expeRted, and all for wantof root; - 
the ſun of perſecution ſhining upon thein 
hath killed many ; fit ſhould ariſe indeed, - 
many. more would wither ; feigned conver- 
ſion proves unfeigned apoftaſy.; how much 
falt hath already loft 1ts favour, and is now 
become good*for nothing, #io not for the 
dunghill : How many glorious: lamps have I. 
ſeen in my days. blown out or extihguifhed 
for lack of oyl ? yea, went out in a-fnuff, 
and ſome ofthem'ſtunk in the ſocket -;- ahey 
had a name. to live, but they were dead, Rev'3-1. 
God knows his own: ſheep,.'and: thoſe given 
_ to Chriſt he will.not Joſe: one. ; but theſe 
( faith the ApdRtle ) are gone from: among 'us 
brodnſe they were not of ns; they. with the :Jowes 
ery. the templedf the. Lord,*When tliety matter 


herbs and flowers that a little be. _ 


136 © Hoon withering herbs and fiowers 
not the Lord of the temple ; theſe are ſpors in your 
Feaſts of charity, mhen they feaſt with you, feeding 

. themſelves without fear ; clouds they are without 

_ dter, tarried: about with windes";-trees whoſe 

s -fruit mithereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked 
inp by- the yoot's, raging waves of the Sea raving 

ont their own 'ſhame,'' wandring-ſtars to whom is 
reſerves the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever; Jud.12. 

113. they were neyer | better then meteors 

-- and fo they end'1n-2 {ſmuff; they areeonſtant 
4n nothing. but inconſtancy ; and being dead 
-are "fitted for'the fire ; they like empty clouds 
promiſe refreſhing ſhowers: but yield -none ; 

and with'the ſtony ground:{pring up, and I t 
flouriſh fora ſeaſon, and thiey fall away, 'wi- || a 
ther and come'to nothing ;-how many Cedars || 11 

of late chave* been blown down with the || f 
winde # and many more” will fall, it the J n 
winde Tife :: many great lights have-beenex- || { 
tinguiſhed, and many notediprofeſſors leave | |: 
Chriſt; with the young man'in the” Goſpel, I] t: 

\ Father then their riches,” Zr. to. 21. &c, || fl 

_. Juch blabs are ſoon blown: up, :and ſuch bub- |} t 
bles' are ſoon broken ; witli Demas theſe men || h 
chooſe the world before: Chriſt ; yea perhaps Þ 1: 
with :Z:dzs they-will betray him for money: || d 
and why 1s all this, but: becauſe they received | ti 
-wor the truth inthe: love of it,i God gave them | tl 
wp #0 ftrong deluſons to believe ale; &c. 2 Theſ. | © 
2.19, 17:-when they turned *profefſars they || 
took -not Chrifts Counſel, to fir dawn firft and 
ME .+ t&. :-* '. YEEKOR 
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Hpon withering berhs ant flowers. 137 
reckon the charges, and therefore like the fog- | 
liſh builder began to lay the foundation, and | 
was not able 'to finiſh, they took up religt- 1 
e | on upon truſt, and conſidered not what it _ 

4 | would coft them, or what God required ap 
g | their hands, and when reproaches , lofles,, - 
's || or croſſes come, they ſoon kick -it up, and 
. || will not be of ſuch a chargable profeſſion ; | 
S | ſome take it up for wrong. ends, and intend 
t || to make it but as a cloak to cover their de- | 
| Þ ſignes, or as a ftalking-horſe to take ther 
$ 
] 


\ 
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prey, and when the prey 1s taken, or” the? 

defigne brought about, or they diſappointed, | 

the cloak is caſt. aſide, the vizard. caſt off. , ] 
- | and the fialking-horſe laid by as uſelels ; 
many drive on ſome carnal_defigne under 
ſuch a diſguiſe, and uſereligion as a work- 
man doth his tools; as Jong as one will 
ſerve he uſeth-it, and when it will not, be 
lays by that, and takes another : if perſecy- . 
tion will fit the defigne better -then profel- 
ſion. he takes up that; it is no ſtrangething 
to ſee men in our age periecute what they 
have profeſt-:. thoſe that - follow Chriſt . for 
loaves, not for love, will cry Hoſanzah to 
day,:and cracifie. to morrow: ;. if the winde 
turn; for many are reſolved rather towrong 
their conſciences; then that their. confcien- 
ces: ſhould wrong them ; -+ Oh ' my. ſoul, 
do. {o; many; flowers: fade, and ſo much corn. 
wither for want: of root ? are ſor ay Ceaars 
fd. curtyh OE TEEEACS Cm EL . blown | 
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_ ratez-and Chriſt at the deareſt price, never 
, meddle wirh theſe commodittes ; 1f they 


x38 Ypon withering herbs and flowers. 
blown down by- the winde; and ſo. many 
forward profeſſors turned apoſtates at the ap- 
prehenfion of danger ? look toi thy ſelf, -/er 
ſtrait ſteps to thy feet, leſt that which is halting 
be turned ont of the way ; take heed leſtif the 
ſun of perſecution ariſeth, thou alſo be of- 
fended and-wither, for want of -root ; »reft 
not therefore till rhou' canſt ſay with '#6-: 
the root of the muttey is in me, Fob«19.2.8.:let 
thy ends and motives be ſound,. or otherwiſe 
thy profeſſion will prove Totten ; expet 
Iufferings and - prepare to bear them, or elſe 
never {et up thy trade of Chriſtianity -: if 
heaven be not:worth having at the greateſt 


are, break- not. for [price /3 "the. pzarb in''the 
Goſpel 1s worth all that thou haſt ; if reli 
gion be not good, never profeſs. it ; if it be, 
never forſake 'it ; ſet down' firſt ard reckon 


the charges with the wiſe builder, and what- Þ © 
ſoever thou canſt finde others have paid for I fo 
it, thou maieſt expe the like .miay be. ro- Þ| he 
quired of thee ; and if. upon- this rate »rhe | m 
bargain will do thee no good, .meddle nat }| g: 
with 'it 3 thou; maiſt finde* Feremy in derifi- | nc 
on dayly, every one mocked him; . Devid Þ| th 
was the drunkards ſong, Fob the very abjets || he 
derided him, 'the: Apoſtles: were made! the | m 
offRow?'s 5 of all thirigs'; reckon therefore || th 


reprono} ©2y-be thy portion, {ceing ally 
foe £27 _ Chriſt 
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Chriſt himſelf was not, free ; onnis Chriſti- 
anus eſt erncianns ; thou maieſt read#,' ſome 
for their religion ſake were forſaken by their 
friends, as Chriſt by his brethren ; this-may 
be thy. condition + tome | have [loft their e- 
ſtates, and have beety expoſed” to. hardſkiip,- 
and ſo: maiſt thou; ſome have been caſt 11its 
priſons; thus Feremy, Peter, Paul, and Sz; 
and many more, this may be thy portion 5 
ſome z--yea , many thouſands; have 'beert 
brought to this ſtate; and ſacrificed their Tives 
in the flames, and who knows but it rey 
be required of thee? eanft thow break through | 
theſe- difficulties ? eHE never ſt'a ſep fur-. 
ther in ' profeſſion ;' if heaven" will fiot make 
thee amends forearth, and: God for the'cteas 
ture, and eternal:life for the loſs-of atem- 
poral : Oh my G6d, without/thy ſipport'T 
thall never be able'to hold out, but: :hrowgh 
thee 7 cars doall things ; | know there 1s more 

excellency in thee then the world can af: | 
ford, and if I loſe my God,' my ſoul, my 
heayen, and happineſs, to preſerve my eſtate; 
my- life or liberty, it'will be'a loſing -bar- 
gain; theſe things I can want, Chriſt Ican- 
not want ; Lord, give me him; though upot 
the hardeft terms; let me haveſtrong appre- 
henſions of my love to' thee, and -thine to 
me; theh ſhall 7 never leavethee nor forſake 


thee, 'let not the:plory- of the ' world -dazle 


my'ſight,” that] cannot behold thee in glory. 
TEE 2. Ypon 
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- *. which before ſeemed dead and. withered, 


Teemed to -have kil'd them, did but prepare 
them, for. their,-future ; encreale ; this made 


_fables,*thar are ſoon ſenſible of the approach- 
_ ing {pring, and. ſoonap{uer.the ſun beams 
-darting. upon chem, 'and-the refreſbing 
ſhowers wherewith, they, ate watered, - ſure: 
Jy 4t:{hould be:fo-with-;the: foul, :when-4t 


and. when, the; ſun of righteouſneſs (qriſeth with 


%. 
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Hpon | the ſpringing of. herbs'in the foring time. 
#9.Med. A Feer a ſharp winter when. the 
= {pring approached and the Sun 


a 


began .to look more chearfully upon-.the 


earth, and to ſhine upon it with a more di- 
reX ray, I beheld the; herbs and: flowers 


began now to.,bud. and germinate, and: to : 
ſpring forth, andto look lively, 4ovely, and || * 
amiable ; the graſs waxed, green and- the c 
face of 'the carth was changed; from what : 


it was a few weeks ag9; trees leaved,: and 
all-leemed to. rejoyce at:the, fans approach, J. - 
and to'an{wer. the {ſpringing ſhowers which | 
kindely fell upon, them,'; and; thoſe flowers 
that eveh now-hid-their heads, . and were 
buried in: the earth, now. crept out of their 
cells, and in their 'kinde- returned praiſe to 
their great benefactour, andthe winter which 


11 


me: confider  1f-yt; be thus; w.th poor vege- 


gomes- from, under. che;clouds: of afiQion, 
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Upon the ſpringing of herhs in the ſpring time. 141 
healing in bis wings-; this made me. np: 
mine-own condition, whether I hat an{wer-- / 
te | £9 the pains and coft which God had be- 
ſtowed upon me, whether my - affliftion 
which God had laid upon me, .the ſharp 
;. | winter, that I had 'urdergone, and the ſharp - 
| ſhowers T had felt, had wrought ſuch an et- - 


; 
5 


'5 Fl f:& upon me, as the winter and the influ- 
ro: | ©2Ces of heaven, had. done upon .thefe poor 


nr” vegetables, viz. made ..- Taces germinate, 
is | 22d break forth, budand bloom; and bring | 
i | forth fruit for Tfayy whereevyer life isin the 

4 | 700t, it will ſhewforth it {elf in'the branch- | 
| &: ol 'my foul, thon haſt Had'a long and | 
+ | ſharp winter, what effe&t hath in wrought. - | 
wy, in- thee? © thou haſt lain in the furnace: j 
of affliction, '1s-thy droſs conſumed; or ts; 
ir | not 7:1 have been under pining ficknels, | 
£ brought to the'pates of 'death,'yer hath God _ 
g fad tg me, live: !' F' have theen threatned 
« | vith pitiching wants, . yet” more frightned — | 
© Eten hurt; and when ſtripe GFAll, God let” | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


{ 


| 


| 
| 


h me ſee, that” he 'could make proviſion; and. 
\. | was able to provide and farnf. table in the” 
. | Piderneſs';, the barrel of meat waſted not, antt 

"| the cxuſe of of! dil} fail; Gol bleſſeda little, 
>| and it ſuſficeth ;'when I was! driven from 
- | friends and relations, heraifed me up friends 
more true,' 'then'many of my relations; and 
in die timehe- faid' ro me, as fometime to! 

Facob; Gen:gz''9.teturn into-thy own ' countrey,” 


and 
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 and..'to thy kindred, and 7 will deat well with 
| thee: ſometimes I have been under a cloud, 
and then again the cloud hath been ſcattered, 
and the ſun; hath broke out again ; many 
| have been the diſpenſations of providences, 

T have beea,under : oh, my ſoul, how doit 


thou anſwer Gods expettations in thele pro- || 


vidences ? aff:on ſprings :yot out of the. duſt, 
either doth trouble riſe out of the. ground, i 
there evil in the City, and the Lord hath not done 
2? whoever 1s the inſtrument God. hath. a 
hand in the work, whoeyer be the, xod;,.It 
is he that ayes it on ; it hath 'a' yoice and 
we ſhould hear ir? hehath anend, -ang that 
- is thy reformatzon; doſt thou anſwer his end? 


= 


ifthe rod be removed betoge the childe be Tp: | 


formed-cither he intends.to-get ab  TOd,0F 
leaves thee off ,as incorrigible > Whielx 1s' the 
ſareſt. judgement... The Water now 15 paſt, 

and. the finging:of birds is come, the, earth 
therein look lovely; and each 


as..of the fruitle(G. fig-tree,.. never frais ron 
F 
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£42 Upon the fringing of herbs inthe ſpring time: 
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Upon the ſpringing of herbs in the fpring time 1 4.3 
expected fruit doth he bring forth wilde grapes ? 
canſt imagine God . wal always bear with 
a barren fruitleſs tree in his orchard, or an 
unprofitable, unfaithfull ſervant in his houſe, 
or a hard and ſtony heart that ,neither ſum- 
mers ſun, nor. winters froſt can work up- 
,0n/,- neither judgements nor mercies molli- | 
fy ? many, year he hath . been feeking 
fruit and findeth none, and yet hath. been 
prevailed with to, try thee one year more, 
but "his patience will not long bear with 
thee : if reformation preyent. not , the ſen- 
tence will ere long. be. paſt, cur hin down 
why cumbers: he the ground ?' many a time the 
fin hath ſhane with a favourable afpe& up- 


f| 01. thee, and; many a time the. dew of: hea- 


ven; hath been ſhowred- down , many a 
faithfull $kilfull husbandman hath been 
ſent to dreſs thee, and menure- thee, and 
muſt Chrift when he ſeeks fruit fall , meer 
with difapointments? art: thou fo bard'and 
rocky , that no: furnace: will melt thed, nor 
baminer break thee, or bring the: 1to form 
meet for his: building ?- then; muſt thou be 
thrawn.aut amongſt the:mubbiſh.:. Oh my 
God; this. is|-my':condition} by» ature; but 
thou canft change, my nature, thou: haſt- a 


JE inrnace will melt me, and-bring me into 


any. form; thou, haft-a hammer. can -break 
me, and fitiqne;for: thy, wank: thou  canſt 
ſoften me, and make: me. pliable, thou, ab 
Boca | | 7 take 
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rake away the ſtony. heart,” and give me s heart 


| of fleſh © Lord, is it not thy promiſe ? make 


1t £ood to-me, blow upon my. ſoul andthe 
races of thy {pirit will bud and break forth! 


Tpeak the word and = {oul - ſhall live": 
Lord ,. teach me thy ſelf, 
"to the teaching of man; - there is no-other 


and leave me not 


can reach the heart, they ſpeak only to 
meoeatr”:*: -- EE ELBA < 


—_—_—— 
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' Upors a withering knot of herbs. © 


30. Med. JN FHenl beheld aknor of herbs 
EO mixt 'with-flowers -1n' the 


. garden, \in a deciying, [withering .condith 
. 6n;”* forme -part dead, others: languiſhing ; 
- and but a few alive and/ flourtſhing-,' 1 


left off weeding', dreſſing, eutting and 
manuring them, as-thoſe 'thar never wet 


_ (likelyito anſwer my pains, or -r&compence 


3 
1 
| 
| 


my. dabour , but confidering. there. | were 


- fone Jiviog which were: likely:ro-be choak 
ed with weeds" '#f:1et alone;'hgd! difregar- 


ded 7'Þ tranfplanted/them'tints better-ſoil; 


leavieg the dead ones to-:themſelves'for- tht 
fire,-or': any . other. uſe: > T': mattered them 
not :-I confidered:then how paſtly-,-and 
anfeemly- the' place wasz:i when the living 
| Heths were removed, what a: confuled-heap, 
and> worthleſs: pigce.tt was ,-of go profit, 


| Upon 4 withering knit of herbs. 145 
pleaſure, or benefit ; the thoughts of this 
{trait brought to my minde, that as I had 
dealt with theſe withering herbs; ana flow-. 
ers, {0 God oftentimes doth by a* wither- 
ins Church, ſome» of them he takes into 
his boſome , others he tranſplants ; and 
fndes them a better. place, and then roots 
up the reſt , or reſerves them for the fire 
or ſome other judgement ; perhaps lets them 
alone a while to bear a place, and perhaps 
the name of flowers ; till at laſt they are 
rotten-ripe, and fit for nothing but burn- 


ing. Thus he preſerved /Vozh for another 


plot, which he was about to. make, when 


he] he deſtroyed the old wortd , which before 


was his garden , when the plants were 
moſt dead : He removed Zot into another 
foil, when he rooted up his garden. in $0- 
dom, he would not fence & place for. ſo few 
living herbs, bur laid it waſte ; and. burnt 
it up ; he tranſplanted Abraham from the 
place of his nativity , and fouhd room by 
his providence for /{azc and Zacob , whole 
poſterity he tranſplanted into Zzypt, where 
tor a long time they did thrive and pros 
per ; till in the end overrun with weeds 
briars and thorns , he tranſplanted Jae! 
into Canaan, and caſt the Egyptians, thoſe 
dead and worthleſs plants; thoſe weeds and. 
thorns into the Red-ſea : and ſince that 


C | tine hath laid waſte many a garden; which 
| K 


formerty 


I46 Upon a withering knot of herbs. 
formerly did flouriſh, when thty withered 
and decayed ; witneſs. the -ſeven . famous 
Churches of -{/, mentioned Aev.2. ard 3. 
chapters, and fuffereth briars and thorns to 
overrun the places. : I conſidered, that when 
God: removes his own plants either 1nto his 
bolome, or elſewhere, 1t is time for the 0- 
ther to look about them, Z/ay.. 57. 1. the 
righteous periſheth , and no man\ layeth it to 
heart , and mercifull men. are taken away , none 
conſidering that the righteous is taken away from Þh t1 
the evillzo come. When Gods jewels are re- | i! 
moved , his care of that place is over ; || n 
when his flowers. are gone, he will pluck w | fe 
his hedge, and throw down his.wall , and let t | a1 
be eaten up and troden down, he will iy tf at 
waſte , it ſhall not be' pruned nor digged , and | m 
there ſhall come up briars and thorns , and. he Þ 01 
will command the clouds that they rain no rain |Þ le 
upon it , EJay. 5.5, 6. and how gaſtly doth || th 
that place look which is thus fore-let , and || ze 
forſaken by God ? This conſideration made |} th 
me think , it is time for Zzeland to look | ſee 
about them , gray hairs are here and there uj- || an 
on 1s, yer we conſider it not, Hoſea. 7. 9. we ha 
may, {ee thany a withering; branch, and dy- || lef 
—_ amongſt us, fetching the laſt Þ mc 
gaſp,: that formerly ſeemed flouriſhing, fat, || gre 
and: in good liking ; when men employ not || anc 
their talents well, no wonder if God take 
trom them hat which they ſeemed 20 have, this 

ow | is 
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Updy a withering knot of herbs. * Tay 
is verified in many that have had-freſh and 
fragrant parts, and gifts, and' have former- 
ly excelled others ; but theſe parts are wi- 
thered for: want of uſe, and the diligent” 
|| Chriſtian formerly below them, now excels 
5s | them, and the unprofitable ſervant is reſer- 
- | ved for utter rk and how ill favour- 
e | ed'do thoſe look that are thus withered: ? 
0 | nay, have we not great cauſe to. fear Godis 
ef leaving his' garden in Zglaxd, ſeeing he hath ' 
» || tranſplanted fo many of his: choiſeſt flowers 
into -4nerica, and- of late hath taken 10 mia- 
: | ny into. his own boſome, and: there. are fo 
| few left that really flouriſh, and ſo many 
t | are on the dying hand, and reall: holinefs 
it | and the power of godlineſs is ſo ſcarce 5. oh 
4 | my ſoul, art not thou 'one of theſe dead; 
7c || or at leaſt withering plants ? art- thou fals, 
z | len from thy firſt love ? where arethe lov? of 
h | thy eſpoaſals 5 or theſe aſeRions, and. the 
d || zeal manifeſted in thy younger years? hath 
c | thy age encreaſed thy wildome ? and is that 
k || feet in growing more ſtrange with: thy God, 
- | and more:luke-warm' in'his ſervide/Fand in 
'e Þ having leſs: care of thy foul; and — 
/- | ef; pains: for heaven ? time was; thbu walt 
& Þ more freſh and flouriſhing, andlike to .# 
t, | green |bay-tree, ibut how thou 'groweſt old 
and dry, and little ſap and. vigour doth ap- 
=_ -.15this the fruit of all the pains God 
ath beſtowed upon thee ? is it tro make 
| K 2 
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thee more dry and barren ? the trees of righte- 
ouſneſs planted by the rivers of water, ſhould 
never want fruit nor leaf, yea, ſhould bring 
forth fruit to old age : yea, thy fruit 1n age 
may. be expeQted to be more, and mellow- 
er,. ripened by age, and a more mature 
judgment: ; thou haft born the burthen and 
heat of the day, and wilt thou now quit the 
vineyard, or ceaſe and flack thy work, when 
thou ſHouldſt come: and receive thy wages ? 
zf thou turn back, Gods ſoul will have no pleaſure 
zn thee ; if thou put thy hand to the plow, and 
look back, thou art not fit for the kingdom of 
heaven, neither will thy righteouſneſs be re- 
membred : in thy fin thou ſhalt dye, thou art 
ready to go off the Stage of the world, and 
wilt a& thy laſt ſcene worſt, and be hiſt at 
in the end : wilt thou loſe all the pains that 
ever thou haſt taken in heavens way, and 
at laſt remit thy zeal, when thou ſhouldſt 
double thy diligence ? is it:not he. that holds 
out to the end that ſhall be ſaved? didſt thou 
ever yet repent of -any pains thou didſt take 
for heaven ?and doſt thou think thou ſhalt 
ever have cauſe to repent hereafter ? art thou 
afraid thy reward will be too great, or thy 
crown of glory too heavy ? or that God 
will- love thee too well ? or that thou ſhalt 
make heaven too ſure ?if not, why doft thou 
ſlack thy pace £ doſt thou expeU a better 
maſter, or better work, or better wages? if 

; not, 


ave. 


| 
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Upon a withering knot of herbs 146 
not, take heed by thy negligence, left thou 
_ _ put thee out of his ſervice: : 
oh my God, keep my heart upright inthy 
ſervice , and dire& my ſteps fra I turn 
not aſide ; keep me from the- rage of fatan, 
that T be not captivated by him, he ſeeks 
.my foul to undo it, and fain would make 
me loſe my reward ; Lord, make me faith- 
ry to the death , and then give me a crown of 
life. | _—_ 


——_—_— 


Upon the unknown wertues of many vegetables. 


1 Med. Hen upon the ſtricteſt fearch 
: | VV ſcruriey ie T-oonls pol- 
fibly make, ' I eould- not'finde' out, the ' na- 
tures, properties,” vertues,' operations, -ends, 
and uſes of ſeveral vegetables, and other fim- 
ples, nor indeed the full 'uſe, vertue', and 
benefit of any 'one of them ; and Toon 
I have cauſe'to think, that the greateft artiſt 
in natures garden; cannot-do'ﬆ ;' nay; if gll 
pretenders to thisart ſhould-join heatt and 
hand” in the:-work, and combine themtlves 


| together, and uſe their utitioft © diligence , 
yet would they fall ſhort bf- making'a;per- - 

| 'T. know every 1} 

age makes ſome further progreſs in it then. «350 


k&' diſcovery of it,” though 
the preceding 'did, yet very many thingslie 


' bid from the choiſeſt wits-; this made” me 
& K 3 adini.e 
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admire the wiſdome of the Creator, that || - 
hath made nothing in. vain, and hath put || 1 


ſuch admirable yertues. into ſuch deſpicable 
weeds, that did we know. their worth, we 
ſhoyld.prize them at a higher rate, that now 
we: deſpiſe.: and. 1f we cannot finde [out -the 
,Yertues. and operation of thaſe things which 
We ft CVBEY day converſant with, nowon- 
_ fer iyeareigngrant of God," gf the' Trinity, 
oof the Incarnation of Chriſt, and thoſe more 
abſtruce points of Religion, more remote 
trom our fences; and-above' our capacity : 
he that cannot..attain. to know the natune of 
his own ſonl, no wonder if he be ignorant 
of the nature .of. angels : my thoughts > + 

1- 


% 


on this account xoved 
dered ſeveral. ſmall, ſeeds, {oj much - reſery- 
þÞ ing oneanother, that my gye-could ſcarce: 
lIsdifference them. the one from the other, 
2nd yet. faw.z when thoſe were ſown roge- | 
her, the.lame-plot,, nourifht. in the ſame | v 
TYt5; 43-4 Cy fd. with. the ,Jame. Sun, and t 
ed, with the fame ſhowers, they pro- | " 
56 plants much. differing in nature, co- | t 
Qurricent quantity, quality, . vertue, and | t: 
. WPezations 3 <tr" 5 me. cry, out, the fin- | If 
or of. God,-that hath put ſuch vertues in | p 
, ſmall deſpicable 7-58 F- 1t- minded meal- ; / 
19: of the Apaſtles words, God hath given tw | 4 
eerzy ſeed his owp, body, I Cop. $+38- whereſo- | 
Fycr;theſe yegetables are ſown,” planted, or 

_  -7-  replaan 


” 


t rgved further, and I confi- 
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replanted, ftill the /peczes are continued, net- 
ther do they degenerate into another kinde. 
When I conſidered that ſuch 'efficacy and 
> | vertue ſhould be virtually included in ſo 
7 | ſmall a feed, I —_—_ it matter of admi- 
> | ration, yea, that ſo ſmall a thing, asa nut, 
1 | or acorn, or the kernel of an apple or pear, 
- | ſhould produce fo great a tree, of fo vaſt a 
» | bulk, asthe Oak, the apple-tree, or — 
> | tree, this made me to admire the wiſdom, 
2 | power, and providence, of the great: God, 
: | which Chrift himſelf feems to. take notice 
f Þ of in the yard ſeed, which being ſo very 
t | ſmall, produceth a plant of ſuch a. bigneſs. 
- | that the birds build their neſts 1n the branch- 
- | es; this -minded me alſo of the nature of 
- | grace and fin, which from ſmall beginnings 
- | come to great perfection', and: whereever 
, | theyare they becomefruitful ; grace proceeds 
- | from a grain-to a tree, and as a little lea- 
e | ven leaveneth the lump, 41o. grace.encreaſerh 
d | till it makes a univerſal change inthe-whiole 
- | man ; it: makes a man ſemper idem,” abways 
- | the ſame : Fob upon the throne :and upon 
d | the dupghill' is holy- Fab full ; 1t. brings 
- || torch the fruits of the ſpirit whereever it is 
n | planted ,. Gal, 5. 22: but the. frait of the 
- Þ /pirit is ove, ' joy , peace , lone-ſuffering., 
| gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, \meekneſs, 1temperante, 
| againſt fuch there is no law ;, but where. ſin 
is, it brings forth the: fruits of-the fleſh; 

| -- It 


5 2 Upon the unknown vertues of many vegetables. 
it grows from one degree to another, from 
a thought to a reſolution, thence to ation, 
and at length comes to a habit , and hard 
it is to be left : Bray a fool ( faith Solomos ) 
in a morter, with a peſtle like nheat, yet will 
pot his fooliſhneſs depart from bim, Pro. 27.22. 
A wolf will have a wolviſh nature though 
his skir' be {tripe over his ears, and his 
| bones be broken , as every ſeed produceth 
Its own kinde , and not another fþecies, {b 
grace and ſin, ſhew themſelves in their 
produQion + men gathey not grapes of thorns, 
wot figs of thiſtles ; a good tree cannot bring 
forth evill fruit, wor a corruvt tree good fruit ; 
but every tree is known by bis fruit + oh my 
foul, are there ſecrets in nature that thou 
underſtandeſt not ? yea, even in-thoſe crea- 
.zures that thou doſt dayly converſe with ? 
admire the wifdome of the Creator , and 
ſee bow little beholding thou art. to ſin , 
which hath drawn ſuch a vail of ignorance 
before thy eyes, and wonder not that there 
are myſteries ip ſpirituals, beyond thy con- 


ceiving ; if thou canſt not underſtand tem- | 
poralls, much leſs' ſpirituals that are ſpirit- 
ally difcerned ; the nature of God , of An- | 


man that-cag ſearch natures garden from 
end toend, that never could ſearch his own 
EI gy cidence bs 
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4 | and of thy ſelf, lie far more remote | 
s rom thy underſtanding. There is many a 
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lation 1 ſtand in to him ; and what 1nte- 


Hpon the unknown vertues of many vegetables. 15 5 


lands , that know not how to try their ti- 
tle to heaven ; they can finde out the ſtate 
of their bodies, but know not the ſtate of 
their ſouls ; but when others ſtudy earth , 
do thou ſtudy heaven ; the things that are 
neceſſary, are attainable : fucy brift , and 
him crucified, this will do thee more good, 
then if thou couldſt with So/omer diſcourle 
of all the vegetables from the cedar in Le- 
banon to the hyſop that groweth-upon the 
way ; and did men ſtudy God and them- 
ſelves as much as they did the creature , it 
would bring in more profit. The knowledg 
of theſe things is excellent , but the know- 
ledge of God, and our ſelves is many 
all thy time is little enough for this fiudy 3 
the other muſt be left to more curious 
heads , and riper witts ; oh my God, ſuf- 
fer me not to ſpend my time in any unne- 
ceflary ſtudy that ſhould be ſpent in ſeek- 
ing thee ; bn me not catch at the ſhadow, 
and loſe the ſubſtance , and hunt fo lon 

after curioſities, till I loſe my ſelf, an 


| know not which way to return : all my | 
time is little enough to ſpend in my gene- 
| rall and particular calling ; all the water 1s 
| little enough to run in this channel, and I 


have none to ſpare to turn any other mill : 
let my greateſt care be to know God , and 
my ſelf, the duty I owe him , and the re- 


xelt 


-I54 pop ſome deſpicable weeds, pet uſefull. 
reſt. 1 have in Jeſis- Chriſt, Lord, ler. this 


be. the work 'of the remaining part of my || d 
life. Fad | ab 
Bog erode ah on L 
T_T | cc 

Hpop ſame deſpitable weeds, yet uſefull. . | p: 


$2. Med. AF Fea. I faw ſome poor, .con- if þc 
| VF. temptible, deſpicable weeds, Þ »: 
that uſually grow 4n the. fields, without la- | / 
bour, JR05-GO of man,:.or are thrown |} 
.out of the garden, with contempt, as .not Þ| 0 
fit to have a being there,. but to be trod || 
upor and defpiſed, as not being, neither i 
ſweet for ſavour, nor beautifull tothe eye; ÞÞ. tr 
and yet when 1 beheld theſe very . weeds || d 
gathered , and ſucceſsfully uſed , ' by the || ar 
greateſt artiſts,in phyſick .and ſurgery.', for || di 
the curing of great diſtempers , when the || ar 
more glorious, -gorgeous, .and more,.eftee- |. fe 
med vegetables were diſregarded, this' made || th 
Te icontider,, how. deceitfull .a thing it's. to | fo 
Judge by. the outward appearance, and that | th 
beauty and vertue are not akway- linkt to- | m 
gether, neither, .go. they hand in hana ; | pl 
maby have. been deceived when they. have | m 
>ris, F their, eyes 'by. beauty ; the devil ma- | a1 
Nytimes baits,his hook with a fair. woman, || fp 
and many have been undone by ſwallowing I th 
luch a hook : many that have made. beau- 
ty their aim, have. been. matcht with foul 
th $6 conditions : | 


| F; 
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Wis |.conditions : Szmel that man of God, was 
ny | deceived by his eye, when he thought Zk- 
ab, Davids elder brother , had been -the 
Lords amnointed, becauſe he had a comely 
countenance, 1 Sam. 16. 6. and it came. to 
paſs after they were come , that he . looked. op 
. [ Eliab, and ſaid, ſurely the Lords anointed. is 
n- | before him ; but the Lord ſaid to Samuel, ok 
Is, Þ not oz his countenance, or on the heighth of his 
a- | fature, becauſe 7 have refuſed him ; for  #he 
'n | Lord: ſeeth not. as man ſeeth, for man lookath 
ot || oz the outward appearance, but the. Lord Jook- 
dd | eth oz the heart. Many a man under a ru{- 
er ſet coat carries more Teal worth , moxe 
e; true gentillity , yea, nobillity, then others 
ds | do under their filks and fattins , velvets., 
ve [| and ſcarlets > many a worthleſs piece:. 45 
or | dreſt puppet-like, with -paint , and plaiſter, 
ie | and ridiculous gewgaws., but could we but 
e- | {ce the ſoul\through the gayiſh dreſs of 
Je | the body ,.3t would appear leprous and de- 
to | formed, nay, perhaps in. the body ' at folf 
at | there would: ,appear. viſible marks of defar- 
0- | mity, as well. as of .infirmity.. 3 paint. and 
; | phiſter better.become a mud-wall , then' a 
/e | marble pillar 3 tnue- beauty. needs- no- var- 
a- | niſh”; nora diamond. —_— no painting '; 
n, || ſpatted; faces often cover {potted ſouls ; and 
their ſpot. 3s not. the ſpat of Gods people : there 
are, many that. like 'the Cipayoy-tree', have 
the bark better theg the bedy ; but 1t:15 4 


fool 
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fool that buys a horſe by the FrApPIngs, or 
". 


'chooſeth a wife by her gaudy dre 
that efteems the better of himſelf, or ima- 
gines that any wiſe man efteems rt better 


of him, for a fine ſuit of cloathes ; yet 


there was a diſeaſe amongſt -Chriſtians 
in the Apoſtles time, and it js almoſt epi- 
demical in our days, to reſpeft the eloathes 
or gutward ornaments of a man; more then 
his conditions and qualifications , Fam. 
2. 24 3. if there come into your aſſemblies 4 
man with a gold ring , in gooaly apparel, and 
there come in alſo a poor man in vile rayment, 
and ye hawve reſpett to him that weareth the 
gay cloathing, and ſay unto him, fit thou here , 
in 4 good place, and ſay to the poor man , ſtand 
thos here, or ſit here under my footſtool ; are 
you not then partial in your felves? &t. 
| but however man may diſreſpeX them, God 
hath choſex the poor , rich in faith , and heirs 
of the kingdom : A poor man thoiigh wiſe, 
yea, though by his wiſdome he ſave the city, yet 
'7s mot remembred, Ectl. 9, 15. this is merces 
zundj, the worlds wages , many deal by 
ſuch as men do by a fruit-tree ,, to | whic 
they run in a ſtorm, and when' it is done , 
at him, and rob him of his fruit : many 


| Ln wap He Miniſters are heard with foorn- , or at 
leaſt with diſregard, till men lie-upon their | 


death-bed, and then they 4re fent unto: for 
counſel , or rather comfort, It is not al- 
.- | ways 


} ways thoſe 
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empty barrel makes the greateſt ſound: thar 
Sermon Þ not always beſt that hath moſt 
gaudy notions, and rheorical flouriſhes , 
but that which ſavours moſt of Chriſt, and 
the divine Eloquence of his holy ſpirit : he 
is the beſt preacher that woos for Chriſt, 
and not for himſelf, and would ſet the crown 
upon his head, and not his own, it is not 
the beſt phyſitian that ſpeaks moſt /arie, 
greek, and hebrew, but he that gives the ſu- 


Teſt and ſafeſt direttions to recover health : 


it is not the tickling ofthe fancy, a preach- 
er ſhould ſo much minde, as to ſpeak con- 
vincingly to the conſcience : oh my foul, 
judge not by the outward but the inward 
qualification, neither cover hypocriſy by a 
mask of ſeeming ſincerity, for God willere 
long pluck off ſuch vizors ; ſlight no man. 
meerly upon the account of poverty, for 
God thinks never the worſe of them; admire 
no man meerly for his riches, for God thinks 
never the better of him ; this is but to wor- 
ſhip a golden calf : the time is coming, that 
the king muſt leave his robes behinde him , 
and the beggar his rags, and it is the in- 
ward *qualifications that muſt diſtinguiſh 


| between the one and the other : Dives and 


{azarus when they come to ſtand on even 
ground, fhall by theſe be tried, and 1o _ 
Ally 


that can ſpeak loudeſt, thats: ma Foe 
ſpeaks beſt, but he that ſpeaks wiſeſt ; the F235 5- 
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all, ' by what means or titles ſoever they 
have been dignifyed, diſtinguiſhed or cal- 
led : it is our works' and worth, not our 
wealth will follow us ; whereever tÞu leeſt 
Chriſt in any, own him ; for God will own 
him ; eſteem grace in the ſoul more. then 
money-in the purſe, and the robes of righ- 
teouſneſs above the moſt coſtly jewels , a 
drachm of grace is worth thouſands of gold 
and ſilver ; for thy councellors take the 
wiſeſt not the wealthieſt ; for wiſdom and 


wealth many times dwell not together 1n the . |. 


ſame houſe 3 efteem that preacher beſt that 
ipeaks home to the heart, and conſcience, 
not him that ſeeks to tickle the ear and 
pleaſe the fancy, he that woos for Chriſt 
and not for himſelf, and ſeeks to put the 
crown upon his head and not his own : e- 
ſteem that Sermon beſt where thou findeſt 
moſt of Chriſt, and not that which 1s dreſt 
with gaudy notions, and rhetorical flou- 
riſhes, whuch ſerve to darken and not 1- 
luſtrate the matter, and are as king Fames 
was wont to ſay, like red and blew flowers, 
fine to look upon, good for little, butpeſter 


the corn : a diſeaſed man had rather have 


medicum ſanantem quam 7 ar ,; one that 


will rather do well then ſpeak well : oh my 


God, ſhould. I cover my prophanaeſs,or by: 
pocriſy with the vizor of ſeeming 'holinels, 
thou wilt ſoon diſcover it, and unmask. ms 
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for thou ſearcheſt the heart, and trieſt the reins, 
and all things are open and apparent to thee : 
Lord, «give me ſincerity, and truth in the 
args” ovh for this is thy gift ; make me 
ſuch as thy own ſoul delights in ; letme not 
be deceived by my own deceitful heart, nor 
think to deceive others,. for cannot deceive 
thy all-{ceing eye. 


Upon the conſtant ſupply the vegetables need. 


33-Med. FF 7 Hen I ferioully conſidered 


that theſe beautiful creatures 
which now adorn the earth 'with their flow- 
ers, and enamel it with their various ſhapes 
and colours, and enrich it with their odours, 
vertues, and operations, yet without a con- - 
ſtent ſupply of mans labour, pains and dili- 
Fence, and alſo of the influences of the 
heavens, they. would ſoon wither, die, and 
come to nothing ; ſome of them muſt be 
yearly ſet, or ſown, or tranſplanted, others 
preſerved; both from heat and cold, and all. 
need ſome: manure, carey, and pains, weed- 
ings watering, fencing, on other cares: this 
minded; me off the condition of all earthy 
delights or enjoyments, they muſt be renew- 


| &d, or they: will ſoon vaniſh ; all things by 
| fin are become fubje& to: decay ; there 1s a 


viciſlitude of carthly comforts, and a gow 
ant 


ſtant change: Mans life cannot be preſerved 
without food, and phyſick, and other nece(- 


aries, the four Elements, fire, air, earth, 


and water, are ſo neceſſary that if eſher be 
denied, mans life is at an end : the houſes 


we dwell in muſt be repaired, or they will 
| ſoon come to ruine, and fall about our ears. 


e moſt famous fabricks that ever the Sun 
fav, are come to ruine. The P:iramides of 


Egypt, the walls of Carthage, the tomb of 


ales ; or if there were any thing more 
famgus or more durable, yet time hath con- 
ſumed, and brought it to a ruinous heap 3 
the moſt impregnable caſtle, the moſt invin- 
Cible ſtrong-hold, if not repaired by labour 
and indufte;, time levels with the ground: 
we cannot ſay now of our garments, as 
Moſes of| Iſraels cloaths, Deut. 8. 4. thy ray- 
went waxed not old, neither did thy foot ſmell 
this forty years ; it was not the worſe for the 
wearing ; but as ſome imagine, probably it 
grew as their bodies did, they needed not 
to trouble themſelves with anxious thoughts, 
what to eat, or what to drink, er where- 
with to be cloathed ; God brought them 
food to their tent-doors, and provided ray- 
ment without their care or pains , but with 
us all ſuch comforts muſt be renewed with 
care and diligence, with a care of the head; 
though not of the heart, or they will quick- 


ly be gone : this conſideration made me 


think 


Tm me mer en 
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Hy orrhe onftant ſapply the tegerablec peed. 16c. | 
' think what'a great deal of contuſion fin had 


brought” intq'the ye d;\and:fubjeQed--all 
things to'Vanity {7 00 nd'vexation of fpirit*: e- 
very fl ( faith Solon Yr! fill of labour, for 
as.it es BY earl th Itito the world; ſo like-' 
wiſe all 'other miſeries; had it nor been for, 
fin we had"never had. akihg head, oraking 
heart ; or loſs, or erofs;'or-any thing to 


moleſt-us'; and now every: 


thing becomes a _ 


trouble S748 * 


'ts born 36 trouble (Aaith Fob ) 


4s-the' Parks 


ks fly "upwarils £3: yer alaſs;\ how:dorts 


the world bewitch mer: that they ' had -ra- 


ther be driidg 
and toilj 2 


, and favaces'here, 'and moil 
Gark and: care, and” live :as it 


_ 1n a duti con; 4nd. work as in: the ve- 
Hen" die-and%comie - to. God: this 


their cafe? their" 


me Bahr portion, this is their. delight; 
rf all - tit"they 


care for :; they: fell 
Pleaſure, and their very 


— 


fouls; : oh- earth; how!doſt thou bewitch us £ 


'Ofatan', how: doſt: thou infatuate us'! oh 
heart, how: doft thow deceive us! whatdiſ 


Me hd yer doth fooliſh men _meep.vith 
ere, a 


d 'yet- will Ke warning We - | 


| never did* flide "contert;"rand yer-we are 
always © promiling our "Gives" ba happineſle 
here , where [ever any yet co finde 
It : "a ropartion is 'there be- 


\ 


ween a- 


gf Le eF.ouepa 


n immortal ſoul ? 


Oh my AY pal;'y thou love. this fin whick 


bath beovght all this - Hog and confaſan., 
* into , 
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into the world ? canſt thou hug this viper 

in thy bolome which will Ring thee to 6 
ternal: death , if XI and mortified. ? 


and canſt thou place thy i ee jp thele 
vatiſhing periſhing and withering vamrties f 
will theſe ſerve thy; turn, OT boot y needs, 
or make thee happy :? can they, pay, thy 
debts, or fave - thy. foul ? alaſs 2; they . Fall 
not, they cannot procure; thee We) days 
reſpite out of hell; ax one days; freedome 
from ſicknels\,: or; iran Jeathy 51 they can: 
not give thee any, ſatisfaQion, here, for con: 
tent grows got 4n tae: worlds gazden; then 
are indeed joys. worth: haying;:s: pleaſures 
worth: minding, arid: zxiches: worth labour: 
ing for, .liappinelſs that ſhall /yeyer;haye ag 
end, .that are not; '{ybjeQ_to changes, dt 
viciffirudes, as-earthly enzoyments arc, \ 
they are 'to be: ſpught- for- above... jn.;the 
enjoyment of Gods in: whoſe preſence along | 
true! happineſs dwells :  Theyh; pineſs. t 
world ipromiſeth; are meer deluſions, a... 


fle-hogey y and:maby; Rings + a dittle bit 


0 


Kwcet pleaſures, thas:perilheth, 
#n:the-minft of : laughter, the hear: 
andthe :chd of thut mirth i hegvs / 
_ Joy is:but like the-grackling of,thorns. 
der -apbt,. ſoon ingdoon out 5 11 thei wi 


trade, let it -be nia; Liremcommoditys 
hor with the: merchant; have, forfungm 2% 
dentibus ajtam, thy. aitate depending wine 


* = 


an 
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and weather ; if thou wilt be planting, let 


it be in a better foil; and- not where thorhs 
and thiſtles are like to. be thy reward x 
there is: a treaſure to. be . lizd , a pearl of 
great price to. be bought,. Deb. 23: 44, 45: 
whoſoever deals it theſe © canriot i by 
them” ; in compariſon of which, pearls 
Thin and | pon, ,rubles, are not t6 
be named ; thele are they that make. eh 
{oul. rich, all 'ofher riches doth it no" 
this makes. it rich to God; and: fo , 


 comely, amiable in his ſight : on my 


fr Wwe ng this treaſure , - and 

ough” I have aeting Aſs + * 
things I ci are Chriſt I cantot 
6 15 She brea t of my lh 5nd the*k' 

my: foul * ler. the. world r & their AEM 

alas, it is x miſerable Pportiqn, fears ther 

not; but Lord, pr me not” ith ſach 


| Pittifull hour efitas -- let mie have. an mare: 
hrift, 


reſt in ar "oomutunlon SHA 

ket me lie for ever in liis boſome's at ae 
the enjoyment of him be my gn on ; 

me be an inhabitant it "Mind city >h , 
where no-dirty dog. ſhall tre RS 
pavement ,-my heart. pitits' after 3 
the chaſed hart after the. witcans 
when Lord {hall 1. come and *appeat "be 
tes » come Lord Feſus, we: Quickly. 
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3 "Ie. Y | "Hen I beheld the beauty"; a 
Y. Tplendour. and -plory 'of ſe- || + 
B veral herbs and:flowers, and other Years; 
bles, when they, were in their pride , and 
_ - In their print, and invited! MG es. to be: 
hold. them," and. to do theny” Fog » , and 
when I I conſidered withall, how ſhort: liyed 
i y ;, Were, how Joon they withered , 'Va- 
ed. jag periſhed, anc Ne! gloty paſ- 
; away, and.came to, nothing, I thought 
£ = Lig a ht E ibſerme to ſet forth hurmahe 
d,th the wa ax{ds: glory ARR for both 
a tranſ Itory ad Pi "ol Ten " hich}! 
PER cle: flowers, "he; 00th fades, 1 
W-: Is Richer by W 'Y Avwer, . Yeay, "many & 
imes 11 he f ONE. of his \age.5 how. fre- 


quently:doth the. Script man! 
tr od 
2 baker This ay 1 BN 


k.S 7 


ef 1 Sw : A itn ens co inns” i. anon and an. te. 


da.) 
my 


? gs buns 0. 


2? ald to mor r ow 
 fageth, ;- 5, their g oxious- 'beaut F141 \fadis ng 
61 up ry as bafty froit. Rees the Summer, 

4; all fle "gra s , and- all 
of 7 14h flower: 10; ras, 4 iy 
PR” 5 974 the  fower EL tb: £74), , > » 

A Yi 2 r. 24. man that is bork* "of 4 woman, n | 
of few days”, TN "fall of trouble *: he comers || ®' 
forth like a flower, and 1s cut down, he fleeth- 
alſo as a ſhadow , = continueth wot , Fob, 

_ 7 6 


Do 


Upon the ſudden withering of flowers... | 165, | 

14+ 1, 2, Now they are freſh, and flouriſh. 
ing, and ſudenly Hey, deciine : now in the. 
heigth of youthfu " vanity, ,.: and7 ſudenly: 
they paſs away, ad the place that knem them. 

; | ſhall know them no more ;; if they live ,; cares 

| 20d fears, fiekneſs and. 91d, age ſucceed, of 

| of Vhicli coop a6 fora $0.Jay. a, thor Hape.a. 

' | pleaſure 3n-them.; death. it ſelf many times. 

| | calls men. off the... ſtage, when they think, ' 

) 


they have Þut be un to act their. parts, and 
puts an ex to. them, and- their. work, is. 

| dong, and.:their part ,caded... But ſuppoſe 

; | life were more certain, yet, our. carthly enx. 
; | joyments and our happinels. here are. tranz = 
' | ſitory and yain, Jas all, the. felicity ; the. | 
world brags of, . is but. a ; meer fancy,. anda 
i 


| (i ; 4 kat kit Choo T 
| very. cheat, at the beſt,: 1t; ts but a_ mix- 
} | ture of ſweet and, ſowr,-a- little: honey and 
a TOASTED JI IU 11.4 TyPL 132% Ft 
' | 2 great deal of gall, and the Fxd of that mirth. 
i} #s heavireſs ; if the happinels be ſuch . what 


© | is the miſery..?. man himſelf is, but. a; bub- 
+ | ble, how great ſoever .he may {cem. 


{3 
/ | wich Whar-tifles ſoever hg be dignified, and 
« | ſoon ſhall he be prickt by death, .and che 
/ } winde let out. , and: then a. great, babbl W 
| and a, litth one, .cannot be” .diſttuguiſhec 


/ | a4 all the pleaſures whigh yain mag; 
” | 10, all his youthfol follies,, 15. bur. like a b on 
/ | ##.thoros., and wilp of ftraw on fire; wa 


- | *-Sadden, Lage a. and 4s WED EH: | 
guiſhed;-they, MARE: a.noiſe.. for 2. VE s 
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and then vaniſh into fnoak' > youthfulf 
pleaſſites are ſoon over, and carking care 
tretds out their ſteps , and' old age tnakes 
them forgotten ; 'youth is like young lambs, 
they" Teap and frisk awhile , while they 
have the dug to run to when they are hun- 
ory, but whed they are once weaned, .and 
et to: ſhift for” themſelves , the fport is 0- 
yer'; fo youth under: their parents provi- 
dence ; minde their ſports, but when once 
at their own' proviſion ,. cares and pains, 
Fpoil the mirth, and*make it little minded * 
The world alſo frowns and ſmiles nponthe 


ne man , mapy times the ſame day, and 


aſeth him as 4 7ean#ball, now lifts him up, 


and fadenly caſts him 'd6wn, raiſeth” him 


to the' top of honour, and then plungetrh 
him 1nto. the gulph of diſgrace ; Now it 


Tthews him abundance'of riches , and then 


pincheth' him with extremity” of poyerty ; 
pow it mixeth him a cup with pleaſure;, 
and preſently fills it with gall and worm- 
wood; that which the world calls pleaſi:res 
and . for which ſo many £{ their ſouls, are 
but like thoſe” of the drunkard , that laft 
but while he is ſwallowing rhe: drink 
nd . then ſucceeds belchings , and yomit- 
ings , ſickneſs and ſorrow , wallowing in 
the mire, .and fuch like : or like. that of the 
adulterer , which is oftef| attended with 
pains ,. aches, rottenneſs, filthy diſeaſes, _ 
} renor, þ ” PO vi 435 b-» « ! : ; | nt 
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_Upon the ſudden withering of flowers.” * 167 
fit to- be named , and death it ſelf, and 
indeed theſe two beaſtly fins have much 
of that which the world calls: pleaſure, but 
the effets ſhew it is wrong named '; ſick- 
neſs ſucceeds health , and deformity beau- 
ty » {ſorrow treads upon the heels of plea- 
ure , and adverſity follows proſperity , 


and there is-a viciſſitude' and change 1n all 


humane affairs ; he is a- ſtranger in the 
world, that knows not theſe things':' Da- 
vid tells us, Pſal.. 37 35. 7 have ſeen the 
wicked in great power, and ſpreading himelf 
lhe a green bay tree, yet he paſſed away, axd lo 
he was not, yea, 1 ſought him, but he could not 
be foand, whether he have reference to' Saut 
and his family, know not, yet in the next 
generation, how was his family, and 6loudy 


| houſe, ( as God calls it 2 /Sam.21.1.)ſtrange- 


ly rooted out : oh my foul , are all theſe 
things ſo vain and tranſitory , what 15s the 
reaſon” then that thou ſets out thy affeHions 
ſo much upon them, and concerneſt th 

ſelf ſo much above them, avd ſperdeſt thy 
money for that which i4 not- bread, ana thy Is- 
bouy- for that which ſatisfeeth not , and moileſt 
and toyleft, and carkeft, and careſt for chem, 
in the negle& of more neceflary concerns 3 
why art thon fo taken with - them when 
thy buſineſs ſucceeds, and when thy periſh- 
ing goard proſpers'? and why art "thou fo 
troubled when it withers? why art thou {6 
; L 4 affetcd 
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affeRed with the worlds ſmiles, and knows 
that $yrem-like, when moſt ſhe fawns, ſhe moſt 
intends a- wrack-? why art thou: fo MAES.” 
at a croſs providence, as if thy happinets 


did conſiſt jn theſe.enjoyments, and. in 'thg 


- 


thy ſelf,,give- me .an;under 


meanwhile, when thou haſt croſſes and loſles 
in thy ſpiritual tate, and nothing there prof 
pers , thou Jayeſt it not to heart ? when 


God. ,withholds the rain from the ground - 


thou art-affe&ed, when he withholds the dew 
of heaven from thy: ſoul thou regardeft: it 


- Not, why art thou ſo good a husband for thy 
body, and1o bad for thy ſoul ? is not the ſoul 
} . ..-. . of greater' concernment ? Do theſe outward 
|. © things rcally go to the making up of thy 
happineſs, or 15 nat the vc gre of com: 


munijon with God, of much greater concern- 


 ment?'if thou loſeſt a days xvork in the field 


thou art-troubled', but haſt. thop ' not loſt 


Many-a days work in thecongregation, and 


heard many a Sermon,. and -madit little uſe 
of it ? and- 1s this gothing to thee £ oh my 
God, this bewitching:world, this crafty de- 
vil , and this deceitful heart of mine, . hath 
conſpired my ruine 3. and without thy aſlift- 


ance will accompliſh it ; oh my folly ! that 
I ſhould fo affe& what I know to .be vain, . 


and tranſitory, and to ſignify nothing, to 


my eternal happineſs: Lord, weanme trom 


the world, and engage mY. AEq100s tq 
ſtanding . heart, 
A ... 


ba - 
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| that I may expe& no more. from the world 


then it can perform , nor ſpend no more 


time upon it then it will recompenſe me 


for 3 and though the world muſt have my 


| head, and my_ hands, Lord, keep my heart 


diſengaged ,. let me lodge none there -but 


"IL 
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- Uponthe ſympathy and antipathy of vegetables, © 


35 es. WE! conſidered the ſympa- 


| 'V-thy, and antipathy that 'is 
obſerved to be between ſome . vegetables 
which the MVaturalifis treat of , and the 
Philoſqphers call occulta qualitatis, for whiclt 
no reaſon 'can be given , when- ſome had 
rather die then live and grow together, and 
others never thrive well excepte they are 
plarited near one to. the other : the like 
antipathy we may. obſerve aONS - ſenfirive 
creatures, where one 'kinde . feeks the de- 
ſtruction of another; and 'others love and 


delight each in} other ; nay, fomething of 
this may be ſeen where 1s neither life, nor . - - 


ſence, as in fire and water, and the ſtrange 
fimpathy between © the /vai/tore and' the 
iron , between the jet and the ſtraw ', 2%. 
This conſideration minded me of the ſtrange 
antipathy between the feed of the ferp 
and. the ſeed of the woman, , mention 


ee En I EE 
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| Iconfidered alſo, of the ſympathy between 


that he will race out his. 1 2. if_he fee F x 
It upon a wall : In. wicked men , there | « 
is ſo perfet a hatred” to God -, that | a 
they, will, if they can poſſibly,. race out” | h 
the very image of God , whereever they || t 
ſee it, : They hate every thing that God f r 
loves, love every thing that he hates ;. they || h 
hate every thing that is like him,. and that || 
for this very reaſon becauſe. it is like him ; F d 
now no reaſon can be given of this ,- why || b 
\ they ſhould hate this God, -who 1s good- || p 
neſs it {ſelf , who is alſo' their creator, | c 
and their great benefactor , from whom | | 
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= 


Ges. 3. I5» T7 »ull wt. enmiy between thee and | 


the women, and beinten thy ſeed ant her ſeed ; 


Gods own people, the former is lively &x- 
preſſed , by the antipathy that ' Naturalifts 
obſerve to 'be in the Panther to a man 
that bears ſuch a perfeA' Hatred to him , 


4.9. re 00 AMP; Ka, 


they have their life, and breath , and be- I v 
ing, their food, and rayment, their limbs, | wv 
and ſcnces, their health and ſtrength, their | b 
peace and plenty, without whom rhey can- | t 
not ſpeak ,, nor ſtir , nor live a moment , | b 
and yet this is the caſe of all wicked men | b 
on-earth, however croſs each to other , in || b 


_ I. tent 


their principles, and contrary in their diſ- Þ ti 
poſitions, 7 they agree in nothing elſe, yet | al 
they agree in this, to oppoſe the power of || tl 
godlinels 3 Herod and Pilate can both con | g 


| antipathy of vegetables. © —- 
| ſent that innocent Chriſt ſhall be put to 
death ; though wicked men like ſnarling 
dogs, are worrying one another, yet joyn 
againſt the trembling hare. ; ſo though 


A 


— w» 


FF." 
o 


oly man 3 let a godly 'man be of never 
ſo pleaſing a diſpoſition, and winning car- 
riage, never ſo open-hearted,, and open-hay- 
ded, yet this one ingredient holineſs foits 
all in the worlds account, and renders him 
hatefull and contemprible in their eyes, and 
the- grofſeſt drunkard, ſwearer, and adulte- 
rer ſhall be preferred before him ; Chrift 


tt Ot w-v- 6 


ct 


7 <<, kW 


ana no guile was found in his mouth, yet a &- 
ditious murderer , Barrabbas was preferred 
befors him ; oh the degenerate eftate of 
poor man, whither art thou falken ? is the 
chiefeſt good become the obje& of thy chie- 
feſt hatred ? and is bolineſ wherein thon 


I: Vwe 


+ ow 


waſt created , and which is. Gods image, 
;» | without which thoy canſt never be faved , 
r | become thy ſcorn, and more contemptible 
- | then the image of the deyil. ? is the. devil 
become the bettey Maſter ? aud is his work the 
better.work ?. ahd will atfo his wages be the 


bp 
[1 , EY o = 'qg * . » 
n | better wages? well, praiſe in the parting ; the 
: * 1 


time is coming, thy judgment will bealtered, 


perlecutors, 
; % 13 6 ' 
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himſelf , though never wan ſpake like bim , 


xt | and thou wilt be glad to eat thoſe words, 
f || that now racy Jprakeſt againſt the, power of 
- | godlineſs: I'know- all men are not aQually 


— 


ey worry each other , et all ree againſt W. 
an 


# 


-_ 


> Op planpentibirs lango, faith 
- flentibusglefleo ; this 15 that brotherly love which 
; the A oltle bids 70. continue, Heb. 13.1, the 


_ 


172 Upon the ſympathy and. 


rooth againſt holineſs, but forthe preſcrya- 
tibn of his people, the Lord: reftrains them; 


thus he did fbimelech, Gen. 20. 6. 7 with- 


held thee from ſning dgainſt we, therefore ſuf 


fered I not thee to touch her ;' aud Zaban, God 
faid unto him, take heed thar thou ſprak ndt wn- 
#0 Jacob either good of bad; Gen:31'24," Oi. 
neither by flattery, nor force; by. alluremient, 


or affrightment, to. bring, him back; God 


. 


Tpake for him in "the; heart of his enemy, 


;The ſympathy alſo'that is amongft the chil- 
dren of God,\was minded by me, they are 
ſons df the- ſame father,” and heirs, of the 
- fame. inheritance: and]therefore ſhould; be 
kindly affeitioned one to another, Rom. 12. 10. 


artior eſt copula cordis quam corports, they. are 


brethren in Adam, according to the fleſh, 


and, .brethren in_ Chriſt according to the 

tpirit.;; they rejoyce with them that da rejayee, 

and weep with them that veep, Rom. 12,15: 
| & 


* 
: 
" 


ali ies £4. -. ; f bs 4 ff $1 0 
communion with God, -and the. communion 


.oF, Saints is heaven upon - earth *;" believers 


are members of the myſtjgal body of Chriſt, 
and it is with believers, as with members in 


*he natural body, they have the ſame care ons - 
far another ; f ope ſuffer, 4 ſuffer ; andif one 


—_ 


erſecutors, but no thanks td_ them. ; they. 
have the ſame nature, and have anaking | 


prian, cum des. 


+, —_—_ {| ve 


a wy _@©*e 


anc The ſeed: 0 


| courle out, the, winde will beag 


1 - 


" antprl of vegetables, _ 7 3, 


be boncurgd, all Tejojee ; 1 Cor. 2.253.206. the 


are. like. lute-ſtrifgs,: fs Qne: «be ſtruckeo, 2 

the: reſt ſound) but more.,clear END 
thy. would be, af it. were ; not - for. the, re-, 
maining. corruption , that: is-in us, oh. my. 
ſoul; doſt thou .meet with hardſhip. in. the 
world, wonder 1 n OFF, thou art 1n an'ene- 
mies. Cquatrey, y, the world , will loye her 
own,,;but. never. loved- Chri 


his : haſt thou broke ſatags priſon, no. Won- 


der..if a? be Lupe 
bring thee, back the 


cr) ; at. . after ©... 
ſeed-of of. the. woman ,. 
TPEnt: did never yetar 
gree 5 Chriſt Fain keg EE,..777 the world. 
0s ſhalt have, tribulation, yes, be of gobd COM>, 
rt ,, he hath guercome the world * this world 
is the Saints purgatory,' not. ; paradice. ; a nd 
why ſhouldſt thou expeCt pleaſure, it islike 
the- ſtraights of Magelan, where. it is obſer- 
ved, big arts way ivever a man "bends his 
inſthim ; itis, 
an own mother to the wicked, buta ftep-i 
to the godly, and will ſtarve them i Their. 
father Poke not-to them”; "the godly atd. 


the wicked fight. under two. captains, the - 


one under” the banner of Ehriſt, the other 
under the devils ſtandard, and therefore 


there is no hopes of reconciliation ; fireand 


water are not more Contrary, then Chriſt 
and Zelial ; oh my ſoul, manifeſt thy ſelf 
the ſeed of the womans not by making "_ 

ut 
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174 Upon the ſhmpathy and 8c. 
but. by. ng war with Chriſts ene: 
mies, and by 'ſympathizing with his chil 
n 3. f0urn nith thoſe that mogrn, aud rejojee 
with thoſe that rejoyce, and be like affettioned one 
- to andther © like the members of the ſame bo- 
dy; ; when' one is diſtempered, the other ſuf- 
fers - 'when one ſtands in need, all the reſt 
yietd their help-and affiftance. Oh my God 
15" there fuch an antipathy.in rhe hearts 
wicket men againft thine image'in the hearts 
mire 0 ? what cauſe have we: to ad- 
cience that ſuſfereſt ſuch enemies 
to live Ann the face of the carth, and fec- 


deft; and maintamnelt rhem at thy, own coſt. 


and tharge, aud what cauſe hayeT toadmire 
that thou beareft with me ſo long, when ! 
was in that relation, and what cauſe have 
we to admire thy wiſdom, '.and tit 
preſerving : a handful of thy people, like tambs, 


10 the; midſt of nucherous Teckves, that ſeek 


their GeflruRioh, 'when for ought we know 
there are hundreds to onea «4 aint them, that 
yow: their deſttuQion: Lord, let me mani- 
felt my {elf to be thine, 'by my aritipathy.to 
ſig, and the works of Uazkene s» and my 
1 with the gol y ſe chilicen of 
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Upon the Xarigol and other flowers. 


6. Med. Hen conſidered the marigold 
"Vis ſundry other fowers tn 
the garden, , that* cloſed in the evening - 
and apened. in the motning, and all the th 
turned their heads accordins to the cory 


of the fun; as if they ſeorne any otherbezu 


ty, and would atmir 'of ng other ſuitsr 
and as if no  ternpeatigns could Yivert -thi 


from their beloy bY; From whornt chey' 
nd 


ved their life a ing, and in rhe wititer 
when. the ſun is remote, Print t 
ſelves. in the ground , afd difappear 4'T 
thought this much reſembles. a Chriſtian, 
when he aQs like a Chriſtian, and is-a fit 
embleme of grace in the ſol; for- a: prath 
ous ſoul as ay ſcorns to rake fove to #hy 
other bat God, ſo he ſeorns that 'proffered 
love thit others. make to it; or to entertan 
anyin competition with' Chrift,- from on 
he- receweth life, 'and breath; -an& beth 


In, all a gracious 1 man doth, Chritft tsin Hi 


Cal and if he an Pleaſe him, remactersn 


who 15; offeri d, his * 

Cliriſt, as theſe Howers have” har, Dro 

this bs beloved An; «His heart runs rRed to 
dicorns to-gpento any other 5 when < 


is prelſeiit,: the ot, is expatiated ; . whenab- 
ns, it; is coiitxa 


ed, he retires humfelf _ 


it75 Uponthe Marigold ard other flowers. 
into himſelf, and thinks there is. no compa- 
ny worth having : he depends upon him as 


- achilde doth; upon his fathers providence , 


and. fears not want, ſo long as there is bread 


enough in his fathers houſe : and as he draws 


_ out of from. God, ſo he draws out. all for 
God, and: for, his ſervice ; heart, and;hand, 
and. tongue, and. all ſhall, be employed. for 
him ; there 1s not a. dram of love, . in the 
hearr, but-:ix ſhall run-in, this channel, ,He 
hall, have; it, .;/if he have/atonguets eak, 
it- ſhall. ſpeak 5a God:; if a, hang. toa "4 
ut at for Pn ; ag EY; e Ga do, "Feenis 
1 15 for bim.; foul ther, is 
{kd to Chriſt bags is tl ſelf like a 
chaſt wife to her. ones, bytand, ; When 
itars come to; wooe for her. a fetions, hor 


 thalf have a po Emptpry deniall; -myafear 

paghre Jef Len yo. 1 Sano, LIE *Not "76: 
Move them, ; yows:are npon me, T can: 
| oh yelld.-, = A , devoted: my ſelf tomy 
- husband, ty wall nat. proye: falſe ; anditis 

hi” Hoaplayd ſhe 3 Is. forced. to, hear fuch' oti- 
citation A Peations: it 1s 1 with the 


lou T Maas: OD bobs the rem emprations 
- and, mars Day her. 5 the devil 
Of ks: .by, his temptatigns, The 'will hot ar: 
Iwer, the world kn ocks, the will not apen; 
Iiches, honou urs Fricads and f Fyourites can- 
Not prevail : Tach ; A {piric was in. Ferome, 
ouch my father ( faith he) boy pon hijs fo 

ord 


Upor the Marigold ard other flowers, 177 
before me; and my mother hanged about my necks 
' and my brethren and ſiſters lay in my way; to keep 
me from Chriſt, 7 world throw off my father, 
tread upon my mother, run over my brethren 
and ſiſters, to come to Chriſt, when he calls me: 
a believer is ſemper ident, always the ſame; 
whether with David upon the throne, or 
with Zo upon the dunghill,' or with Zere- 
2» in the ſtocks, he will {till keep his inte- 
grity, as theſe flowers do, whereever plan- 
ted, in field or garden ; however honoured, 
or deſpiſed, no other benefacour ſhall be 
—_ but the ſun : when the . hypocrite 
is like the planet AZercary; good in a good 
conjunction; and bad with a bad ; a gracious 
heart is like Zo7, good in Sodom, temperate 
amidſt the intemperate 3 or like Voah, upright 
in a ſinful world ;. or like Zoſeph, holy in a 
» | finful Z2ypr, like the needle 1n the compaſs; 
always poifiting the ſame way, and. never 
ſettles in a wrong point, however diſturbed 
g by a jog of temptation, like clear water in 
a glais, which remains clear after all the 
þ | ſhaking, when the hypocrite hath mud ig 
the bottom, which ts diſcovered by the ftir- 
4 | ring ; oh my ſoul, is it. thus with thee # art 
thou as faithful to this ſun of righteouſneſs as 
theſe poor flowers are to their beloved, 
that will admit neither moon nor ſtars, nor 
any other lover to have any room in their 
affeQtions; nor any fayour 1n their eye, nor 
Ds, M one” 
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178 Uponthe Mar:gold and other flowers. 


one pleaſing look or caſt of their head, doſt 
thou point right for heaven, and can no jog 
of temptation divert thee, or make thee ſet- |” 
tle in' a wrong point ? It ſo, how comes it ([® 
to paſs, that thou art ſo much taken with f* 
the worlds glory, that not only thy eyes, th 
but thy heart goes after it ? why art thou JN 
{o bewitched with her ſmiles, and fo caſt N?- 
down with her frowns ? why haſt thou ſo C} 
few ſerious thoughts of God, and ſo few F” 
__ glimps of him, even: 1n the ordinances? F _ 
_ were thy heart in. order; thou wouldlt al- .} 
ways have Chriſt in thine eye, both 1n thy 
heavenly and earthly imployments, and || _ 
wouldft ſoon be ſenfible when the fun of -J// 
righteouſneſs was either clouded, ecclypſed, 
or {et upon thee ; as theſe flowers are in Y}';- 
the like caſe ; if thou art why doſt thou * thi 
not mourn and hang the head in his ab- I". 
Fo as they do in the like caſe? they wall 


ahother day riſe up. againſt thee and con- 
demn thee, as. being. more faithful to their 
benefatour, then. thau art to thy husband; 
oh my God, T am ſenſible of my guilt, and 
the faithfulneſs of theſe lowers ſhames me, 
for my unfaithfulnefs; they have but a natus 
ral inftia&-to incline them to their beneta- 
Qtor., and own him, but I have reaſon and 
Scripture, yea, my vows are upon me, and 
engage .me to my .-husband Chriſt; Lord, 
divert my: afeCtions from the world, _— 

2 Oh 


| ted; HI-eartie fo perfert E:, 
| thortts aid ' pickles of yes; Jarily © 
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doth but Haget me* to'teceive, ms," THfige" 
my heart to Chrift that- would fave mE and” 
make” me: Hippy 3 Tt abither Bfe ho. bouth, 
wr an Di LAk "rare avr p CES POET 
things nt, 70} thme, nor 

nor ny pea, aty' orhÞ (wel bY 7h fp ſe. 
parate 6 -y the* wo Oh of” God' U LBifch Ly ot 
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n Feds 


hed 
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was not Wire but' rather deferi edby ther 


ind kept” wiit* Preſervethfrom their orhbr' 6: 


renm/es,” 'Z eHGuphe itt reſented Re Chords” 
tere it th&'world ;"For 25 Here, tHRIGHFE'E" 
tibuland? Privfkles for- yer roſe; 2498 yet this - 
ſe is preſerved!” fo) tf the world/ At thy; 


probably beconjolburd, | 
jen area ared £9 therms; 


Ex ih 
one ly' hurt Bt 
an di, x M7 Me is m re mort, 
bs compre tO hily -amongt OfNS , 
4.2. 2. #9" the BHy aff 1 rhe Sons C faith! 
Chiriſt') Fe mY "love thing the daughters: theſe 
IR & cus Ee Gi Bricks in; her eyes, 
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180 ” Upon 4 id ofe among thorns. NS 


axd thorns in, their ſiges : yet not altogether : 


uſeleſs : wicked men .;are called briars , 
Micah. 7.4. the beſt of them is a briar, and the 


moſt upright. ſharper then a. thorny hedge ; and 
God: threatens to fold them together as thorns, | 
and burn them, as dry ſtubble, Nahum.x.10. Iſa. 
27. 4. but theſe briars..gre not uſeleſs, he. 


Hedges ys, about, with, them, that he ma 
Keep us in compaſs; he pricks us. with theſe 


thorns, that he may let out il humours ;and | 
happy thorns to us;- if they open a vein for | 


ſin to guſh out.:. his, houſe of carreQtion is 
his ſchool of inſtruQion, P/al. g4. 12. whe- 


ther theroſe 1n the-creation; , was _ cot | 
think 


ded and. fenced,,. I know not ; ſorhe 


theſe thorns alſo are a.fruit of theicurſe; yer- 


ſure 1 am, before the. all the Church - was 
not peſtered with ſuch; thorns as.ngw, it is : 


man before the fall. had not the;nature and 


property: of thorns..;. but .as thorhs by Gods 
providence! are made ferviceable for the de- 
fence of beer fruits fo. the wicked ofin 
prove {eryiceable tothe; Church, and. a de- 
fence: to. better men; but. no thagk to. them, - 
but to;;$he :overruling, providence. of 'God, 
God preſerves his .people from; their rage, 


and makes them.-dwell- ſafe by;-them , as | 


lambs - among wolves,, and. not. only fo , 


| but makes .one wolf. to. defend .them from 
another,..or ſets one wolfto worry another; 
while the .lambs eſcape © . the . Gibionites 
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though 


Upon a roſe among thorns. 


| though briars and thorns, were yet uſe- 


full to 7ſrael, aud rhe earth helpt the woman, 


| and ſmallowed up the flouds which the dragon 


caſt out" of his mouth after her, Rev.- 12. 16. 
As. the Perſians and others, drink up the 
floud, which the Turk at this day'threat- 
ens to! overwhelm all Chriſtendome with : 


| The franc though briars and 'thorns , 
. are a defence to David, when. he was per- 


ſecuted by Saul, and in-a great ſtrait, being 


| compaſſed round about by Savls army ; in 


that nick of time they invaded the land , 
and Saul and his army drew back, 2 Sam. 


23: 27. wicked Pharaoh gave entertainment 
to Facob, and his family, and made provis 


ſion for 'them in the ſeaven years famine 3 
| my 5k 7 WS PS eel » oY 

and David and his fellows were -promoted 
by a wicked man : ſo was Mordtcai and 
the Zewes'; and the Barbarians Thewed Paul 
20 little kindneſs, Acts. 28. 2. and, ſome- 
times 'the ſheep finde ſhelter under a thor- 
ny hedge, yet the nature of wicked' men 1s 
not to do good but to rent and. tear ; but 
God alters their nature , at leaſt. reſtrain- 
eth their rage, for his peoples ſake. The 
Church of 'God is as a buſb burning, but not 


. conſumed ; for when potent. Princes have 


ſought their deſtruftion, God hath fruſtra- 
ted their deſignes 3 ſometimes'by, ſerting. the 
dogs to worry one ahother, the” poor hare 


eſcapes'; {6 Gcbalt and Ammon, und the in- 


M 3 hbitants. 
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birags of. Mount Seix, Fſbro each: other, 


e They had decree altray thrael, 
2 Ko :20+.23- and. thecounſell £., nor 
agree aganſt Paul, Mt. 23: 7..G0d main- 


tainekh Woah ag ain Fa; world of wicked 
Toh "Lot j L tg, EE Sedom, -and 
Tri bs 


: Dh reign and. Artie, York 
mh. ft his engmys ; nd |: gives 
hen FaVOur 1 the ayes 9 ole, t t were 
pliey rigg.. rel Frained', $f 1. become their 

mortal] < enemies , ang, their bloudy perſecu- 


dc CA NE 92 defence for them, 
hides: ge fop 1 Yi, "peoples ſecurity : 
U 


hr TH admire the Praiaeney and 
p19one pf, God, that 2 brig Rf light out 
of fs, order Ong of confu on 2 good '| 
br Wa Sill, and. can a- curſe into a | 
Pos and. mal on Ke urches. enemies 
au waſt one of 


To: me their oY q 
thorns, and ature Was as ba 

Fs LD tak {2g off the ſtock of 
15 R Fu planted thee: in that choiſe 
Vi 4 > bleſs his. any 6, it; was no thanks to 


2:6 nay t] @ E: 2 roſe though en- 
alſed by -4: t vt and. thorns , he will 
FE thee. ; if « £0y, MAYS. Pleaſe God, thy e- 


PEmes. herſe wes fball.bs at, peace mith thee, Pro. 
Phat Y fs _ > Dates between 


er #0 -and if, God haye a con 


with. the. a all the: creatures 
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Upon a roſe among thorns. _ *.. - 
are preſently up in arms to bring /in the . 
rebel, and wait but for a: commiſſion to 
take away his life ; but if God be reconci- 
led to thee, no enemy can hurt thee' ; zo 
weapon formed againſt his Church ſhall ever proſ- 
per, E£fay. 54. 17. When #acob had made 
his peace with God, neither Zabax;nor. Zfau 
could quarrel with him , though - it 1s 
thought both came forth with murderous 
intentions ; a godly man ſhall be i» league 
with the ſtones of the field, and the beaſt of the 


| - field ſhall be at peace with him, Fob. 5.27, 
fear not little flock, ( faith Chriſt), it 5 your 


fathers good pleaſure to give you a kingdome , 
and 1t 1s better be of the httle number of 
roſes, then the great number of thorns : 


It is better be with Noah in the art ,.then 


with the whole world in the flood, and to 
g0 to heaven alone, then to hell with com- 


pany ; it thou art a roſe, ere long hou ſhalt 
be put1nto Chriifts boſlome ; i#/thou art a 


thorn, ere long thou ſhalt be*caſt into rhe. 
fire; oh my God , I am wilde by- nature, 


., if grapes grow on thorns, or figs on thiftles, 


it 1s thy doing to alter the ſtock, and tranſ- 
plant it - if I bea thorn, Lord , change 
my-nature : if I be a roſe, Lord preſerve 
me in the midſt of mine enemies , till TI 


come to maturity, and »then lodge me in 


thy own boſome. 
M4 » , Upon 
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Upon 4 bed of Camomile trampled upon. 


28. Mea.. Blerving a bed of Camomile , 

> APthat bad been trod 'and tramp* 
Jed upon , and abuſed by other violence. , 
how it was yet freſh and flouriſhing, green; 
and fragrant, and ſeemed to 'me to: ſpread 
the more; and'grow the better , and was 


- freſh and well-liking , I thought it much - 


reſembled the Church under afMiicion , 
which is'often trampled upon by the feet 
of pride , and often in the furnace of af- 
fliction , 'under hard preſſures ', and great 
calamities, and yet is in a growing condi- 
tion, nay, never grows: better then'1n affli- 
. Qtion, and under a ſuffering condition ; and 


though lying among the pots, is yet black, 


but comely :*In perſecuting times they 
grow beſt , and thrive moſt ; In times 'of 
proſperity they are apt to forget their ma- 
ker, and with Zeſurun, to wax fat and kick, 
and lift up the heel againſt him ; "but 1n 
adverſity they ſeek him early : in proſperity 
they are like young mulets , - when they 
have ſucked matrem calcibus petivit, they kick 
the dug that nouriſhes' them, ſo they 'for- 


- 


get the God that feeds them ; fulneſs' breeds 


orgettulneſs , yea,” wontonneſs -: the moſt - 


poiſonous flies are bred in the ſweeteſt fruits: 
- As Salvian in his time obſerves, proſperi- 
Sor, 's te eff yy oh - 45 4 Tas. tt 
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| Upona bedof Camomile trampled upon. 185 
ty was the Churches bane; .there are many 
with the full fed hawk, forget their Maſter, 
| and are like' the moon at the full', furtheſt 
from the ſun, and moſt like to ſuffer an 
eccliple ; when they are at eaſe, like wan- 
ton cattle, they puſh each other ; but when - 
the dogs bark the ſheep run together : //- 
. rael 'in Zp2ypt under- their hard task-maſters 
did encreaſe and multiply, and of ſeventy 
two, in a few ages come to be fix hundred 
thouſand fighting men ; but when they 
were freed from this hondage , and were 
in the wilderneſs, they murmured againſt 
God, and of all thoſe in the ſpace of - forty 
years, but only two remained alive , and 
many died by an untimely death : In the 
PR times, never any People under the 
un met*with more oppoſition , and all the 
means the devil and his inſtruments could 
| invent , were uſed to deſtroy them, as you 
f may reade at large in the hiſtory of. the 
ten bloudy perſecutions, and yet the blood of 
the Martyrs proved the ſeed of the Church, and 
the more they - were oppoſed the faſter they 
encreaſed; as it 1s ſaid of the Palm-tree, the 
more it is preſſed down, the more it ariſeth, 
ſo may it truly be faid of the Church, or 
as ſome ſay of the walnut-tree, the more it 
-15 beaten , the: more fruit it bears, ſo it. 15 
with many Chriſtians, 7} # good , ( faith 
Pavid ) that { was afftidted , before 7 ge 
hy v0! 3Þ* os 67% : ” " ICT . M1045 1 


186 tpon a bed of Camonzile trampled upox. 
 flicted I went aſtray, but now F learn to. keep thy 


 commundments. In Athanafus time the Church 
was at a low ebb, the 4rizz hereſy had o- 


verrun, and overſpred the face of Chriften- 
dom, and the orthodox party were under a - 


eruel perſecution , more cruel ( {ay ſome ) 
then any was under the heathen Empe- 
rours, yet all the darkneſs of hell , could 
not put out the light-that then remained , 
but 1t ſtill gathered ſtrength till the clouds 
were ſcattered, and the Tan broke forth” a- 
gain in his ſtrength: In Zuthers days the 


Pope, and all the ſmoke that aſcends out of . 


the bottomleſs pit, yea, all the powers of 


darkneſs, could not put out the ſpark that , 


was then kindled , nor all the floads the 
dragon powred out of his mouth quench 
it : In Quecn Marys days, fire and faggot 
could not quench the light of the Goſpel , 
and to this day the more. 1t is. oppoſed , the 
more it proſpers, yea, particular Chriſtians 
may finde perſecuting times to. be the moſt 
growing ſeaſons ; however by this winde 
of mn , much chaff is blown away, 
and in the furnace muc'r droſs diſcovered , 
and reprobate ſilver, yea, the good wheat 
is thereby cleanſed , and the gold purified. 


tt was good for me ( ſaith” David ) that 7 ' 


was afflifted , it is good for a man ( faith the 
lamenting Church ) to bear the. yoak in his 
zouth, Lam. 3.427, oh my foul, thou haſt 
—— becn 
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Upon a bed of Camomile trampledupon. TB 
been long in the furnace of afflition', what 
benefit doſt thou finde ? is thy droſs confy- | 
med. , and thy corruption wafted ? or «phe 
bellows burnt, the lead conſumed ? and hath the 
founder melted ig vain ? ( as God complains) 
Fer. 6. 29. thou haſt been oft fanned, what 
chaff is driven away ? thou haſt been tramp- 
led upon with he camomile , doſt thou 
grow and ſpread- the better ? preſſed down 
with the Palm-zree, doſt thou riſe the high- 
er ? beaten with the Yalxzut-tree, doit thou 
bear the more ? what account. canſt thou 


_ give of all the afiQtions that God: hath laid 


upon thee ? if none , why may not God 
give thee up as incorrigible ? hike: thoſe ;, 
Fer. 2. 30. iz - vain have 7 {mitten your: chil- 
aren, they received no correition , Eſay. 1. 5. 
why ſhould you be ſtricken any more ? ye will 
revolt "more and more : think it not ſtrange . 
if God lay on: heavier ſtrokes where others 
will not ſerve, and give ſtronger _ 
where gentler will not: work ; Davis muft 
be -banithed , Zoh deprived -of all, Zofeph 
wrongfully caſt into priſon, Feremy 1n 'the 
dungeon,: Paul and Sax in the ftocks, and 
the artyrs be: brought to the ſtake , theſe 
are . the: ptlls which our heavenly father 
preſcribed to them, for the purging out of 
grols; humours, and reſtoring their health , 
and what wonder if he prelcribe any ,' Or 
all of theſe to thee, who. aboundelt with 


tele «| 
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theſe humours more then they ? ' many a 
pill thoy haſt had, and little fruit appears ; 
-well maiſt thou fear , he will either pu- 
Niſh thee ſever tinzzs more, or leave thee of 
as incorrigible : oh my God, with *corre- 
tion give inſtruction, or it will not work; 
ſpeak that 'to the heart, that 'thou ſpeakeſt 
-to the ear, or other: ſences 5 thou 'art the 
only phiſitian of fouls; and all others 'are 
phyſitians of no- value ';/ thou. knoweſt the 
diſeaſe, and how to cure'it ; thou canſt 
preſcribe the-phyſick,' and make ' it -effeQu- 
al ; Lord, be: my phyſitian, and' leave” me 
not over to any other; let 'me not mur- 
mure at any-of thy preſcriptions and let 
not any pull be in. yain , nor 'any twig of 
GEMS oe Rh nh 0 At 
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Uponreceiving inf the fruits. 


39. Med. A? the end of the: yea, when 
| I received in 'the 'crop F the 
fruits of the earth , for which I had la- 
boured, and for which I had long waited ; 
I began to conlider, what a poor reward 
this is for all my labour, if I muſt * expe 
no more ; and what a ſad condition poor 
ſabouring men are in, that moil; 'and-toil, 
and cark and care, and have much add for 
bread to cat, and cloaths to pat on :; pad 
W- Ba : LEI. s i 4 6-4 ; "SIE: t 15 
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Upon receiving in of the fruits, 189: 
this 1s their all, yea, they run irmarrears to: 
God for:this alſo, and are like to be: caſt. 
Teng ns for ever ; and yet we may fee. 

Hy of the moſt, they take no care , 
'for any other riches , but frame to them-** 
ſelves a poor pittifull happineſs, in theſe , -_ 
and are neyer like to have any pleaſure here, 
or hereafter, but what they fancy to theme | 
ſelves:1n ſome finfull vanity : the recetving : 
in of theſe fruits of the earth as the ——_ 
of my labour, put me in minde of the re- 
warxd' which believers {hall receive, at ,the / 
laft day, at the hand of God, for all the la- : 
bour, - toil and trouble, they have had, which - 
will be a better recompenle then the earth - 


. can-Sive the husbandman' for his pains : 


let us not they be weary of well-doing , for in 
due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not , Gal. 
6. 9. he that ſoweth to the fleſh , ſhall of the 
fleſh reap corruption, but he that foweth to the 
ſpirit, hall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting ,. 
ver. '8.. he that 'cares only . to feather | his 
neſt, tore up riches ,*fit 'the back , and” 
fill the belly, and ſts the ſoul fink or ſwim; 
he is like to have. a miſerable harveſt , but 
they that (ow in tears ſhall reap in joy ; he that | 
goeth farth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall * | 
doubtleſs. come again, with rejoycing, bringing his 
ſheaves with him,”- Pal. 126. 5,16. Be patient | 
therefore brethren ( ;\aith the Apoſtle ) zl the. | 
coming. of the Lord ;;_ behold the gages 

wattet 


198: Uponirecetulng inof the fpuits.. 


draweth nigh, Fam. 5.7,%. Now believers fow 


the ſeed, and water it; witty. their -tears', 
but it is not long befqpe the.reward:comes; ; 


behold 7 come quickly ( faith} Chriſt ) and my 


reward is with me, t0 grove every min accoratins 
as bis work, ſbak{ be, Rev. 22.12.hold out faith - 


and patience: ( faith the Martyr.) your work 


wall prefently be at an end ; hope as 
chr 


the! husbandmans heart, and may - muc 


more: the Chriſtians: theſe 'rhings alſo put. 


me in miade of the great harveſt, at the 
end: of the world, when the great husband- 


man: ſhall ſend out his ſervants, theangels, 


to reap down his field, and'gather 1n-bis 


corn, at. 13. 38. the field: is the world, the 
good: ſeed are the' children of the kingdom, ' the . 


tares are the. childrew of the 'witked one, the enc- 
a9 that ſows them # the devil, the harveſt is 
the end. of the world, the reapers are the angels, 
as therefore the taves are gathered together and 
. burut in the fire, ſo ſhall it be int the enibof this 


world: : the day is coming 'that all ſhalt be-' 


brought to judgment, and the precious ſhalt 


bei ſeperated fromthe vile;*the good cor: - 
fhall. be brought-into the'barng-bur the tares + 


- are:reſerved tor'the- fire';" 'theitares and: the 


wheat may-grow togethep in one field, 2 
| . 


«" bY 2. wh 'u F 


maiteth for the precious fraits of the earth, and. 
hath: long patiente for it, till he recejveth the 
early. and: the latter rain ; be yon alfo parienty 
ij your hearts, for the coming of the Zord * 
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Upon receiving in of the fruits. I9T 

ſhall never lodge together in the ſame barn, 
' for as the tares cannot well be weeded out, 
which in the blade. ( ſome ſay ) much reſem- 
ble the wheat, and is hardly known, till 
the fruit appears, Jo though God can dil- 
cern the hypacrite. from the 1incere, yet hy- 
pocrify may be ſpun.with fo fine a thread, 
that. the beſt difcerning Chriſtian can-hard- 
ly doit; but the time 1s coming, theangels 
| ſhall know them, and they are not to go 
into the ſame garner, they mnſt be bundled 
' up for the fire, when the wheat muſt - be 
brought into Gods barn : oh my ſoul, what 
feed haſt thou ſown againſt that harveſt ? 
haſt thou ſown. to. the fleſh; then of: the 
fleſh thon wilt reap: corruption ? if to the: 
ſpifit, thou wilt of: the ſpirit reap life ever- 
faſting ? what grain art thou? art. thou: wheat, 
or tares ? then. maift thou know whether 
thou art to go to the fire or into the garner ? 
reſt not fatished till thou know that thou 
art wheat , and-neither with the tares bring; 
forth bad fruit, nor with the chaff ly away 
with the winde; it is not enough to havea: 
flouriſhing blade, ſo the ſtony ground had, 
and yet came to nothing : 1t 1s notenough 
to make a profeſſion of religion, fo the foo- 
liſh virgins did, they had lamps, but ao oyl, 
a profeſſion but 'no-grace ; it 15-not- enough 
to have talents, but thou muſt improve them, 
or thou wilt be. ſentenced. ro outer darkneſs ; 
It 


I92 Upon receiving in of the fruits, 
it is not enough 'to grow in the ſame field, 
be manured by the ſame hand, heated by the 
fame fun, and watered with the ſame ſhow- 


ers ; thus the tares were, but there muſt be |. 
good feed, well-rooted, ſpringing up, and 


bearing fruit in thy heart 3 thou maiſt live 
under the ſame Miniſter, enjoy the ſame 
ordinance with the wheat, and yet ſtil] be 
but a tare ; oh my God, diſcover my ſelf 
to my ſelf, and let me not be deceived by a 
cunning devil, and a deceitful heart 3 if T 
be a tare, Lord, let me know it ere it be 
too late, that I may ſow better ſeed in my 
field, that I may be gathered into thy barn, 
and not be bundled up with the. tares for 
the fire let my heart bring forth good 
fruit fit for the basket, good wheat fir for 
thy barn, ſolid wheat that may not-be blown 
away- with the winde, and. much fruit that 
'T may glorify thy name : let me not ſow to 
the fel, bur to the ſpirit, that I may not 
reap corruption but life everlaſting ; let me 
not be deceived in fo great a buſineſs as the 
ſalvation of my foul. 


_ 


Upon the beating out of the ſeed. 
40.Med. -7 Hen k had gathered id the 
y Vs and as fruits of the 


earth,” my next work was to. make a fepa- 
-= | Tattohn/ 
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Upon thebeating out of the ſeed. 133 
ration, the good from the bad; for though 
ſome ſeparation was already made, and the 
weeds, and-other traſh, were caſt out; and 


. left behinde, yet ſtill there were ſtalks, and 


husks, and chaff adhering to it ; to this end 
I threſhed , ribbed, pounded or beat it out, 
according as I ſaw occaſion ; for I ſaw it 
would not out without. ſome violence, and 


_ that which was moſt ſtubborn, and gave moſt 


— 


reſiſtance, received moſt blows, till at length 
my end was obtained, and the ſeparation 
made ; this put me in minde of the neceſli- 
ty of afiftion, how needful it was for the 

ſoul, which is peſtered more with chaffand 
rubbiſh, then atty corg can be; though now 


(faith the Apoſtle ) for. 4 ſeaſon, if need be, ye 


are in hexvineſs, through manifold temptations, 
&c. 1 Pet. 1.6. when the heart grows too 
Iight, God makes it heavy with manifold 
temptations, pliyſick ſometimes is as nieceſ- - 
ſary as food, and conduceth more to our 
health, the ſoul hath as niueh need of 

threſhing and winnowing as the corn 5 Solos | 
mon tels us Pro.22. 15. foeliſhneſs is bound up 


in the heart of achilde, but the rod of correttion, 
will fetch it _ old Zh; for want of this © 


brought up His fons, to bring down his 


houſe ; a leſſon ſet off with whipping, is -.. 3 
beſt remembred : now this is true of mea , -* - 


as well as chiildred, for corruption, and fol- | 
ly remains in them alfo, till God ferch 1t. 
/  W-.-- nn 
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194. Upon the beating out of the ſued. 
out ; ſfanftified affliction is the. way to con- 
ſume it :. /# was good for me (faith David ) that 
{ mas afflifted, before I was affliftted I went aſtray, 
but now { learn to keep thy Commandments : 
Gods rod as well as his ſtaff, comforted him, 
Pal. 23.4. as corn mult be threſhed, win- 
. Nowed, ground, and baked, before it is fit 
for uſe, or good for food, fo by affliction 


- . Men are fitted for Gods ſervice here, and 


tor glory hereafter, yetas ſome corn requires 
not ſo much threſhing as others doth, yet 
all muſt have ſome, 7 ſome men need not 
fo much aſflition as others, though ſome 
be neceſſary, but he that gives man under- 
itanding in the one, beſt knows what is ne- 
ceflary tor the other, ſay. 28. 24. doth rhe 
plowman plow all day to ſow? doth he open and break. 
the clpas of his ground, when he hath made plain the 
Face thereof? doth he not caſt abroad the fetches, and 
{catter the cummin, and the appointed barly and rye 
in thejr place ? for his God doth inſlrutt bim to 
aiſcretion, and doth teach him, for the fetches are 
at threſhed with a threſhing-inſtrument, neither it 
a cart-yheel turned about upon the cuammin, but the 
fetches are beaten out with a ſtaff, and the cummitn 
with a rod, bread-corn « bruiſed, &c. he that 
g1yes-man wiſdom, ſhall not he underſtand? 
the great husbandman that inftruats, others, 
will not lay on more ſtroaks, or heavier,: then 
needs muſt; the goldſmith ſuffers not his gold 
to lic in the furnace one hour longer - then 
| | | is 
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is requiſite  ; God obſerves when his work is dojie 
#pon Mount-Zionz a#d thezwill puniſh the' ſtout 
heart of the King of Aﬀfirie, Efay. 10. 12. weare 
apt to be playing in the duſt, 4nd minde not 
our fathers houle, and till weare frightned, 
or beaten, we fhall not* reeurn- home; but - 
minde our ſport: the 'prodigal mindes not 
his father, - while he had ary thing left-to _ 
eat : oh death how bitter #s the: remembrance of 
thee to a man that lrves at eaſe in his poſſeſſion , 
and hath nothing towex hints but h.ith proſperity in 
all things, Bechifi:at. 1. phyſick: ( as I faid )is 
forjerimes as necefſary as food; and ſickneſs 
as health, an+poverty as plentyz. we areapt 
to ſurfer on {weet-meats ; our heaverily father 
who'is the beſt pbyſitian, knows beſt whar is 
beſt for us ;- were we to choofe our: food ; 
and our phylick;'we: ſhould kill our ſelves; 
fometimes on prepares a .diet-drink for us , 
and mixerh it with our tears; P/al. 42. 3© my 
tezrs have been ony meat day 4pd. night, Pſa; $0. 
455. O ZordGod uf buſts; how long wilt thaw be 
angry againſt the prayer of thy people, thou feedeft 

. them with the breaa of tears, and giveſt them tenrs 
ro drink, in great meaſure ; he alfo ſeaſoneth it 

| with their guns to many, he preſcribes 
alſo a fpare ditt, for every man -carinot bear: 

a proſpetous eftate,, ho morethen every mans 
ad can bear. much wire'3 oh my ſoul ;« 

matter not though . thou -be threſht, and ev 

wintowed; and ground, and. bak't; fo thou: 
| Nz maitf 
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196 _Uponthe beating out of the ſeed. 


maiſt be made 'bread for thy Mafters table ; 


 -aU: Gbds PR: have. taſted of the cup of 
aftiition, and. canſt thow expett to go free: 
el began the round,' and:drank -a health. 


to all; his foHowers;. which hitherto they 


have all pledgedy: and ſome of them have 
drunk very. deep, and Chrift himſelf drunk 
up:the very dregs; HK God preſerve thee, no 
matter whether 'it be in falt- or ſugar : 
thou ſuffer for thins, .thow ſhalt reign with him, 
and theſe light afflit#ions which are but for a mo- 
went worketh for ws a far more exteeding and 
ererni:\weight of glory, 2 Coro 4-17. it 1s but 
winking ( ſaid:the Martyr) and we ſhall'be 
in-heaven-prefently;though thou maiſt loſe 
ſomething tor Chriſt, thou wilt loſe nothing 
by him, torevery handful of muck thou par- 
reſt with for his ſake, thowſhalt have a hand- 
tfut;of angels: iafflittions when once paſt, are 
- foon; forgotten asa womans pangs'in childe- 
bearidg, when aman-childe 1s-bornrinto the 


world; Zoh»-16. 21: to which' a' Chriſtians - 


 fafferings are oft reſembled; "ſay. 26. 17. 
Fer.6.24:. but many Chriſtians. mourn, and 


overmourn fort their loſſes; :and become like - 


Afarr Magdalen bar-eyed 5: :and cannot fee 
Chriſt tor therr tears, and think God cannot. 
love:them, -becanſe he beats:thent ; ſee how 
theſe 'are miſtaken, Heb.'12.6, 758. whom the 
Lord loveth hechaſteneth, arid ſcourgeth every ſon 
that he recerveth'; if you endure * chaſtening, = 
hs | aealet 
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dealeth with you a#with ſons; for what ſon is he the®. 

the father chaſteneth not ; but if you be without 

chaſtizements; whereof all are partakers, then are 
ye baſtards and net ſoxs ; he hath learned little 
in Chriſtianity that hath not learnt to ſuffer, 
corrections are pledges of our adoption, and 
badges of our ſon{hip, one ſon God' had 
without fin, but none without ſorrow ; Zuthey 
thought the Pope -was' not Gods 'ſon, quod 
ſine cruce regnat 5 oh my God, whatever af- 
fiction lies upon me, never tet me have 2 
revolting heart, \and if I ſuffer, let it be for 
thee, arid not asan evil-doer, if thau haſt ap- 
pointed ſuffering times for me, Lord, fit me 
for them with ſufferi races, anda ſuffes - 
ring ſpirit : fit the back before thou lay on the 
burthen ; Lord; give me ſtrength to bear 
it, and then lay of what thou wilt, and while 
thou we. 7H SO 


Leong "_ 


| , Upon the winnowing of the ſeed. 


41. Med. Hen the ſeed was thus threſhe, 
| © VV: of beatour; the next work 
was winnowing its whereby'the chaff and 
refuſe and lighteſt Nagy wn re -wasblown 
away with the'winde, butthe ſolid ſubſtantt- 
all weighty grain- was not 'hurt-by it; but 
benefitted ; it was refined- and - purihed” : I 


. faw, what the Furnace was to mettle,: fuch.s 


- the 


———— — 
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198 Tponthewinnowing of the ſeed. 
the fan to the corn, that which feperateth, 
purgeth, and purifyeth it-; this made me 
compare temporal with ſpixituals, and ta 
confider, that God hath many ways to purge 


into the furnace of affliction, and trys them 
| this way, others had trials of cruell mockings , 
aud ſcourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and impri- 
ſouments, &C. Heb. I1, 36. and ſometimes he 
trys them with the fan, to. ſee what ſolidity 
is in thei, the. ayeſſenger af zhe Covenant ſball 
come, bat who may abide the dey of his comming, or 
who ſhall ftand when he appeaxeth ? for he is like 4 
refers fre and lhe falers ſoap, and he ſhall 
us. 4 refiner and purifier 'of flver, &e. then 
many a guilded. piece will be found 
counterfeit; and many a glittering profel: 
ſor foynfl to be bur a cheat; and, much. ſee- 
ming gold prove to be but droſs and rubbiſh, 
but'true gald neither fears the furnace, nor 
the-rouchſtone ;here © the fincere Chriſtian 
and the hypocrite will be differenced, which 
now are hardly known afunder, and will no 
longer ſerve to-riake 'up one: heap of mo- 
ney; 1n this world they may./grow in the 
fame field, as did- the wheat and the tares , 
they may -lie together in the: ſame mow , 
a5 the-corn andthe ſtraw, they may make 
up the ſame heap; asthe wheat and the chaff, 
but they ſhall never hie in the fame garner 
together » for this"is-reſerved for the wheat 


hot” ; FP 


and fry his people, ſometimes-he caſts them | 
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alone < here they may benefit one the other - 
as the ſtraw bears up- the wheat, and the chaff 
and piles defend it om 10jury, and they are 
preſerved, ſecured, and fed for the wheats 

| fake, bur hereafter the godly will not need 
their proteQion, and the other ſhall not have 

preſervation : here the earth helps the woman, 

and the innocent ſave the Iſland, Fob. 22. 30. 

and ſo both ſhall grow together till che harveſt , 

but then they ſhall be ſeperated one from a- 

nother 3, now there are ſeveral fans, the de- 

vil hath hisfan, Zk.22.31. ard the Zord ſaid, 

Simon, Simon, behold ſatan hath deſired to have 

you, that he may ift you as wheat, but 7 have 

prayed, that thy faith fail not ; he challenged 
him Goliah-like, to a {ingle combat, but with- 
out leave: he cannot do it ; 1 Pet. 5. $8. be 
ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your adverſary the de- 

vil like a roaring lion watketh about, ſecling 

whom he may devour : his end in ſifting 1s 

not to purify but to deſtroy ; his eve holds 

nothing but refuſe, the beſt runs through 3 

but Gods fieve preſerves the: beſt , and ſe- 

vers it from the chaff: there is a fat of 
ſcoffs, and ſcorhs, which 1s:4n' the hands 
of wicked men, the devils mſ{truments, and 
much of the lightcr chaff: is: blown away | 
with the winde:,: and cannor ſtand before 
it, and there is alſo a fan 'of perſecution, 
and this. thongh' uſed by men , the devil 
guides and diretts their hands, and this tron- 
Bat i N 4 | ger 
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er blaſt carries almoſt all before 1t , the 
flony round could not withſtand it ; we 
bave ſcen in our days very much of that 
which we accounted ſolid grain and prin- 
cipal wheat, hath proved chafl, and if this 
winde ſhould blow loud, it is like much 
more would fly ; bur there is another fan, 
and that is of errors, and herefies, and this 


takes not away the chaff only, but ſome of 


the lighter ſort of corn, yea , and if poſſi- 
ble, the very elet; this the Apoſtle warns 
profeſſors of, that they be or like children 
toſſed to and fro with every winde of dottrine, 
£ph. 4.14. and how many ſuch giddy hear- 
ers are there, thatare cait into what mould 
the preacher pleafeth, and like glaſſes, are 
| by the breath blown into any ſhape -, but 
ere long Chriſt himſelf will come, with kis 
tan, Mat. 3. 12. whoſe fon is in his hand, and 
he will throughly purge his floor, and gather the 
wheat into-his garner, but the chaff will he burn 
with unquenchable fire ; heaven ſpewed out: 
the angels fortheir apoſtacy, and no unclean 
thing ſhall.ever enter there, nor dirty do 

ſhall tread upon. that pavement , nor droſs 
| Thall be mixt with that' gold , no water 
with that wiire , nor no chafÞ® with this 
wheat, but for the cha; it muſt to the fire, 


but not 'be conſumed, wiverc volunt , mori | 


neſcrunt, they ſhall ſerh death but ſhall not finde 
&, Kev. 6, 2. they that once might "had 
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Upon the winnowing of the ſeed. 201 
had life, and would not, now oy would 
have death, but cannot 3 oh'my_ ſoul , are 
there frying times to come ? wherein grace 
will be known from its conterfeit , and 
when the axe will be pnt to. the root 4 the 
tree, and every one that brings not forth good 
frait, ſhall be hewn down, ang caſt into the fire ? | 
muſt the droſs be conſumed; and the chaff ' 
driven away, of the. winde ? look abour 
thee, that thou be true gold;, ſolid. grain , 
anda tree of righteouſneſs, that brings forth 
good fruit, that thou exceedeſt all bypo- 
crites inthe world , and haſt ſomething 
they have not, and canſt do'fomething they 
cannot do, that thou maiſt be able to abide the 
refrners fire, and the fullers ſoap ; that the houſe 
of thy profeſſion be: built upon the :rock , 
that no winde nor weather, 'ftorms nor tem- 
peſts, flouds nor waves of trouble , may 
moleſt thee ; trouble witl come, there ts. 
no prevention ; ſometimes lighter afflicti- 
ons, as ſmaller rain, and ſometime preater, 
as the overflowing of Fordan ; amidit theſe 


_ waves, thy ſhip had need be like the Ark, 


pitched within and without \, yea , thou 


' hadſt need to be ſhut in' by God hiniſelf : 


A true Chriſtan is like Mount S$/0# , thar- 
cannat be moved, when he is founded up- 
on this rock; zec flatu nec fluiFu movetur , he 
need fear neither winde 'nor- weather, it he 
fall, Chriſt himſelf muſt fall, and i. is ber 
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_ ter fall with him, then ftand without him * ne 
Chriſt lives in/him, and while Chriſt that Fc 
is the life of -:his-foul i lives; he cannot die; ut 
bus, if thy Houſe be. built upon. the fand , I jy 
ho the witrdes: and wives come , and g 
come they wilk.it.will. ſurely down , and || 
great will be* the; fall thereof, becauſe- ir- I h, 
reliſtable, and itreparable :- O' my. God, are || 
trying times conmg ? and muſt I be Gf- 
ted by ſatan ? —— owed by the world, and 
finned by Chrif W who can Rand in theſe p 
trials, and bearup againſt theſe flouds, and. || « 
waves without! divine affiftance ? - Lord, || «; 
give me ſtrength from above , for vain is || 
| the help of:man.';z. make jme ſolid grain || x 
that may abtde the \winde , true gold” that || © 
may abide the fire,: and build nie upon that || , 
rock that 1s. highs. that-no: ſtorms nor tem-! || x1 
Ss, may beat me down, nor all the flouds U 


in the world _ſſ ever remove me. _. of 
by L] ee OD. oe. CES, TOPS. al 
af b&« > | þ l y 
Upon clean ſer ſown, yet "OY fork chaff i 2 


"Pl Jed. Hen I beheld how the feed 
7 VW**: laſt.year I bad ſo care- K 
fully windowed, purged, fanned, ,and puri- | ; 
fied from all weeds , and ſeeds, chaff, and hb 
rubbiſh, which adhered to ir, and ſown in || 
my garden that which was clean, pure and 
good, yer when, it came to. maturity it was; 

: not. - 
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| pot only cumbred with weeds and orher an» 
noilances, which the ground naturally caſt 
up, but had as much ftalk , chaff, and 0+ 
ther rubbiſh as it had the year before, which 
grew up with it , and adhered to it , and 
was naturally produced by the ſeed, and it 
had as much need of weeding, threſhing, 
winnowing, and purging , as it had the 
ear before, to make 1t fit for uſe, or mar- 
er; this minded me, that thus it was with 
poor ſouls, fince the fall, for as the earth caſt- 
| eth out weeds of its own accord,' and a foun- 
» | tain ſends forth water, ſo doth the heart 
* || bubble forth-eorruption of its. own: accord ; 
\ | 2 gracious man that hath taken a great deal 
of pains with his heart to weed out corrupti- 
on, and to mortifie his ſin, and hath been 
threſht, and fanned, and purged and purified, 
and it hath been the work of many years to do 
it, and hath coſt him much labour, pains, 
and diligence, and many a prayer aud. tear, 
yet hecannot beget a godly childe, but chaff 
j and corruption adheres to them alſo, nay in+ 
heres in them, and they have as much need 
of refining as ever the Cuber had; for though 
2 ſinful-man begeta ſinful childe, yet cannot 
2 gracious mga--beget a gracious childe, for | 
he begets him as he is a man, and-of the fin- 
ful of-ſpring of. fallen Adam, and not as he 
1s- gracious: ; 2nd. though God do more uſual- 
ly.make choiſe gf his people our of ſuch fa- 


milies , 


OT , + 
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204 Upon cleax ſeed ſown, yet brings forth chaff. 
milies, the covenant”: being with them and 
their ſeed, andhe hath reſpe&to their pray- 
ers, and gives a bleſſing to theit education | hi 
and exhortations, yet this is not: always ſo, || fo 
neither are they born thus 3' for they are the || th 
children of wrath as well as others ; and though | re 
{in be hereditary, grace 'is'not'; Ab ſin ! what | ot 
woful work haſt thou made in the world, the | th 
moſt of men periſh eternally by thee, and | w 
thoſe that eſcape are ſaved, as by fire, with | ef 
a very great deal -of pains and difficulty : || b: 
holy David begat a laſcivious Ammon and a | w 
rebellious ſolo, good Ely begat bad ſons, 
and holy 7ſaac a prophane £ſas ; yea, faith-if 
full 46raha-7a ſcoffing T/hmael : for 2salearn- | n 
ed man cannot beget a learned childe , for || tl 
learning 1s not a birth-priviledge but an ac- || v 
- quired qualification, ſo grace is not born | | 
with, but freely given to them that God} 'f 
thinks fit to beſtow 1t upon ; A rich mans | ſi 
childe comes into the. world as naked, | c 
deſtitute, and miſerably impotent and help- | o 
leſs as any other ; This as it may minde | h 
ns of our miſerable condition by the fall , *J*r 
fo alſo of our duty to our children, that as | C 
we are carefull of their bodies, ſo ſhould | r 

b 

t 

U 

P 


we be much more carefull of their ſouls , 
and as we are carefull that they get learn- 
ing, ſo ſhould we be much more that they 
get grace : an eſtate is not ſo needfull as 
an intereſt in Chriſt ; we ſhould rs 


toos clean ſeed ſown, yet brings forth chaff. 205 _ 
by inſtruQtion , correQion, and good- edu- 
cation, to train them up in the fear of God, 
and when we can do no more , to go to 
him that is able to give it ,.to- beg. grace 
for them ; for as we were-inftrumental in 
their ruine, ſo we: ſhould | endeavour their 
recovery. But too- many train them up n@ 
otherwiſe then they do their horſes , teach 
them to drudge,” and think'they: have done 
well, eſpecially if they can: leave them an 


h | eſtate behinde them, wiingh oftentimes is fo 


badly gotten, that they entail alfo 'a curſe 
upon them, and: their. poſterity ; and God 
doth in-a viſible:manner puniſh their chil- 


- dren to the third and fourth generation. Oh 


my ſoul, how-ftands the caſe with thee ? 


thou art a childe of wrath: 'by/ nature, as 


well as others,: is thy 'relation- to thy - God 
changed ? of 'an enemy art thou an adopted 


'fon? tis well:thou hadſt drofs; is thaticon- 


ſumed, and the: ſoul. refined-?.: thow hadft 
chaff is that blownaway ? haſt thouche:margks 
of adoption 'now-upon thee; :thag formerly” 
hadſt the marks. of an: enemy '?. doſt :thow: 


"reſemble thy! father? doft:bear-his image? 


God hath n& children but” what have: fome' 
reſemblance to'kim; he: never: adopts an 

bur he changerh: their: nature ; and diſpoſi- 
tion, as: well-as:their. relation; he hath no 


" | unnatbral children: hath he-made good thar 


promiſe to thee, '2 Cor. 6:18. 7 will be jt 0a 
| ther- 


206 Upon clean ſeed ſown, yet brings forth chaff. 
| they to them, and they ſhall be my ſons and daugh- 
zers, = the Zord almighty : hath he performed 
the duty of a father, in thy new birth , inf} 
maintaining thee, and giving the heavenly Þ| 1 
allowance? in inſtrutting and correQing || { 
thee? and haſt thou the nature, diſpoſition, || L 
and /priviledge. of children? haſt thou com: || le 
munion with him ? doth he feed. thee with | <: 
bread from heaven ? cloath thee hee the} f 


robes of righteouſneſs, and adorn thee with il 
the jewels of his grace ? is there a through || t| 
change wrought 1n thee, and a new nature || . 
put into thee ? haſt thou given up thy 
_ t as well as thy name-to Chriſt ? if it 

be ſo, it 1s well : if thou haft this privi- F . 
kedge for thy ſelf, ſeek it for thy children || 4 
alſo. ;-as thou haſt dedicated them to God, || . 
do thy endeavour to make them Gods, and || 
that the work of. grace may be timely || Þ 
wrought in their ſouls ; curb corruption || 
while they, are! young, a green twig , will Þ 4 
alu be: bendtd; but when old and dry the | V 
wori-is difficult: 'many. like the ape kill | ® 
theityoung onenwith embracing, and they | v 
'cpme - to break >4heir- parerits | heart , who | © 
thought a rod-'too: heavy for » them ; with- 
hold not correton nor: inſtruQtion , and cl 
go to. God for a: blefling upon both ; Oh q 
my God, am I wilde: by nature , and haft 
thou planted me-into-the true olive ? haſt 
thou taken nte off my own: ſtock, and _ 


L 


[- 
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Upon clean {eed lown, yet brings forth chuff. 2 07 
ted me into the true vine ? Lord, whasz 
ſhall I render to thee for this ? Lord, help 
me to give up my heart ,.' as well as my 
name to thee, and live thanks as well as 


ſpeak thanks : haſt thou made me a fon ? 


Lord, give me a ſon-like diſpoſition ;.and 
let me es my God, hy. a holy life and 
converſation : And © that my children 
might live. before thee z; Lord , purge out 
the .droſs,. blow -away,. their: chaft ,.. make 
them thy ſpas and thy. daughters. 
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43 Mea, Jy Bing in a.wellcontrived; ;well- 
_ © © .. Dfarniſhed, wellordered garden, 
where there was what natufe,..or art could 
beſtow upon it; variqus well-coloured, well- 
ſented flowery, which opuered the knots, 
and delighted both the ſight, and ſinell, with 
yariqus forts. of herbs. ,. and. vegetables , 
as. well phyſical - as atherwiſe -; together 
with  cuzious:. walks,., ,and; ſhady: bow- 
ers » and *other cugious, gyntrivances, de. 
lightful'delicacies. and yarzous Curiolities' , 
that it ſeemed. to me an, caxthly. paradice, a 
lack of pelights and pleaſures, which.when 
I had- yiewed; and. for a while ſolaced my. 
{&lf ig-it,.-I took- much. pleaſure in. it, and 
could. contented!y have ipent my time there.; 
== my 


208 _. Uponthe pleAſures of a garden. 
my affetions were much tickled with it; 
and grew warm- upon it, and for 4. while 1 
delighted my ſelf in it, - bur ar laſt I began 
ro call-my ſelf ro an accompt, andto eheck 
my ſelf for it, with ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe ; oh my - foul,” what 'art thou doing, 
or- whether art thou going ? art thou in hea- 
ven, or upon. the earth, that thou art taking 
upthy ſtation ? art thou like: Smei in ſeeking 
# ſefyant ? doſt thou loſe thy ſelf?-wile thou 
by admiring the gift, negleM the piver, or 
court the. maid before the miſtreſs ? and 
take up with a handful of muck, fora hand- 
ful of angels'?-1s-this a —_—_—— for 
Zee, Qr rather a ſuitable match for the ſoul, 
thar'thou art efpouſing thy RIF. to-it, and 
 #etting out thy affeCtions upon it? will this 
krve thy turd,for make- thee Happy ? of 
wil it endure td/eternity ? alas !it' will not; || .;; 
when winter coittes,' where are then thy'de- I, 
lights?-nay, 'whett night comes,- it deprives | 1; 
thee-of thy pleaſure, Fa, every ſhower of || ;j 
rain, puts thee'or to ſeek attother Dappayclh li 
and a better ſheſter and ſecurity: what then | 
will-become of thee at deithi-or judgment, | ,, 
if thou haſt ng better a refuge? whit good | ;j 
can theſe do-thee*in heaven or-iti hell? theſe | 4 
things are not ſting, thou ſeelt theflowers | 7, 
ripe at noon, and withered by night, like Þ| 
Fonalls gourd, grow up its a night. and wither is 
s right, and have a worm breed in _ 
W 
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whichwill eit out their heart ; they are like 
the hee, they have honey 1n the mouth, ard 
a {ting in the tail ;, and not. only; vanity, but 
vexation of: ſpirit is writ, upon-them - will a 
handful of flowers -revive a dying man, or | 
comfort a languiſhing foul? when; the earth 


and, all. the: works therezn. are burnt up, 


where will be thy happineſs then ?. why, then 
wilt. thow moil and-/toil;, and cark and care 
for ſuch vanities that never will, make thee 
ſatisfaction '?. why miltthou ſet thine eyes upon 
that which js. xo ? 1f thou ,wilt take pains, let 
it be in a more fruitfyl - foil;,; where: thou. 


-maiſt expeCtt:ia better - Erop- z + /Pera; wor thy 
money for that which is not bread, -nor thy labour 


for that whith ſatisfies not -; theſe Eannot ſatisfy; 
and- if they; did,” cannot laft-long,.,thele are 
but ſwallow-comforts;/ they hide'thoir- heads 
10 the winger, the'grafs will. ſogn;, wither, 
the. flowgrs,walt ſoon fades 1and thy-..own 
life-15-20 more certainy.and what good will 
theſe do the ſoul ? ſome poor vanzthing de: 
lights they yield, for; an hour or ,two; and 
then it is-ovex,. byt there are more ſatisfying 
pleaſures; more durable delights. to. be Fad 
then theſe, why are they. then negleQed 2 
theſe, like ſwallow-friends, trfake when. 
winter comes, when there 1s moſt need,. or 
like Phyſtians leave a man when he is dying, 
or like the devil with the- witeh,, tempt a 
while, and then ord her, when ſhe 15.4 

_ the 
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the-moſt danger ; If a ſmall ſpot of earth 
ſeem ſo delightful, what is heaven, and 
tho&'tnanſions of glory provided for glorifi- 
ed Saints? if the creature be ſo glorious, 
what is the Creator , who infuſed ſuch a 
tbeatty and vertue in it ? if a flower be fo 
frveet; what is the roſe of ſharon and the lilly 
of thewalley ? theſe things delight us for a 
moment, but one day will make us wear 
of them, - eſpecially'it there be not the add1- 
tion of meat, and drink, and ſleep, and 
lodgings, of health, and ftrength, and other 
'neceſfaries ; but in heaven is nothing wan- 
ting that-is neceſſary, delightful or defira- 
ble ; no creature-comforts there are need- 
ful, but God is better a thouſand times then 
AU the 'comforts the whole earth affords ; 
oh my foul, labour after the ſubſtance, not 
the ſhadow ; after Chriſt and a title to glory ; 
thete are reall pleaſures to be had, rveys 9 
plerfure at his right handifor evermore;\{corn then 
to be-pur off with ſuch poor things, or to 
let out thy-affeAions upon ſuch vanities, or 
tolet them grovel upon the:ground : wilt 
thou ſuffer thy eves to be dazled with a few 
flowers: when thou maift behold the fan, 
the moon, and ſtars; thoſe glorious: tamps 
and beauty-ſpots of heaven ; thele are greater 
beauttes , thofe beautify only the porch : 
now beautiful then is the palace, the throne, 
Hay, the king himſelf ? Theſe Rowers thou 

| now 
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tow admireſt may for ought thou knoweſt 
be cropt, and made ule of for thy funeral ; 
for thy body is as fading, and thy -life as 
uncertain as they are ;a few days wike ther 
make them uncapable of pleafing thee, or 
thee uncapable of praiſing them : this uſe 
thou maiſt make of this pleaſing obje&, be 
as careful of thy ſoul, .as the gardiner is of 
this plot of ground, let neither thorn. nor 
thiſtle; -briar nor weed. of ſin; thrive there; 
ſupply what 1s wanting, rogt out what is 
ſuperfluous, order what is diſordered, and 
then -it -is a happy time thou madeſt 
this Obſervation :.oh my God , what a 
poor pitiful fooliſh wretch am 1, thus to 
doat upon vanities 5 Lord, wean my af- 


feQtions from the world; and keep them cloſe 


to thy ſelf: 
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Hponanadder lurking iz thegraſs: 


a4. Med. X AN 7 Alking in the gatden, I had | 
| Y like to haye trod upon act - 
adder; lurking in the graſs, and ſo was in 
unexpeQed danger, where I leaſt dreaded it 3 
the apprehenſions - of it at preſent put me 
into amaze; which when it was ſomething 
abated,” it miade ne conſider ; what daily 
heed we have of divine proteQtion, and how 
langerous it 15 to be from under the prote- 
- © 2 Qing 
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Qtinz hand of God : It made me alſo to 
conlider, that thus it is in all our earthly 
enjoyments, there is no ſecurity. in any, 
much dangex in all, azguis in herba Latet , 
there 1s a little honey, and many ſtings, a 
little pleaſure and much pain : there is 
no age, no calling , no condition of life , 
free ; riches are held by many to be the 
| meet happineſs, and moſt men rather de- 
ire gold then grace, and to be great rather 
then good, yet theſe are not witftout their 
ſnares, neither ſet men out of the reach of 
danger ; they are called :deceirfall riches, fuch 
as Seal the word, when it was fown', 
A7at. 22.13. and well they may be ſo cal- 
led, for they promife that they never: pay ; 
' and always dcceive thoſe that truſt them ; 
they promiſe content, fſatisfation and hap- 
pineſs, when oftentimes ( like ſtrong drink 
ina feaver ) they do but inrage the diſeaſe, 
he that loveth ſilver , ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
ſilver, Eccles. 5. 10. a man may as ſoon fil 
a cheſt with grace, an empty ſtomach with 
air , as-a 'covetous* heart with grace, par- 
peris eſt numerare pecws { ſaith the coveteous 
man ) he | had :neyer enow. cattle while 
they might be numbred-: a ſhip may fink 
under the burthen, that is not. half full, 
and men may. have riches enough [to fink 
them, when not halfenough to ſatisfy them ; | 
os plits ſatiatur , cor anro, quam corpus anra ? 


But 
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Upon an adder lurking inthe graſs 213 
But this 1s not all their vanity neither, for 
as they are unfatisfying, ſo they are uncer- 
tain, they take themſelves wings and fly away , 
Pro; 23. 5. they are never true 'to thoſe 
that truſt them, they are oft as tranſitory 
| as a head-long torrent ; but this 1s not all, 
they are golden fetters to chain the ſouls 
faſter in the devils clutches, and faſter in 
his fervice -; 'and many times the devil, 
_ buys mens ſouls, yea, their very profeſſion 
oyt of their hands for money ; pleaſures 
have honey in the mouth but a ſting in the 
tail ; they oft periſh in the budding ; 7 the 
midſt of laughter, the heart i ſorrowfull, and the ' 
end of that mirth is heavineſs : favour ti de- 
ceitful, and beauty is vain, Pro. 31. 3o. and 
thoſe that truſt to them ſhall be deceived ; 
favour will fail , and beauty will wither, 
and. how will they de&ive mens expecta- 
tion? ſome men marry ( ſaith one ) by the 
eye, and ſome by their fingers ends , vzz. 
for money, dos ox Deus makes ſuch match- 
es: ſolom and his ſiſter found there was 
danger, truſting to their beauty , and ma- 
ny more beſides them , to whom it harh 
proved a temptation : honour 1s the empti- 
eſt of all bubbles, courted by many, attain - * 
ed by few, and there is but a little diſtance 
between the higheſt round of the ladder and 
the loweſt ſtep ; let H:man and Achitgphe! 
prove the point : Beauty many times is like 
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114 Uponanadaer turking in the graſs, 
2 blazing ſtar, ominous to the beholders, 
and hurtfull tro thoſe that enjoy it , and 
proves ofttimes the devils lime-twigs to catch 
his fowls :. meat and drink are neceſſary , 
yet to many their table becomes their ſnare , 
and by a plentifull table they come to be 
guilty of gluttony and drunkenneſs; wine is 
a mocker, and ſtrong drink t raging, and he that 
# overtaken with it, is not wiſe ; Z fed them 
ro the full ( faith God ) and they were as fed 
borſes , every one neighed after his neighbours 
wife ; learning and great parts are lovely 
endowments , and many times it proves 
dangerous and deadly 3 the greateft ſcholars 
oft prove the greateſt enemies to Chriſt, and 
the greateſt adyerſaries to the power of 
godlineſs; In a word, thoſe that have moſt 
of the world , have frequently the leaft of 
beaven : Sz ( ſaith Abraham ) remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedſ} thy good things , 
and likewiſe Lazarus evil things , but now þ is 
comforted, and thou art tormented, Luk. 16. 25. 
Wealth many times ſwells men into a tym- 
pany , not eaſily cured , I know there are 
ſome that follow Chriſts counſell, ad make 
70 themſelves friends of this Mammon of un- 
- righteouſneſs, but moiſt do but encreaſe their 
account by them, and at the reckoning-day 
will prove bankrupts, and owe ten thouſans 
zalents more then they are able to pay 3 


earthly enjoyments uſually rack men in | 
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Upon ax adder lurking in the graſs. 215 
the cradle of ſecurity,zand lull them afleep 
that they never wake till hell fire flames 
about their ears ; thus the rich man Zake. 
12. 16. and that alſo Zzk. 16, 19. &c. when 
the moon. is at full , it is furtheſt diſtance 
from the ſun, and neazeſt to an ecclips, and 
the world many times interpoſeth it ſelf 
between the full ſoul and the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs : relations and carnal friends oft- 
times prove ſnares, thus they were to #6, 
to Spira, and to many more ; the things 
that are in themſelves lawfull bleſſings, yet 
abuſed, prove our /icitis perimnus omnes, im- 
moderately yſed prove a ſin and & ſnare : 
oh my ſoul thou walkeſt in the midſt of 
dangers, ſnares are laid for thee in every 


creature, in every corner, truſt not there- 


tore*to any, the moſt innocent will betray 
thee, if not heedfully obſerved, and wilel 

enjoyed, the moſt harmlels, nay , the mo 

neceſſary enjoyments are not free from ſnares, 
a {ſerpent may lie under thy fect , puyſon 
may be in thy cup or diſh, many tempta- 
tions are in poverty, more in plenty, pray 


therefore with var, zot to have poverty, nor 


riches, but to. be fed with food convenient, Pro. 
30. 8. as a ſhoe too big, or too little, ſuits 
not the foot, ſo an eſtate too big 1s trou- 
bleſome, and to little pinches ; a ſtaff may 
help the paſſenger in his journey , bur a 
burden of ftaves will be his kinderance : oh 

| 0.4 = 


ee ee OO —_ PCen———————— 
4.29. of - 


216 Uponanadider lurking in the graſs: 
my God, are there ſo many dangers that at- 
tend"me', | both in reference' to my body, 
and my foul : oh whar' need haye I of di- 
bine proteRion': Lord be 'thou my defen- 
der, keep me under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
O let not Satan; th? world, or 'my own 
deceitful heart ever betray me, but* tet me 
be kept #y the mighty power of God unto ſalvation. 
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45 Mon erving as Iwalked in the gar- 
p AKE den, in' an evening, aloathlom 
foul, and ugly toad, ccrawling - in my way; 
haſting' from me as'from a deadly -enemy , 
to hide her head in a hole; to fave her life, 
and that from one that ſhe had never wrong- 
ed this ſight occalioned me this Meditation 3 
how nigh akin am: 1 to this -poor creature, 
. this diſpicable; loathed, and abhorred wretch; 
there ts but the theers between us, nothing 
but the makets wilt ;- ſhe is my fiſter, and 
may elaim 'the right of primogeniture, as 
coming into the world before me ; we have 
the ſame original, the ſame father, and the 
{ame mother*; we were made of 'the ſame 
matter, by the hang of the ſame workman, 
but ſhe hath the precedency in nature, and 
_ came of 'theelder brother; both of us' werc 
of the iſame diy, and faſhioned by the fame 
Te $9. 414 , potret 
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| Upon a Toad, 217 
potter ; hewn out of the * ſame rock, and digged 
out of the ſame hole of the pit ; and had it 
pleaſed the workman, 1 might have been 
the toad, and this the man, no thanks to 
me that it 'was not ſo, and it had been no 
wrong tome if it had been ſo; Imight have 
been crawling into that hole to ſave*my lite, 
from one that deſired 'my death, 'and fed 
upon ſuch loathſom meat, that ſhe feeds on, 
but my God hath beſtowed more upon me, 
and denied it to her, even ſo Zord, becauſe it 
hath ſeemed'good in thy eyes ; oh my ſoul, what 
haſt thou La more for thy God, then this 
poor ' creature hath done ? doubtleſs where 


more # given, more will be required ; thou haſt 
received ten talents for one, nay an hundred 


for one, how haſt ' thou jmproved them ? 
andGod expects from man much more ſervice 
then from any other creature in the world, 


being only fitted for communion with him- 


felf : But hath' nor this deſpicable wretch', 
which thou thinkeſt is not worthy to live; 
ferved God in her place better then thy ſelf? 
and an{wered the end of her creation better 
then man? and neyer tranfgreſt her maſters. 
will, nor her makers law, as thou haſt done 
a thouſand times ?'ſhe defires nothing more 
then life; and what is neceffary to maintain 
if, and fears'nothing more then death, and 


hat tends to it, and doth'-no* hurt, butt 


is imagined/good to manktnde, unfets aare- 
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. 2-18 Upon a Toad, 


or provoked, and if ſhe have a noxious qua-. 


' lity, it is queſtionable, whether the fn of 
man hath not procured it : God hath given 
thee the uſe of reaſon, and made thee capa- 
ble of communion with himſelf, and enjoy- 
ing him for ever, and Jaid upon her (far more 
1nnocent) this puniſhment, of being hated 
and abhorred of all, and her life is put into 
thy hands, and whoſoever killeth her, thinks 
he hath not offended, thou canſt walk free 
trom fear, when every otic that ſees her 
delires her deathz and plots her ruine,'and 
deſtruQtion ; what cauſe then have I to bleſs 
God, thatI was made a man, and not a toad, 
and that I had the uſe of reaſon given to 
ms, and not. made a bruit, but if I be not 
regenerate and born again, if Ihave not the 
image of God renewed in me, which I loſt 
by the fall, if I anſwer not the end of my 
creation and redemption, if my ſin be not 
mortified, and the power of my corruptions 
abated, 1f grace be not implanted in my 
heart, by the ſpirit of God; if I have not an 
intereſt 1n Chriſt, and a title to glory , if 
the miſtical marriage be not made between 
Chriſt and my ſoul, and my affections {et 


' * upon him ; ufany thing in the world lie nea- 


rer to my heart then he doth, and be beloved 
above him, the time will come, and it wall 
not- be long firſt, that I ſhall wiſh, would 
Gog I had bcen made the toad, and this hos 
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| Upon « Toad. 219 . 
the man, for: then my miſery would have 


ended with my life, when now it 1s like to 


begin at my death, and eternity of torments 
will be little enough to pay the debt which 
I owe; but her debts being nothing but death, 
will be ſoon diſcharged: oh my ſoul, if God 
do not diſtinguiſh thee from wicked men by 
grace, as well as from this toad by reaſon, 
thy miſery will befar worſe then hers, and 
thy \ condition more forlorn : Oh poor man 
whither art thou fallen ? thou waſt in the 
creation made the glory of this Univerſe , 
and all the creatures to be thy ſervants, yea, 
the angels to be Miniſtring ſpirits for thy good, 
and now if God affift not in a new creati- 
on, the meaneſt, and moſt deſpicable of the 
creatures 1s 1n a better condition then thou 
art ; Oh fin, what woful, work haſt thou 
made among us, and of what a bewitched 
nature art thou, and how haſt thou infatu- 
ated us , ſtill to doat upon thee, and to 
think thee lovely ? oh my God, how good 
haſt thou been to me, and how evilly have 
I requited thee for thy good, and how foo- 
liſhly have I behaved my felt ro my own 
foul? thou createdſt me after thine own 
image, in knowledge, righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, and gaveit me dominion over thy 
creatures ; thou madeſt me little lower then the 
angels, and crownedſt me with honour ana dignity, 
Pal. 8.4,5, 6. ſuch I was when I Prey 
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'* 220O Ups a Toad. | - 
. of thy hand, but T have loſt this image, by 
the fall and this ſupremacy, and now this 
poor creature 1s 1n a better condition then] A 
am by nature, and never tranſgreſs thy 


Til 
lawsas I have done, but Lord, thou canſi,, 
renew thine 1mage in me, and bring metaſ.,, 


my primitive happineſs, Lord, do it, then 
ſhall I praiſe thee with unfained lips, that 
thou baſt made —_—— 
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- 46. Med. B#fz occaſionally preſent at the ſi 
& courling 'of a hare, and my af: 
. feQtion being tickled with the ſport, to ſee Þ q| 
what turnings; windings, ſhifts, and cun-fſ ,c 
[Ning evaſions ſhe had to delude her ene-f ,, 
my, and make an eſcape, but all too little; | 
For ſhe after came to be their prey , that , 
fought her life, and to ſuck her bloud : || ;, 
when'I telt my affeQtions thus to heat, || jj 
and cloſe with the fport , I began to} 
check my ſelf for it, and ro oli the Þ 7: 
cafe thus with mine own heart ; vain'man, | , 
- /whatart thou doing ? whither art thou go-Þ 
ing ? art thou in Wind or on the earth, þ 
thatthy affetions are ſo- pleaſed ? is it God Þ i, 
or the creature that gives thee this content* 
laſs, what poor tading periſhing joy. 1s 
this ? and canſt thou finde more delight m 
Pp PEE nz | PI it, 


Upon the courſing of a hare. 22X 
it, then in the ſervice of God , or if com- 
munion with Chrift ? Nay, but art thou 
ſure , that theſe delights are lawfull , if 


TS not thou haſt cauſe to bewail it, the thing 
& may be diſputable 5 was it not the fin of 
& man that brought this enmity and antipa- 

thy between the creatures, and made them 
# thirſt after one anothers bloud ? Reverend 
F- Mr Zolton tels us, this is the judgement 


of the beft Divines , that it was a fruit of 
our rebellion.-againſt -God : now, if this mb 
ſery was; laid upon. them for: our: faults, it: 
ſhould be rather matter of our. -grief then 
ſport, and taking; pleaſure in their bloud,- 
is a vexing of their very vexation, and we 
diſcover ' thoſe weeds and ſeeds. of cruelty 
to be' too rank and' luxurious! 1a the foul, 
and we degenerate jh this below. the - beaſt 
of the field , who ( as it.is obſerved ) take 
not content, in hurting. one another , but 
in caſe.of hunget or 'anger ;. they has 
their appetite and rage, ſometimes , | wit! 

bloud ,. but never their eye or their fancy. 
Is the fruits of our ſin become; the matter. 
of ſport? this conſideration might work /11 
us a contrary effeq,, and I think much 
better; but grant ( for no body will deny 
it ) that we have liberty given us to make 
uſe of this antipathy , for the deftroying of 
hurtfal'creatures, .and the- enjoying ofthoſe 
that are-uſefull, ( as theſe now under _con- 
yh | ſideration Y 
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fidera tion) which no doubt are given to us for 


; food as well as others, and grant that = 
| cannot be ſowell taken any other way , an 
| their fleſh to be beſt when it is thus hun 
ted and chaſed, yer it ſtill remains diſputa- 
ble wherher their death were ever appoin- 
ted by God to be a matter. of ſport, or a 


lawfull recreation to us ; to kill them is 


no doubt lawfull, but to fport our ſelves 
in their death ſeems cruel and bloudy ; to 
delight more 1n ſeeing the ſhifts, the poor 
creature hath to ſave her life, ( an inſtinQ 
Siven her by nature, and to ſee her 1n the 
mouths of her bloud-thirſty enemies , ten- 
ding and tearing her in __ without 
' Mercy,) then they do ir the fleſh it elf, 
which ſhould be ( I think ) the cheifeſt 
end in this ation, ſeems. cruel and bloudy 
recreation : ſuppoſe thou heardeft ſach a 
poor creature giving up the ghoſt to ſpeak 
after this manner ( for it is no abſurdity 
to fain ſuch a ſpeech ) : -oh man , what 
| have II done to thee ? or what evil is found 


in me, that like a cryel enemy thou. ſpor- 
teſt thy ſelf at my death ? I have lived up:. 


on my fathers allowance, and never tranſ- 
reft my maſters will, nor makers laws as 
ou haft done ;- If thou take away my lite, 


whit needft thou make a ſport at my death ? | 


Ff a ſparrow fall aot ro #he ground without Gods 
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 Uponthe courſing of a hare. 123 - 
f apd the manner of it ; and I am part of the 
oods thy maſter commends to *thee as a 
eward, and for which thou muſt give an 
account ; I am thy fellow-creature , made 
of the ſame matter, by the fame hand; ix 
was not all the men.on earth could have 
created me , or given me life, my life was 
given me by God, and now it 1s taken a- 
way in ſport to pleaſe man 3 take heed 
( vain man _) that thus doſt fatiate thy ſelf 
with my bloud, leſt at laſt thy condition 
be worſe then mine, and thy account hea- 
vier 5 my debt is now paid by my death , 
and my own ſufferings , but thine will ne- 
ver be diſcharged by thy ſelf to eternity : 
this pleaſure thou haſt now taken will be 
dearly bought, and this fleſh of mize muſt 
ly be fatisfied for hereafter, if Chriſt be not. 
1 | thy ſurety : nay, O man , thou knoweſt 
& | Bot but there are ſome enenyies, if God Te- 
y ſtrained then not, that do as earneſtly thirſt 
it | after thy bloud as thou haſt done after mine, 
4 | and would: be glad to waſh their hands: in 
-- | it, however the devil is a more cruel bloud 
p- | curlty eneiny to thy foul , then theſe dogs 
{. | afe to my body, and goes aboat day and night 
is | lthe a roaring vow, ſeeting whom he may d:vours 
GS and take heed leſt thole dogs which have 
| tow drunk my bloud , atid are too often 
Þ fed with the. poors portion , and deſerve 
G&ath as well as I, being every way as nox- | 
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224. Upon the labour and pains 


tous, do not riſe up againſt thee another 


day, &c. Oh my ſoul, ſpend no more time 
1n recreation then thou canſt afford, and 
that is but a little , till thy main, work be 
done, and then {pend no more 1n recreati- 


_ on then thy ftate will afford, and that will 


not be much ; 'take heed that the poors 
part be_not deyoured by unprofitable dogs, 


and belyra the, recreation thou ulſeth be 
 'Jawfull, what is cruel 'and bloudy may - be 


ſuſpeRed ; let it be when true need;/j5., 
and to fit thee for thy general or particular 
calling - oh my God , giye 'me--wildome 


_ that]may never delight in any thing that 


offends.-thee ; let mie not 'make.a mock- of 


fin leſt thou call,me fool for my. labour, aw 


laugh at my deſtruftion , and, mock when my 
fear comes ; preſerve me from my; bloud 
thirſty enemies, eſpecialy from faran! that 
hunts after my ſoul. Pp 


—— 


;: Upon the labour and pains men 'thke about 
Id lor . worldly thipgs.': 


4 AMCN THen I-had wearied, and al- 
Win ker moſt ſpent my felt in digging 
delving, and mailing in x Þ garden, and 
had unktted my elf for better , and, more 


neceſſary employments , I began at laſt to 
check my {elf for it, and diſcourſe with ol 
2 
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mea take about wortaly things, 225 
ſelf after this' manner ; vain man, what 
have I been doing ? or how have I ſpent 
my time, and my ſtrength ? is it for heaven, 
or for theearth, for my toal, or for my bo- 
dy ? for this life qr that to come ? 1s there ſo 
much pains needful for a little ſpot of earth, 
which will bring in little, if any advantage? 
what pains then''is neceffary for heaven ? 
have I been ſo -prodigal 'of my. time and 
pains, 'and ſweat, and labour, for thjs poor 
empty nothfag , and yet. negligent in the 
marn concern ? when did'T. take ſo much. 
pains for heaven and happineſs, for; Chriſt 
and glory;''ss F haye done-for theſe trifles ? 
when did I-Qweat thus inf Gods ſervice, and 
ſpend my ſelf thus in doing: his' work ? am, 
I working for a, better otifler ? or is thisa 
more delightful employment, or am T like 
to receive, -op can I expett better wages then 
he gives, , that''I work harder, and: feat 
more then'T”would dd**in* his work, and 
tollow my - buſineſs with more diligence , 
care and indoftry ?_if the whole world be 
really wort#f@*much' labour, pains, and in- 
duſtry, as te beſtowed upon this little 
anfle; this worthleſs plot of ground, what 
pains doth heaven deſerve? itto the obtain- 
ing the whole world deſerves 'one days hard. 
work, fure- heaven deſerves all the-reft ; 


| go0d | things are not had at eaſy rates, the 


more excellent the more difficult : it is foin 
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226 Upon the labour and pains 


earthly  enjoyments; riches cannot .be had 
without {weat_ and pain, without cark and 
care ; nor learning without labour, and ſu- 
dy ; and will heayen be had with a wet fin- 
ger ?. cannot I provide for a. few days with: 
out all 'thjs adoe, and can I proyide for eter- 
nity with leſs labour ? will an; intereſt in 
Chriſt, and a title to glory behad, ſo eaſily ? 
no, no, doubtleſs a flow pace will fall ſhort 
of heayen, and the luggard is neyer-like to 
come there; there muſt. be {triying, running, 
contending, Roi, Or we ſhall nor obtain; 


the kingdome of heavsp ſuffers violence, and the * 


violent rake it by force ; thoſe only that are 
carried. out with ſtrength of a2 10N, after 
Chriſt, ſhall enjoy him ; thoſe are. like to 
have-the pearl, that will haye x-at the har- 
deſt, rates ; though they ll gl to. purchaſe 
if heaven is had by the .yiolent, though 
the earth be inherited by the meek, ' ar: 5. 6. 
choſe that content themſelves with the ſeat 
Mercies here, as-not deſerving any, cannot 
content themſelyes with the greateſt portion 
the world can make up for them, becanſe 


they. know there 1s a better, pqrtion-laid up. 
tor thera” by their father : there; .is;.norhing 


but ereraity that can make us. carranggs 
happy, or ferfefly miſerable ; eternity ad- 
ded to happineſs qr miſery, makes it com- 
plear, and can I attain, the one,. or ayoid | the 
other ſo eaſily ?toyIlom days, and weariſom 
nights 
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mentake about worldly things. 4 227 
nights may rhake us 'willing of. a chanpe; 
but whart'good will a. change do if it be for 
the worſe,* arid not the. better? or how can 
we expett better, 'and not make preparati- 
on for it ?-cah we expet un harveſt that have 
ſown noſed; or 'wages that have done ng 
work ?: can we expect, the prize that never 
run the race 'or, the victory that never en- 


ſelves. and talents inthe' earth, catj we ex- 
pect-they will be there improved ? nay; may 
we-not- expe& a reckoning day; when ay 
wil be taken from us; and given to thoſe 
that are diligerit; and will iniprove them ; 4 
judgiag time 4s comitig wheti out reward 
will be according to our diligerice; and our 
wages according to our work ; if we ſow vi- 
nity, we ſhall reap folly, zf we. ſow to rhe fleſh; 
we ſhell of che fleſh reap corruption, if we ſow to 
the ſpirit we ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting: 
if we” trade only in earthly commodities , 
we. caringt expect rationally ariy other gain, 
but: what they afford, which will never re- 
cornpence the.pains-and care; aid lofs, we 
uſtan' upon; that account '; but if we ſerve 
« better Maſter, we may expe& better wa- 
es : oh-my foul, how juſtly here maiſt thou 
be reproved. for thy diligence in trifles,' and 


| tegle& of the ſubſtance ? thou haſt not only 


kt the world run away with thy time, thy 
lands and thy head, - 7 with thy heart al- 


3 


228 Hpon the Iabour and pains 
fo : uſe the world thou- maiſt, but abuſe it 
thou muſt not, but ſo thou doſt when 
thy afteQions cloke with it , and thou 
committeſt fprritual adultery with it, and 
lodgeſt it in the room where Chriſt ſhould 
lodge; in thy earthly buſineſs thy heart 
ſhould: be in heaven, and thine eye upon 


Chriſt ; 1f thou be diligent, it ſhould be be- | 


cauſe he commands it, and if thou do all in 


obedience to his command,” then doſt thou 


engage him tobe thy pay-maſter, and maiſt 
expetta reward from him , - ever for doing 
thy own work : learn to. make ſome: ſpiritu- 
all uſe. of all thy. earthly enjoyments,- then 
by. diyine meditation thou maiſt enjoy hea- 
ven: upon earth, yea, extraCt heaven out of 
the earth, and: God ont of the creature; that 
muſt needs be a rich ſoul that can with the 
bee extract honey- out of every weed and 


flower : oh my God, I muſt confeſs, I have 


been:grofsly faulty , not only for ſpending 
my.time. and.ſtrength upon vanities, but 
letting out my a 


Lord ſuffer me no longer to ramble from thee, 
gather in my ſcattered affeftions to thy ſell, 


= 
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be 


Lord, if thou. wilt,” thou canſt make me 


5 Elean, let me ſee-moreexcellency-in thee then 


the world can ſhew, this will engage' my 
heart to-rhee forever. | 


Hpon 
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Upon the dilligence of the ſpider. 


48. Med. 1 Bſerving the induſtry iti 

| Ons and painful labour of 
the ſpider ,' a' contemptible creature, how 
buſy ſhe was in weaving her nets, howin- 


 duftrioufly ſhe plys her work, and though 


oftentimes ſhe meet with diſappointments, 
had her work ſpoiled , and her ſelf indan- 
gered's yet never a whit diſcouraged , or 

iſheartned, ſhe begins again ; this is, one 
of theſe four things that Solomon had obſerved 
ix the earth, that were little but wife, 8c. the 
ſpider-that taketh hold with her hands, and & in 


Kings palaces, Pro. 30. 24. &c. ſhe doth her 


work painfully, and curiouſly ſpins. ( faith 
One ) a finer thred then a woman can .do, 
builds a finer houſe then a man can do, in 
manner and form like 'an Emperours tent ; 
ſhe draws her web: out of her own. bow- 
els : When I-had a while pleaſed my ſelf 
with-the curioſity of the work , and com- 
mended the diligence of the workman ,. I 
began to conſider what her end might be 


of all this pains , or what benefit did ac-. 
crue to her by this her rg, [199] ? 1 could 
gueſs at no other ; or at leaft no higher .+- 
aa end, then to imake'a net 'to catch flys 
, which I ſaw became her priſoners ,- whe” 
otherwiſe ſhe could not take them , and 
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'230 pon the ailigence of the ſpider. ; 
when they were in her power , ſhe pro- 
ved their mortal enemy, tew eſcaping her 


with life : j perceived, that. when -:the Bee 


Jaboureth to preſerve life , her - work was 
to deftroy .; I:thought-whey. 1 had conſide- 
red it, her work did much:reſemble'the de- 
vils, for, he like the ſpider.is| exer buſy” and 


| . never well employed, ji he gaer about Tie 4 
- ringlpos Jang whontke may dep Per 


5. $, he envies man-the- happineſs that he 
Joſh, he is;that-: vecumous ſpider: that poy 
ons us, his; very, breath is infetions ; the 
nets and ſnares. are, bis: temptations, atid 


- 


poor ſouls are. the-flys. he hunts for, which: 
fall faſter into his .nets.;- then” flys do''into: 
the ſpiders webs, and- when: they areat his 


mer Cy nothi ng will ſerve; : but: their death 


P 
- 


Fiſher,” baits his hooks, and. like a fowler 
ipreds his nets to catch unwary; ſouls, and 
paxes none 3 high agr.low, rich; nor. poor, 


young por old, tair: not; foul, but- he hath 
one bait or other ſited to their condition} 


be attemps all, Chriſthimſelf: not excepted; 


4 0 


for whom he prepared oge of his choileſt, 
ſeldom: , 


failing baits: ;*. «-chis wik. 7 give thee , 
but all in vain+” bis .wildedire. Fell upon 
wet tinder 5. although a thouſand times ten 
thouſand have. been; taken with it, yer like 


2 great fly te broke; through; and Tpoil'd: 


the web, and by the, irength, of che' Cap- 


and utter deſtruQion ; he like a: cunning 
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tain, Chriſtian ſouldiers- alſo break his 
nets, repell his temptations \, and become 
more then conquerors-;' he'yet infeas a 
great part of the world; with 'the - poyſon 
of this temptation; and-1t & a rafe man 
that eſcapes-; - ſomerimes ,- yea too fre- 
quently he- baits4his hooks" with 2* beauti- 

11 woman,. and-is'toofucceſeful-*Yhys he 


fiſht for a ry 9 eautiful 
Dalilah ; for a holy Davida, with a*"Rathſbe- 
hah ; and wiſe Solomoi was oft deceiy -by 


this bate, and'/ſyallowed this'Hook >fome- 
times he catcheth mer with's 'goklen hook ; 
thus he did ban,” Fudar, Hanis and” Se 
thira, with Dapp«e, and matiy others **{ome- 
times he baits with honours, 'an#/then #m- 
bitious Herod will ſoon bite, as Ho Himan, 
Achitophel , and many -tiore ;. ſometimes 
with pleaſures, and then the youth are 1n 


danger : A poor withering gourd is a temp+ 


tation to Fonch., and” makes him quarrel 
with God himſelf; friends and' relations of- 


ten prove ſore temptations, and dangerous 
ſnares to a man ; a beloved *hiisband”, 2 
dear wife , a cockered childe; & near "and 


dear relation , ofttimes are made uſe of to 
undo thoſe ta whom, the greatcſt love is 
pretended ; Fobs. wife though The couldFnor 
prevail to ruine- him,” Fer ſhe- proved a hea- 
vy burthen ro him ; but Sy relations 
undid him, in making him to deny Chriſt : 

TR P 4 Peter 
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232 Upon the dHijgence of the ſpider. 
Peter that great Apoſtle was: an. offence to 
Chriſt himſelf , in: adviſing, him- to ſpare 
himſelf and. not, to: ſuffer, no doubt by the 
inſtigation of fatan,',. but Chriſt, anſwers 
him with 1ndignation ; ger. thee: hehinde me, 
ſatan, thou art. an offence t0 me, far, thou ſavou- 
reſt. 204 the things that be of Goa, but thoſe that 
be of men, Mat.,16..23- tie eaGly.;ſaw the 
devil.in-a beloyed friend, and many times 
ſatan. ſpeaks to-us by.them /; : many times a 
profeſſed Chriſtian , yea,. one good: man is 
a ſnare 40, anotheri,.leading/ them. into er- 
rours-or faCtions;i;; but ef all.:the baits the 
devil uſes, riches ,.honours , and. pleaſures 
are the {ureſt,, and; ſeldomeſ fail him ; by 
this he often. buys -mens ſouls. , and hath 
their profeſſion out-of. their! hands into the 
bargain; meat .and drink are. neceſfſaries , 
yet . many. mens. tables \becomes their ſnare : 
Cloathes are needful, but this alſo proves a 
temptation to pride ;. learning and parts al- 
ſo, which are great ornaments tothe minde, 
become. dangerous i{nares ;. yea, what can 
be named', but: may . be abuſed ; and what 
enjoyment can we'have , but-the devil will 
fliy-blow 1t, 'grace--it 1elf- 15 not. free, nay, 
humility ſometimes! proves an excitement to 
pride: O the ſubtilty of ſatan, that can thus 
cheat the ſoul andfly-blow all our duties: and 
oh the mercy. of a.merciful [Saviour ,* that 
hath broke the nets; of this-cunning hun- 
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Upon the diligence of the ſpider. 233 


ter, or otherwiſe none could ever have eſ- 


caped - out of his'hands-; oh my ſoul , be- 
ware of thoſe ſnares which are ſpread for 
thy feet in every place, in every company z 
in every-enjoyment, and in. every duty ; 
walk: as circumſpeRly ' as thou wouldft do 
amidſt \{nakes', and ſerpents-,- or enemies 
that fought thy life ; ſeep not: in the cra- 
dle of ſecurity, liſten-not to the Syren-ſongs 
of the inchanting world, taſte not , touch 
not, gaze not upon any. forbidden - fruit ; 
the devil will deceive thee by* it, as he did 
Foe : though it ſeem ſweet 1n the mouth 
It will be 'gravel in the ſtomack : be mode- 
rate in the uſe of lawfull things , or they. 
will - prove unlawful. : drink: not poyſon in 
a golden cup, ſet*not thy affections upon 


any earthly enjoyment, they will prove like 


Dalilahs ;, to betray thee into thy enemies 
hands : oh my God, I walk among ſnares, 
and am apt to be.taken in them, be thou 
my guide: , and dire& my ſteps ', preſerve 
me from the ſnare of. the fonler, he 1s too 
cunning for me, -but*thou knoweſt how to 
deliver me-,' and* to preſerve 'my ſoul from 


| finning', and my feet from'falling. 


334 


Upon ſmall fs caught in 4 ſpiders web. 


49:44ed. Had very | | 
V V web, and{erjoully.cop rc 
the end it was made for, hi Cod | a ) 
(cemed to me' tobe principally, it not only 
to catch flys, and to Captivate thole .littls 
creatures, which otherwiſe were tog. qutak 


for her ; I then obſerved the event, and - 
this' little fowler could this way. be 


whet 
recompenſed for all the pains ſhe had taken: 
I:{aw upon diligeot obſervation, how {mall 
fiys were taken, and made a prey to their 
poyſonous enemy, who paid their ranſoms 
with their lives, yet whether they were the 
food ſhe fed upon, or whether it were an 
innate antipathy-ia hey to them ,- that. thus 
ſhe ſought their deſtruFion, I was nat well 
able todiſtern ; but withall I ebſerved, that 
the great flys brake through the net, and 
ſometimes þare away both the weaver, and 
the web, as Szmoſox did the gates and poſts 
of Gaza, and-{o the workmgn and the work 
were like to perthh together ; this. minded 
me of the ſaying of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 9. 15, 


(16. the wicked is ſrared in the work, of his own 


hands, the heathen are ſunk down into the pit 
that they made, in the net that they hid is their 
own foot taken ; 1 conſidered that many times 
God by his proyidence. doth thus diſpoſe os 
 —_ | thc 
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. Upon ſmall flys caught in a ſpiders web. 235. 
the cruel enemies of his Church, and thoſa 
that thirſt after the blood of his. Saints, zhep. 
have had blood, even their own blood to drink , 
Rev. 16.6. ſo righteous is God in his judg+ 
ments , and ſo true in his word ; thus. it. 
was with Phargob, that ſought the deſtruQi- 
on of rael, he and his army were overthrow 

- 10 the Red-ſea : Adonibezek that had cau et 
threeſcore and ten" kings , haviag their thumbs, 
and there great toes cut off, to gather meat un- 


'der his table, was requited in hike manner, 4 


the men of Z#dah, Fadg.6,7. thus it was wit! 


Himan, he procured a decree to cut; off all: 


the Fews, and made a, gallows fifty cubits, 
high to hang Aordeca? upon , but he him- 
ſelt was hanged upon it, and his own friends 


and relations were deſtroyed. Thus.it was. 


with Dazzels-perſecutors, he. was delivered, 
out of the Lions den, and they. were caſt in ; 
ſo the flames lickt up the men that. threw 
the three Worthies into the fiery furnace , 
but had no power 'upon them : Phalexs pe- 
riſht in his brazen Bull, the wark of his own: 
hands , invented 'to 'torment 'others ; thus 
Tomyris dealt by Cyrms, and the Parthians by 
Craſſus, and the Romans by thoſe Jews that 
cryed out, his blood be upon #5, and npor our 


thildren ; and ſo God by his providence | 


 dealed with our gun-powder: conſpirators , 
"and fo let thine implacable enemies periſh, oh 
God + this Obſervation alſo brought to my 
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236 Upon ſmall flys caught in a ſpiders web, 
miride what IT had ſomewhere read, and of- 


ten heard, by way of complaint , of our 


Engliſh laws, -viz. that they were like unto 
ſpiders webs, which hold the little flys, but 
eofariar ones break through, or like fiſhers 
nets" rather, where the little Hſhes creep 
through, and the great ones break through; 
and 1 thought the compariſon | not. unkit : 
the laws themſelves T know would hold the 
createlt malefaQor, were ..not thoſe that 
{thould execure them partiall; ofttimes fear 
or favour , makes them hin net, and 
Is go their prey ;, how oft may, we leepar- 
ture ; this is my friend, thatis my. kinsman, 
deal ; ently with the young m14n for py Jake : how 
oft have I ſeen a poor man ſtockt tor ſwearing 
and' drunken neſt, -and well they deſerved it, 
but his worſhip, or his. honour, guilty of 


_ the famecrimes, brake through. the net, and 


eſcaped ſcot free, and was .neither puniſhed 
in _ nor. purſe, yea, though. they offen- 
ded 


in the Magiſtrates preſence : but whe- 


ther worſhipful-titles: will bear them out al- 
{o before the judgmeat-ſeat-of God, is wor- 
thy enquiry : there is no ſuch exceptions in 
Gods law, let him ſuffer except he be a 
Gentleman, nay, it is an aggravation to the 
fauſt of ſuch a one, who may well be pre- 
fumed to have better knowledge, and better 
breeding then others, or otherwiſe I know 

| not 


riality fit as judge in ſome. courts of Judica- 
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Upon ſmall flys caught in a fpiders web, 237 
not what gentility ſignifies 3 and he that 
knows his. Maſters will and: doth 1t not, 
ſhould be beaten with many ſtripes; I have 
read of a Gentleman being condemned to 
death, for a flagitious crime, 'and pleading 
for- a miitrigation of his puniſhment becauie 
he was a Gentleman, the Judge yldetbies 
but this favour, ; that he ſhould be hanged 
upon a higher gallows then the other were 3 
and I fear the Eccleſiaſtical Courts are: not 
much better , -perhaps much, .worſe ,, poor 
ones are a prey. not worth, keeping,. great 
ones are too big to be held,, the middle ſort 
of fiſh beſt ſuits, the net, ..and pleaſeth the: 
palat ; oh my ſoul, think. not to eſcape; at 
the judgment-leat of God, -by : any .external- 
priviledge', the ſoul that franeth; tt. ſhall. dyes, 
whether high or low, rich or ' poor-;z-thow 
aſt a rightequs Judge to be. tryed by,' that 
will not be corrupted by gold nor gain, ; who 
will hear overs again all the caules'tryed.u - 
cur Courts -.of Judicatory,. and parhaps. pals - 
another ſentence ; if thy-cauſe be, good, ;he 
will not condemn thee ; oh my God, ablolye 
me in thy Court, and nq. matter, if man 
condemn me, ; but if thou condemn me; there: 
IS none can acquit me. | | 
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- Upon the worthieſueſs of # ſpiders web- 
50. OTIS I confideted further the 


| | fo diligence, and the un- 
weafied pains of the ſpider, yea, the fineneſs of 
the thread, ahd the curt fi y of the work , 
and how ſhe drew it out of her own bow- 
els, and yet notwithſtanding how uſeleſs 
and unprofitable it was, If a man ſhould 
rake a garment of it, it would neither wear 
well, nor keep-warmt or dry, neither can it 
ſhelter from -winde or ſtorm 3 if he make 
ariotr of it, 'it 'cannor deferid' him 5 if we 
Tſear-upon it, it catinot ſupport -us ; if we 
fall upon it, it cannot bear us up; neither 
cart it- ſtand before the beſome , but it is 
ſodon-rent and ſpoiled, and ofttimes the work 


and the workman, the weaver and the web, 
are caſtboth together into the fire ; I thought. 


it xcſemibled the world, and the things of 
theworld; for of this it is the devil makes 
his net to catch fouls, which art the flys he 
hants-after, which in 'it ſelf conſidered is 
vain and tranfitory, too poor a refuge to 
traft' to, either for temporal deliverance, or 
eternal happineſs; yet many like'the ſpider 
ſpend themſelves to weave their web, and 
event draw it out of their own bowels, yea, 
their yery hearts goes along with it, and 
if 8 meet with a proſperous ſucceſs, = 
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Upon the worthleſneſs of a ſpigers web. 239 | 
| like the rich man, Zx#.12.16. &c. ſing a 
requiem to their ſouls, and promiſe thett- 
ſelves 2 great deal of happineſs ; when alas, 
Gods beſome of deftruttion ſudenly comes, = 
and ſweeps away . both the work and the - 
workman in a foment, and'caſts:both into 
the fire, yet many? ſpider-like-puttheir truſt 
in theſe webs of their own-..making , 'and 
think they may eat, drink, and-be merry, 
&ec. right Epicures, that” make their gut 
their God, and eat that 99 earth-they rhuſk 
digeſt in hell: their glafs is run, when they 
think it is but new turned; then ſhall they 
findez though. roo late , that cheie money 
will do nothing, anddeath witknot be hired, 
but virhroonſoeſs alone will deliver from death. 
Solomons tells us Pro. 18. 1t. the rich mans 
weelth is his ſtrong-hold, and high walls in his own 
coxceit, but. wealth is never true to: thoſe 
that truſt it, and-cannort- help in the eviÞ 
day, Zeph. 1.18. but if fin lie at the four 
dation 5 though the walls -bemade never {6' 
high;- they will tumble down, #&:. 75. 
ene is man that truſteth in men, and maktth 
| flefs his arm, and whoſe hears deparieth from the 
ling God ; arid truly , of ſack refuges' we 
may ſay as' ob of the ſpiders web, F0b:8:13, 
I4, 15. if « mentexn upon hi houfe, it fſpull not 
ſtand; thowh the hold it faſt # foull not endure © 
moſt men_.like to a drowning man, lay hold 
upon fomething' ro ftay them, and to bear 
up 
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240 | Upon the worthleſazſ5 of z foiders web, 

up. their heads above water, but if it be-not 
upon; the Zord Zehovah, it will do them no 
g00d,. but prove like :to Zpiptiax reeds, not 


only break, but run1ato their hands; ſhould 
we truſt in- Princes, or Parliaments, in :ar- 


al}, rot beconiti «garment, neither ſhall they. co* 
p their work, 1t 1s too thin to: 
ſhelerthemfroma ſhower of divine juſtice; 
and..too ſhort- to cover their: 'nakedneſs , 
Plek' 3 3.16, 17 there: is 20; king aetivered by 
16; multitude of ani hoſt, a mighty. man is not 
elivered by much: fkrength i a horfe is 4 vain 
thing-for ſafety, neithti Ball be deliver anyby his 
g rap frenges : what then is the: reſult of all; 


* 


ver themſelves wit 


but:this, Z2r.3. 23. traly in vain # (alvation 
hoped. for fromthe hills ," and from the 'nudti> 
tude of mbuntains,. truly in the Zord our Got is 
the ; ſalvation of Iſrael, Pſab. 121. 2. my help 
. cometh \from the.' Lord which-made: heaven and 
eaxth.; and as: for temporals, fo for ſpirituals: 
he;hat truſts: for falvation from any thing 
but God, will ere long finde his miſtake 
| all 
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8 Upon the worthleſae(s of a ſpiders web. tix 
and yet how many build their hopes upon 
a ſandy foundation, and truſt' ty a broken' 
ſtaff, ſome to Church-priviledges , becauſe 
they are. baptized, and po to Church, they 
think they muſt needs:go (to heaven, and 
that God wrongs them. if he do nor. ſave 
them : they -are like the Zews, that though 
they 4d ſteal, murther, and commit. adultery ; 
ind ſwear falſly, and. burn incenſe to Baal, and 
ferved other Gods, yet they cryed out the term- 
ple of the Lord, the temple of tho "Lora, Fer. 7: 
44 6,7: when they forgot the Lord -of 'the 
temple, and diſobeyed him) yet they, thought 
themſelves ſecure; but what ' was Simon 
Magus the better for his baptismal water 
when he was ſtill: /- the gall of bitterneſs, and - 
bonds of iniquity ? 1s the making of. the co- 
venant worth any thing, if it be not kept? 
it doth but encreaſe the guilt,, -and add'to 
theit damnation -: ſome truſt for falvatiort 
to a good nature, a good diſpoſition, a good 
meaning , metr civility, . conimon « honeſty, 
and _ think it is ſufficient 3. I ami neither 
whor& nor thief (faith ont ) and whit then, 
muſt thou needs be” ſaved ? do all go to hea- 
ven that avoid theſe ſins ? this is good news 
for many heathens; otherstruſt to humane. 
learning, external gifts and parts -: but. the. 
greateſt enemies that ever Chriſt had in the 
world, were men of great learning, and pro- 
found natural parts, the Philoſophers of. old, 
Q-  Seribes 
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Scribes and Phariſees, yea, the Jeſuits at this 
day, others truit to a bare profeſſion of re- 
ligion, with. the fooliſh virgins, but all this 
is. but to a ſpiders web; oh my ſoul, reſt not 
upon theſe rotten props, or deceitful webs, 
for temporal ſafety or eternal ſalvation, for 
they will deceive thee ; they are not the 
Lord Zehovah who is thy only refuge : lay 
thy foundation. upon that rock, that 1s higher 
then thee, fo neither winde nor weather, 
ſorms nox-tempeſts can moleſt thee : all o- 
ther foundations are ſandy, and will down, 
they are Egiptian reeds, and will break in 
thy hand ifthou lean upon them : truſt Gods 

ower .and providence, and his other attri- 
Jutes, TH 6 temporal preſervation, and 
roul thy {elf upon the merits .and righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt for thy eternal welfare, then 
wilt thou be happy here, and hereafter : oh 
my God, pardon my fin and folly in ex- 
pecing falyation from the hills, and from the 
_ #zonntains, 11 truſting to this and that arm of 
 Heſh for temporal ſalvation, and leaning up- 


on this and thae ſpiders web for eternal |. 


falvation'; Lord affiſt me for the time to.come, 
to commit both. foul and body to thy {lf 
who only canſtprovidefor me.- 
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Upon the painful and laborious B ce. 


+1. Med. N Hen I obſerved the buſy 

VV.7 labourtous bee , h_—_ 
painful and diligent ſhe was in her em- 
ploymenr ; and how induſtriouſly ſhe buſi- 
ed her ſelf, and how laborioutly ſhe toiled;- 
and moiled from morning to night 1n ga- 
thering both honey, and wax, which when 
ſhe had gotten , ſhe was as induſtrious ut 
the diſpoſal of it ; I obſerved how curious, 
how carefull , how exquiſite the was in 
furniſhing her little cell , with the provi- 
ſion ſhe had got by her hard labour in 
building her combs; placing her honey, dif- 
poſing her young ones, and feeding them; 
and was ſo exat in all her labours , that 
the art or wit of man cannot reach her; 
nor eret ſo exatt a fabrick out of ſuch, ma- 
terials, {0 uniform that nothing redundant; 
nothing deficient doth appear, and in all 
her little boxes ſo exatt a {ymetry doth ap- 


. pear, as is admirable to behold, and beyond 


my Skill to declare ; ſhe is ſo painful and 
diligent , that from. morning till . night 
whenſoever ſeaſonable weather . doth per- 
mit, ſhe is ever idle ; . but either \ within 
door- or without; is buſily employed, yea 
the very firſt day ſhe is. placed in her new 
habitation ſhe rids and cleanſfeth it, decks _ 
._&z2 - _- 
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244 Uponthepainfull and laborious Bee. 
and adorns it , and makes it fit to begin 
her work, and from that day they all join 
heart and hand, / as we-ſay ) in the work, 
and jointly and ſeverally , all ſtudy and en- 
deavour the common good ; ſome order and 
government alſo there ſeems to be among 
thoſe poor inſeQs, not only in their labour, 
where no one 1s to live idlely , but alſo in 
reſiſting the common enemy ; as we may 
ſee , how unanimouſly they ſet againſt the 
idle waſp, and at the time of the year a- 
gainſt the ſluggiſh drone : I obſerved alſo 
in ſwarming times, how unanimouſly they 
agreed, and followed their leaders , where 
they fled they followed ; and where they 
knit or lodged, there they aboad alſo ; and 
that no quarrelling nor jarring ariſe among 
them 3 yea, when one was wronged , the 
\ Other ſought revenge : I obſerved alſo in 
their work, how they gathered honey both 
from flowers and weeds, and ( as I thought ) 
made little difference , but extracted the 
quinteſcence of them tor their own ule, 
and that_without any wrong to the owner, 


or dammage ( ſo far as I could perceive ) 


to the hearb or flower-; theſe and: ſome 
ſuch like conſiderations and obſervations , 
rnade me- to think , it did much reſemble 


a well ordered common-wealth , or a well: 


regulated City, Corporation , .or Commu- 
#ity of perfons; or a family wherein all 
| | the 
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the members ſtudy the common good, ra- 
ther then their own private intereſt , and 
lay out themſelves one for the good of ano-- 
ther, and be all touched with the ſence of 
others infirmitys , and when one ſuffers all 


ſuffer ; but alaſs, where are ſuch a people 


to be found, that bear ſuch a ſpirit for the 
publike good ? for all ſeek their own , . Phil. 
2. 21. yea, Chriſtians themſelves that are 
united each to other in a ſtricter band then 
any other community whatſoever, are much 
wanting here , and might learn hence a 
leſſon of brotherly .love and unity , they 
ſhould be like affettioned one to another , and 
mourn with thofe that mourn, and rejoyce with 
theſe that rejoyce, Rom. 12. 15. they ſhould 
be like lute-ſtrings when one 1s touched all 
the reſt ſound ; .like to ingenious children 
when one is beaten , the reſt all cry : the. 
Apoſtle adviſeth, 1 Cor. 1o, 24. let no mar 
ſeek his own , but every man anothers wealth, 
"Phil. 2. 4. look wot every one on his own 
things, but every man alſoon the things of others : 
the very heathens could fay , we were not 
born for our ſelves but for others good ©: but 
alaſs, this ſhews man as man 1s degene- 
rate , even below the beaſt, yea, inſenfible 
creatures ,. the ſun, moon , ſtars, .carth , 
beaſts, birds, fiſhes, who ſeem to be crea» 
ted for qthers uſe, and not their own good : 
Paul himfelf could finde no man like .Y7mo- 
En Q3z thy, 
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thy, to take care for the ſtate of the Church, 
for all ( faith he ) ſeek their own things , and 
ot the things of Chriſt, Tit. 2. Ig. 20, 21. 
Theſe poor inſets alſo reſemble a diligens 
Chriſtian , that improves every. thing tor 
his Maſters glory , and the inriching. of 
his own ſoul, and gathers honey from flow- 
ers and weeds, a6 here the flothful Chri- 
ſian may be ſent to ſchool to the Bee , as 
Solomon lends him to the azt, to learn dili- 
gence , for both theſe provide in ſummer 
for winter, and there are too many ſuch 


duſt-heaps' in the world, fuch fluggards 


that are degenerated below the beaſts them- 
ſelves : There is great reaſon why men 
ſhould be more diligent then theſe , their 
Silligrnce is for the Pal , the others for the 

ody, they are in greater danger if jdle ; 
the Bee works for honey, the other for 
heaven ; if the one want, death ends her 
miſery ; if the other want , death begins 
his torment : theſe poor creatures have no- 
thing to excite them but a natural inſtinct, 
| but man hath the uſe of reaſon , the dire- 
Qions of the Scripture , and the aſſiſtance 
of the ſpirit, Miniſtry, conſcience, &. to 
animate him : theſe have indeed flowers 
and herbs, trees and weeds, ec. to gather 
honey from, man hath a larger field to 
wander over, even the whole: creation will 
ſupply him : there is not a ſtock, or ſtone, 
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or dead tree, or withering branch , or fal- 
ling leaf or decaying flower, but will yield 
him honey, if he have the heavenly art of 
extracting it ; they are feeble creatures: 
man is indewed with more ftrensth ; we 
have a better prize before us, and have ber- 
ter help : we can work by day , or by 
night, in winter and ſummer, in froſt and 
ſnow, when they are hindred, and yet th 
our ſhame be it ſpoken, they are more dj- 
ligent , and we more negligent ; oh my 
ſoul, how may theſe poor inſeQts riſe -up 
in judgment againſt thee , and condemn 
thee : thou haſt paſt the ſpring, the lower 
of thy age, and done little, winter is draw- 
ing on apace , what proviſion haſt thou 
made ? the night approcheth , when no 
man can work ; what honey haſt thou got- 
ten ? thou haſt had as ſeafonable a ſummer 
3s moſt in the world have had, and a long 
harveſt , and yet art thou unfurniſhed : 
what will be the iſſue of it ? will the ſfea- 
fan of grace always laſt ? the bridegroom 
1s coming, where 15 thy oyl ? the marriage 
teaſt is near, where is thy -wedding gar- 
ment ? oh my God, Ne: my former 
negleas, and miſpence of precious time : 
Lord, keep me cloſe to my work, my little 
time that yet remains, and facceed. me in 
it, that I may gather honey againſt the winter 
comes, and may not be unprovided at death. 

Q 4 Upon 
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- Upon the taſte of honey. 
$2. Med. AJ Hen I had a little conſidered 


FO ET ibs the workman, and the-work; 
I deſired to taſte: of the: frutts of her labours, 
but- when J had taſted of the honey ,. and 
found the {weetneſs of it, and-caſt mine eyes 
upon: the little workman, a: poor ſmall in- 
ſect, a contemptible fly, that yet may chal- 
lenge all- the artiſts in the world by their 
Chymiſtry-'to extra& ſuch excellent food 
out, of ſtinking, weeds, - ſinks, dunghills, 
and other filthy places as fhe doth, and that 
without the help: of fire, or any other inſtru- 


ment than what God hath indewed ber with: 


and when it is extracted, 'to place and di- 
ipoſe of -it in ſuch an excellent order and 
comely: manner as ſhe doth ; for ſhe fuirniſh- 
eth her houſe ſo-exquiſitly, ſo'uniformly as 
ſhe doth, -that one little-hole or cell cannot 
be found in the whole fabrick- in a diforder- 
ly form, and-all the materials being taken 
from ſuch. varieties of flowers, herbs, and 
weeds, the quinteſcence being extraQed, 1s ſo 


orderly diſpoſed, the waxto.build the houſe, 


and the honey -to furniſh it, that it is won- 
_ derful to behold, - and yet the herbs and 
flowers thus robbed, to our knowledge re- 
ceive no detriment, nor -their- owners 10 
dammage; for ' when it is goOne it cannot. bo 
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| Hpon the taſte of honey. 249 
miſt. When I conſidered alſo, the vertues 
and the operations both of the honey, and 
wax, the work of theſe poor creatures, how 
uſeful and beneficiall it was, not only for 
food, but for phyſick,” and ſurgery, and for 
many other uſes, it made me cry out, the 
finger of God, the finger of God, that hath 
inftructed ſuch a poor fly in ſuch an excel- 
lent art as this is, and made them ſo pain- 
ful, ſo diligerit, for the. good of man, to 
help them to what they. -could not;:other- 


; wiſe have, nor well be without ; but if God 


be the ſchoolmaſter, no matter who be the 
{chollars, all the men on earth cannot do 
the like, much leſs teach another fly this 
art, nay, we finde God himſelf ſeems to 
glory in this creature, how ſmall ſoever, 
as well as in the great Zeviathan, and Uni 
corn, and Behemorh, Fob. 4.1.1.6. and 40.15. 
and 35.9. When he commends Canaap , he 
frequently calls it , 4 /and- flowing with milk. 
and boney, which is the glory of all lands, Exod. - 
8, 17. ard 33.3. Lev. 20. 24. and many 0- 
ther places. In other Scriptures allo we 
may ſee it commended; Pro. 24.13. my fon 
eat honey, becanſe it is good , and the honey- 
comb- which « ſweet to thy taſte : thus Chriſt 
accepting the duties, and delighting in the | 
graces of his people, tells us, Cazf.5.r. He 
hath. eatet his honey-comb with his honey, and hath 
drunk bis 'wine with his milky and calls upon 


| < 
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his friends to drink abundantly alſo; I con- 
ſidered alſo, how good God was to us.( as 


well as unto Canaan) in Exeland, that have 
ſuch ſtore of theſe bleſſings as well as them, 
and wondred that our provoking ſins had 
not forced him to deal by us, as he hath 
' dealt by them, and to make our land ſpew 
us out alſo, yea, to lay a curſe upon the 
land: alſo, as he did upon theirs, for it is 
conceived that Fudes 15 at tius day far more 
| barren, and ſterile, then heretofore it was ; 
ſo true 1s that of the Pſalmift, Pal. 107. 33. 
34. He turneth rivers mto0 a wilderneſs, and 
the water-(prines into dry ground, a fruitful land 
znto barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them that 
dwelt therein. TI conſidered alfo, if there be 
{o much ſweetneſs in the creature what is 
in the Creator ? this being but a ſhadow 
and reſemblaace of his'1nfinite perfetions, 
all-the excelfency that 1s in the creature be- 
ing but a drop to this ocean, a ray to this 
\ ſun, and a ſpark to this fire ; the Word of 
God which 1s a manifeſtation of his will, 
is by David ſaid to be ſweeter then honey and 


the honey comb , better then thouſands of gold | 


and ſilver, Pſal. 19.10. and 119. 72. 103. 
Fob. 23.12. 7 have not gone back, from the 
commandemonts of his tips, 1 have eſteemed the 
words of. his mouth more then my neceſſary foos: 
oh, how ſweet then is God himſelf to an 
hungring ſoul ? what are the longings, pan- 
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tings, faintings, yernings of a believer after 
his God, who is the very life of his ſoul, 
yea, never did poor infant more longingly 
defire his mothers breaſt, or thirſty earth 
covet the drops of rain, or thirſty man cry 
out for drink, then a thirſting foul doth at- 
ter the word which is the ſincere milk to 
feed it, x Pet. 2.2, or atleaſt wiſe after God 
in the word 3 ſte the pantings of David, 
Pſal. 42.1. as the hart panteth after the watey- 
brooks, (o panteth my ſoul after thee, O God : my 
ſoul thirſteth for God, even for the living God, 
when ſhall I come. and appear before Got: and 
no wonder, where there is life there muft 
be food ; and God is the food of the ſoul, 
and in the Ordinances, the ſoul feeds upon 
him, here they have a foundation for their 
faith, hope, and confidence, to build upon, 
the promiſes are their food in their journey 
to heavenly Canaan, as Mannah was to /ſract 
in the wilderneſs, the word is their fathers 
legacy wherein are promiſes for this lite, 
and that to come ; and yet alas, moſt men 
look upon it as if it did not concern them : 
oh my ſoul, 1s the Word of God ſo fweet, 
and ſo precious to the Saints, how is it to 
thee? how ſtands thy ſtomack affeRed to it ? 
is it ſweet to thy taite ? if not, ſurely it isa 
ſigne of a diſtemper : remember the days of: 
old, when thou did{t trayail many miles t5 
bear the word, it .Was precious in ys, 

| avs, 
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days, and thou fedſt upon it greedily : is it 
Not as {ſweet fill? furely the fault is not in 
ir,' but in thy ſelf, take: heed leſt if thoy 


play with thy meat, God take it from thee; 
perhaps thou ifeed'ſt but upon the husk of Y 


duty, and not upon the kernel, upon the 
bare out-ſide performances, and not upon 
God in the duty, and: this makes thee like 


1ſrael to loath: this dry' Mannih : take heed 


for the time to come, remember from" whence 
"thou art fallen, and repent, ind do thy firſt work: 
oh my God, diſcover thy ſelf more unto me 
in thine ordinances ; let me feed upon thee 
in the duty, then will my appetite be re- 
newed, and my ſoul ſhall long after this 
bread of life, and my 'graces which ngw 


. ftandata ſtay ſhall then grow and flouriſh; © 


— — 
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o—_ — ſtung by the Bee when 1. 


| went to taſte of the honey , 1 

began to think , that thus it 'is with all 
_ earthly enjoyments , there is' no pure un- 
mixed pleaſure to be had in this world , 
there is in' the beſt but a little pleaſure , 
and much pain, a little honey and. many 
Rings: the devil I know, many times hides 
the four, and preſents the ſweet ; and makes 
fig look amiable-and pleaſagt , and repre- 


ſents 
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ſents the world 1a a beautiful dreſs ,-and' 
promiſes pleaſure but pays pain : Ml this 
( faith he ) will 7 give thee, to Chriſt, when 


4 his intention was, to wrack and ruine both 
him, and us, and whoſoever. wal ſwallow 


the bait , will be taken with the hook : ſin 
( like the Parther ) hides its head being de- 
formed, and then allures by. the paint and 


| varniſh, which the devil hath put upon it, 


and ſo takes many captives, who neyer re- 
member the ſting 1n the tail : we are apt 
ofttimes to dream of golden days , and an 
earthly paradice when it proves but a Ba- 
chin, a place of lamentation, avalley of tears ; 
when the paint and-varniſh:is- waſht off, ſin 
will appear in its own colqurs, and the cheat 


| will appeer ; though it ſeem: ſweet and plea- 


{ant in the mouth, it will be bitter in the- 
belly ; and if.we graſp the world tco hard, 


It will like thorns run into-tfe- hands, nay, 
{| picrce, to the heart : proſperity is always . 


attended with: danger, and many times ſuc- 
ceeded: with ſmart ;' honours-end oft in dif- 
grace , riches are attended with cares and 
fear and certain troubles ': i: the midſt: of 
laughter the. heart''is ſorrowfull;cand the end. of 
that mirth is heavineſs, Pro. 14.13. nulla 'eft 
ſincera wvoluptas, of carnal pleaſures (as one 
faith ) a man may. break his neck , before. 
his faſt, they all--prove vanity: avd wexation 


but 
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but not warm the heart, {mooth the brow, 
but not fill the breaſt ; they are but from 
the teeth outward, they dance to the tim- 


brel and harp , but 'ere they are aware, 


they leap into hell , Fob.. 21. 12,13. now 
they are ſo affraid of ſadneſs , that they 
baniſh all ſeriouſneſs, but the candle of the 
wicked (hall ſoon be put out : If the aking of 
the head, and the filthy. belchings and yo- 


mittings, ſhould come before the drinking | 


of the wine or ale , many would not buy 


that filthy pleaſure at ſo dear a rate, as they | 


pay for it afterward : if the rottenneſs of 
the bones, and the loathſom diſeaſes not fit 
to be named, which uſually follow adulte- 
ry, did precede it, many would not pay fo 
dear for that beaſtly __ : bur alals, 
what is this to what follows, and the reck- 
oning that 1s 
earneſt to the bargain : the gripes of an in- 
raged conſcience, as ſome have felt them, 
eſpecially one hours torment -in hell, would 
ſpoil all their mirth : bur what is an hour 


to eternity ? this would. cure the adulte- | 


rers luſt, and afſwage the drunkards thirſt : 

at it is not only ſinful pleaſures but all 
earthly enjoymients that have a ſting in the 
- tail: Crowns and kingdoms are not : free 


from troubles, from fears-and jealouſies ; fo | 


thar by that time an account. be given of 
them, they are fcarce worth [gathering up 
x ., 


et behinde ? this is but as 
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in the ſtreet : great eſtates have great temp- 
tations , and honour ofttimes 1s attended 
with envy ; and bright ſhining lamps ma- 
ny times go out in a ſnuff, Hm .and 
Achitophel, kings favourites end their lives in 
a halter, when meaner perſons have gone 
to their graves 1n peace. The talleſt Ceders 
are moſt liable to winde and weather : He- 
rod that this day was eſteemed as a God ; 
the next day is not fit to have fellowſhip 
with men, Eec/. 5. 12, 13. the ſleep of a la- 


| bouring man is ſweet , whether he eat little or 


much, but the abundance of the rich will not 
ſuffer him to ſleep , &c. ſuch riches, are kept 
for the owners thereof ts their hurt : as the 
poor mans fare 1s not {o high, ſo his care 
15 not {5 great : the care of getting , the 
fear of keeping and the grief of loſing, like 
the Yultare feed upon the griping rich man 
continually, his abundance lies like a lump 
of lead upon his heart, and breaks his ſleep, 
and God ſometimes throws handfuls of 
fire into his conſcience : this dropſy of co- 
veteouſneſs 1s as ſeldorn cured, as the gout, 
phrenſy', or jealoſy ; riches. can make no 
man happy, tew men content ; the more 
they hayey the more they delire : he that lo- 
weth fitver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with ſilver ; 
Eecl. 5. 10. non plus ſatiatur cor auro , quart 
corpus 47a, 2, man may have enough to ſink 
him, yet not to fatisfie him : ſee their dan- 
&<Ty 
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ger, Fam. 5. 1, 2, 3. g0 10 20, Je rich men! 
weep and howl, for your miſeries that are come 


upon you, your. riches are corrupted , and your 
garments moth eaten , your -gold and your ſitver 


is canker d, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a wits 


eſs againſt” you , and ſhall eat your fleſh as it 


were fire, &c. We may ay of all theſe out- 
ward things, as the prophet 'doth of his 


axe, alas, maſter for 'it was borrowed ; or as 


the wiſe -man doth 'of honey, we -1may eat as 
much as is ſufficient , but not too much, leſt we 
vomit, Pro. 25. 26. be moderate inthe uſe 
of all lawfal comforts, and. contentments, 


hang looſe to all earchly enjoyments , /icitis. 
perimns onnes ; iffect them not ' over-much' 


leſt thau' ſurfet of them :- no' earthly en- 


joyment but hat 'a- mixture of gall -ant - 


wormwood in them, more'or lefs; no ſweet 
but hath ſome'ſowr : marriage which - ma- 
ny affe&t for the comforts fake, and which 
doubtleſs is ( if equally yoaked,') the hap- 
pieſt relation , yet there is. many that finde 
in-it more pain'then pleaſure, more ſour 
then ſweet, and more coft and *care 'then 
they" Expected :" it 'ofttimes brings a man 
into poverty, 4nd-leaves - him at beggars- 
- buſh; and though the rich' eſcapE ſome of 

theſe ſnares they-falF into worle ©: 'oh 'my 
Bul; why art thor Reking honey tri a waſps 
nef, 'and. eaſe and reſt in a'thorny hedge , 
#h1d- tre content where never man - yet. 
69G found 
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found it ? wouldſt thou have a rofe withovt 


. 


my and, honey- without ſtings , and 


ppinefs beneath the, moon? all earthly en- 
joyments have a mixture of gall, and worm- 
wood, but rhe bleſſing of the Lord maketh rich, 
and he addeth no ſorrdy with it, Pro. 10. 22. 
where God, will give his pebple ftore with- 
out fore”, wealth without wo', and gold 
without guilt; and pleaſure without pain: 
endleſs joy. ,. everlaſting pleaſures are” at his 
right hand for eermore, Pal. 16. Tt. Oh m 
God give me niy portion in "thoſe. plea- 
ſures :, fatisfy rhe with-that bread and, wa- 


ter of life, 4nd let me not feed typon husks 


and vanity : Tet me /aboar for that food which 


periſheth not but endur eth to eternal” life | lit * 
»e provide bags that wax not old;, # tredlure . 


in the. heavens that faileth not, where” av thief 
upproacheth ; no moth corrupteth, Zuke 12, 33. 
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Upoy bees kil d for their honey; © 
54.27d.N AX J Hen I conſidered how the 


travels, had gathered their food is the Summer 
and oathered their meat in the harveſt,” and ftos 


redthemſelves, and furniſhed their lirtle cels, 


and«laid-in-proviſioti for the enfuing” Win- 
K ters 
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Which many rational creatures. come ſhort 


' and that for ng other fault. or injury but that 


- ent. co the ſhambles ; I thought this alſo 
-reſembled. the unconftancy, and uncertainty 


ger, and riches ofttimes are ſtored up for the 


Fran grefjort zot for a word, Eſay.39. 21. but. 


QOthers. are..objected...) 1s their being. ric 
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ter, and that without any trouble, wrong, «| 
or injury to any:living creature ;'(a courſe þ. 1 


of, who.cither gather not at all, or ifthe | O 
do, it is by wrong and rapine ) I fay then {} .; 


when they were-in the heighth of their pro- 


ſperity, and in the midſt of their plenty, || 6 
yea, even at the fulleſt, ſuddenly they were 4, 
lurprized, ſtript of all, and hls butcher- F_. 
ed, and. their lives taken away from them, Y .. 


they were,rich, and for the honey they had | ;. 
painfully and honeſtly gathered ; not unlike 
to the poor filly ſheep, who-when he hath FP 
gotten a (great fleece, is ſoon ſhorn, and 
when,he: hath gotten a fat back is. ſoon 


of earthly enjoyments., for it is with rati- 
onall creatures, as it 15 with bruits, and in- 


{e2ts; thoſe that have-moſt, are moſt in dan- 


wrt of the owners thereof ; many poor inno- 

cent-perſons.in the. world., have-been made 

for their wealth : This is uſuall under the 

tyrannical government:of the Turk, and o- 

therintdels, wherethe only Eris, thougs I. 
7 


when they-are once fat, they are: ſoon. fent 
to the-thambles,- they are like Fog henſſys Fe 
> So f . _ - Jerve 


- 
Upon bees kil'd for their honey. 35g 
ſerved for the day of ſlaughter, and they are 
dealt with; as A/aboath was for his vineyard 
' or Uriah for his wife ; The one: killett fof 
no other offence byt that he had a vineyard; 
the other for that he had 4 beautiful-wife 2 
oh world, how doſt thou deceive thoſe thou 
flattefeſt, and betrayeſt thoſe that love thes 
'beſt ; is this thy dealing with thy friends; 
.and favorites; *and- are thy Sren-ſongs ſuits 
to this end ? Sibwin tells 'ns, the rich mans 
wealth is hit frong-city, and 4i an high willih 
his conceit, P#o, 18:11, and 10. 15, and this 
is the ftrength wherein he truſted; he that 
faith ro the. fine gold, thow art my 'confilencey 
Fob 31.24: alas what a thin ſpiders xveb dl 
they lean upon ? what an Zgibridn reed dc 
they truſt to ? but curſed is that man that rrufteth 
in man, and niaketh fleſh his army and" whoſe 
heart departeth from the living God.” Riches 
many tinies proves ſnares for the feet;*-yea; 
ruine for the foul. Many have' been barba- 
rouſly rob'd, yea kiPd and murthered' for 
their wezlth, when no'other cauſe can be 0bs 
jetted ' or pretended : ſorhe 1n- their "owt 


houſe, forte by the high-ways, yea; many 


by their \near relations, and all 'to wo 
their wealth : many by their riches, 04 
tours or preferinents procure envy, hatred, 
and malice; and: tir up many enemies,” who 
#length finde out a way tothrow themdowt - 
tam-the higheſt ſtep of the-ladder to the 


! 


foot, } 


260 Uponbres kiÞ d for their honey. 
fogt. Cardinal Holſey might'be an inſtance 
of this, and .many more of latter days, 

where many haye been brought from an high 

eſtate, to extream poverty, and well if they 

eſcaped with. their lives. Wealthy Nations ' 
are a ſhrewd temptation to their Neighbou: ' 
Ting Princes, and are a- prey: that oft falls 
into their laps, and-the Ufſurpers ſometimes 
are ſcarce warm in their ſeats, but they: 
are ſhaken out alſo : the wheel of fortune is 
very-unconſtant , the ſpoak which now is 
uppermoſt, 1s ſoon brought under ; what 
dy war was the world ever embroyled 
1n, but upon the account of rule , and go- 
vernment , of welath and riches, and the 
greateſt ſtorms fall oft-upon the talleſt Cedars, 
when the poor. ſhrubs are hardly fhaken : 
how frequent was it. in Rome in former days, 
and it is well if | it be now bettered, to kill 
a Naboth meerly for his vineyard, and a rich 
man for his wealth ; I wiſh ſome Courts of 
Judicature in-,our -days do-not more confi- 
der - the eſtate then the crime, and' deſire 
not more;the delinquents money, then the, 
Reformation , Cantabit ' vacuns corart latront 
wviatoy ; poverty ſometimes, exempts. real ot 
fenders from puniſhment, when riches lays 
open, the -1ngocenrt. to ſufferings. , but # 
15-not the law. but the corruption of officer. 
that js;here to be faulted, however by thi- 
We ſe, wealth is not alwaysa fure-refugs}} 
LouT here, 
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& here, and it will be a pitiful refuge here- 
after. Oh my ſoul, if there be ſuch dan- 
ny ger in riches, and that ofttimes they prove 
y | hindrances, and not helps, ſnares, yea, hurt- 
Ss | ful ſnares, not only to the - ſoul, but to the 
- | body alſo, and tend to take away both = | 
s'f and liberty, what cauſe haſt thou to bleſs 
'F God that he hath given'thee-4zar's petition, 
yh ncither poverty nor riches, but food convenient , 
sF and doft neither want nor abound : 'And 
is though God hath taught thee like-the” poor 
it} birds 7 diemwivere, and ſo put thee in minde 
dF daily ro beg for thy daily bread, yet he hath: 
| never failed to give it rhee ©in due feafon'5 
ef hadſt thou had more wealth, thou might{t 
S | have had more enemies,” and confequently 
© more troubles 3. a little {hip in a ſtorm may 
S, | thruſt into any creek or harbour, where 2 
IL} {greit one cannot Tide*;-hadft thou heldout 
1 F a great fail, thou hadſt been more toſſed in 
Xt | the tempeſt, and more like to havebeen ſplit 
l- ' upon'one Tock or other :'it'is'not tlie greats 
e | 'ncfs of the cage that makes the bird fing, 
. | nor the greatneſs of the eſtate that brings 
* | inward joy, or* cordiall coptent' :,oh my 
| God, rather turn-me in a bare paſkiire far 
'S | fore, then feed me for the ſhambles*; feed 
ry my foul, though my body pine, give mea 
| portion in heavenly things, and it fufficerhy 

= what good will the world da without 
prin oebrigte 


R 2 : Hon © 


—_ ns O—— 


263. | "5 
Hgon the [Inggiſh drones, —=*© 


55: Med. XJ Hen 1 gonlidered the drones 
'Ex1,1-0 VV ok Noathfull luggiſh crea- 
tures , how they lived upon; the labours of 
the | induſtrious Bee, and.'fed upon” that 


mies,japd pnhr to live, as,if God and na 
has taught. them what the ' Apoſtle 
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| there are other ſort of drones more: Perak | 
diRin. 
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neceſſity, theſe having little to do-but ſpend 
their time idlely, are uſually. ſet on* work 
by the devil ; tor idleneſs is. the hour. of 
temptation ; theſe array,” gs are uſually 
full of vermine, they are 11 
good for nothing but to- devour the meat 
that others labour for; the very excrements 
of humane ſociety ; but'to- let theſe” paſs', 


cious then' theſe, if yet they may be*4 j 
guiſhed, for they are oftentimes of the ſame 


litter, and thoſe are thieves; | and manys. . 


times thoſe that are beggers by day; are 
thieves by night, thoſe" forcibly: take away 
what the other” cannot beg , and. wilfully 


' break that command of God, rhou ſhalt' not 
feal, as the other do the other injinaion, 


in the ſweat of thy face thou ſhalt eat thy breads 
and God many ' times gives them their re- 
ward on earth,- however God hath reſerved 
them their wages\in hell, x Cor. 6; 9, 10. 
But there are other drones beſides theſe, 
which are the unprofitable byrthens*of the 
Common-wealth and the plague-fore' to the 
Nation ;- theſe are many, yea, too many of 


the Gentry. of our Nation , of both ſexes, 
which 1ndeed were fit to have led the van, 


of this floathfull company, and perhaps will 
not take 'it well, that hare were preferred 
or named before them-: thoſe that are aſha» 
med of nothing, except it be honeft labour, 

Ce ns that 
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ke rats and mice, . 


264 Upon the ſluggiſh drones: 
_ that only live to eat, to ſport, 'and recreate 
themſelves:, and becauſe they-go in a. little 
more. gaudy dreſs'then-others -do,:; and- pro- 


FE 


alſo change the courſe of nature, and turn 
day into night, and night 1nto day 3 they 
llcep by day; and reve] 1n the night, as in- 
geed ftreſt. for theig works of darkpels 3 
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they have neither head, nor heart; nor hand 
-at work for the common good, neither are 
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they any ways profitable, but many ways 
hurtfull 10 their generation ,. they [live like 
drones on other miens labours,: racking their 
rents, undoing their tenants ,.'to maintain 


their pride and luxury, and cannot | 6 an 
accompt of one day in a month, perhaps in - 
a year really ſpent, either--for' benefit -of _— 
foul 'or body. -*Tis obſerved -that- by -the / 


laws of Mahomet, there are none ;permit» 
ted to be idle, nay. the: great. Turk himſelf 
1s to exerciſe ſome manual. exerciſe, but 


many that bear the name of Chriſtians, ATE 4 
- more licentjous, yet let no-one think, that . 


I charge all the:Gentry thus , no, ſome: of 
them, but.oh too few, are diligent.in they 
places, and not:tainted with this floathfull 
negligence , neither that T expe& :manual 
labour from them, yet I think,” ſuch might 
be found out, not unſutable:for a Gentle- | 
wan ;. but T think jf they ſtudyed the Lawy 
to be ſerviceable to : the Common-wealth- ; 
or phyſick for the help of the poor, or: Dis: 
vinity for the good of themielves. and Neigh+ 
bours,-1t might ready their accompts more: 
then the courſes they take. There are: too: 
many of this gang.in the Clergy alſo, many. 
12 the Univertities, like bbey-lubbers, live up- 


- on that given to better ends and uſes, ma- 


ry .in the Miniſtry that havg two of thee 
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fac Parſonages, hat feed themſelves, but not 
the flock, but ſetrthem out to nurſe, to ſome, 
whoſe incomes will not maigtain them to 
minde their ſtudies 3 but theſe may trem-_ 
ble, when they think upoh their accompts : 
theſe-are ſome , but not all the drones we 
have. amongft us ; oh my foul, is idleneſs 
fo deteftable a vice? take heed of it, employ 
every talent'God -hath lent thee to thy Ma- 
fters glory, leſt thou meet with the doom 
of the unprofitable fervant '; * ſpend 'all the 
time allowed thee in the. world, either in 
thy general , or particular - calling , ' and 
ſpend time on nothing thou wilt be unwil- 
hag:'to hear of another day: let not Chriſt ' 
when he calls for thee, nor -the devil when 
he tempts thee, finde thee idle, leſt thou be 
not ready to. open to the one, or. reſiſt the 
other, left Chriſt reje&t thee, and the :de-_ 
vil- vanquiſh, thee , and death uſher thee 
mto outer. darkneſs : oh-my God , I have 
much work. to.do and but'a little time to 
do it in, and it is work - of great concern- 
mett., and much time: already hath been 
waſted by me : Lord., incline my heart to 
ddigence, and convince me of the neceflity 
of working while it is called to day, becaiſe the 


C4 


_ Fight comes that ma man can work. 
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dreſs, what an enemy ſhe was 
to the pain/ul and laborious ,Bee, and was 
not. content her ſelf to be idle, -but. robs al- 


fo the Bees that do labour, and feeds upon 
that which his painful and induſtrious crea- 


ture hath laid up againſt winter, and ſo oft- 
times expoſes them ro want .and penury , 
yea, to death it ſelf, and if the poot bees 
make reſiſtance, kills them, and qpois thezr 
habitation '; .I obſerved alſo rhat this perm 

tious inſe&, more hurrful then the, drones - 


| before-mentioned, making no, pr oviſiog far | 
winter before it comes,” puts her. head into 


a hole and dies: the conſideration of this 
occaſioned this following Meditation ,:.I 
thought there were many ſuch waſpsamongit 
us, that is, Juch as have the natureang diſ- 
pormon of waſps, that are. hurtful to many, 

elpful to none, that live an idle life, and 
live, upon others labours,' and not their owe, 


. 


and makipg no proviſion for death :or eter: 


nity, are then utterly deſtitute of what, 'is 


neceffary here, with the rich:man, 2k. 16:.1g. 


&e. they arecloathed in purple, - aud fine linnen, 
aud fare deliciguſly every day, and at laſt waild 
beg 4 drop of water to cool their tongues, but - 


raxnot oþtain ity" but ſhall baye puoiſhment 


: * without 
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-to ſatisfy their va TIOK. = 
{o- many tears from” them in' their life time, 


at their! 
and th 


children, a barbarous cuſtome, which will 


without pitty, miſery without mercy, ſor- 
row without fuccour, crying-without com- 
paſſion, miſchief without meaſure, torment 
withoutend, and paſt imagination, Among 
the reft of theſe gaudy waſps, we may rank 
'-many -griping Land-lords'; ſome  Land- 
.Tords are of a better complexion; - bnt they 
are too few;. but too many are guilty of 
grinding the faces of the poor, aud the ſpoil of 
the poor #s in their houſes, Eſay.3, 14,15: they 
make their tenants ſerve in the very fire, , 
and weary themſelves for very vanity, Hab.2.T3. 
and are like unto' the Zeyptian task-mafters, 
force the tale of their bricks, 'and not allow 
them ftraw, they pluck not only the meat 
-from-their mouths, and the cloaths from 


"their backs, but the very fleh from. their 
bones : they drink not only their tears, but 
-their very ſweat and 'bloud, and all tqo little 


reedy humotirs,” they ſqueeſt 


that'they have' none. left, to-' ſhed for them 
death, they by racking their rents, 
cruel extortion draws 'many tears 


 From'#h reyes, and ſobs from 'their hearts, 
but God wilt put, thoſe tears into his bottle, 


add" thoſe ſ8bs" into his book, and will vin 
dicate*their wrongs : how oft may we ee 
greedy Land-lords force their tenants to feed 
their dogs with: what ſhonu]d feed their own 
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riſe up in judgment againſt then! another 
day : They deal with their tenants as they- 
do with their horſes; when they have tired 
them or rid them out of breath, they call 
for a freſh one, and ſhew not. ſo much mer- 
cy on them, as on their dogs, whom they 
cheriſh if weak or weary, but when the poor 
tenant with all his pains and diligence cart 
no longer ſatisfy their greedy humours, they 
turn them: out of doors, ſeize tfpon their e- 


F.. ſtates, perhaps caſt them into! priton; zill they 
Y have paid the utmoſt farthing, to the ruinating 


of their families, and expoſing ther to beg- 
gery , and all this is to maintain their pride 
and luxury : theſe men a& as if they were 
the ſole proprietors, and muſt neveft give 
an accompt to any other Maſter, but let ſuch 

remember the parable of the man” that owed 
ten thouſand talents, and would not forgive 
his brother a hundred pence,but caſt him into 
priſon, 2. 18.23. he himſelf was caſt in till - 
he had paid the utmoſt farthing, thoſe ſhall have 


- judgment without mercy, that have ſhewed no 


mercy, Fam.2.13. thoſe that will not forgive 
others, ſhall not be forgiven themſelves ; ler 
ſuch remember the rich man, Zuk.16. 19. 
who *tis conceived, refuſing to give a bit of 


' bread to Zazarns, was himſelf denied a drop 


of water by Abraham. Burt theſc are not all 
the gaudy waſps that trouble the laborious 
bees, there are many rich men ama - 
of: their 
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their poor neighbours, with unjuſt and vex- 


atious Law-ſutts, that oppreſs them with 
wrongs, - injuries, and unjuſt vexations, and 


make bold thusto- do, becauſe they .are too 


great for them to grapple with ; theſe great 


flies break through the net, there being al- 


ſo too many of theſe waſps in places of Ju- 


dicatory, Civil and Eccleliaſtical ; I accuſs 


not all, and I think no wiſe man will juſti- 
"fy all ; many Lawyers tomaintain their ftate 
and garb,knowingly undo their clients, ſome 
by taking bribes, to prevent juſtice, ſome 
by unneceſlary delays, ſome for favour and 


friendſhip, they either break the neck of a: 


good cauſe, or ſuck the -clients dry before 
they tell them their cauſe is bad : Eccleſi- 
aitical Courts are not much better, ſome 
think far worſe, many officers there do as 
gecdily prey upon the poor as evera hun» 
gry-fly did upon a galled horſe back, and 
many times make ſores where they finde 
none, and the greateſt offences are not al- 
ways puniſhed with:the hardeft ftroaks, but 
preaching and praying is efteemed worſe 
then {wearing and curling ; and that refor- 
mation of fin is not intended though . pre- 
tended, is apparent, when poor adulterers 
_ . are ket alone who are not able to pay the 
fees of the Court, when the richer are made of- 
fenders foria ward 1[4.29.21.let not any that ave 
 notguilliy-apply thisrothemfelyes : but there 


ES Is wes 24 tent feels foo Dcm%: rm. wank Af Yeo ms feet Jang « fin (% ana nbd fed Ga 


- 3 AG 
F te cs a Iwo 


are 


' Upon the gaudy Waſp. 270” 
are-alſo too many in the Miniſtry that may 
reade their charaQer, Eſay 56.10, &Cc. but 
the time is coming theſe cauſes wall be cal- 
led over again, and then it will evidently 
appear, who are the troablers of Tſrael : oh my 
| ſoul, is there ſuch oppreſſion, ſuch injuſtice 
in the world, take heed of having a heart or 
hand in any ſuch matter, come not into their 
ſecrets, and unto their aſſembly ; the time is co- 
ming that thoſe that have been fed with fin, 
will vomit up what .they ſo. greedily ſwal- 
lowed, and thoſe alſo that rob the poor mill 
be found to reproath their maker, Pro. 14. 31. 
God is the poor mans king, 'and he will de- 
fend him, deſtroy. his enemies, and will not 
ſuffer the injuries offered them: to be -yn- 
puniſhed ; winter will come when theſe 
waſps will dye: oh my Gad, ſuffer me not 
now to feed upon. thoſe morkels, that Tmuſft 
chew for ever [in hell 3 if I have but little, 
ler it not be with a curſe. 
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Upon the painted Butterfly, 


57. Med. Vv Hen I obſerved the: curious: 

we gaudy dreſs .of the. painted 
butterfly, -her, various colours and her ſpe- 
F: £ious: ſhew; and;took .notice, how ſhe ſpent 
| her time:in;paint-and plaifter,.and all to a- 
jg dora her felt -and.make her ſeem-beautiful, 


when 
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2. ITY Upon the painted Butterfly. 


to paint, and dreſs , an 
as vainly as ever. the. butterfly doth, theſe 
content not themſelves with their own na- 
tive beauty;-.6f with'the- form and faſhion 
God made them in, but caſt themſelves in- 


when the Iaborious Bee improved her -titne 
to better ends-and purpoſes; v:#. to provide 
in ſammer for winter,. and to gather her 
food inthe harveſt: I conſidered alſo, that 
notwithſtanding all this paint, this proud 
creature was but a poor infe&t, nay, anun- 
profitable creature doing hurt but no gocd; 
and: when T caught her to take a further 
view, ſhe did but foul my fingers ; 1 con- 


 Gdered alſo what would be the end of this 


ſo proud, fo ſluggiſh, and fo uſeleſs a crea- 
ture,' and found againſt winter ſhe put her 
head into a hole and died ; and there was 
the end of all her bravery, when the pain: 


\ Full Bee, hath her life preſerved 'by her: dil: 
ligence ; this made me think, that this crea- 
_ ture did much reſemble many of the Gal- I 


lants of our times, eſpecially of, the female 
ſex, though: others may take it 2 if they 
be excluded, which'are good for little but 

I ſpend their time 


to another mould, and take upon them ano: 
ther ſhape then God made them ; and it 1s 


- to be feared God wil-never own themi--for 


his, when they -are (thus transforried: ,+or 


Tather deformed themſelves with their 'own 


nds; an® what is the reaſon; 'of 'all "this 
" R hands; 
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Uporthe 2:inted Butterfly. - 2 73 
paint and plaifter., but to 'make traps to 


catch fools ? their hair are ſaaxes to catch 


men, as the fiſher.of his hairs. makes: lines 
to catch fiſh, or as the fpiders web 1s to 


take flys, for if there be. no wine in. the cellar, . 


why hangs the buſh'? what doth this. gaudy * 
dreſs ſignifie but a laſcivious -minde, and: to 
let the world know 1n+ what ware: they 
deal, and how. welcome fuch a: motion thar.. 
brings profit or . pleaſure with it would: be- 
to them; and hike the figne at the ale-houlſe- 
door, promiſes entertainment for money-: 
what doth this gawdy dreſs fignafy leſs then 
2 laſcivious minde , when they ſpend great 
part of theirtime in attiring, painting, dref- 
ſing, and ſpotting themſelves, this 1s their 
morning devotion ; and their afternoon ſer- 
vice 15 not much unlike, for that is moſtly 
ſpent in ſports and merryments , in plays 
and tag 4.6 in idle viſits, or perhaps** 
worle employments, the devit many times 
makes uſe of theſe gaudy flys to fiſh for 
ſouls, wherewith he baits his hooks , and 
many unwary youths are caught with theſe 
lime-twigs - Is it not a wonder that any of -' 
Adams {ons,. or Eves daughters ( and yet 
both ſexes are guilty ). ſhould take more 
pains for hell, then ottiers do for heaven , 


yea, and be at more coſt 'and care allo. ; 
for pride is more coſtly then humility , 
yea, is it not a wonder to ſee perſons 


S | pride. 


274. Upon the painted Butterfly. 
pride in that which is the fruit of ſin, -and | 
a cover to ihame, vzz. their cloaths, which 
uſually are but the excrements of beaſts or 
inſets, or at leaſt of as poor an original 3 
this is a ſure ſigne of a worthleſs piece, to 
be like a bubbls,, or bladder , blown up 
with a little winde + how many are there 
that are like the Cizamoz-tree, the bark is bet- 
ter then the body, yea, ſometimes the cloaths 
are better then all the eſtate: beſides : Many 
that are aſhamed of their deformity , yet 
when their crooked ill-ſhap't bodies are co- 
vered, -are proud of-their beauty : but what 
. will become of thoſe at death , that have 
FJpent their timein paint and ſpot, -and neg- 
lected to adorn the ſoul ? it were well 
with them if with the butterfly they could 
finde a hole to dye in, that they might ne- 
ver more be ſeen, but this will not be, 
they muſt be ſeen in their own colours , 
when all the varniſh will vaniſh ; ſincert- 
ty will abide the fite: I fear others alfo 
are guilty of this paint- and flouriſh, as 
fome: Miniſters , who paint  thew Sermons 
not to profit but to pleaſe, ard preach not 
im that plain convincipg way Chritt and 
his Apoſtles did, but woo more. for them- 
felvesthen for Chriſt, and fiſh-not for fouls- 
but for popular applauſe,” and ſeek nat. to 
tet the crown upon Chriſts head, but. their 
own : oh my foul, beware of thele three 
ET © grand 
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Upon the painted Butterfly. 2 - 5 


-grand'enemues to thy falvation, pride, idle- 


nets , and hypocriſy ; where theſe bear 
{way, the ſoul never profpers : pride 1s the 
maſter-pock, if it ſtrike to the heart it will 
ſurely kill thee : pride goes before deſtruttion, 
and a haughty ſpirit before 4 fall ; God refiſteth 
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble, Fam. 
4. 6. he defies thoſe that deify themſelves, 
witneſs Herod and Zncifer : grace grows not 
in high mountains, but in low vallies, the 
leaſt degree of pride ſets it ſelf againſt God, 
the higheſt degree ſets it ſelf above God , 
2 The. 2. 4. and as pride, ſo idlenels is a 
deadly. ſin, pride; fulneſs of bread, and abun: 
dance of idieneſs were Sodomis fin, and doubt- 
leſs they are Englands ſins alſo 5 and make 
many houlitids fall ſhort of. heaven , and 
the time is coming 'hypocrify alſo will ap- 
pear it its-own /colours, the paint will not 
abide the fire: oh. my God, how many poor 
fouls fplit themfelves upon theſe rocks and 
make ſhipwrack' of faith and a good conſcience : 
Lord, keep me humble , make me ſincere, 
and help me to be diligent , ſo ſhall I be 
happy for. ever. FEES 
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22d 7 : Hpon a gnat playing with the candle. 


8. Med. Hen IT obſerved a gnat pla 
h "VV; long with the bebtle, oa 
at length ſhe burnt her wings, was taken 
priſoner, ſuffered for her folly, paid dear for 
pleaſure, and was expoſed to a cruel death , 
even to end her life in. the flames ; Ithought 
this reſembled poor man that ſo long dal- 
. lies with fin, and plays with the devils 
temptations, that at laſt he is ſnared in his 
limetwigs, and fettered in his gins, and /ed 
captive by him at his pleaſure, 2Tim. 2.26. thoſe 
_ that he thus takes in his ſnares he ufeth 
worſe then .S$1pſoz was ufed by the Philiſtins, 
he puts out their eyes, and then.makes them 
grinde'in his mill : poor man is like a fiſh 
 nmibling ſo long at the bait , till at laſt he | 
1wallows the hook, or like the unwary 
bird, fo eagerly falls upon the prey, that 
" they are taken 1n the net : the devil like a 
cunning fowler holds out the bait, covers 
the hook, and hides himſelf behind the buſh, 
ſo that they ſee not the hand that holds it; | 
he doth not uſually appear in his colours, 
he takes not the drunkard and thruſts him - 
into the Ale-houſe by the head and ſhoul- 
ders, this were the way to friphs him, and 
— him kno'v yo ur ; and -_ = | 
WFervice, but he hide#&hiumſelf, and ſhews the 
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Upon a gnat playing with the candle. 275 
bait, and ſets a companion to call him, and 
ſo he ſwallows the hook, while he obſerves 
not the hand that holds-it ; and the oftener 
he is taken , the bolder he grows, til at laſt 
ke ſits down in the chair of the ſcorner; 
makes a mock of fin , grows ineorrigible ; 
and then ler allFrhe_ men'in the world, nay, 
let God himſelf ſay what he will to the 
-contrary , he doth fin , and will fin-, -and 
{o he hath plaied ſo long with the candle, 
that his wings are burnt, and he 1s” taken 
priſoner , and which 1s worſe , like, OEfes - 
men, when by Circes charms they, were tur- - 
ned into ſwine, and were content thus: to- 
be, and would not reafſlume their former 
ſhape, ſo theſe delight ſo in husks. and ſwill, 
that they: know- not, defire not any other 
happineſs : Oh how-good” had at been for 
many , if they had ah Solomons counſel, 
Pro. 23. 31. look' not thou upon the wine whey 
it s red, when it giveth its colonr in the cup_, 
whey it moveth it ſelf aright, at the laſt it biteth 
like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder ; ma- 
ny men die with the: wound in the eye; it. 
is not unlawful to look , hut by looking 
comes luſting,:for fin is oft [xt in” at rhe 
window of the'eye, or by the 'dvor of the . 
car : Peter truſting 'too much 'to. his own 
ſtrength , thruſt himſelf upoir the temptatt- 
on of wicked company, till he-was'ſtrargd*: 
ſinners þy- ciftome grow bold in fin'\, '*and 
wh D 3 Come 
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278 Upona grat playing with the canale. 
come at laſt to dare God to. ſtrike them , 
and God ſoinetires accepts of the challenge, 
and by his immediate hand vindicates him- 
felf and fhews-them "their folly, ; thus he 
dealt by the old world, thus by Sodom ang 
Gomorrah ; thus by Corah, Dathan, and Abi- 
Tam, by nanias.and Stphira,' Herod and ma- 
ny. others ; There are many that like the 
bird gaze at the bough, till they are fetcht 
down With the. bolt ; they. give their eyes 
leave to wander, find their. hearts to con- 
template wickednels, and ſo long nibble at 
the: bait of beauty, that they at laſt ſwal- 
| low the hook; . <2 are like the young man 
void of underſtanding. taken in the {trum- 
pets: ſnares, ;Pro..7. 7; 8.:&c.- the devil 
eels which way their pulſe beats, and ſuits 
. his temptatzons!/ accordingly, provides them 
of Mates, and fets; one Datilah'or other to 
binde. them}. fit. lettice for ſuch lips, a fit - 
' helve. for ſuch 'a hatchet ; how good is 
Solomons 'counſel,” Pro. 6.: 25, luſt not- after. 
her beauty in thy heart, neithey. let hey take thee 
with her eye-lids,' for. by' means: of a whoryh wo- 
gwan'a man ts brought to a, piere of bread, ' and 
The adultereſs will hunt for "the. precious life  : 
yet many like Solomons harlot before-menti- 
oned are grown audacious, and even glory 
1n their ſin,” and pleade that adoltery 1s but 
a trick - of youth,. but let theth know, ir is 
fuch a. trick that turned Sodory and Gomor- 
? 6 Ao te, OLE "TAIT PE BL "34 
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Upon a grat playing with the candle, 279. 
rah into aſhes, and ſent twenty four. thou- 
ſand {ſraelites at*once to-their graves, and 
many thouſands to hell, x-Cor. 6. g.' 10. 
For heaven that ſpewed . out the fallen 'an- 
gels, will not lick up again the unrighte- 
ous : ſuch therefore:that play with rhis can- 
dle, let them beware! they: be not burnt in 
the flame : -1f, they do eſcape a fire-tn their 
bones, they are like to meet wichea fire in 
their conſctences, which #f if not «quenched 
with the tears of true repentance ) will ne- 
ver out, nor the worm never die : :it 15 not. 
long before we all ſhall dance after deaths 
pipe down to the- chambers of darkneſs', 
and we ſhall-make our bed in the duft, and 
then the fport will be over, and a reckon- 
ing time will come,: when: an account will 
be required : But what Slomon obſerved in 
his time 1s true in ours, Zecl. 8. 11. becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil. doer us not. ſpeedily exe= + 
cuted, therefore the hearts of the «ſons of wen 
are wholely ſet in them to'do wickedly : but ſuch 
will know, forbearance is no acquittance ; 
when the meal is ended, the reckoning will 
be required :' the ſleeping of vengeance can- 
ſeth the overflowing of ſin, but judgment 
will be awakned at length, Z#/ay. 3. 12. wo 
tothe wicked, it ſhall go ill with him, the reward + 
of his hazds. fhall be gruven him':. oh my foul, 
beware of the devils temptations, how fair 
and ſpecious logver they may ſcem-, they 
EY ' $4 are 
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Bo ..  Updnmany creatures | 
are indeed but bitter _ guilded over, or 
rather poyſon offered in a golden cup ; if 
thou ſee the bait, look at: the hook , and 
.obſerve the hand : that holds it ; make no 
peace. with fin, this will certainly break 
thy peace with God, and thy own confei- 
ence ; the deyil let him promiſe never fo 
fair, never intends thy good :; : take heed 

- therefore of the occaſions of fin, cruſh the 
 gockatrice-egge eve it break forth mmto_a' ſerpent-; 
daſh Babilons children while they are young ; 
give not entertainment to a.ſinful-thought, 
come not near the door of the 'harlots houſe; 
foſter not any. of. the devils brats, nor keep 
his counſel: oh my God, except thou watch 
over me, 1 cannot be fate : Lord; be thou 
my proteaor, and defend me' Irom my fſpi- 
ritual enemies, - | | 


way, A. 
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O07 MANY creatures feemingly dead in winter, 


'. 59. ed. WW Er I conſidered how 6dij- 
FP 2 Y verſe inſeQs, ſome ſerpents 
and other animals which in the. heat of 
ſugamer are ative, quick and lively , bur 

, God not having 'given them wiſdome, nor 
any inclination to make any proviſion for 
the future, and yet by the: mighty power 
of God, they are preſerved without meat ; 
for cither they dic, or ſleep , or ſeem fo 7 

© | | ot. 
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ſeemingly acad in winter. 281 
do, yet in the following ſpring , when the 


ſun returns in his ſtrength , they recover, | 
and the ſpecies is continued : This made 
meadmire the wonderful providence of the | 


only wife God, that theſe creatures ſhould 
live the one half of the year without food, 


if at leaſt they do live, or if really dead, 


( as ſome of them ſeem to be ) that they 
ſhould be reſtored, to life again : for the 
production of the filk-worm and fome 0- 
thers 1s ſtrange and wonderfull, firſt a ſmall 
egge, . then a worm, then a fly, which ſoon 
dies , leaving ſome eggs behinge for the 
next year, which of themſelyes produce'the 
ſpecies : this minded me of. Gods queſtion 
to the prophet, and of his anſwer ; Saith 
God, can thefe dry bones, live ? and he ſaid”, 
Lord, thou knoweſt : 'Tis not in mans pow- 
er to preſerve them, nor beyond the pow- 
er of God; with man it Jcems impoſlible , 
but with God all thizps are poſſible, Mat. 9.26. 
men may.want of their will for want of 
power, [nature her felf may be interrupted 
in her courſe, as it was when'the fore burnt 
not up the three worthys, nor the water 
drown Peter walking upon it : Satan may 
be croſt, and chained up, that he” cannoc 
hurt, but who can. hinder- the Almighty, 
there 1s. nothing can over-matchan umn 
potent.arm |: This mede me think alſo, :God 
cap preſerve his childrens lives in deſpipht 
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282 Upon many creatures | 
of- his enemies : if they take away their 
meat ( ſaith the Martyr ) God can take 4- 
way their hunger 3 why not as well as he | r1 
doth the life -of other creatures ? and he { d 
will do - it” rather then his promiſe ſhall I th 
fail: Zh goes in the ſtrength of one meal | te 
forty days, and had God pleaſed, it might | ar 
have been forty years , for he' could have || V 
preſerved the /ſraclites forty years 'in the | at 
wilderneſs without food as well as-with || of 
food, from heaven, and as well*as he pre- || th 
ſerved their garments from. waxing old;, Dent. || ſc 
29. 5. 1 have led you forty years in the wilder- | C: 
neſs, your cloaths are not waxen old upon you, || Þ 
and. thy ſhoe is. not waxen otd upon thy foot ; || b 
they needed not to care, what they ſhould eat, | v 
gr what they ſhould. drink, or wherewithall they || © 
ſhould be cloathed ; for God: made proviſion || i] 
of all this, they were maintained at Gods || ( 
proper coſt nc charges ; methoughts alſo | n 
this ceſſation of ation in theſe creatures in || ti 
winter, -did much reſemble fleep, which if | 
God pleaſed might be as long-in other ani- || b 
mals ; and were it not common, would be || i 
thought wonderful, and little differing tram || b 
death it ſelf, and yet experience ſhews us, | ti 
that which ſeems to deſtroy nature ,:doth | © 
reſtore and refreſh it ,, or it-'is like to a | n 
{woon when the ſymptomes of death. are 
tipon a man, yea, in ſome'diftempers the || 0 
{ymptomes of life for many hours together 
COTE I oY ie WO 
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' ſeemingly deadin winter. 283 
are {ſcarcely diſcerned ; bnt above all, it re- 
ſembles our lying in the. grave ; and our 
riſing again at the reſurrection, for the bo- 


dy fleeps in the duſt, till the laſt day / as 
| theſe creatures do in their holes till the win- 
þ ter 15 paſt , and the- ſpring approacheth , 


and the filkworm' never receives life till the 
Mulbery-trees leaves, which is their food ; ) 
and then they ſhall be revived by the fun 
of righteouſneſs, and life put into. them; 
then theſe dry bones ſhall live : This I know | 
ſome queſtion, and ſome deny, *poflibly be- 
cauſe they cannot fathome the depth of this, 
providence ; and were they not convinc't 
by yearly experience of the other', they 
would deny: that alſo, and would think -1£ 
could not be , that creatures ſhouid have 
their life preſerved the one half of the year 
( at leaſt ) without food, beeauſe they knoiy 
not how 'it ſhould be-;- But I think tew' ar- 
ticles of our faith are ;more clearly -proved 
in Scripture then this of the relurre:tion ; 
but many men I feay are wiltully - blinde , 
their lives 'and converſations being 41o / de- 
baucht, they would- believe, at leaſt with 
they could: believe, there were - no :reſurre- 
ction of the body, yea, that rhe foul-were 
mortal as well as the body, and thgt the 
death of the one were the deftrucion-of the 


| other alſo, butthetime.is corping, they ſhall 


finde the. contrary 10 their lorrow * both 


momma mono oorroangns anew oro ——_——————_— es 
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234 Upon many creatures 
&ripture and reaſon ſpeak plainly, that the 
ſoul 'is unmortal, and that. the body payx- 
taking with it 4n holineſs or fin , ſhall al-i o 
ſo partake with 1: in weal or wo ; and that 
there will be a day of retribution ,- when 
thoſe that, now ſuffer: for Chriſt ſhall then 
reign 'with him, and thoſe that fin , ſhall: 
fufker for their fin” ; the contrary to this 
cannot ſtand with {cripture-revelations, the 
threatnings of the law, 'the promiſes of the 
Goſpel, nor with vine juſtice it ſelf; and} © 
why ſhould any think. it impeffible for God 
to gather our duſt together”, and raiſe up 
our dead bodies at the laſt, who do be-ff ; 
| lieve that theze is a God, and that he hath 
made not only man but the-*whole creati- 
on of nothing, and that this God ts juſt and 
will make good both his promiſes and. 
| threatnings, and-inothing is too hard for an 
omnipotent arm 2 ' oh my ſoul, diſtruſt not 
Gods word, queſtion not his power, he that 
can make all things of nothing , can of 
thy ſcattexed aſhes raiſe:up thy dead body 
to life, and re-unite jt to thy hould , and 
he that ſaith, he will do it, will certainly 
erform it ; heaven and earth ſhall paſs; 
[20pnrs one tittle' of his word ſhall paſs 
till all-be fulfilled ; call not in queſtion the 
power and providence of God , bat labour 
fo have a -part in the firſt reſurreftiop, that the 
' fecond geath may have no power ; ' ge& _ 
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ſeemingly dead inwinter. 285 
{ for death and judgement, get ſin pardoned 
-F and ſubdued, which is the ſting of death ; 
al-J get grace implanted, and thy ſoul married 
atY unto Chriſt, then needft thou not fear death, 
en nor the reſurreQion : oh my God, ſtrength- 
eng en my faith, confirm my hope, and encreaſe 
al: my love to thee, and let me long for the 
hiSY time that I may enjoy thee in glory , and 
he lic for ever in the arms 'of my beloved. 
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60.Med.N XN T Hen I ſaw ſome luſty able per- 
0, | Ven fit for rears other 
:$.employment begging at the door, I began to 
off datider, how . ; on this Curſe ffs 
was to the word of God, who had com- 
manded men, the ſweat of their brows they 
ſbould eat their bread ; this is a law laid upon 
all forts of men, to {weat- out a poor living) 
brow or brain muſt ſweat for it , or our 
bread” is eaten ere it be earned ; God would 
not have a begger in /ſrael, and the Apo- 
files will was , zhoſe chat would not labour 
? | ſbould not eat, 2 Theſ. 3.6, 10, 14. thoſe that 
have enough-rto live on, muſt not be idle , 
he Þ much leſs thoſe that have nothing, yer ma- 
ny live like rats and mice, only to deyour 
, what others labour for 3 -paradice that was 
mans ftare-houſe was - alſo his KO ' 
EY | | n 
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God ſet him zo dreſs the garden; and there |} 1 
ſhould be none , that like body-lice feed Þ a 
upon other mens ſweat ; ſuch idle perſons | a 
often times are ſet on, work by the devil; } | 
for idleneſs is the hour of temptation , and I] | 
ſtanding-waters are uſually full of vermine ; || ! 
Nay, how diſagreeing is this courſe of life Þ| a 
with the laws of the land, which making | t 
other proviſion for the poor 5 ftigmatize I} b 
theſe wanderers by the name of rogues, and Y 0 
appoint them to be: ſtockt and whipt, and 1 
ſent back to the place of their birth or laſt I] t 
abode , and inflicts a penalty . wy thoſe JN a 
thar relieve them : The great Zurk , that i b 
 grdtid Sejgnior is not excepted, for he hath a I Þ 
trade, and is dayly to labour with his hands ; I v 
yea, Divines in all ages, aticient, and mo- Il 
dern and of all perſwaſions; have exclaimed Il £ 
againſt this courſe of life , and eſteemed : 
fuch perſons to be the plague-fore of the 

Nation, and not to be tolerated in a well- 
ordered Common-wealth, they are a diſho- 
nour to the Church they live in, aad to. the 
Countrey they inhabit , and the heathens 
as well as the Chriſtians have made: laws 
to puniſh them : "Theſe arid the like conſfi- Jt 
derations made' me think .correQion to be || t 
the fitteſt alms, and their reftraint might '| 91 
binder a great deal of fin ated byithem, 
and be:a means to reduce them :under -go- 
vernment civil and | Eccleſiaftical , which 
now 
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now live like lawleſs perſons under none, 
- and neither fear God, nor obey men , but 
os | are the unprofitable burthens of the earth ; 
1; But on the other ſide , when I conſidered 
id | how little proviſion notwithſtanding in the 
> : | law was. made for the poor in moſt places, 
fe Þ and that ſome Pariſhes' were not able, 0- 
ig | thers were not willing to give any follera- 
26 | ble allowance to poor painfull houſeholders, 
d | overcharged with children, and confider- 
& Ning that many painful men by reaſon of 
| || the dearneſs of corn theſe two laſt years, 
ſe £ and the ſcarcity of work occaſioned there- 
at & by, and the hardneſs that doth poſſeſs the 
a © hearts of many of their rich Neighbours , 
were reduced to very great ſtreights and 
3- Þ neceſſities ; many there are that cry out as 

d I gainft the idle, that will not ſet the dili- * 
d = to work : and when I conſidered that. 
uppoling a man had work, how. long he 
1- © would berearning 8. or 9. ſhillings , the 
+ Þ price of a meaſure of corn, and how ſhort 
ie | 1 time this would fervea numerous family, 
s | that depends only upon his ger, I admired 
7s | Gods providence that kept poor people a- 
live in theſe hard times, and began to pit- 
ty poor houſeholders that were fain to creep 
out. of their cels to fave their lives 5 and. 
to blame hard-hearted worldlings that force 
them fo: to do., and, thruſt them upon this 
tlepal courſe,” when a much better _ be 
. : | taken ; 


SRRT Ca 


oh 


288 Upon bee gers at the door. 


taken : for doubtleſs it is better for- Eneland 
to keep their poor working then playing, 


ſupply then force thenr to ſeek-all ; but ma- 
_ ny can finde Scripture againſt begging, but 
no. food againſt ſtarving 3' but coho that 
think- charity 1s not their duty” as well as 
diligence the duty of the poor , let them 
conſult ſuch Scriptures as thole that-follow, 
and when rich men do- what they are -re- 

- quired, let them exa& dilligence .from the 
reſt , ang ſpare not, and not beat their fel- 
tow-ſervants till they cry . and then beat 
them for crying, Pſal, 41. t. bleſſed .is he 
that conſidereth the poor, the Zord will deliver 
him in the time of trouble, Pro. 28. 27, he that 
giveth unto the poor, (hall not lack, but he that 
hiderh his eyes ſhall have many 4 curſe ; you 
{ce, not gerting but giving is the way to 
wealth ; *tis the bountiful man ſhall. have 
tlie bleſſing, when the covetous ſhall rmherit 
the curſe both from God and man, Pro. 19. 
17. he that hath pitty upon the poor, lendeth to the 

. Lora, and that which he hath given, ſhall he 
paid him again ; \t 15 not given but lent ; 
- gtven to man, lent to God; nay, lent .upon 


under his own hand ; Chriſt hinelf- pro 
' miſed the young man, ark. r0.' 21. 1f he 
would: ſell what he had, and give to: the ' poo, 


. . ard for. a pariih to add ſomething to'their 


- uſury : fexeratur Domino, who bindes Ing + 
ſelf to repay it , and gives ſecurity - for it} 


thath 


. Hpon beggers atthedovr. 289 
ind | that then he ſhould hawe- treafure: in heaven :;._ 
but how many are there like Cardinal Bem 
eirl $45, that:wauld not leave hys part. in. Pa; 

| rs for-his part ini paradzee ;. a man may. 
th borrow ten ponnds-of many :men- upon; his 
hat | bare! wbrd ;,:ſaoner: then: God can borrow 
as | ten'pence-with all. his prothuſes::;] thoſe that 
>m | are poor may beiſo for -them-3:oh-.my foul, 
w, | bleſs God; this is not thy; eaſe- ;.that thou - 
re-| waſt never-:reduced to...thole ſtraights, as 
he | many poor men: have.been ;. put on -howels 
1-1 of compaſſion ta: thoſe: whaſe- caſe i is, and 
at | what thon canft,' reheve thoſe thit are tru» 
hb: ly indigent ;:and-if:thou..canſt- nor, .diftinr 
er | guiſh between the indigent and; negligent; 
at | tis better give ten alnisto the unworthy,» 
at | them: turn away” one truly.” hungry . wanting 
ou | perſon empty 3 remember what an{wer:they 
to | wilt make'to God at judgment, Mas. 25. 41. 
ve | oh my. God, help:me to; improve my. ſmall 
rit | falents to thy g7orys and-tq: have charity-1n 
9. | my -heart though little in hand -to beſtow, 
be thou requireſt according ta what thou. gl- 


hes veſt. 
M2 ye IT 43:3 ES 
In +248 .,4Þ; I JERE 
Th _- Apazthe finging of birds. 
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61:Med.N A FHen 1 obſerved in a warm - 
1; 64 FF. morning in the ſpring-time 

\ how-meprily the birds did ghirp and ſing, 
6: F 1 
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in "every tree and-'hedge and: buſh', and «in, 


rheir language did -chaunt out.their makers 
praiſe 'and-'their -benefaQtors/ glorg .,. and 
What "various: tunes! and notes - they. ſent 
fofth'; each one adding ſomething, to. the 
metody, that rhe maſick was-not unpleaſant, 
Mar Hliefe. little: choriſters Lwarbled- forth ; 
This occaſioned:imeithis following Medita- 
tio theſe poor birds that neither reap nor 
foiw, ©10t carry iuto' barns,. they neither cark; 
aor- care, nor 'moil, nor tozlz. but live upon 
their fathers -providence ,,- and.- when ' they 
Have eat their breakfaſt ., know: pot where 
to-have their dinner, but depend upon their 
makersallowance, and yet. how-merry they 
are; -and unconcerned:they ſeem t0 be, void 
of cate and fretting; fear '; when their fto- 
macks crave , they ſeek: their meat. where 
'divine providence doth dirett them: , they 
X#ake- no care for the morrow ,. but z diem 
Vivunt, and God makes proviſiop for them, 
Pal. 145. 159-16. they all wait upon thee, and 
thou" giveſt them meat in due ſeafon," thou open: 
eft thy hand, aad- thon fariefyef the defire.of e- 
wery living thing ; The conſideration of this 
made me reflect -upon my own ſelf, and to 
obſerve my own. tanlts and. failings : oh 
my foul , art not- thou: juſtly. reproved by 
!Thek poor. creatures, and. hy{Fthou not be: 


"Hired thy! ſelfrworſe: to thy! od, then theſe 


"Htye'done? art. not thowrberthr (then many 
1f | 1 ſparrows ? 


+ — ww yp DO 


© 
4 
? 
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ſparraws.? why tþ doſt: thou gelpond more 
jen they. eng ; ire) rs. Og 


former a A Af Pipes bo DRE. 
tion and .provifjon 2 thou, haft- the; ule; Ld 
ſeaſon which they want,.to. aſltft thee, and 
e comfortable. hopes: of. the truth ., of 
grace, and Flay God, BETTS th Hos aces | 


' 85 SS «Fi 


[_ not, w 6 experience 6 of ray yo | 


thee, but made comfortable. proviſion. [os 
thee, and mary. encquragments from... be 
bimſalf; reade AZat. 6, 25. to the end, and 
Matt, 1o. throughout. ;, and ſee whe 
there-:be any Gs of d onding Y » it, 15 :th 
Fry in nothing to be tar all, but to make thy 
requeſt known to God in prager,:\1 COr.. 7- 4 
Children make their, needs known to their 
parents , whom if they 'can pleaſe ,. they 
fear no want; they take little GT, hers 
to have the, next ;meals meat 
ſuit af el gaths, neither need they, tir oy 
rents ke care for then, and Ee. very 
birds if wiſely Sleres and dilliently 35, 
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. ted, might weed thoſe carking cares ot'of 
thy heatt, and to caſt * all *thy-«care- upon 
God, that careth' for thee : But though thou || h 
baft cot wanted," thou art queſtioning with || e: 
Iſrael," Can God prepare a table in' the . wilder- || t 
eſs 2: PRI, 78.19. what if this cruiſe of oyl | tl 
fail}, and this 'barrel of mieal be waſted 2 | p 
what ſhall Teat'? what ſhall T'drink then; | 15 
- or wherewithall'{haltT be cloathed ? if theſe || tl 
or thefe things 'hdppen; what! will become || 4 
of me or mine'? whit if famine come”, ''or | w 
what, if T be put to priſon; 'or that little TJ « 
bave be taken from'me*-what #1 be baniſh-J| es 
ed, ſent” into ſotme*remore wilderneſs, ' &. | he 
how ſhall T be fed? how {hall Tbe cloathed? I nc 
what will become of my wife and children? {| 
&c. as if when the pipe is cut, there were || if 
no_ water. in- the' fountain ; are not theleſſ th 
| fomietimes- thy thoughts and: fears ? andſſ an 
though 'thou' haſt had many -filencing pro | fu 
vidences, and God unexpeCtedly hath remo- | hi 
ved thy doubts, ard anſwered 'thy objeQi| fir 
ons, yet uport new apprehenfions of danger, f an 
how hard doſt- rhbt! finde it *to--truſt God, ſj ol 
upon his bare word; when the world! frowns, ff di 
and will not- pats fof payment? . or to' dei Gi 
pend' uporr him*When' deliverance is out:offf an 
| Fo KI a EEE *himfelfitold theg in 
thar if thu /eeb FF the kinodpmmof God, ani} pe 
the 5 era WS: "all oiher erty ſhall be - 
aided to-rhee, Mat, 6.33: grace is the way 
Ws Y 3 to 
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to-glorys and holineſs. to: hap mefs,- it men 
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In || be: ot: gracious: there 4s. ap. heaven to! be 
51 | had ; if theyares' they ſhall have heaven, 


and 
th || carth alſo.: Jor godliveſs,bath the promiſe of this 
r- | life and that to: tome : all earthly :enjoyments: 
yl Þ that are good: for thee, are entayled upon 
'2 | piety ; but alas, the frrengrh ofthe Fround 
x; | 15 ſo ſpent. in nourifhingiweeds and traſh, 
ſe | that the good corn is ſtarved and choaked : 
ne | theſe! thorns do. choak the ſped; "and jt bzcomes. 
or | fruitful; temporall- things are wec vera nec 
1H z/tra, but there are certainand durable rich- 
h- £ es, that zee prodi; nee eripiy nec ſurripi poſſunt'; * 
«| he. that-enjoys them: cannot: loſeithem; hath: 
1? not: God promiſed, he: wdlizewtr' leave thee, - 
1? f wor forſake thee? and. is cot; this better: them: 
re if all the Kings upon, earth! had ſaid! {6::to 
le | thee , chat thou'ſbalt want: nothing that 15: good, - 
df and: wouldſt' thou have: that whichſis hire 
off ful ? was he. ever:knowm to ibe xvorlſe: their 
0 | his: word -? and' canſt thou imagine-hewill 
+-þ firſt fail thee 3 will he that! feeds the fowls,. 
7, | and cloaths the-:grafs,) tarve:the children-2- - 
d; 8 oh my ſoul, make ſure-ofthe mainganduſe 
5s, dibgence: fot che reft 4. caſt-rhy care:'upan 
cl God, and-makethy requeſtsiknown<6! God, 
ff 2nd he can'aswelldeny himfelh, as deny-thee 
in any-lawfub-ſifit 3 fvectbquſand: years ex- 
| periences bannotproduge::ah iiiftanct.ofany? | 
godly man! that was forfaken, 'makeiJuraot * 
the main-bargain; andall:other Cu: 
4 T 3 -DE 


PC —_—_—y =_= Ce eee CS 


2 "aphywer vole | 
be-given. 16 45 _— thred : oh 
= (7 GBIEOE bk, 1p rh )' aibelizf': pardon. 
my diſtrating and YilttuNfut thoughts, in- 
ale toy FA; Nlenee my dotbtsand tearsy 
by ceryinga p OR ores moet Tor Heaven” 


Dy proviſion peſt Gino 4 or Tinrer. 


6: Ml ' | Hen'\(- after abl[d. Sibching 

"F Yufroſtyi winter: wherein -the 
fab kailtoug vovered-othe: face: of the earth, 
and-Nid-it- fromuman-and. braft ;- rhe trees 


_ zhid:buſtes:for-maeny.xveries' rogerher” being 


loatted arid: bureiened: watt ami) :1- faw and 
oonidered the 'numbarteſk nymber of birds 
«Hall! ſorts and kindes, 'thar efraped in thar 
bard ſeaſon; whin:all ſorts 9f-proviſion ſees 
med: itoibe cutof,cland farvived/ theſe trou- 
bles; which threatemed them-wath death 
—_— neither: thecrivers: which were frm 
,-Rorthe fieltts -whivh were - covered; 
ons i > trees! norrbuſhes:gonkd give them 
relief; yer: God: Provided: them La meat 
and; they-rettived.> at his hands? and were 
nouriſhed op; _ providenosy/-wheh in'my 
| were hks'ro have been 
and: Ravvet, atd familhited for want of 


food} -eſpecikilly Norge: of the" wilder: ſort”, 


thar: neither: fro arhouſe not! barn, from | 
Whoncall forts'of! 26; ad fremed': to be 
lockt, 


p< 


hand: of the, Zord hath wrought: this ,. — 
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lockt up,.or-cut oftz. but-God ted them out . 
of his ſtorehouſe ,' Pfel..,147. he gives the 
beaſt his., food, and the, young ravens wben they 
cry; hence-it..is that,.our: Saviour Chriit 


ſends his .querellous. and .,de{ponding; ſer- 


vants to {chool to the fouls of heaven. to 
learn to-depend upon "their fathers: proyi- 
dence ,. at. .6. 26-. confider the fouls of the 
air, they ſow not, neither do they reap, - nor. ga- 
ther into barns.,. and. yet . your. heavenly father - 
feedeth them, are ye not much better then they? 
#5k, the beaſts ( faith. Job and they ſhall reach 
thee , and the fouls of thi: air, and they (bell 


tell thee ; :or [peak to the.earth,, and it ſhall tearh 
thee,, and the fiſhes of the, ſee: ſhah declare: woos 


thee ;, who knoweth \not 17. dll.: theſe, r2het ettie 


hapd 4 the. [ont of every. living thing, ang: #6e 
freath of all maxkinde ? Fob. 12. 7, $5:9n10. 


q 


- as.he.,made.them all, {o he u« is that'mjain- 


tains: themz- he takes care for the oltnches 


EOS. OBA and jfee as the young ravens where: 


they, cry,, P{al.-147. 9, they-take no: cate nar 
have caxe taken ifor.. them” ,-.yet - are. thty 


provigded: tox-;.:did:man but look; up tothe 


birds-or down:to the-lillies;;/ he world” ghar 
{þ difpond, andiodiftruft,Gods providence; 


& vs; 


all the. great» houſekeeper: of - the world 


water. hus; you ers; Pranenhis:;plints, fodder 


; cattle, feed his birds, and yet, ftatye his 
children ? ut eannot.be :-}s &here; 20t 4 ;ſdar- 
| + T 4 row 
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. ow Fan fall to the ground mitboiit his providence d + 
'nor# hair fromi'our head. without his kdows 
_ "edge; and-can we think he .takes. no care 
. of us'? "Mar."10; »y,- 3d. one; pearl is more 7 
worth ' then many iptebles, 'and-rhe righteous | 
is more excellent ther” his' ueighbour * as' one 
lark{js worth may kites, God will 'have/k 
care”of: his jewels, they are-as the apple of 
his eye:; thooſand: thouſands-of thoſe \fouls 
there are that man rakes no.carsvof;- makes 
no"-proviſion for*3*knowsy »Fot:*apon 'what 
they -feed, yea;:{eck their ideftruMon, ſome 
out of envy”, cas *- birds -of-prey , others td 
feed _ t God: maintained rhem intheir 
ſeveral /peci#s\almoft' fix thouſand years at 


( 

| 

' 

t 

” 

[ 

1 

t 

t 

\ 

_ his own coſt and- charges '::Man by all' his | t 
diligete cannot! make proviſion-for 'them', | ? 
"neither can- he deſtroy them by. all his-cun- I 
ning :: God hides thern as welt as feeds them, || t 
and'they are not'beholding-to'man for their || Þ 
lives'; 'The thoughts of this-tnethinks may || L 
ſilence thoſe' Atheſtical conceipts ' that are I 
apt to ariſe 4w. wicked {1 rſs , that | £ 
'there"is no Godz' when they ſet his provi- £| v 
dence fo plainly afſertedy'and:may filence I} © 
"thoſe diſtruſtful thoughts and fears which || f 
are't60 apt to'creep 18; and to diſturb the FN « 
quiet and tranquillity 'of rhe hearts df Gods If 
'own-: people: upon-the apprehenſion of ap- || t 
proaching danger ,/ and threatiing' wants'\ 
When they obſerverhoſe kfler otcitures On 


\ 10w- : 
& t #. + +BY Veoh: 
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> | ded by an overruling providence 5. and...if 
- [| God preſerve every ſpecies of his - creatures 
: || notwithſtanding! men 'conjbine their deſtry- 
> /{Ction, no wonder if he, preſerve his own 
; |: Church amidſt their numerous enemies : 
> | oh my ſoul, while there is life” and breath 
| in that body. of thine , praiſe, bleſs , and 
f | magnifie God for his works -of providence 
; 

; 
l 
; 
) 
y 
; 


to his 'Ccreatures' \ in making proviſion . top 
all the works of his hands! ; eſpecially for 
his Churck whom' he feeds: as: a jew. A 
in the midſt: of innumerable | wolves 'y (and 
they are not 'able' to devour them and 
though many' times he ſuffers: ſame 0 be 
worried, yet it: proves Tather the: 'augmen- 
tation! then- the diminution of: fiis flock, ze 
: || #laod' of the Martyrs proves the feed of" 'hit 
Church, yetlet thele convincing providences 
, | to thy ſelf never: be forgotten, but let them 
+ | breedin theen thankfull remembrance of his 
7 | benefits and ſome anfwerable returns to God 
> | for bis mercies which thou hat had, be nd 
t | expettation: let chis continued'ſeries of pro- 
vidences baniſh out of thy. heart all atheiſtt- 
> || cal thoughts and-conceipts, and-alſo All def- 
1 | ponding, deſpairing, diſtruſtfsl thoughts, 
2 © and carkingcare”: keep in Gods: way'y and 
5 | he will never'forfake thee 3. he that, feeds 
- Þ the young ravens when they ery, 'will nor 
luffer thee to! ſtarve nor. ſhut his car to 
thy prayer 3'if thou leaves. him, he cans 
AUST Pe XNCe 7 
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2.9L  Uponbirds building their neſts. 
Thee-: oh my iGod,, all. my. ſprings are in 
thee, all my[mercies flow from thee.; though 
the: pipe be cuty Lord, ſhow + me the way to 
| ey fountain "Ready £ : 
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yo birds TOES —"— eſte. 3h 


62. Med. Cir ing i in. the; ſpring time , 
when. the fouls of heaven build 
their neſts, how. yatioufly they did it ,-and 
every Jort had a'ſeyeral way,. faſhion, mods, 
or manner whick all of that fort, kigde-or 
ſpecies did exatily. oblerve, not by imitati- 
on- but by: 2 -mtural-joftintt, thoſe that 
had never Jeen neſt butt befbre , Were ex- 
icellent artiſts , and. needed+no inftruftion : 
The ſeveral kindes alſo. build; in. ſeveral 
places, as well as uſe ſeveral-farms and! me- 
thods ; ſome build in houſes 4n- the: chims 
rieys thatch,. and other-places,. others have 
places provided:for them, 4s-pigeons, ſtares, 
and ſuch like- ;. theſe are:detended from 
winde, and: weather, which others endure 
to their ſorrow ,. but are teſs ſecure ; [ſome 
build in bigh and. craggy rocks', in 3NAC- 
ceſfible-places: to defend their -young ; and 
ſome in lofty trees,.as the oak, the aſh, the 
Elme; the pine, and the cedars, far :out; of 
danger and dread-; others that aſpire- not 
lo o bigh, hide their neſts 1n-rough ar 3 
>uU{hes 
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 Uponbirds building their neſts, 299 
buſhes, brambles, and obſcure places, where 
the paſſengers- = ſhall-'\not behold them, 
and' generally all obſczire-them whar-they 
can from fight ;- yer -ſor@' build upon” the 
ground, as the 'offrich , whith layerh he# epge? 
i the earth, and -warmeth thin inthe-daſft; and 
forgetteth that the fool may-cyuſh* them,” 0r" thi 
nile beaſt may break them ; (be i hardened: a- 
7, b they were 206 hers, 
her labour # in vain, without: fear, . betaicſe God 
hath deprived her of wiſdome,” ntithtr hath he 
imphyted m9 hey andevſtanaing, F0bi 39.14. 6 
every one atteth' according tothe wifdome 
God thath givenithem; to' fome more z-'to 
fome'leſs : 'I obſerved 'alfo the ' materials 
with which they built , and theſe weredif- 
ferent:alſo ; ſore! built with ſticks, others 
with -ftraws, forme” with moſs, ſome - with 
wooll, feathers, 'and many other things”: 
the faſhion alſo” was various; ſome bigger, 
ſome leſs, according as need — ome 
built only a-bottom ,' ſore raiſed up wats; 
ſore covered it over head: to- ſecure the 


- 


yotrnp, ſore daabed their: caſtle, and made 


it weather-proof ,- others ndt ; various are 
the forms and faſhiwnhs they uſe , and” for 
ought Tknow'mo'two. ſpecies; or kindes make 
their neſts in' every point alike; and in 
the —_— , both. Co waht: the Fe- 
male, join Heart and hand inthe work , 
and ufe diligence HL ir-be-effeted; and- mn 
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390 Upon birds building their arts, 
fitting 0n;thew: eggs , both take their-fhare: 
1n:the work.;, and relieve, each other by 
courſes i-235 the; careftil obſervers teſtify, at 
leaſt of ſore kindes, and; undauntedly en- 
{ dare the frof* and-ſngw-3- the; winde; and 
the weather; :&5 alfo in feeding their-young, 
they-bave a: niutyalloye-and: a mutual care; 
and--ttke:\muthal pains '5 Methoughts this 
did much. re{etable. the lave.and amity, the 
care and-indury between-.man-and wife, 
and--oh that:there:were fo « much betweerj 
them. as. there'ts betiveen theſe: filly birds ; 
'they-are Faithfull each: to-other, and loving 
por helpfull,-and-that-by a:gatural inſtinct 
without -the* uſe 'of :reaſorht;z' or: any; other 
boud: or obliþation ; and* thus if ſhould: be; 
and oh that. it ,weze. ſo- between tan and 
Wite , they have, more - obligations. each. to 
other, | God hath::given them: the uſe of rea- 
jon, the Scriptures , - and; many-other helps, 
yet mary break: all theſe-bands aſunder, yea; 
the very marriage-knot . by-their aduleries, 
and neighing after. other mens wives), and 
other womens: hasbands,' and many times 
_- Feturo hatred for-loye, and, with, if not-pra- 
Rice the death one of another '!; they ſhould 
lend mutual helpto build the; neſt; and, feed 
the young, but ſemetimes-both of them. are 
wanting; oftentimes the one : there are ma- 
ny fooliſh men as well as fooliſh women, 
that pluck dows their houſe with their hants. , 


= JJ => fopuy foray - pp AN, and Fr todc Hfewns gan frond woes Wer AY, GAY ga ay ut Ay 


A =o NR yY > uy pp 04 ., a 


 H— 


and 


— 


"es 1 


bh. AM] 
= 


ww iid O w 


WW Wwws 3 mtr wo 


o 


ww. 


2 wwaw. 


er > Ip 


Upon birds biutding their peſts, $ot 
and turn off their children' into the wide 
world; deſtittte atid neglefed ; many ſpend 
that rioteouſly ; that their yoak-fellows,'or 
their parents have got painfully; and prove 
a hindrance and not a help to: their 'refati- 


ans_; and as for the: body, ſo.much. more 


for the ſoul, they-prove jll husbands, and 
hindrances , and' not helps in':the' way 'to 
heaven : God might :ſend .theſe men. and 
theſe women to ſchool to rheſes ſilly birds to 
learn faithfulneſs,”-love and mutual friegd- 
ſhip, and affiſtance, as he doth the ſlng* 
card to the ant; to learn” diligence, and- t9- 
the ork, the crane, and the' ſwallow , to 
obſerve their-times, and-to the oxe and” af, 
to learn to know' their (benefa&our, Theſe 
poor creatures minded me alfa 'of the wiſe 
providence of God that hath thus inſtructed 
theſe otherwiſe ſilly creatures, Fob. 39, 27. 
doth the eagle mbuntiup at ' thy commands, and 
make her neſt on high ? intimating, it' is” at 
Gods command, 1t is he-thar. gives goodly 


| wings'to, the peacock, yea wings and fea- 


thers to the oftrich, #06. 49; 13; and it" 1s 


| he thar.takes care of theſe birds, Dexr. 22.'6. 
oh my ſoul, tart thoſe leffons from theſe 


poor creatures , faithfulneſs, diligence, and 
care, learn thoſe relative duties" here hinted 
out unto' thee ;. fly idleneſs as the bane .of 
vertue ;;'let thy general and particular cal» 
ling take up al thy time ; eſpecially kg 


| _ | Upon birds building their neſts. 
good husband for.thy ſou}. 3 :oh my. God, 


unplant every grace in my foul to this end, '| 


out xvith every corruptian, :make..me dili- 
gent for the wozld,, but eſpecially for hca- 
lk: ing aort gn ob bot yd tbe ndg 
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"+; Upona ſmall bird feeding ant young ones. 
64, Je. CYieeo 2 little; wren one of 

2” OOhe fiallett of birds that, hay 
a dozen young ones lying upon her hands 
|  plntaing, 22 take care of, and make pros 
viſion for ; I heedfully attended to fee what 
the event would be 3 I obſerved with. what 
$awearied. pains ſhe Iabours for their ſuſte: 
nance , how chearfully ſhe imployed. her 
little Frength to that end; even to the: neg? 


ie of her-own bly - how ſelf denyingly 
{he behaves : her felf , ſparing that. which 
The ſhauld have fed upon. to ſuſtain them, 
and from morning tall night buſieth , her 


ſelf to feed them: 3, but that which moſt. 


put me to a ftand was this, in her ,rcturns 
with meat they all ſtand with open, mouth, 
_ fo receive the new taken prey, which made 
me admire that ſych a filly creature, yal 
at reaſon , was able to. diſtinguiſh between 
thoſe ſhe had fed, and ;thoſe ſhe, bad not , 
which might in ſuch: a multitude have, puz- 
led 2 better head; I wondred.that ſome. # 
| 5:6 og 1k 
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Upon a ſmall birdfeeaing many yoangones:" 303 
the moſt lively did- not get' all, and-ſtarys 
'the weaker, but that' God: hath put fuch-an- 
inſtin& into - them, - thus to/- cheriſh theix 
» | young, hath given them alſo ſo much know- 
ledge as to.fit them to: do. it : Having ſpent 
{ome time in this: Obſervation unobſerved, 
[ thought to try her, affeQions, to.her;youn 

ones a little further;” T approached the nefl 
+ Nas if I intended to rob her of her young, 
ft | where I obſerved that poor creature natural- 
4 | ly fearful and timerous, with what boldneſs, 
S || confidence, and undaunted courage ſhe- op- 
| poſed her {ſelf to her {mall power to have 
t | reſcued her young ones out of ty hand, e- 
t | ven to the hazard of her qwn life ;_ this 
7 | plainly diſcovered to me:the divine provi- 

r || dence of the great houſeholder that doth not 
1 || only provide meat: but alſo ſome- one to give 
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y £.it in due feaſon, and to help thoſe that can- 
hn Þ not help themſelves, and puts ſuch; an in- 
, | finT into ſugh poor deſpicable creatures, 
r || that they deny themſelves to help their young 
t F-ones, and venture their lives for their fafety, 
5 | and never leave:them till they are able to 
1; | help cthemfelves,' and then forlake. them ' as 
e I if they knew thenn' not. and that , he gives 
d Buch. a bleſſing 19: the labours of theſe two 
n F.poor wretches, that ſuch ai numerous-brood 
thould be provided for,: and'no doubt brings 
'the-prey 10:them'by-Iis providence: this al- 
-la:may ſilence. our Atheiſts, . and may make 
[A in 


Jok Upon a foal! bird feeding 1many-young ones. 
hint ley his hand upon his-mouth, for what 

| accidentall concurring'of atomes car occaſion 
this;-this made*me alſo conſider: how depe: 
nerdte 4 piece-poos marr is, many. of them 
having obliterated» what the moſt favage ani: 
mats have retained; vis. ' this natural affeQi: 
on'to'their young, fo that we may.take up 
that complaint a&ainſt many .our times, 
more deferyedly "then the Prophet doth a: 
gainfſt JF, Zak. 4.3. even: the. (ea monſters 
draw oud their breafts, and gevue (utk to," their 
Fours ones, the danghter of my people is become 
eruel like the Oftriches in the wilderneſs: theſe 
forſake their children through. the: extrem I © 

ty of famine, or for want-of natural affe: 
tion, Rox. 1. F1. there ave-many refuſe ty q 

| _"bour,/to maintain their charge; the -fonls | ©: 
of the air will riſe up in judgment againſt el 
theſe, yea, many waſte and ſpend-thar rio- 'f 
touſly that is provided to' their- hands,” when 
theſe poor. creatures pifictr their own” beHics le 
| + 0 feet their litthe ohes: 5 how: inany? men | © 
and Women enflued! With. reaſon” an q ob le 
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Upon 4 ſmallbird feeding may young ones. 305. 
thoſe principles nature hath impriated in 


28 | them, that they often lay violent Hands up- 


on their own children, and not only con- 


” | trivetheir death, but alſo effeft it ; I would 


daily experience did nat ſpeak out this truth 
too lowd , what afſizes is there almoſt but 
ſome or other are tried for their. lives-upon 
this account ? But though ſame have a care 
of their childrens bodies, there are but a 
few that make any proviſion for their ſouls, 
though that be their maſter piece, but ſuf- 
fer them to be eternally ruined : Oh the 
ſtupendious folly of the moſt of men, they 
train up their children as they da - their 
horſes, teach them to drudge, and then they 
think they have given them ſufficient edy- 
cation 3 many if they can leaye them an 
eſtate, though with a curſe: intailed upon 
o | it, have their deſires ; many are too tender 
«n | of the body, that have little care of the ſoul, 
let that fink or ſwim ; but the - time will 
come; that the ſoul will be found the choi- . 
ſeſt jewel, and the loſs of that, the grea- 
teſt loſs : oh/my ſoul be diligent in thy 
calling, make proviſion for thy relations, to 


thy power : he that provides not for his famj- 


ill”, hath denyed” the faith, and #.worſe then an in- 
: | fidel, x Tim. 5. 8: be not without natural 
| zfeQions 3 but that is not efough. , be agt 
without ſpirisual affeftions ': ſee that they | 
hays mentem ſanam ” vprpore ſane » Rog 
4 -  TYS 


F 


the body muſt - not 'be 'negleted ,. nor the 
things *of the world ſlieghted, yet know, 
this is not the main 3 a.little grace is worth 
© great deal of gold : -keep a mean in earth- 

_ 1y-enjoyments, between coveteoulneſs 8& pro- 
_digality : fear not an extream in ſpirituals-: 

oh. my God, help me to ' regulate my life 
both to externals and internals, by the rule 
'of thy word and ſpirit. "4 


q—— 


11pon the prating of a Parrat. 


65. Med. H Earing a Parrat talk and prate, 

>. .4 Land counterfeit mans voice, 
and utter words which yet he underſtood 
not ; whenl had conſidered of it, Ithought 
it-was a lively .embleme of an ' hypocrite , 
For as this bird doth imitate man, and coun- 
terfeits his voice, ſo doth an hypocrite. imi- 
'tate a true Chriſtian, both in words. and 
*geftures, | {peaks as he. ipeaks,. and. atts...25 


_ "he a3s;- for what aQion or what duty can - 
__aChriſtianperform , as to. the external patt 


'6f jr, which.an hypoczite cannor, doth. no 
3 do bh As rheve 1s NO hearb 19 the garden, but 
*there is ſome: counterfeit of "it 10 rhe -ficld., 


which: reſembles_it, ſo. there..js no. grace-n 


_ *Hhe>Heart. of a belieyer, but.tbe devil.hath 
'its-counterteit, 'and cherefore ir,-1$..4' cun- 
*3ing-thing:t0 be'a .Cliriſtians and an; oa 

; thing 
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porn the prativee of a Paryar, 307 


thing to 'be deceived for what can a'true 
w, Chrittian 'do'for rhe*bulk., and» materiality 


thy of duty, 'but'a hypocrite can 'do alſo, yea, 
th-] ſometimes ſeems to exceed. him ? and as in 
ro-f| duty, '{o-in conference 'and diſcourſe ,. it us 
s:|| bard to diſcern the -one from ithe: other: ; 
ite} hypocriſy may be fpun with a-fine thret , 
uleſ] and hardly. diſcerned-either inithe cloath.or 
colour from fincerity;”but it-is-oftety found 
out in the wearing to-be-but-a -cheat ; in, 
ſtorms and tempelts/it"1s*apt ito» change co- 
lour, and will -not hotd vut-, but fhrinks 
in the wetting : there'is indeed/s; difference 
te, now both" in -parb 'and language , the one 
e I 18 truly beautiful;the other's but -paidt and 
ol varniſh, which: tifrie makes to fade : they 
lt] ſpeak (it-4s/true) the fame things j/ but the 
e , | one ſpeaks what he knows, and 'the other 
and by hearſay : both may «diſcourſe the deep 
wtf myſteries of Religion , as the parrat may 
nd 'myſteryes of ſtate, if taught , 'but under- 
8} ftand 'not 'Whar they fay : Can a-true Chri- 
al f-ftian diſcourſe of redemption, regeneration, 
att Þ eonyerfion, adoption, ſanAification, &c. fo 
act } can the other alſo, 'but the one ſpeaks: what 
auf he feels,” the other not 2 "the Chriſtian findes 
the marks and tokens of it"in” his own 
0 | foul; 'the other riot +: can the'one; diſcourſe 
alJ of the workings'of the"ſpirit it 'the heart, 
| bf a believer; the aftings of 'grace, of com- 
munion 4yith' God; '&c::{o can the others? 


[ 
z 
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the one, and the other differ, like that of a 
. traveller, that hath been at Rome or Pence, 
. or Feruſalem, or Conſtantinople, and hath ſeen 
thoſe places, and known thoſe inhabitants, 
-and. dwelt among them, and his who hath 
- only heard, or read of them, or ſpake with 


the ſcituation of the place, the manners of 
. the people, the government, cuſtomes, ang 
laws they are ruled by, then the others can; 
.yet 1s not their knowledge alike : the one 
-1s aſſured 'by ocular demonſtration, 'of what 
| he ſpeaks, the other not ; theſe eyes ſaw it, 


other 3 ſo it is here, one ſpeaks what he 


3 08 Upon the prating of. 4 Parrat. 
can the one ſpeak our his experiences of the 


- goodneſs of God, the vanity, of the crea- 


ture, the birterneſs of ſin, the comforts and 
directions of the ſpirit, the beauty of hohi- 


__ neſs, &c. the other can counterfeit this al- 


fo ? but all this while, the hypocrites heart 


- and tongue agree not : he diſclaims againſt 


that ſin which he loves, and pleads for, the 
holineſs and integrity which he ſecretly hates, 
and abhors, and ſpeaks well of God and his 


| laws, his ordinances and his people, which 


in his heart he abhors : The knowledge of 


thoſe that have ſeen them ; the latter per- 
haps may ſpeak as much , nay , more of 


{ faith one ) thele ears heard it, ſaith the 


- 


knows, 'the other what he hears : Or it is 
like the difference between the knowledge 


of a diſcaſed perſon, and that of a phyfiri-J 


ans 
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Upon the prating of a Partat. 309 
an, the latter can ſpeak more of the cauſes, 
ſigns and ſymptomes of the diſeaſe, and more: 
ſearnedly deſcribe it , but the other. feels 
what he ſaith, and knows the working of 
the diſeaſe in another manner of wiy then 
the phyſitian who hath only read of it, or 
heard of it from others : this. is the diffe- 
rence of the knowledge. between the fincere .. 
Chriſtian and the hypocrite, the one ſpeaks 
knowingly, experimentally.. feelingly , tru- 
ly, the other ſpeaks by Tote , like the par- 
rat only, what is tanght him difſemblingly, 
hypoeritically, and falfly, pretending to ex- 
perience that they do not : oh my foul , 
take heed of contenting. and fatisfying thy 
{elf with 'a bare notional knowledge, with- 
out experimental heart-knowledge, it 1s not 


that which floats in the brain , but that 


which/finks'down and ſeaſons the heart and 
life that will: do thee"good ; the former a. 


manmay'carry along with him to hell, yea, 
the devils have it in a greater meaſure then 


the moſt knowing man, though bad'words | 


may?Yea, will condemn thee, if not repen- - 


ted-of, you good: words ( if any ifuct.can ; 
be Ywithqut-good aftions, and good-heargs, * 
cannot fave: rhee 4 yea; thoir wilt-be guilty ' 


of ſelf condemnation in juſtifying what thou -. 
45ſt n6t-labour after: ;-if -;godline(s and ;a __ 


holy life be good; why. doit: thou not ye .... * | 
thus'2 if nor; why:doſt-thoy ſpeak” thus ? 


Uu3 -, - why. 
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210 Upon the prating.of 4. Parrat: 
why doth not thy. heart and. tongue agree ? 
ſincerity. 1s the true: philoſophers ſtone , it 
turns all into gold , and makes weak per- 
formances acceptable : hypocriſy turns all 
into droſs : oh my. God, gratit me | heart- 


knowledge'as well as brain knowledge, leſt 


I go to hell with a.candle in my hand : 
ſuch knowledge may. ſerve to ſink. me, not 


/ 


, walk in it little profits. ; to ſpeak of heaven 
and not enjoy, will do me no:good + Lord, 
let me-be in ſubſtance what I am in ſhew ; 


in truth. 


mn . A. 
— LM oy ——_— m4 


| Upon a Kite kild by a Fowler eating his prey. 


66, Med 7 Fen I obſerved a kite, that 

/ V bird of prey, how fiercely 
he ſtruck: at a trembling partrich , -carrying 
her, away in her griping \talons, rending 
Her in pieces: in an inſtant, when the poor 
1nnocent creature could make no refiſtance, 


and none. came to-her reſcue, and devour- 


4 ing. her yet alive, all reaking in her blood, 
and intombed. her.; in his cruel deyouring 
aw; Methought-it.was as bloudy a. ſpe- 


but. while I conſidered of the a&, bebold, 


to ſave me ; to talk of the. way and not 


yea, Lord; make me ſuch as I ought to be 


| "$Dtacle, as eyer'I beheld, to ſee an innocent 
| thus; uſed , \that; had 'never, injured-.him ; 


is 
PTe 


Hpona Kite kild by a Fowler eating bis prey; 21 
/a fowler undiſcerned,, ſhot him: dead upon 
the place, in the height of his cruelty: with 
-- | the meat in his mouth, ſo that-he had fowr 
1- | fauce to his ſweet meat : When I had a 
- | while conſidered the matter, -I;thoughtT had 
t | ſen ſome ſuch dealing in the world, yea, 
: | amongſt men, where-one. makes a prey ups 
t || on another, and- like the - fiſhes in- the:-ſeaz 
t Þ| the great ones ſwallow. up the leſfer', .and 
1 | feeds upon. them as theſe birds. of prey :do 
,. | upon thoſe that cannot reſiit- then: The 
: | great ones of the world are: like- this! kite”; 
e | zood for nothing, unprofitable burthens.of 
the earth,. feeding-upon the brains of- their. - 
innocent neighbours : how many cruel gri- 
ping Landlords, wring fo many tears: from 
their Tenants eyes in their life time:,; that 
at their death they have not;'one moxze- to 
ſhed? how unreaſonably do they rack their 
rents, and extort unreaſonable fines ? how 
do they oppreſs them by unreaſonable: 1m= 
poſitions, ſervice, and other covenants, -force 
them to do their work, keep their 1dogs' ; 
horſes, and ſuch like, when all this-twme - 
they pay- to the utmoſt farthing: for what 
they have, -that. were it nat-for; their: libers 
ty,1t were as good for them live 1n 7 Znrkgt 
as where they-do?- they - cark -and: cars; land 
moil, and toil; and. ri{e-carly-and 1y::dbwih 
late, . and: eat 'the bredd-obicarefulneds: they 
fare: hardy and work hard; andxdenyittfhems 
Wwe On  felves 
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ſelves even neceffaries, yea, can ſcarce get 
cloathes for their backs, or meat for their 
bellies, bat moil hike ſlaves or horſes, and 


have, ſeizeth upon their eſtates, turns them 
| put of houſe and harbour, perhaps throws 
them into priſons where they end' their mi- 
fery, -while their families depend upon the 
\ courteſy of the pariſh : In their poyerty the 
Landlord deals with them-, as men'do by 
their horſes, when one is tired they call for 
another, and ſhew them not ſo much favour 
as they do their dogs, for when they be 'wea- 
ried in their ſervice, they feed them , and 
make proviſion for them ; Now all this cru- 
elty is uſed to fatisfy their -infatiable ava- 
Tice, or to maintain their hawks and hounds, 
and whores, and other like debaucheries, 
and all too little : they ſuck their brains , 
drink their tears; and ſuck their bloud 3 and 
if their Tenants' or poor neighbours are 
wronged by them, they may expe& no more 
juſtice, then the fox and aſs in the fable, 
that were to divide the prey with the lion, 
they muſt give away their right for peace- 
fake, our with all, and 'think they ſpeed 
well it they 'meect with.no further miſchief ; 
the laws. themſelves prove 'ofteri like cob- 
| webs, they hold little flys but the 'preat ones 

break through ; But the time is-coming — 
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et all*too little'to ſatisfy their greedy Land: 
Jord, who at length ſtrips them of all they I 
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Tp0n 4 Kite kild by a Fowler eating his prey. 305" 
the fowler death will ſtrike theſe birds of 
prey to the heart, and long-it wilt not- be 
before it be done, and an impartial. judge' 


will make them vomit up. the blood they: | 


from between their teeth, and make them 
know, that they were, the ſole proprietors 
of what they enjoyed, but that he lent it 
for other ends then they employed it 1a ; 
and now their condition will be worſe then 
their poor Tenants, and: their accounts greas-' 
ter - remember the ſtory of Dives and Za- 
zarus, both in their.life, and in their death 3* 
oh how- good is it for men to live fo as* 
not to be aſhamed to live, nor afraid *to 
dye,” and to keep a conſcience void of puilt 
that it cannot accuſe them of any unjuſt o? 
uncivil aQ, leſt the ſergeant death put them 
into the devils hands, and they be caſt into 
priſon : thaſe that will not now abate their 
tellow-lervants a penny , ſhall themſelves 
pay the utmoſt farthing : he' that will ſhew 
no mercy, ſhall finde none when they ſtand 


1n need,. and thoſe that now feed upon: 6-* 


thers, death ſhall ere long feed ſweetly 'on 
them, #06. 24. 20. yea,the never-dying worm 
ſhall feed upon them, as it is fabled, the 
yulture did upon Promethens his liver : oh 
my ſoul, live ſo holily towards God , and 
{6 uprightly towards man, that thy grea- 
teſt enemies may have- nothing. to object a- 
, 23 97, f F "IE - | : gainſt 


of the unfaithful ſervant : conſider , thou 


art but. a teward. of what: thou. enjoyeſt :_ 
and what 15 under. thy hands, thou haſt 
but. the-diſpole of it, for. thy. maſters uſe , 


and he will require an account ; take heed 
of getting any. thing unjuſtly , keeping it 
unlawfully, or parting with-1t ſinfully. ; put 
not the poors part in- any childes. portion, 
this will. be a canker to conſume the. reſt , 
and bring acurſe upon thy poſterity : grinde 
not- the. faces of the poor, for their redee- 
mer 15 mighty, and: will - not bear” it ; do 


as thou wouldſt be done by ; ſhew mercy. 
or thou wilt- miſs. of it when thou. ſtandft. * 


- In need-; if thou wilt not forgive. others, 
God will not forgive thee : Oh'my God, I 
have this ſin. of cruelty in my gature alſo, 
oh curſe and blaſt this bitter root, that it 
may. not ſpring up in me :- inchne my heart 
to lenity. and mercy, yea, to forgive mine 


enemies, that I may reſemble thee my fa-. 


ther, -that doſt good both. to the good and 
tothe bad. n 
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gainſt thee bur concerning the law of thy., 
God-: Improve thoſe talents. God. hath. lent.” 
thee to! his gloty,. leſt thou have. the doom 
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pon a kite ſcaring aloft, yet minding her prey... 


| (9. Med. OZ=vins the Kite that bird of 


/ prey, ſoaring aloft, towring, 
on high, as if he: meant to ſcale the clouds, 
and look into heaven, and with the Zagle zo 
make his neſt among the ſtars, Obad. 4. And 
yet I obſerved he ſuddenly deſcended , fell 
upon his prey, and deyoured 1t ; This ob- 
ſervation ſatisfyed me, that though he aim: 
ed at heaven , and ſeemed to {corn- theſe 
inferiour things , yet his eye and minde 
was fixed here below, and grovelled on the 
cround 5 though the body were above, the 


| heart was below, and his mounting aloft. 


was but difimulation , and upon deligne , 


|| like the fox in the fable , that pretended 


himſelf dead, ' to take his prey the better -; 
ſo this kite ,to compaſs his ends, carry on» | 
his deſignes, and to take his unwary preyy 
uſeth this ftratagem : I thought this was: a. 
lively Embleme ofan hypocrite, who ſeems 
to be all for heaven, when he: mindes no- 
thing leſs ; he is only minding his prey, 
driving on ſome carnal deſigne, and when. 
he ſeems to be trading for heaven, and-dil-_ 
courſing with God himſelf , yet his heart 
and affetions are glued to rhe world, and- 
he.is carrying on ſome ſelf-intereſt, or. fleſh- 
ly defigne. ; and is like VR ” | 
| ooks 


yas tone hteſawing ab 


are many. more of his minde, who _ a 


bar”; fome'that dependPupon forte! godly 


Feat benefattor \ counterfeit their eoloiirs, 


looks -one way, and rows another : Thus 


' the Phariſees thoſe_ nored hypocrites did 


for ander pretence of long prayers , they devon- 


ell widdows: houſes, and fitht for popular ap- 


planſe with their prayers, faſtingsand almeſ: 
deeds Mat. 6.1, 2, 3, Oc. their hearts were 
on earth, 'when their hands and eyes-were 
lifted up. to heaven : A hypocrite 15 moſt 


_ deyout, when preferment, profit or applauſe 


is in ſight, bur key-cold when there is no 


. temptation ; they are burning hot in the 
ublike, Inkewarm in their famylyes , and 


ey-cold in their cloſets ;- they are like a 
CardinalI have read of, and doubtleſs there 


poor fithermans ſon, was for his. humility 
nd 'other qualifications advanced to ſeveral 
egrees of honour , but always to minde 


him of his mean extration, and” to keep. 


him humble; as he ſaid, he would have his 
Fathers Net in anda r en ir "that he 
might not forget his' deſcent , but at" rhe 
hfſt being made Pope, the net was. Taid* a: 
fide, being detnanded the reaſon, he'reply- 
ed, when the fiſh 3s caught what "neal 
there of the net? -This'net and feighedHius 
mility was, but to take' the fiſh :* and there 
are many in © our titnes fiſh wittr fach' a 


rear man,” or fome religions Landlord , or 


and 
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and pretend to wear their livery,-the 'bet> - 
ter to ingratiate themſelves into- their fa- | 
vour and friendſhip, but when. they have _- - 
caught the fiſh , -the net is thrown: aſide 5:41: 
cr. | for when they have attained their' end, ox-- 
are fruſtrated of. their expeQation- ,. they 
ſoon caſt off the ſheeps-skin, and-appear-1n 
& || their own likeneſs, they. make religion but 
&. || 2 ſtalking-horſe to take their prey, and uſe 
1t for no other end, and when that work is . 


10 Fr 
ie | done, they lay it atide ; they have a piece 
4 | of work to do, and when one t9ol will not 
, || do it, they lay that aſide and take another ; 
'« | if profeſſion of religion fail them, they will . 


a | turn perſecutors', and thoſe that now” cry 
ry hiil maſter, will ſhortly cry, crucify his, they 
il tollow not Chriſt tor love, but for loaves , 
1. | and will be his ſervants ſo long , and no | 

longer then they gain by him : they put their 
L hands to the plow , and look back, and will 
1 | have no moreof religion then. will .do them 
Fl Fpor ; While it will ftand, with: thair cre- 
it, profit, or worldly advantages they wall 
-/ | be religious, when they mult part with any 
f; thing, they will not buy heaven at ſo dear 
| 2 rate; but let ſuch take heed of mocking 
| God, that will not be 'mocked , or of playing 
7 with this candle, leſt they burn their wings 

or approach too neer the ſun of righteoul- 
L nels, .leſt like cars they 'melt their waxem 
£ wings, and they deceive them ; God can 
q 
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318. Uponakiteſearing hf}, 
eafily ſee through this thin vail of difſimy- 
lation, and ſmell the filthy ſavour of an hy- 
pocrires rotten lungs ; this fire will ſoon 
diſcover this painr, and without oyl in the 
veſſel; as well as a lamp in the hand, there 
1s no-entring into the bridechamber : it is 
not then a Zora, . Zord, open ro us, will ſerve 
turn, yea, ofren this rotten inſide wall rot 


the outſide alſo', and thoſe ulcers at thef 


heart will break forth .in the life and con- 
verſation : oh my ſoul, beware of hypocryſy, 
that damning fin , that ruines thouſands , 
and ſends them to hell, and unfits a man 
for any office or imployment in Church or 
Mate ; this will make. thee hatefull both 
to. God and man ; man will hate thee for 
thy profeſſion, God will hate thee for coun- 


_  terfeiting his colours, and ſerving the de- 


vil in his livery : if religion be bad; why 
wilt thou profeſs it ? if 1t be good , why 
wilt thou not praCtice it ? Make the tree 
good, and his fruit good, or make the tree evill, 
and his fruzt evill : be'as thou ſeemeſt or ſeem 
85 thou art, iand do. nat diſhonour God by 
. a great -profeſſion, andan evil converfation, 
there is no-deceiving God by a fained ſhew, 
who'tryes the heart ani ſearches the yeins ; he 
toves'trath in the inward part, andthe 'fe- 
ereteſt thought of the heart cannot paſs' by 
him undiſcovered”; ſincerity "is-'the'' true 
_ philoſophers ſtone thatturns allthings-mro 

Is | | | gold, 
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yet minding her-prey. | 3T9 
gold, and makes weak performances. accepta- 
ble, when: hypocryſy-turns all into drofs ,, 
glorious pertormances..into ,guilded ;abomi- 
nation : oh my God, my heart is deceit- 
full , and deſperately wicked, a neſt of un- 
clean birds rooſts there, and this fin as 
well as others lurks\1n it; Lord, thou know- 
eſt my condition , diſcoyer my ſelf to my 
ſelf, and:let not my own heart deceive 'me-: 
create in me 4 clean heart, O-God, and renew 
a right ſpirit within me : what good will a 
ſhew do without a ſubſtance, or a profeſfi- 
on without the practice -;' whatever. :thou 
denyeſt me, deny me -not ſincerity 5 what 
ſhall I do at the wedding without a wed- 
ding-garment, or what good will -a lamp 
do without oy], or a talent, if not impro- 
ved, | 


\, .. Hpone Bird ina cage. 


68.44. J, J Pon the obſervation-of a. bird 
1:1 SLlg acage, thatwas kept warm 


and; ſecured-from danger , fed to. the; full., 


and rhat without her: care. or pains, 1o-that 


in .my..apprebenſion Jhe - wanted nothing 
that, might. give conteut ,.-0r -Miniſter de- 
light-;, the neither. fel-want-por wo. ; yet 


it ſeems; {be wasi not- content, -with this ſup- 


Hoy ceſs 


[2 


Vroom 


$20 © Upon a Bird in 4 cage. 
"ceſs of tifne ſhe gets looſe, fled away and 
refuſed to return, ſhe eſteemed her liberty 
more then all her enjoyments, and rather 
'expoled her felf to want and penury; yea, 
to: danger and trouble, then: to return to 
her eaſy confinement , and truft her ſelf 
 Tather to the mercy of the mercileſs enemy, 
then to her greateſt benetaCtor : The thoughts 
of this raiſed my Meditation as high as our 
firft parents Adam and ZFve in paradice, they 
were placed in a place of pleaſure , provi- 
ded for by God himſelf - wanted nothing 
for-neceſſity or delight, and had only one 
little reſtraint laid upon them, to forbear the 
frutt of one tree, which haply had it not 
been forbidden, had not been deſired; but 
impatient. of this reſtraint, they break the 
cage, and got looſe, and ſo were. turned 
out into the wide world, and by this means 
brought want and miſery, danger and death 
upon all their poſterity, and expoſed them- 
Jelves and their off-ſpring to be a prey to 
the devouring vulture, Benn : and this is 
the condition of their poſterity , they . like 
not Gods cage, becauſe the devil promiſes 
more liberty, but brings them really into 
'moreſlavery, they leave Gods ſervice which 
is perfe& freedom for the devils drudgery, 
-in hopes of more freedom, but really more 
fhvery ; they ſerve a-worſ maſter, are fet 
-about-worle work, and ſhall. receive worſe 
HERS wages ; 
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wages : loath theyre tobe under” any re- 
ſtraint, and yer the deyil keeps them in the 
moſt ſervile {lavery : fain they would have 
their fll of fin; and this will bring them in 
their fll of mifery ; for ſuffering: will fol 
low fin; as the ſhadow doth'the ſubſtance 
if fin go before, miſery will. follow after, 
and they will rue-the time” that 'ever they 
left their cage, changed their Maſter; or left 
his work : for when they come-to receive 
their wages, they will be: ſenſible: of theip 
folly 3 eternal deſtruction 15the . beft wayes 
the devil gives; but. eternal life" is Gods re- 
ward : /But lets leave theſe doing their ma- 
ſters work, and expeQting his - wages:,::and 
conſider manan his temporal concerns. ;i 

-here alſo you will -finde him a diſconten= 
ted creabure, and though you follow hint 
trom .the:womb-.to the: tomb, you wall. a 
ways finde. him in a reſtleſs. condition;: ne- 


- | venfativfied,” never 'contented;: in; his infan- 


ty and ehildhoad;” never able: to: brook. any 
cagey\br-:endureany. reſtraint. , any thing 
but gyro iIchook/!and:any book will: pleafe 
but thatzhe'is:torlearn int; any. atatbGogi 
bica fchotler=in theiryouth any thing but 
ſerviee dy. apprentiſhips-! and:any:trade--but 
wits they 'aure-bound to - and-/ahy:Mafter” 
buritheir-own ;- afted.any; eſtate but:a ſingle 


- _—_— 


| life wndewhen married they: are ſoon 3 
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Y22 Upon a Bird in a cage. 
of cares, that ſleeps ſoundly, feeds heartily, 
and hath: all neceflaries provided for him 
plentifully, and nothing lies upon him but 
a little moderate labour, to do his work , 
and receive his wages, when ofttimes the 
maſter works as hard as he all day, and 
Fpends his ſpirits, and at night breaks his 
fleep with anxious cares and fears, and tur- 
moiling thoughts , how he ſhall pay his 
rents , diſcharge his debts, provide for his 
family, meat, drink and cloathes, and other 
neceſlaries, how he ſhall pay ſcot and lot 
as they ſay, and bring: both ends together, 
and al proves too little many times, yea, 
a thouſand. things more run in his minde 
and break his brain, yet this ſervant not 
content with this condition , diflikes his 
Cage, leaves it, he cannot away with any 
Teſtraint, he muſt needs be his own man, 
or rather his own Maſter, ftand upon his 
own legs, be ruled by his own will, leaves 
-his ſervice, alters his condition , marries 
and ſets up for. himſelf, and now he thinks 
all will be well ; but after 'awhile , when 
pincht with want, and miſery, and forc' 
'to maintain a_wife and children, and much 
_ =adoto get them bread, he begins to wiſh | q, 
_ "oh that I were in my cage again,. I ſhould 
-PT1ze it better then I have done, and: be 
-gins to think: his ſervice was better then 
his freedom, and wiſbes.: when it is. w 
| 4 i 
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Upona Bird ina tage. = 
late that he had better conſidered itz and 
look't before he leapt :' and thus it 1s with 
ut} men in all callings, eſtates and degrees, al- 
5 | ways diſcontent, if any reftraint-be laid up- 
ie | on their inſatiable mindes: Oh my foul, 
id | chooſe nct another Maſter till thou! art ſure 
sf of a better, that will mend thy work, and 
-J better thy wages ; this cannot be fſatans 
Sf his wages 1s eternal deftruQtion, when the 
Sy pift of God is eternal life ; break not Gods 
ey priſon for the worlds liberty, now thou art 
ot liberally provided for, and remaineſt under 
Ty the wings ofthe Almighty, and no devour- 
©, ing vulture can moleſt thee, bur if at- the 
de inſtigation of Satan thou break thy cage, 
th and make. an eſcape , a thouſand dangers 
us will aſſault thee, and thy poor ſoul will be 
ny made alprey to this roaring 1you that ſeeks 
iy dy and night to devonr it, 1 Pet. 5.8. the des 
Wy vil that bloud-thirſty enemy will purſue tlice 
'S} to deſtruction , and nothing will ſatisfy 
16y him but thy ruine ; oh my God, my ſtrength 
WJ is in thee, and not in my ſelf, my enemies 
ny aremany, politick and cunning, bloud-thirſty 
and cruel, treacherous and deceitfull, and 
ch my own' heart like an inbred traitour- rea- 
nf dy to betray me into his hand ; / have wo 
ld ftrength pain this enemy, only mie eyes are up 

to thee : Lord, keep me under the ſhadow of thy 
wings, & let neither the temprations of ſatan; 
northe: frow gs of ſitiiles of the world draw 
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Upon a bird with a clogs at her foot. 


69. SN I beheld a- poor bird 
FEOS that was taken priſoner, and . 
her Jaylar the better to ſecure his priioner 
had hanged a little clog at her foot, I took | 
notice how when ſhe endeyoured to mount 
up, ſhe was always hindred and pluckt back 
again , and all her endeayours proved vain, 
as priſoners that are in for flagitious offen- || 
ces , have fetters, ſhackles, and great ſtore }} - 
of irons clapt upon them to prevent their | 
eſcape, and hinder their flight, ſo it fared 
with this poor bird ; ſhe had a weight that | 
ſhe could not lift, I perceived ſhe had a will 
to be gone, but power was wanting , ſhe 
was not content with -her ſlavery}/#ÞWurt how 
to remedy it ſhe knew not : endeavours 
were not wanting-but a wiſhed ſucceſs ſuc- 
ceeded not : I thought this much reſembled 
. the ſtate of the poor ſoul by nature , who 
was taken priſoner by ſatan at the fall, and 
ever fince kept under reſtraint, and the de- 
wil leads her captive at his pleaſure , and he 
hath to ſecure hispriloner, ſhackled and fet- 
tered her ever ſince, for fear of an eſcape, 
from which ſhe cannot free her felf , but | 
Temains ftill under bondage. ; nay, the un- 
regenerate man 1s ſo fettered and clog'd, 
and as 1t were lockt to a poſt, that he. can+ I 
Pons > | - 2.0 
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heart to heaven, and fo infatuated withall, 
that he cannot heartily deſire his libefry, or 
pray- for it, Satan hath'put ſuch a force up- 
on him that he is content to have--his- ear 


bored, and to ſerve him for ever, *he is {a 


acquainted with his ſervice that he thinks 
there 1s no better Maſter, nor no better work; 
he 15s like a bruit beaſt, ſtill grovelling:iup- 


on the earth, and thinks there 1s no greater 


happineſs ; he is like H/ifſes his men, "fa- 


bled, by. Circes charmes 'to be turned-Iihto 


ſwine; and being put to their choiſe, were 


content {o to remain, and not afſame*their 


human ſhape again ; ſo theſe are ſo bewiteht 
by Satan, that they are unwilling tobe-Gods 
free men, they know no other happineſs then 
to hav@their will, and to wallow in the mire, 
and are angry with them_ that would help 
them out, they firide more pleaſure in their 
drinking and drabbing, then ever they did 
in praying and hearing;-upon theſe we may 


write, the Zord have mercy upon them , for 


they have a plague-ſore running upon them, 


they are fick to death; and yet feel nothing 


ailing them ; 'there-is but. one phyſitian” 1n 
the world can. cure them, and that muſt 
be with a plaiſter of his blood : but we paſs 


by theſe as yet. wholly 'at the devils com- 


mand, and -1n his' power : But there are a- 


- nother ſort of men, that have this clog at 


X 3 the 
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$26 Upon a bird with 4 tlogg at ber foot. 
the heel, and that is the regenerate , that 
have the skales of igtoratice in ſome mea- 
ſurs- wiped from their eyes , and have a 
priniciple of life in therty, yet are not free 
trom this clog, though they are weary, and 
fain would be free, but cannot, and though 
their clog be lightned, and many of their 
* ſhackles and bolts knocks off, yet cannot 
they mount up as they deſire , they cannot 
content themielves with their earthly en- 
Joytnents, fain they would have a better 
portion, yet corruption hangs ſo faſt on, 
they have mnch ado to mount up to take 
a veiw of their heavenly manſion ; they 
date not eſpouſe their ſouls to any crea- 
ture-comfort , and yet can maintain but 
little communion with their husband, Chriſt ; 
if they do mount upon the wingsSf con- 
templztion, -and geta P:ſzah-fight of heaven, 
and a-veiw of thoſe nvitble things at Gods 
right hand, -yet how ſoon are they down @- 


gain, and much -ado to get a- glimps of 


Chriſt : they are like a man that. is look- 


ing at a ſtar through an Optick-glaſs, held 


with a palſey hand; it is but now and then 
they can get a fight, their corruption there- 
fore, that remains unmortified makes them 
. cry out with the Apoſtle : Rom. 7. 24. © 
wretched man that I am, who. ſhall delrver me 
from this body of eleath? Oh my ſoul ? 1s not 
this thy condition ? how comys it other- 


waits 
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Upon a bird with a clogg at her foot.” 4327 
wiſe to paſs, that thou prayeſt' ſo coldly , 
and heareſt. ſo drowſily , praiſeſt God fo 
faintly, and performeſt every duty ſo care» 
leſly ? js not heaven worth the having, and 
all the pains thou canſt beſtow about it ? is 
not thy ſoul worth the ſaving, and eterni- 
ty, worth minding ? canſt thou be zealous 
about trifles , and negligent in things of 
oreateſt concernment ? ſure there are hea- 
vy clogs lie upon thy heels, that thoy run- 
neſt no faſter : why art thou ſuch a ftran- 
ger to divine Meditation ? thou canſt think 
of the world without wearineſs, though -it 
be from morning to night, why. then -are 
thy thoughts of heaven ſa few and forced ? 
why art thou ſo ſoon tired in” duty *?To 
ſoon weary of ordinances , and- fo overly 
in them, that many times thou haft ſcarce 
a glimps of Chriſt 1n a duty , and but lit- 
tle communion with him at beſt; why doſt 
thou feed upon the husks of duty, and con- 
tent thy ſelf with the bare performance;, 
though: thou meet. not with. Chriſt 1n -the 
duty ? will this feed thee ? will it make 
thee fat ? how. comes it. to.paſs: io many 
vain thoughts, roving imaginations, imper- 
tinent wandrings are mixt- with ©. thy- holt- 
eſt dutys , and moſt ſolemn ſervices? do 
not thoſe evidence; to thy. face. that. cor- 
ruption remains ſtrong in thee , and grace 
weak ? and why contenteſt- thou thy elf 
. =» - with 


. $28 Mpon biras objerving their ſeafons- 
with theſe fetters, and ſtriveſt not , prayeſt 
not more againſt them ?: Oh my God, when 
Fhall {4 be freed: from thefe-.? when wilt 
thon knock off theſe bolts-,:and free me 
frons theſe fetters, and inlarge my feet, that 
T-niay” tun the ways of. thy commandments ? We 
then will-my: foul mount up to thee with Wha 
<chearfulneſs, then ſhall I ſerve God with- 
out wearinefs: or diſtrattion ;” oh: fit- me for 
my: change, and-then: , (come Zord Feſus, 
tome: quickly : 'grve me oyl in my veſſel ; 
'grace in my_ heart', andthe wedding-gar- | 
ment /of ſincerity for my ſoul , and: then || is 
come-at what hour thou pleaſeſt, © Fit 
GY ST YIED. Oh BI. HOOL ©. 775; 77 #40 

&  Yporr bir dx obſerving their ſeafons of coming | 


0 "and rerurniiip.' 
70. Med, N XN F Hen I obſerved the cuckoe, fy 
102 1 NY the fwallow, and many o- I nc 
ther-ſorts. of birds, how:exatly they obſer- | tr 
wed their ſeaſons, . both in coming and 're- || 2 
turning, and all othep birds in their build- | & 
ing and breeding; ,, how exa& they were,' I fe 
and-loft.not the-opportunity,. nor neglected. || *: 
he? ſeaſop jItr brought to my minde Gods 
complaint againft Z/7ael his:owr: people, anda} | 


* 
- 
42 


gainſt us, Fer. 8. 7. \7he ſtork. of the heaven , 
BO war ter Li aeneaggs 
6a2k 7 .* Pp Fes BI And 
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Singot how juftly it might be charged a- 
= nb; 


fo thy peace, butinow they are hid from thy 
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aud the ſwallow, know the time of their coming, 
but my" people know not the. judgments of the 


/ord ;” as if he ſhould ſay, theſe filly birds = 


by a natural inſtin&; without the ufe of.rea-' 


{| fon, know the times and ſeaſons of their 
Fpoing and returning, but my people: that - 
LY have greater helps and furtherances-, yer _ 


take no notice of the ſeafons of grace/, and 
of the times. of their viſitation' - he com<- 
plains likewiſe, £E/ay. 1. 3. the oxe knows bis 
owner , and the aſs bis maſters crib, but Tſrael 


f 40th riot know , my people dv not conſider; and 


is not this Ezglands caſe ? few conſider the 
time of their viſitation , or take notice-of - 
the footſteps"of Gods departure : Chrift.al 
ſo complains of ſuch, that could diſcern 
the face of the sky, .but could- not diſcern 
the ſignes of the times, at. 16. 2.3. as if 
he ſhould fay, are you ſo weather-wiſe.that 


you can foreſee the rain, and are you ſo ig- 


norant- of Scripture, that ye know not the 
time when the Meffah ſhould come ? at, 


23: 37.-0h Feruſalem , Feruſalem , thou that .. 


killeſ# the prophets , and ſtoneſt them that "are 
fent unto thee, how oft would 7 have gatheped: yon 
as 4 hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 


and ye would not, Luk: 19: 41,42. imhen” he 


p44 come. near, he beheld the city,' and wept” 0+ 
ver it, ſaying, if thou! hadſt known, even thow 
#t leaſt, in this thy day, the things that belong 
eyes, 
\Arc 


—_ 


ME 


"1 
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long, but no change' was perceived : oh 
r man, : how art thou degenerated, even 

er the fowls of heaven , or the beaſts 
of the earth ;, thou waſt made a prince over 
the works of Gods hands, and all terreſtri- 
al creatures were ſubjected to thee , and 
now-art ſent to- the oxe and-aſs to learn of 
them thy duty, and doth their underſtand: 
ing outreach thine £ Moſt men are apt e 


nough to take advantages for the world , 


they will not negle& ſeed-time, nor harveſt, 
neither will they omit Fair or Market, that 
their occaſions call them to , they ſuit their 
buſineſs to the ſeaſon of the year ; the Mari- 
ner obſerves both the winde and tide, and yet 
theſe very perſons which the world calls 
good husbands, are very fools in reference 
to the foul, and let flip ſpiritual advanta? 
pes ; they proyide not 1n ſummer for win- 
ter, 1n the day for the night , nor in this 
life for that which is to come ; Now #he 
gandle of the Zord ſhines upon our heads , and 
through his light we walk through darkneſs , the 
ſecret of the Zord is upon: our pavilion, Fob. 29 3, 
the ſeaſon ;of grace is yet continued , the 
harveſt is not quite over, the market-day is 
not. paſt, and we may lay in,proviſion for 
the.{oul, andthe means of grace is yet affor- 


| . ded us; but:how ſoon winter may approach 


we' know not ; how ſoon the fun of the 
wm” Goſpel 


ec. they had. lived under the. Miniſtery 
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WGoſpel may ſer, aud right come, we cannot 


tell, when no man can work; the ſhadows of the | 
evening are ſtretched out, Fer. 6. 4. and the - 
night ſeems to be approaching, and ere. long 


four day. will be over and never dawn a» 


gain : there are {ad ſymptomes , that -zhe 
elory is departed from 1ſrael, and that God is 
going from us, and wo to ws if he depart ; 
there are gray haires here and there upon mw, 
and we perceive them mot, Hoſ. 7. 9. *Tis: our 


[| wiſdome to obſerve our ſeaſon, and ftrike 


while the iron is: hot, and make hay while 
the ſun. ſhines, and work while we have 
the light, this is the ſeaſon .of gathering 
honey with the bee, and getting oyl with 
the wiſe Virgins 3 the bridegroom is at 
hand, and will come in an hour we know - 
not of, and at a time when we are not a- 


Fare of , and only thoſe that are prepared 


will enter with him, and the door will- be 
ſhut ; then ſhall we wiſh , as Chrift doth 
for Feruſalem, that we had known the' day 
of our viſitation , but it will be too late”; 

The time of our viſitation 1s called, -a day, 
for the ſhortneſs of it, and yet we ara:not 
{ure this day ſhall have twelve hours>; ma- 
ay mens. fun ſers at noon', God :may re- 
move his candleſtick from us, as he did:from 
the ſeven 42x Churches, or this dwelling 
from us, as from Shiloe, Fer. 7.12. end where 
are-we then ? Go 70 my place in Shiloh _ 
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1 ſet my name at the firſt, and ſee what 7 did 
20. it for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael 
and may not he ay thus of Zz2land ? what 
aſſurance have we more then they. of Gods 
continued preſence, if our ſins equal theirs? 
the abuſe. of mercies, the contempt- of © the 


Ordinance, the abuſe of 'his Miniſters, and 


the making light of Chrift himſelf , are 
crying ſins, and I fear-we cannot waſh our 
hands from them'; Oh my ſout ,' obſerve 
the ſeaſons of grace afforded to: thee by God, 
for whether thou improve -them or no ; 
they muſt be upon thine account : take the 
opportunityes put into thy: hands, take time 
by -the- fore-lock, or thou wilt  finde that 
4t is bald behinde : improve every talent 
God hath lent thee, and let none ruſt by 


thee 3 cheriſh every motion of the wed 
h 


. and blow it up'into a flame ; this -1s t 

ſeed-time; where thou muſt fow what thou 
Muft reap in eternity , Gal. 6. 7.+8. whatſo- 
ever'a man foweth that ſhall he reap , he that 
 foweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the feſh reap» cor- 


ruption ; but he. that ſowerh to the ſpirit ſhall 


of. the. ſpirit reap life everlaſting, and he that 
foweth ſparingly ſhall reap- ſparingly : this allo 
45 thy Cams , lay in'for winter: ,-1t 
.3s. thy market-day, fetch in proviſion, it 
is thy zow or never, neglect it not: oh my 
God; rouze up my dull-. and :drowlſy : foul 
hy ſome quickning conſiderations, and let 


me 


ro yons rat, Wins bn, yy Ros =—£ JF 


a Bots a ic wm @% od he 
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me not ſleep away my time in ſecurity ; 
rather ſpur me on by fome affeQton ,, then 
ſuffer me. to fall ſhort of my journeys end, 
let me live every day as if it were my laſt, 
and perform every duty as if I were preſently - 


to'give an account: of it to God. - 


——_ —_—_— _ 


Upon a ſnail. ( © | | 
71. Med. Ofrring a ſnail that ſluggiſh 


creature, : how ſlow ſhe was in 


her motion , how floathfull her 'pace, how 


much time was ſpent , how little ground 
ſhe rid, -and obſerving alſo that all the in- 
ſtigations I could uſe , rather hindred ther 
furthered her:journey ,, for when T- prickt 
her forward, ſhe plucks in her hotns, .and 
ſtood ftill , and no means: T could uſecould” 
make her mend her pace, this made me, 
think-this was a fit embleme of a ſluggard, 
as he 1s lively ſet forth by wiſe: Solomon in 
his book of Proverb?, the flothfull man'{ ſaith 
he ) ſaith, there is a lion in the may, T7 (ball - 
be flain in the ſtreet, Pro. 26.13, 14. he for- 
gets the roaring lion' that prompts him to 
theſe filly excuſes; but never any.came to 
hell that had not ſome excuſe for . their 
coming thither ; corrupt nature needs_not 
be taughr to tell her tail , fin and ſhifting 
came wmto the-world together ; men _ 
nd (99033 % 


"2334 '  Wpor a ſnail. | 
their fins from themſelves -by falſe gloſſes, 
from others by- idle excuſes, they would 
perſwade the world they have ſome reaſon 
to be mad, «s the door ( ſaith Solomon) 
turns upon the hinges, ſo aoth the ſluggard upon 
bis bed : abroad there is a lion, and at home 
there is a lusk that lives in the world to no 
purpoſe ; he hideth his hand in his boſom, and 
#t grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth : 
and much more to this purpoſe, but of all 
other. ,* the ſnail reſembleth rhe ſpiritual 
Nuggard, and the Lord knows there are 
many of them in our days, yea, which of us 
is not tainted with this diſeaſe ? for hard- 
ly canwe finde any men fo {luggith for the 
world, as moſt men are for heaven, or fo 
careleſs for the body as tliey are for the 
ſoul, the moſt of us ſleep in harveſt, and 
are like to. beg in winter ; ſlug away the 
day, and make no proviſion for night, when 
they cannot work, and loſe the opportunity 
God affords them, and have a price put into 
their hands, but have no heart to get wil- 
dome; they provide not againſt the winter 
night of death, nor zhe days of darkneſs which 

_ will :be many, Eccl. 11. $8. for as ſure as the | 
night follows the day, fo fure a change will 
come, a ſtorm will riſe, and fuch a ſtorm as 
will never be blown away to wicked world- 
 lings: There is too many profeſſors 'go on 
in-heavens way, as the proverb hath it, oz 
a * . 
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4 ſnails gallop, we can ſcarce fee them move ; 
and many like the crab-fiſh rather go back- 
ward then forward, they are like thoſe. filly 
women mentioned, 2 Tim. 3.7. ever learning and 
never come to the knowledge of the truth ; ma- 
ny have ſerved an apprentiſhip in Chriftia- 
nity, ſome two, ſome three, and ſome more, 
and neyer yet underſtood the myſtery of 
their profeſſion,. nay, not the grounds and 
fundamentals of Religion : thoſe that have 
been liſted ſouldiers twenty or thirty. years 
have not yet learned to handle their arms, 
nor known the uſe of their weapons ; thoſe 
that have been as long ſchollers in Chriſts 
ichool yet have not learned the firſt ' lef- 
ſon, of ſelf denyal , they have the ſame 
corruption unmortifyed, the fame grace 
weak or wanting 3 the ſame. doubts 'unre- 
ſolved, and the ſame fears upon their ſpi- 
Tits, as they had long ſince , many years 
are-paſt away, and their work ſtands at a 
ſtay, no more fitter for death, no more af- 
furance of heaven , no more. communion 
with God, no more knowledge of the ſtate 
of their own ſouls , and all rhis notwith- 
ſtanding the means. they haye had, the Mi- 
niftry they haye enjoyed , and the ſealons 
of grace they have lived in,; Now is not 
he a. monſter in nature , that is as big at 
two years old as at twenty, and is it «not a 
dullard indeed, that goes to ſchool twenty 
| Years, 


336 Upon a ſnail. | 
years; arid cannot” take out one leſſon : An: 
 clent profeſſors ſhould grow with the: oak ; 
more tirmly-rooted, and with the apple more 
ripe and mellow, theſe trees of righreouſ- 
neſs ſhould bring forth fruit ever to old age , 
| and add eyery year to their experience ; in- 
deed there ate ſome-that grow in opinions; 
and think this is #rowing in grace, and in 
few years run the-whole circle of errors ; 
and at laſt end where they began at pro- 
faneſs' if 'not at athieſm, they grow molt in 
the head, like children that have the rick- 
ets, when the reſt of the body pines ; theſe 
_ errors, the brats of their own brain are like 
ſuckers in-a tree; they draw all the ſap that 
ſhould feed the other branches to themlelves, 
and run up into aſpiring branches. fruitleſs; 
yea, hurtfull ; the {trength and vigor of the 
ſoul, the life and heat of their zeal, is ſpent 
upon theſe to maintain them, when the 
| Power of godlineſs languiſheth, but true grace 
grows yniformly, like a healthy body, though 
every member grows not to the ſame big- 
neſs, yet every member grows 11 proportt- 


on to the reſt, and ſo the body ts complea-_ 


ted; but alaſs where is this growth of grace 
_ diſcerned ? the moſt «profeſſors are in a 
languiſhing condition , their pulſe beats 
weakly, and their natural heat abates, and 


they are _inclining to 4 conſumption , or a 


_ - lethargy': oh my fow), is got this thy. con- 
Wy Ne | dyion 


>. 'T 
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that reſemble this ſnail, and have ſluggiſh-, 


Upon a ſnail... __ 
dition that 1s here deſcribed ? art not, thou 
fitly reſzmbled to this {luggiſh creature ? 

how long haſt thou been 1n Chrifts. ſchuol, 

and never the better ? how many apprenti- 

{hips haſt thou ſerved, and yet 'art a very 
dullard'; and. hittle more. grace appears then 

did many years ago ?,well, double thy di- 
lizence, amend thy pace; ſet about thy work 

t0 purpoſe, left God, turn thee out of his 
vineyard for. a loiterer, and give tliee thy 
porti9n with the unfaichfull, with the un: 
profitable ſervant, Mat. 25.26." had, idle- 
neſs been, a calling ,. doubtleſs -thau © hadft - 
been a good. husband ,, yet. at 'lalt; up and 
be doing , thou. carift nor lerve a better” Ma- 

ſter ,, expeX-better work or wages3 O my 
God; what ſhall T ſay to thee, or how ſhalt 

I anſwer:thee ? mine iniquity hath; found 

me gout, and my fin ſhews .1t lf, it is TI 


ly ſerved thee all my-days ;: .Lord , roufe 
me up out of my ſecurity, that T may make 
more haſte, leſt I fall ſhort of my journeys 
end, | 


- - . 


Uroy a [1 wail carrying hey houſe along with her. 


12- Med, Ny Hen I obſerved a fnail cat- 
1 ,» VV rying her houſe upon her 
back, and in fo doing carryed. all' ſhe had 
k with 
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| being asked by Demetrius, what he had loſt? 


_ * if any keathen could fay thus , how much 


a portion, that is durable, for the devil-anc 


with her in her removes ,.- it brought to 


my minde how the /ſraelites in the wilder- 
neſs, when ever they' journeyed , they re- | 


moved their tents, and carryed them with 
them, and when ever they 'reſted there, 
they picht them, and carryed all their ſub- 


- -» Rance for forty years ſpace alotg with them, 


and this might well put them in mitide 
that they were ſtrangers, and pilgrims, and 
there reſt was not here: 1 have read of hea- 


then .F4/po,- when tlie enery had ſeazed up-J 


on all he had, burnt the town he lived in, 
and took his wife and children priſoners , 


replyed, nothing , omnia mes mecum port : 
I carry all-along with me , efteeming his 
yertues his only riches,which rione could take 
from . him, but all loſeable riches he va- 
lued not 3 This made' me further conſider, 


"more a Chriſtian, that hath all his vertues 
adopted graces, and hath an intereſt in 
Chriſt,:and a title to glory ? for this 1s a 
Chriſtians al, and he can properly lay claim 


to-no more ; for as he hath. all from God,ſ 


{o he. hath all. in God, and having God, he 
bath all, and a rich portion-it” is. z- beyond 
_all the gold in the Zzazes, and all the wealth 
in the world ;. it is a more \f{oul-ſatisfying 
- Portion then the world- can afford, and ſuc 


all 
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all his inſtruments cannot deprive them of 
it ; andthis they may take along with them 


to & priſon; to a gibbet, yea, to the utmoſt 


ther: The men of the world would have 
their portion in the world and heaven , 


. = » 


| like paper and packthred into the bargain, 


. parts of the earth, if they are baniſhed thi- | 


S 


but 1t will not be ; they would carry the 


world upon their backs to heaven', bat it 
is too great a burthen to carry up the hull, 


.| and too big to enter with at the ftrait gate : 


The only way to make the beſt advantage - 


of the world, isto take. Chriſts counſel, Zuk. 
I6. 9. make your ſelves friends of the unrighte- 
ouſs mammon, that when they fail, they may re- 
cetve you into everlaſting © hattations * this is 
the way to ſend the world before us to hea- 
ven, or to improve it to the beft advantage 3 
teſtify your faith ( 'ar-3 the Apoſtle ) by your 
works ; improve theſe talents well, ad God 
will reward you for it, riches are not .pro- 
perly ours, 'but, Gods ; but if we make ſure 
the Jewel, we ſhall havethe box ; if we buy 
the wine, we ſhall have the cask 3 and if we 
ſeek firſt the kinodom of heaven, and the Tigh- 


 reouſneſs thereof; all other things el be adatd, 


Mat: 6.33. moſt men beginat the wrong end, 
they make ſure the world, and think then, 


all is ſafe, and heaven ſure 5 but would they 


make heaven ſure, riches ſhould not be want- 


7 


' ing : but moſt men think that ſcraping and | 
rd OE Keeping . 
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keeping together is the way to be rich, bur 


the holy Ghoſt teacheth us, that it is giving 


- and laying out 1s the way : Somor tells us, -þ. 
he that grues to the poor, lends to the Lora, and |. 


he will repay him © Pro, 19. 17. aud he that gives 4 


ro the poor ſhall not. lack, Pro. 28. 27; fo that 


but he ſhall have judgement without mercy , that 
will ſhew, no mercy : Fam. 2. 13. Tich men are 
Gods ſtewards, he truſts them with is ſtore- 


houſe, to give their feflow-ſervants their - 


meat in due ſeaſon, and #lefſed i that ſervant 
mhon: by Lord when he comes (hall finds fo doing, 
Mat. 24. 46. but if infteed of feeding rhem , 
they feed themſelves, and. eat 'avd drink with 
the drunken, and beat their fellow-ſervants, their 
Lord ſhall come when they are not aware, and ſhall 
weve them their portion -with hypocrites, there ſhall 
e weeping end gnaſhing of teeth *: 'but all pla- 
ces are too full of ſich evil ſervants, and ſo 
15 hell too ; ſuch duſt-heaps'are tound 1n e- 
very corner, but thoſe unmercifull men ſhall 
have their portion, with the devil and the 
_ damned, 44. 25. 34. when the charitable 

Chriſtian ſhall have a portion ia glory ; 
weare all Gods ſervants, and have lome ta- 
Tents. or. other to improve. in his ſervice to 
his-glory , which it we do., we ſhall: not 
- be without our reward ; there #.0ne ( faith 
God ) hats the door of my houſe for nought, or 
kinales'a fire upon my altar for nought , Ml. 

”% | | 1: I0e 
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not SEOg but giving is the way to wealtli ; 
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x. 10. he hath lent-us our riches, and yet . 
if we 1mprove- them and employ them as ' 
we. ought, they will become our own, -and . 


- we ſhall ſend them to: heaven. before us , 
F where they ,will be made up into, a crown 
- for us-; this'is the only good they 'can, do 


the ſoul, but whatſoever 1s not thus 1mpro- 
ved is loſt, yea, worſe then loſt ; for it will - 
be put upon our account, and required of 
us when we give an account of our ſtew- 


_ ardſhip : It'is a great miſtake , and ſo it 


will be found, when men. think they . have 
an abſolute propriety in what they enjoy , 
and may diſpoſe of it at. their pleaſure : 
Chriſt bids the young man, ſell all-rhat he 
hiiandgroe to the poor, aud he ſhouli have trea- 
{are in heaven, Mat. 19. 21. and rich men 
are charged to be rich in good works, ready, to 
diftribute, willing to give, that they may lay up 
for themſelves 4 good foundation againſt the evil 
day, 1 Zim. 6. 16. &c. had rich men but 
Moſes eye, to ſee the wealth of heaven, and 
the worth of it, it were not hard for them 
to make ſuch a choiſe as he did ; worldlings 
if they could have heaven withaut' labour 
Or co, they would accept of it ; if not, they 
will not buy itat ſo dear a rate ; but Chri- 


* ſtians ſay, as Mephiboſheth, let Zibah take all, 


{0 I may eajoy the king : oh my {oul, here- is. 


riches worth labouring for, thou-canſt. nor 


buy this. gold at too dear a rate, the warld 
IS T3 thou 


thou maift, and many do with "the loſs of 


the ſoul : here thou canſt not be diſappoin- | 


ted, whatever rate thou ſetſt upon this trea- 
ſure, it. is ten thouſand times better : lay 
hold upon this, make heaven ſure to thy ſelf, 
improve the world to a ſpiritual advantage, 
then will thy riches encreaſe as the oyl in 
' the cruſe, or like the bread in Chrifts hands, 
, or the water ina ſpring ; thy good works 
will follow thee to heaven, when the world 
will leave her deareſt minions : oh my God, 
let it be ſo, ſay amen to my prayer, let me 
have thee, and I have all things neceſſary. 


_— 


Upon mens miſery, labour, and pains. 


73.Med. Hen- I conſidered that man 
Fo | VV 5; was- the chief of Gods 
workmanſhip, and next to the angels the 
molt glorious creature of the whole creation, 
yea, in his creation was made little lower 
then the angels, and cloathed with honour and 
dignity, Pſal. 8.5. and was made Lord over 
the works of Gods hands, Ger. 1. 26. yea, 
_ God created him in his own image, all theſe 
mferiour creatures were made Pr his ſake, 

and for his uſe and ſervice; he was their lit- 
tle Lord, yea, the angels themſelves are mini- 
ſtring ſpirits, ſent Br the good of thoſe that 
love God, Heb.,1.14. the ſaints are the Chu pn 
| | | eng 
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Upon means miſery, Labour, and pains. | 343 | 
the ſpouſe, the bride the members of Chriſt, 


| and fo ſeemto- be in nearer unian to him 
"then the wer themſelves; ſome think the 


devils envied this, 'and fo fell from their own 
ſtation : thus you ſee, how man in the creati- 
on was exalted to hanour : but, on the other 
ſide, I conſidered, how man above all the 
reſt of the creatures was more ſubjeted to 
miſery, labour, and ſlavery, yea, vexation 
of ſpirit, then any other, and many of them 
even worn out with carking cares, 'and 
fretting fears, with moiling, toyling, ſpen- 
ding labour, which tires their bodies, breaks 
their ſleep in the night, when other crea- 
tures which were made for their uſe; and 
are their ſervants, reſt ſecure and free from 
daily cares and nightly troubles, many kindes 
of them are her ans, without their pain, 
all without their care, or fore-caſt. ; the 
maſters care for ſome, and maintain them, 
and God maintains the reſt ; but it is not 
ſo with man ; he muſt eat his bread in the ſweat- 
of bis brows, how true is that of #vh, chap.5.7. 
man ts born to labour as the ſparks fly npwaras, dll 
things are full of labour ( {aith Solomon ) Eccl. 1.8. 
moleſtation and miſery - meet us at eye! 

turn, the world ( faith one) is a.ſea fglats 
for it is vanity, mingled with fire, (torts | 
vexation ), Rev. 4.6. man 1s ina reſtleſs con- 
dition, toſſed to and fro like a football, and 


here he bath no reſting place; when I ſought 


Y 4 "out 


, '» 
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344 Upon mans miſery, lahour, and pams. 
out the cauſe of this, why this noble crea: 


ture ſhould be thus ſubjeted to trouble, and 


ſorrow, more then any others ; I quickly 
found- out, it was Gods will and mans de- 
ſert, for had man_ continued in his primi- 
tive purity , he had never had an aking head 
or aking heart, or loſs or croſs, or any thing 
to mbleſt him ; but when he had ſfin'd, 
God pronounced this ſenterice upon him, 
#n the ſweat of thy bros thou ſhalt eat thy bread; 
which law never: yet was reverſed : - The 
beaſts of the field never tranſgreſt their ma- 
kers law, as man hath done, and therefore 
never ,had. ſuch puniſhment threatned as 
man had, though. it is conceived they are 
ſufferers for mans fin, Row. 8. 20. had not 
{in gone before, trouble and miſery had ne- 
ver followed ; the wages of (in is death but 
the gift of God is etern:l life - and as in, 
brought death, ſo alſo ſorrow into the world, 
What cauſe then hath poor man to hugg fuch 
a viper in his boſome, that feels fo much 


the ſad effects of it, which is. the >caufe of 


all' temporal, {piritual and eternal miſeres, 
which without repentance will cauſe not 
only-a ſeperation of the ſoul from the bo- 
.' dy, but alſo of the body and ſoul from God : 
I conſidered alſo , that though man were 
fubjeted to more care and trouble then 0- 
ther creatures were, yet if he did his work 
_ vell, he was promiſed a greater Wu 
and 


will be as 


f 


thon mans miſery, labour, and pains. 345 
and better wages then any other , he ſhall 
be well paid for his pains. , and who will 
not. take pains for profit ? it is fit that man 
that is promiſed a kingdome for one- days 
work, ſhould work harder then he that hath 
but ordinary wages, yea, God hath graci- 
ous ends in theſe aflictions to his people, 
by this mcans he lets them know, their reſt 
1s not here, and weans them from the love 
of the world which would undo them, who - 
therwiſe would with Peter: ſay , i is good 
being here © we are travellers , and cannot 
expect reſt in a. journey or ſecurity in- an 
enemies countrey ; the Samaritans would 
not entertain Chriſt , becanſe his face ' mas as 
though he would go to Ferufalem, Zak. 9. 53. 
and the world will not entertain Gods peo-- 
ple, becauſe they have their taces hez-eEn- 
ward : Chriſt tells us, in the world we fbll 
have tribulation, Fuhn. 16. 33. this is -not a 
paradice, but a purgatory to the ſaints; we 
may fay of this, as one.doth of the Straits 
of Aegellan, when a man 1s there , which 
way ſoever he bends his courſe the winde 
oainſt him ; but Chrit hath over- 

come the world , and will ſubjsX.this ene- 
my to us : It is a great miſtakeſeo take this. 
for our reſt,. yet many doz/and reſt. here, 
and it isall the reſt they are like to: have, 
and a miſerable pom It 1s to thoſe that 


have the moſt of it, ; there are none here 


live 
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346 Upon mans miſery, labour, aud pains. 
live free from miſery, though ſome ſinfullz 
paſs away their time idly ; ſorrow will fol. 
low fin, as the ſhadow doth the ſubſtance ; 
and, if any can patch up a miſerable hap- 


ens here, yet it is ſhort-lived, and they 


now not whether it will be a day older ; 


- whendeath comes eternal miſeries will take 


date': oh my ſoul, art thou under ſuffering, 


and haſt no free-day , do they come like 


waves of the ſea, one in the neck of another, 
thank thy felf and thy fin for it ; theſe are 
the fruits of thy beloved luſts ; -wher luſt 
hath conceived it bringeth forth ſin, and ſim when 
it i finiſhed bringeth forth death, Fam. 1.15. 
never expett to be free from ſuffering , till 
thou be free from ſin ; when thou ſmarteſt 


by affliction avenge thy ſelf on thy ſins, and 


make thy heart ſmart for ſin, if ſig be nor 


' forſaken , thy ſufferings will be more 3, God 


will make thee bend or break under his hand, 


| butifthy ſins be hated and repented, deſpair 


not at thy troubles ; it is but the portion, of 
Gods own people - he! began a health, and 
all the ſaints that ever were, are, or ſhall 
be, have pledg'd it round, and ſome have 
drunk very deep, and Chriſt himſelf drunk 
up the very dregs of it ; but if thou fuffer 
for righteouſneſs ſake, thou ſhalc be ſuffici- 


_ ently rewarded, yea, thou maiſt rejoice and be 


exceeding glad, for . great will be. thy reward i; 


haſt 


heaven, Mat. 5. 11. 12, Oh my God, thou | 
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. Upon mans miſery, labour, and pains. 347 
haſt aficted. me-leſs then I deſerve ,:help 
me to patience under thy hand, with cor- 
retion give inſtruCtion, and let no twig of 
thy rod be in- vain, fit my back for the bur- | 
then, and then lay on what thou pleaſeſt. 


oa 


On the difference between a well manured, 


and nepletted Orchard. 
14-Mel. AJ Hen I obſerved the difference 


between a well-manured , 


well-ordered, and well-husbanded oxchard, 


and one that was ſlieghted, negle&ed, and 
careleſly heeded, I obſerved the difference 
between diligence and neghgence in the one, 
I beheld the trees.orderly ranked, not too 
near, nor at too great a diſtance, carefully 
prun'd, and freed from ſuperfluous branches, 
ſuckers clenſed from moſs, and other offen- 
fiveenemies, manured, dung'd, fenced from 
the violence of cattle, and in a word in a 
comely form, and handſome to behold, and 
the fruit anſwered expeQation, and-made a- 
mends for the care and coſt, but the other 


- was neither handſome to the eye, nor profi- 


table. to the owner, lying open to the beafts 
of the feild; out of order, and ſhape ; ſome 
too thick, others too thin, overgrown with! 
moſs, ſuckers, cankers, and unprofitable 
branches, tbe ground over-run with briars, 
oY, JT : brambles, 


, 


348 Onthe difference between a well manured, 
brambles, nettles, docks, and other unpro: 
firable weeds, and the fruit thus choaked, 
and ſpoiled, proved accordingly ; by. this ] 
{aw the difference berween a good husband 
and.'a bad: Solomontells us , the king himſelf 


h. {*rved by the field, - Feel. 5.9. and ſo doubtleſs 


he is by the orchard; but rhen it muſt be 
welt husbanded : Uzziz loved husbandry, 
2 Chr.26. :c.. the orchard yict.is both meat 
and drink, both food and phyſfick, profit and 
deiight is here to be had, but nof- without 
labour and diligence : /z al{{1bovn ( ſaith $9. 
 «f2#304 ) there is profit, Pro 14.23. that 15,21 ho- 
-ne!t labour, we ſborld work with oar hands: the 
-£5142 that is good ; lome- 1abour diligently 'to 
5 miſchief; and take' pains to go to hell, 
rhere is {mall profit in this work ; and ſome 
{as onefſaith ) do magng condtu' mignus. wg 
7gere., they do take great pains to ſmall 
purpoſe ; ſumetake as much pains to- ſpend 
their eftare, -as othets do to get it ; and:more 
pains inthe way to he!l, then others inthe 
way: to heaven ; but diligence even in-earth- 
Iy buſineſs is doubtleſs a. commanded duty, 
-and-negiigence js a forbidden 1in,' the: one 


ow G —_ 
rings profit.and the other-lols ; dihgence | 


*1i#ar+ orchard brings in more then ordins- 
Fy-profit z the Apoltle » commands thoſe that 
'"airlt not Libour that they fball a2t eat, 2. Theſ. 3, 
-x6.paradice that was: mans ſtore-houle,, was 
Fis work houſeallo.; thoſe 1g1e ps 6 
4615308 | * Nave 
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the forerunner of ruine -; So/o,mn makes ſome 


5 ans ne:letted Orchara. © 349 
have little to do, are-uſually ſet ona, work 
by the devil, for he takes up and employs 
ſuch wanderers ; thoie that 'like- body-lice', 
live upon other mens ſweat, are not fit ty 
live tn a\well-ordered common-wealth : 1t i; 
an apoſtatical command, that we /zboxr wits) 
our hands, that we' may be able to give t0' thoſe 
that need; Ep». 4.28. he ſhall be poor-(fan!; 
Solomon ) that dealerh with #fluck hind, bt the 
hand of the diligent maketh #ich, Pro, to. 4. do: 
ing there muſt be, or the _. will catch 
us by the back ; it follows, '-be thatvearherets 
in ſummer tis a wiſe fon, bit he that fleevethi we 
harveſt” 'is 4 ſon 'that- eauſeth. ſhame"; he'' that 
lets the offered opportunity Nip, may haply 
never recover the' lofs >: diligence uſaaliy 
( thongh not eonſtantly:)-is atteaded wath 
abundance ; but the fiuzgard ſhall be covered ivite 
rags,” we reade Pro: 24. 3 0: that $0. 00m went 


by the field of the ſſegard, and by the vintyardoof 
the man void of underſtanding, and it was groica 


over withchorns; thiſtles alſo had covered the fat? 
thereof; the ſtone-wall thereof was broken d2vH} 


then 7 ſtood and conſidered"it;” 7 looked: upon it 


and yeceived inflruttion; yet alittle fleep, alittle 


$ uimber\ 'a little folding of the hands 0 fleep;” fo 
ſhall thy poverty come 4 one that travelleth, and 
| thy wapt” a3 an armed many Viz. unexpectedly, 


and - irreſiſtably;' Noth and- idleneſs is the 
nurſe of beggery, the-mother of miſery, and 


uſe 


. 350 On the difference between a well-manured, - 


uſe of his obſervations, a bee .can ſuck honey| 


out of every flower and weed, but a fly can- 
. Not, and a ſpiritual minde can extraQt good 
out of every obje& ; even out of other mens 


faults and follies, he can gather grapes of | 


thorns, and figs of thiſtles,. and extratt good out 
of evil ; This made me raiſe my meditations 
a little higher : I conſidered, if idleneſs be 
{o great an hindrance to worldly advanta- 
ges, what is it then to ſpirituall profits ? if 
ground not manured brings forth briars and 
thorns, weeds and thiſtles, what will the ſoul 
bring forth, if it be negleQed : this will ſoon 
abound with ſins,and vices,lufts and corrupti- 
ons, and $9/omn no doubt made this ſpirituall 
uſe of the miſcarriages of his fooliſh neigh- 
bour.z a godly man ( asI ſaid ) will gather 
honey with the bee ; where the waſp wall 
not, the fly cannot, and the ſpider gathers 
poyſon ; for a wicked mans example is of- 
ten hurtful, but to none but the wiſe profi- 
table : a wiſe man, with Solomon, will ga- 
ther ſome good by others miſcarriages, and 
happy. is he that other mens harms do make 
to beware: the ſoul is more ſubje& to the 
weeds of ſin, then any field or. garden 
can be to, briars or, thorns , - or other noi- 
ſome things, and more diligence is required 


to keep it in order, and there is more dan- | 
ger in the negle& : briars and thorns. are j 


not more . natural to the ground ſince = 
| curſe 
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curſe, then ſin and corruption to. the ſoul 


fince the fall ; and as in temporals ſo much 
more in ſpirituals ; much diligence 1s re- 
quired to keep things-in order, and great is 


the advantage when it is done : oh my ſoul 


refuſe no pains, negleX no labour, heaven 
will make amends for all, ſtub up thy. ſins 
by the root, and content not thy ſelf tolop 
off the branches, regulate thy affeQion, ſub- 
due thy headftrony paſſions, bring under 
thy will, and make it ſubmit to Gods wall ; 
ſet a watch over thy heart, look well tothy 
words and thoughts as well as to thy aQt- 
00s, ſet a guard over thy fences, thoſe cinque- 
ports , otherwiſe the enemy will enter ; 
take heed of thy company, for ſeldome good 
is gotten by ill companions ; beware of Sa- 
tans temptations , and the worlds allure- 
ments, avoid all occaſions to ſin, nay, all 


appearances of evil, and know that for all ' 


the pains thou canſt take, thou ſhalt be re- 


 warded, heaven will make thee amends, 


but the ſluggard is never like to come there ; 
Oh my God, I have been this ſpiritual flug- 
gard, it is I have- negletted my field and 


vineyard, and: hence are- all thoſe- briars, 


and-brambles ſprung up; ; Lord, help me 


| -to double my diligence, and. amend my 


pace, 4nd ſo run that Tmay abtain, and ſo fight as 


is conquer, 


Upon 


- 
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TMR RT Hen 1: beheld: fome-greas;: 
kf nt SID Y:: frutt:trees, | STOWN F024 large 
fatore,” the perfons beingr yer alive:that ſer : 
them,”of tmalt kernels ,;and that notyvery; 
many 'years ago , and yet are .come: to be- 
trees of very" great bulk - and-ibigneſs:;, the 
confideration whereof made 18: to-cohtem:- 
plate the mighty power-of Gods: ithatrom: 
ſach-conterptible beginings could:;/produce 
fo large a-body';vand:that'of the ſmall ſeeds 
of the-cypreſs tree, :uch a huge balk»ſhould- 
ſo-ſo6n proceed and that aflender.-akorn 
Hhouldbring forth fovattatree as me oaks 
are, carrying fv many-ton of timber,-and- 
load of wood, as ſome: doz: this brought: to. 
mMy:«indethe parable of ithe- muſtard leed;, 
ATt.-13. 31. where Chriſt tells -us,: thought / 
be thi leaſt of ſeeds, that it:grows up tos” 
greattree, att that faddenly;. that the fomteof - 
of hexvenlodgeyntht branches df it; for though 
190 6ur northern climats; itarrive ot to thar 
bis neſs, yer / travellers” ſpeak! much» of .the« 


p< 
s 


” 


greatneſs of irvinthoſe:horter Countreys;7 | 


our Saviour Chriſts intention in' this-parable* 
 is*t&'tteachtis; that as'from*rhis fmall:; ſed 
-proceeds4'preat tree, 10 is'alſo!:the:progrefs' 
of the Goipel; which thoagh' at firft1c-leems: 
comemprtible; yet it proves'very efficatiaus, 
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From 4 ſmall kernel | 
it is quick and þawerful ; and wonderfull 
in opzration , whither the fowls of heaven , 
in adverſity for defence”: In, the promulga- 
tion of the Goſpel , from: fmall beginnings 
a few poor untearned. fiſhermen, the Gol- 


bo lis eleXreſort,, in" proſperity for ſhadow. , 


;|pel was carryed as on eagles wings. to tlie 
end of the earth, and in a ſhort: time fub- 


dued potent princes, that fet themſelves a: 
gainſt it, rothe admiiratior of all, thoſe an- 
gels came flying with the / everlaſting goſ- 
pel; andin the reformation, how ſtrarigely 
was it carryed on : FFickliff, Fohn Has. and Fe- 
rome of Prazue, theſe paved a way and open- 
ed a door to Zuther, who with a few more; 
withſtood the whole popiſh intereſt; and f6 
prevailed againſt them; that thoſe loruſts that 
came out of the bottomleſs pit , wete never 4- 
ble by their ſmoak to darken the light of the 


Goſpel again, but it brake forth more and 


more to the perfe&X day , everi to alF mens 
admiration : in many. places it wes carryed 


'on agamſt their princes conlerit; yea , cons 


trary to his will; in Ho!lznd, France , Ger- 
many, Scotland, and niany more, ſo wonder- 


| fully did this little grain ſpread ; and 1n this 


Nation by what unexpeted micans was ths. 
Reformation carryed or, by a prince which 
writ againſt it, -and ſet himſelf againſt it, 
and yet was iriſtrumental in Gods hand to 


tarry og the work : God can make uſe of 
| C 
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whom-he. pleaſerh, to do. his wor 
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then, Cr4 mult_be his ſervant to carry-on 
his pk. 6 in, Athanaſius his; Hime 4 Bow 
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DL al of Arians ,.and, made him 
victoriqus againſt them. all , the wors of Cog 
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By. the, growth of this muſtard-{eed, is fig- 


nifyed, not. only the ſpreading abroad of 


the Goſpel.in the firſt promulgation, of .it, 
bur. alſo, of the growth of grace; in a. Chri- 
 ſtians heart, which iough it haye.a ſmall 
beginning , yet.it . encrealeth wonderfully, 
Fob. $.. 7. the later end doth greatly encreaſe,; 
when the new creature. grace 1s formed .in 
the ſoul by the finger of God, it grow- 
eth like the childe in the womb, at the firft 
it is an Zmbrio, imperfet, aud unſhaped,, 
but is perfe&ted by the degrees, the heart, 
the brain, the liver, and vital parts, and 18 
proceſs. of time, the bones. ſinews, ATTCL YES, 
nervcs, and other parts, covered with fleſh, 
and: skin, till it come, to . perfeQtion ,.. and 
when.it is born an. infant,. it grows upto 
maturity, till it comes. to a_perfect man ; 
when God ſpeaks a word ſecretly. and. ſud: 
dealy. to the heart, it ſticks cloſe ,.and nc- 
ver leaves till the work be done ;. and, the 
new creature grace be formed',. it makes. a 
wonderful.change in the man. ; it, 1s -like 


. Hea- 
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Zljahs maritle when thrown upon ;Z#;ſÞa ; 
which made him leayt his oxen and.'run at- 
ter him; and defired only 6 k{s his father and 
mother , and he woxld follow him * the prophet 
faid, go back again, what have 7 done th thee ? 
1 A72.-19. 19. but he had: done that which 
made him, .that he would not forfake him, 
till he was-taken up to. heaven, ard remain- 
ed a propher to his dying day” ; when .God 
ſpeaks home to the heart, the work is done, 
when Chriſt cals Peter and Andrew, Fames 
and Zobr, they leave all to follow him, AZar. 
4. 18. &Cc. with his word there went forth 
a ſecret power, inclining them. to follow :; 
the woman of $4maria left, her pitcher , and 
Mathew histole-book, and' Zachews his Sica- 
moretree, yeh, . half of his goods at Chriſts 
call, when God fpeaks to the heart, it ſticks 
cloſe, and never leaves till a through refor- 
mation be wrought, it turns a man-from a 
lion toa lamb, and changes a perſecuting S$4u/ 
to. a, preaching Paul : 7he ſmozking flax ſhall 
not be quencl/t, 'nor the bruiſed reed ſhall not be 
brokert, tHll he bring forth judgment into vittory; 
Mat.” 12. 20. it is fiot the ſtrong oaks _— 
but the bruiſed” reeds Chriſt cheriſheth 3 he 
deſpiſeth not the day of ſavall things ; the left ſpark 
of fire ttiay be cheriſhed into a fame; and the 
feaſt true' grace will be growing ; the very 
pagtitips after Chriſt', and unfarixfaction 
withour him ; "are highly accounted” of by 
Aj Z 7 firm ; 


256 * © Tpon &&veut tree ſpringing. « 

him'/-the *carchquaks'made Cohn cha 
quake: i the Faylor that he CYY&0ut3 mhat 
oa 7do"to be (avell\Trati® the preachingrof 
Perertoyſe that pit Chriſt tordeathyiveavhe 
to their heart; and! othing wolldoſervercill 
"they knew bow they=(hould' berifaved) 1p 
powetfull-48' the wort whemderanbyiGod 
upon thetheart ' oli iny i! ſoul »>yhou h ithe 
Chuck” 6f Goat be? brought: tow 3:defpair 
not yet; irharh beersſo-in former amet, yet 
recovered,” and Chriſt bath! told irhee!, the 
gates of brlfſbulf never; prevail againſt ttc : God 
will yer fay to #hofe dr ibones ©, iu ; and:if 
thy graces be ar an- under:,n- deſpair not: $4 
tbe troe', though Uthur as/a grain of my: 
Rard Teed, it will fprige; if -chow:art-:but 
fmoaking flax thou ſhalt not be:quenched; 


if a bruiſed ſeed, thow! ſhalt not:ibe.broken:; | 


oh my God, blow: pon thatipankithoujhakt 
given me, that it be 'not extinguiſhed 276 
move: the aſhes of' FUrrupton that t nip 
appear. - | 181 O08 3 ouivood 


: . . 3614 ow 
wo 4 LY wary tor =L Ii F, C ts >: 5{tJ Tf Tr 7 7 
"yon 4 ah: tree 4 frerwards prafhediiti! 
ec i 29 1" i: 5 Mount THISTE| 


76. Ares, (ering: one. molcin/thes >Or- 
i) proms 5viide by-natutej}: which 
though it ha-the ſane dusbandsy with che 
Feſt, ie and provediÞþy-theifamd rhand, 
:Viged and'dungedas theodzrawerejchoug) 
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on axrabtreeafrermaxds grafted.” 57: 

tgrewinn ds; fari a foil; and;:was/refrethe 
with rheofeme, fun, ; and, watered withith= 
lamerſhbwens, yet fall, is broughctorth-fowr 
and ungdeafbaritruit;;zand; newther, art, nor: 
kbour:tobld-alted:it;;41}4.caufed,.nt-th be 
grafted; fAhd-Hoighanged ithe; nature cot, :at, 
anOthentha fame! meangalcd. made}, wanl- 
wer 0y0 oxpettation-;:4hys;made-mey;ro:.con- 
fider that this was: the yeryreaſor why:there 
was fomuch difference; between, pexrſoas rhar 
live. under rhe fime meanssof-grace,.under 
theſame- Winiftryy enjoying thofame.Didi- 
nances; ſitin the fame fear;-Iive in: the:fame 
hoale;. yew,-Alein the dJamebeds'; yer fome 
baye Bood:-frigts's fonrezicbad,,, ſomes Tweet 
and-fomeſowng farether faulr is: notanichs 
medus-but:ar the mem: ; {Dhave readot) /ufes 


tancthen, abatiavhen; he camecto ipreacle the. 


tolpeb: þ rhe: preachr ah; leach :con V incing 
argamants'%, Andi iſo much Scripture lighrs; 


that he was tpevixbaded; rhit che;conlde-have 


convinc't any man, buttafrer-longtrial he 
found the contrary , and-was: fain 40 .cons 
fefs that the ok devil was:too fcunmng: for 
young. tdelan#hon-- 1-bave often, wondred 
how-drunkards,. (wearers adulterers;:okd: 
thed:tebauel#t;finners gr! $70 Dye? the 


powerfall: means of graces and b&ve-helbfire 


faſhrin cheinfaces, and [never _ftartle.at.yx.; 
when both rhe Scripture and verſe: bath been 


quoredgi where they! were; :exchaded heaven, 
$ j - [ 


Ss 
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358 Uponacrabireeaftermards geaften. 
and, yetithey; ſit as unconcerned 5 but when 
L Fs 3 Paul..onny, plat 4 46; Apollo 
may watery. but itis God that. gives, the (Enercaſe., 
my. wonder ceaſt : may can but.{peak-to the 
ear, ' but;God-ſpeaks.to the: heart, the, lame 
fun whea it; ſhines upon agardeniof..herks, 
makes. it {mel} mare aderiteroully, hat when 
it ſhines upon; a:danghill. at;maks.\4 ſagell 
more. fulſ{omly,:the Silk: is; Rat. Ag'.the. ſun, 
but in. the. dunghill;j the: fame..fun..oftens 
wax,.and hardens:glay; whengheſundhings, 
arid the. rain fals. upon. fruitfal;paſture,..gt 
makesit -more fruitfull, :byt.when;upon the 
heath in the: defarty ;it1is Jittle, ther bettgr,; 
The. reaſon ,why:.0ne::bears: goodtruit, -and 


another bad,. under.the;fſameenjoyment;.j6,. 


the one.is ingrafted inta Chitftanother not, 
but grows upon:the. Rock. of nature;;:all-the 
warering , dunging; , and \manuring ; 41:1 
wotld! will - not make; a thogn bring ;iexth 
grapes, or 2: thiſtle figs,: Mt .:7..161 4 go 
tree cannot bring forth bad trait, wor a bed; tyes 
good, (o that. the tree is known: hy. bis, frw1g:.4 
brazichesy he:that -abideth; inconty. aud {in him; 
hall bring: forth much: fruit';i for. withaut 1 -f 
15: graited 1nt0-Chrifk,..a5'\ike the, eAfgaptior 
fig-tree, that is ſaid tobear-fruit: {even.tanes 
inthe - year, or like, the Jemmontree's. that 


prerand anon fendeth forth; pew: JerIDO] 
s 7 4 > gp 'W en 


yew 
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Upon atrabtree afterwards grafted; 359 


| when 4Cman abidesinithe ſtoek'6f nature, 
lo | he cart bring forth noſitvoniry fruit to' God 3 


ifthe* fountain be polluted, the ftrewns: can- 
tiot be*thair'; if the Fare be-bad; the life 
arnnotBergoot ;if the Hnngs be/inferted; 
the brettWwill fink of fuch' as" theſe, 


L | God faith; heir 0136'2 the 'vins of Sodom and 


of the field f "Gomor tha," rheip grapes are prapes 
of call and their dluſters ave bitter,” Det: 42.-32. 
ith muVinifery'(lanth one Jiſe# vine mferd 
the 'Vin&1s/the evil. nature, atfd the grapes 
ire -the'Wicked works3!rhey Patch AINlew. 
e995, dud" weave ' ſpiders webs, Ta. "59 5," But 
when'they are 1ngrafted ir the'' true ' vine, 
they 'have” 1ap” and"ndtriſhment fromthe 
root, then'the' buds:of good” deſires and-the 
bloflormes! of good refolarions: ſpring" forth; 
ind sftef' that the fruit of good works ;' 0- 


ther profeſſors-are but: Ike the Iyy'ithat ad- 
Heres £5/4ndihath ſome ſhelter and ſupport 
fromthe oak 4" but they Rand wpon their 


own hor, nd'bear their- own" Fra un» 


\r6pg&t6rate' men"#re hammering out their 
'OwXhappireRs, andlike theſpider,” wreclimb- 


th> by threat of their ownBPiinings? they 
pore chemfelyes; crads- for themſelves, 
and attfibifte/ald re therfelves,Sah@hi'verhy 

>hePcnd then themiiſves': for Witer can 
aſcentino' MEMS en the Toiltrtantithead', 
but allthigiwillFarl them; forivifnor Chet 
XP WtaciousOUT;es itvereives ſap ahd/V1- 

A 


o 
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3 60 Uporra crabtree aftermards grafted, 
gourfrom Chrift,-ſoat bears fruirto:Chritt; 


and as'itt receives all: from Chnitzto Qt wall: 4 
draw. out all-for. him; heart, -andiband and; 


tongue, and all -ſhallbe {et a work:wor himy 


whatever they do-or whatever , they: rfuffery; 


they canilay, propter teproprerte Domindz when 
. others /aoriffice to their pwni nets; (ard! rm 62m} 
cenſe #0-\therr: drapsy beoanſe by chem their portis 
'084# far, #vd their. meat Plenteons; HHahi 1216; 
2'Chriſktan-crys.out with the:»Chureh ,. 208 
wrto 15 Lord, net .unta us, but to thy name be 
the praiſe : oh my ſoul, what fruit doſt thou 
bear 2 1s it good. of bad,” ſweet or ſowr, 
{ound - or rotten-\? thaſt«+thou:#hy nouriſh- 
ment. from Chriſt, -or from the 1tock of na- 
fuire/? -by rhcir fruits ( {airh: Chriſt ) you [bak 
know them ;, and. thus. maift thon know thy 
ſelf, whether thou be in the troe>z;0r-the 
wide vines are thy: grapes {weet ior: fowr'?; 
or art not thou barren after atl>:thrs many 
ring? if thou be barren expett the {grtence; 
cat bim-4own,' why camber s-hethe: ground: $1 Zuh, 
T:3-7. trees that are: not'for fruwt are!forfires 
and if thy. fruit: he not pood;. rhou:mdiftiers 
pect- the like doom, AZ: 7 7 110.fit mutt>bs 
00d? Fan Fontem , proceeding! from! the 
| piritaffGod, and: gavad from, as aimitig-at 


the/glory- of God=. ſee whar God intends "to 
do with hisvineyard, that .he-had hedged:in; 
and manured,. when-it brought forth wilde 
grapes; J/a). 5. 2&0 he tefolved romake: ir 

TEA xs & 
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Upon arabtrie- afterwards grafted, ' 381 
i deſolation:;:3f thou bring not forth" good 
fruit to maturity, it: will not; ber long 'be+ 
fore he. willlay .down his basket , and-taky 
up! his axe: thou wilt be :condemned as: well 
forgot uling;, as foriabuſing! thy talent 3/:0h 
my Gogzam-Þ implanted into:Chriſt:or no-? 


Imapwell:fear I-amiyetupon. the:Rock of 


ature ph bear. {o little fruw  and-:foibad-; 
Lord; ingiraftmeinto Chriſt, if I-be noty if 
wa Lord, purge me that {may bring forthamote 
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' Upontheprunitts of 4 tree,' | 
77 Mee. AV Vie I obſerved fame ſuck» 
4: won YAY ers.an a fruitbearing tree-, 
whick-were not. only 4ruitleſs themſelves , 
but:robbed the-tree of, her- nouriſhment,,and 
teadred itthe; leſs fruitful , for what ſhould 
have:fed: the: reſt;of the branches fed. thoſe 
[uxuriznt:-boughs, which ſhot-up.on high.,,, 
andiwith-an aſpiring top , overlooked their 
more:;fraigfu brethren. methought: theſe 
reſeinhlet a fort ,of\profeſſors. in-our times 
that ſpend themſelves: in leaves. and .Jhews.z 
and: have:proud-aſpiting thoughts, of. chem- 
klves; 28d :quertapy; end: gyertalk, 'their: 
fruitfali;brethren , ;and  brow-beat thera as 
if acc fit for their -dociety. 3 and tyet-they are 


very parrea of fruits. but are belt at. wards 
EY "2 an 


159 3 Mpor the Priming i a Fy08," 

and ſhews: upon this obfervation®F cauſed 
theſe bouphsto be taker away, thati the'ſap 
rieht zeturn to its eld (courſe; ant foutid/at 
terwards when the'tres was clenſed/ andpr 


fed from theſe,and'orher unprofitable bought | 


antbfinches floiriſh:better;-brovught forth 
more andbigger fruit, this put me inminde 
that the great husbandmian deals thiis' by: his 
trees," 9b 15;t.2:3." 8&6, "Tan the vine, my fi 
Mey'os the husbandman;' every hranch'i whe thit 
brareth not fruit he taketh away; and every brinth 
that beareth' fruit ', he purgeth it that it 'may 
$7rins forth more fouit : wne1] ſuxuriant branch- 
es rotten bouphs , raw grapes 5'muſt © feel 
the kni ad thoſe that overſhadow:the reſt, 


andyiecld them Teſs froiffall ;, ſome afpi row. 
branches he "takes "away >, the "a of 


tt dreſſes, ſupports) thelters 7 #nd- ſecures 
Hoſe rhat bear fruit : hypocritestre here {Hd 
tobe in Chrift; by profeſſion-,"oX ' FHMrtialr 
own fudgmenit, or theft meat” 0 Chafiry, 
when they rather athete” © Hime; He i{H- 
here” in lim//for thole*that are-reallyin 
Hit thall ever-be cut of, of ll haſt BP Gis 
fit hey hath giver him, De twill bt Joſe Lbs! oy 
Farber ic {xith the) NG 019 67ther alt, tHe vth 
Mit thin vid of me fat Mlrands; but #heme 
Srefome, as Þ' fhng i before; tHkt- only here 
> Chrift, 45 the Ivy*t6 'the val 0 but rand 
Feeney their $1 kies: STroW pon than Wwn 


bac and the:'moſs'of formality Ha ithone) 


, IIGE"EOY EY 
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Upon the priming of a tree, 367 
r90t> -and-bear their, own fruit and! only 
kek Juppozt and ſhelter here, theſe, ſhall;be: 
taken away ..and they i,may. without defar- 
mitys they only adhereto-himn-as a-wooden 


leg cleayes to: the. bady, but 15.no! part of At, 


xecetves neither life, nor-heat nor ynfluence 
from; the head..on heart; :they :, are; hike -4. 
pole.taſtned in. the. earth. but 15 nos rooted: » 
or like awen,orulcer orother excreſſion that 
may be taken away without loſs. but as. 
fruitbeariag, trees. there, 15-need: of. clenfing 
fram moſs ,;.cankers and other. hindrances y 
and incumbranges,-{o.the beſt.Chriftiang ag 
well as;the beſt; lociety., had; .need-:of. the 
pruning-hogk, .yeaok purging, bleedingsout» 
ting, that they may, bring torgh more fry; 
therg.are. in. the- beſt many warts, or «Wens; 
or- deformed - ulcers, that-may be taken ar 
way. yithout dammage, -and the. cauſes Te- 
maved;;:Chrifts vines muſt. be. trimmed; .dreſ? 
ſed; cleniled, and ſupported; nothing requares 


more ſupparting,. moxe:cutting then a'vine, 


thatthe-lap gouriſh, notſuperfluous branthes 
and leayes,.and.i$1s. bettex.bleed.. then burn, 
avd.be cht.then; wither,; Ged-will have:ng+ 
thing./hade or. hinder-hus fruit; we lee-by 
this.the:benefit of-aMiainn, and thatthene :38 
nogauſyto quarrel God; i hedoletus bloud, 
or, take away. the caule;of {ome excreſcence ; 


all his pruning. drefſing,, cutting is Jittle; e- 
enough 5:and-lomeiumes/all yyill not-do; 162 


: 


. C 
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 iiinhis own: vineyard ,»7ſa5./-553 15s 223 6g 


what: cOnta' have dorermore for: (my! wincyard 


that / have not dont;\'yet when 1 looked for prapes 


behold milae grapes; rand thereupon he thireats 
ens to take away the fenee, & laye them waltey 
and: break down' the: wall »thar 1itimay be 
. eroden down; and-lay:it waſte:thbr-itſhall 
acither be: pruned nor-digged,)but may- beat 
briats + nd: thorns; ' and: chat he will.Gnms 


mane the-clouds that they Jhall:notx2ainrany | 


more: upon it! 5 now this: vineyartbts>rherb 
faid-to- be: the houſe of Zpad, and ;Fudeh wit 
bis pleafant plant: Iwiſh Faglandthet Gold hath 
fo -long watered and {manuted;1y hnot un- 
derthis: {evere: threatning,- God: hath! dodge 
much for his vineyard/and- many vine-dre(s 
fers he hath ſent atrongſt them; and many 
an unprofitable. brahch hath he cut:affyiand 
yet great ' need there -15 of pruning ſhit y'T 
know not that an y nation-under-heaven;' hath 
becn' better: manured;,-nor any-nation” that 
hath brought forth worſe fruit,:yer hath-God 
atithe” intreatance »of ' his | 'vine=dreſſers!"; 
torborn/to.ourithem down 4 iand ob how 
happy are-that- people that have ſuch«to 11n- 
tercede for ther, but God'will not always 
be 1ntreated, his patience will be outworn, 
they may provoke him ſo long- till ' there 


will be no remedy, there is x time when he 


will fot hear, yea, that he will ſay, pray mo? 


for this people for they ate ripe for judge- 


rey — hom Wn hens of 
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Uponthe pruning of a tree, 265 
ments; then will he lay -down' his basket /, 
andtake up:his'axe and-1ay, his [pirit+ſhall nos 
altays ſtrroe' with man, F111: was: his houſe, 
burhs forſuok- ir+;1the; remple of Fernſalers 
wis:hishabitation but he lefr- it; Fadah was 
his pleaſant plant ;| but he bath ;forſaken' rs = 
hedid walkiamong thefeven galdeiy candle. 
ſicks/inthe-'Churches of 4: bur'he: hath 
removed-thoſe: caridleſticks, andthe *Lord 


grand he + may: never' give | £=2land/4 bill of 


ivOrce; dh my:ſoul;atrt thou a barren branch, 
then-mailt'thou:fear the pruning-hook,' if 
thou be n+baxren! tree thou maift.fear "the 
axe, 'and the fire 1s like to be:-thy end: if 
thou beap but a little:fruit,” if God ſpare thee 
thou »maift expe: cutting and pruning by 
afiQtion; it 1s better: bleed then burn,antwer 
Gadstends inchis aflicting thee, bring forth 
morefrut, it he take any thing from thee 
is! bur what thon- canſt well ſpare, yea 
what:ed{ome excreſtence , - and rendred 
thee:mareuſeleſs:: oh- my -God,'- uſe - me as 
thoubwilt; only: cit me not- down for the 
fre!; cix me-and-prune. me at thy -pleaſure, 
but ctorfake me: not}: nor lay me waſte, + 
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78: Med, pion thoſe; ſuckers before oblet- 
+ +4 vedinatruibearinp'tree;'I had 
alſo this following meditations tor obſerving 
how. they.grew rank! by- the' -nourtſhrhient 
that ſhould have fed” the tree, 4nd" lofrily 
life up the head' above them, and ſackt that 
{ap that ſhould have made' other 'brariches 
to bear; and as'they. were unprofitable them- 
ſclves ,' ſo:they rendred- the reſt almoſt uſe- 
leſs ;. F-thought- they much: reſembled ſome 
new. upſtart opinions! which' ſome" unwary 
protefſors eſpouſe tothemſelves, and becauſe 
they differfrom others, they therefore think 
themſelves more | holy*then their neigh: 
bours, and hold their heads higher, and: ve 
-rily believe growing|/ in opinion, growing 
4n-grace + In rragon there were foie he: 
reticks -who-called themſelves the #thrnint;, 
as Af- they. ohly had been in the light,” and 
all the: world; beſlides-had been in- darknefs, 
the: Gzofticks- would be the only. knowing 
men; the Harichees thought whatſvever rhey 
taught was food from heaveti; and" the Fa 
»wily -of- Zove- boaſt of their Evangetiuns reg, 
and-of late the 'Rarters arid Qnakers boaſt of 
the infallible: conduc of 'the ſpirit's Now 
thoſe opinions are ofttimes the brats of their 
og brains” and many times pernicious: er- 
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Upon ſuckers in a fruit-bearing tree. 365 
rours, or at. leaſt unprofitable things. ; or 
matters:ok No.great.copcernment,zoyet they | 
being thus eſpouſed they ſuffer thele” opini- 
ogst0 ſuck, all the, ſap;that ſhould maintain 
the yitats, of Religion; ithat the whole tree 
15 thereby rendred uſeleſs and unprofitable g 
How, many. are, there in-our age-that. mighe 
have,i brought. ,Godi much glory, ad Bs | 
Church,much good!, who have: Jet them- 
ſelves with-mightand main, and-ſpentitheir 
times. and. heir firength, :and. laid out: their 
zeal, and: all. for the promoting their.- own 
opinion, perhaps an errour z:0T at. beſt. buf 
ſome lefler diſputable truth; perhaps. about: 
ſome.circumſtance. of worſhip,. when 1n-the 
mean time the very fundamentals of religi- 
on-are negleQed, and the very vitals: lags 
guiſh for want of nquriſhment, for ſeldamg 
do, you ſee a wranghng, Chriſtian eminent 
in, _ pawer.of godlinets 5; Many men when 
they. haye efpouled an, opinion , make pro- 
yſon.,to, maintain ty they ſubjeft not their 
opinions. to. the rale , but, bring the rule te 
them, and make it/truckle under them, for 
it.1s, victory, and net. truth that. many ſeeks, 
and therefore .they, ſpend: their - time and: 
ſtrength. this way,. yea 3. ſhut, their eyes."a- 
gain(t all that makgs not.for them  ;- they 
are as zealous for;their-opinion ;' a5'it: the 
whale; of religion conſiſted in i, and. 85:/if 
they.could haxdly. be Chriftiaus: which jwere 
= - 


968 pon ſuckers in n fruit bearing thee.” 


teeht-hundred years they cannot tinde a min 
of their judgement', and all this while for. 
getting, that the power of godlineſs , and 
an holy life is the main 'of religion ; for 


whatever iFin the brain, if this be not in 


the heart, all is worth nothing ; 'theſe 
mens knowledge floating in the brain, makes 
them top-heavy, but by reaſon of ſome ob- 
ſtraQions, their knowledge finks not down 
into, nor ſcaſons the heart, or the life : Ma- 
ny are like the two men in the fable , that 
contended abour the ſhadow of the aſs they 
had found; who ſhould go id it 'iri a hot 
gay; till at laſt while hey contended, the 
als gor looſe, and eſcaped ; or like the dog 
in the fable, tliat catching at. the ' ſhadow 
loſt the ſubſtance; fo theſe contend about 
trifles,” and neglet the main ; they are like 
children that have therickets, the head grows 
too big for the body, the head thrives bur the 
whole body pines ; they ſpend ſo much of 
their ſtrength and zeal for externals, that 
they negle*t- the internals; they have fv 
much Zeal for; or againſt ceremonies, that 
they neglet the ſubſtance ; yet miſtake me 
aot z my deſigne is not to make men care- 
lefs if lefſer poirits 5 but more carefull in 

reater 3 I would not have them think any 
tit imall, or to negle&t any known duty , 
butt would have them proportion _ 
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not of their-minde , when perhaps for fi 
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[zeal according to the weight of the matter, 


and nor ſpend 1t all upon leſſer matters, and 
negle& the. main - concerns : I would have 
no man neglect his little finger, yet would 
[have him im the firſt place ſecure his head; 


and heart 3 he may be a man , it he want 


his little finger, but not without his head - 
and his heart; he may bea Chriſtian though 
he erre about the modes and circumſtances 
of worſhip; but he cannot without holineſs 
and firicerity : {ſome- Chriſtians are like the 
Salamarider always in the tire of contention; 
but theſe: mens graces rather then corruptt- 
ons are like to be burat : I like not thoſe men 
that moddle religion in'their own brain, and. 
make their own' conceptions the - center of 
unity; and like Procruſtes make his own bed 


fit all comers: ;-Zer all things ( ſaith the Apo- 


ſtle ) be done decently and inorder, 1 Cor. 14.40. 


2 neceffary rule, but ſo extremely. wrackt , 


that-I conceive through mens corruption , 
it hath produced 'more indecency 4nd -difor- 


der then any one Scripture beſides ; the Pa- 


piſts and others making this the foundation 
of all their needleſs ceremonies :* but-to re- 
tyrn to the point in hand, my defire and 


defigne is to-perſwade men to maintain the 


vitalls of Religion, in the firſt place , and 


Jet the ſtrerigth of their zeal be lajd out 


hefe, #nd for leſſer points , if diſputable , 
ltt every. mah be Aatisfied in his own con 
mt "— {cienceg 


370 | Upon ſuckers 174 fruit-betring tree, 
ſcience, and grant ſome allowance to others 
that differ in their judgements , till they 


themſelves are infallibly fure that theyf 
hold no errors : take Chriſts counſel, Mat.f : 


7. 1. judge not that you be not judged, for with 
what judgement ye judge, ye (all. be judged, and 
with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured 
70 you again : many men are quick-ſighte| 
abroad, -but blinde at home; reade allo the 
Apoſtles counſel, Roms. 14. 15 2, 3. &c. Oh 
my ſoul, ſpend not thy time and ftrength 
in trifles, when thou haſt -other work to 

_ do, let thy greateſt zeal be laid out on mat- 
ters of greateſt concernment, maintain the 
vitalls of religion, and that will maintain 
'thee-; do not doat upon the brats of thy 

own brain, neither cenſure thoſe that dit- 


fey from thee in cicumſtantials ; love Chriſt | 


whereever. thou ſee him, though in one of 
- another-judgement ; Lord, make: me up- 
Tiglit in the main, and to employ and im- 
prove [all my ſtrength for thee. 
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os Irs Upon a fair but fruitleſs tree. 


79. Med. XX TJ Hen I ſaw a fair and large 

Te VV greading tree , that over- 
topt,j and overlookt all the ;reſt, . that had a 
fowihing head, and a promiſing ſhew, and 
gave great hopes.of fruit to all the A 
25309"; | | 7 ut 
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but drawing near,. as Chrift'did to the'lea- |; | 


vy. fig-tree, ' ar. 21.19; expeRing frutt , I 


found none-; his whole ſtrength was- ſpent 


in bringing forth leaves,' when others that 
were leſs promiſing were ;richly laden with 
fruit; ſoapt are-we to miſtake, if we judge 
at a diſtance ;. When:I badiferioully conſi- 
dered it, I thought.this tree did fitly reſem- 
ble ſome high-flaivn profeffor that makes. a 
great ſhew 1n the world , and: feems' like 
Sul higher by the head thenothers are: and 
haply diſdainsi them, as not Gt for theirifo- 
ciety ; for oftentimes hypocrites- .do: fo! by 
their poor brethren-called weak Chriftians-: 
Theſe you may frequently hear commend- 
ing their. own. attainments and their. own 
enjoyments ;; their knowledge-gifts'y and 
their communion with God, and ſpeaking 
of their holy raptures, their aſſurance, and 
ſuch like ; and think they are: not Chrifti- 
ans that have not indubitable evidenee of 
their ſalvation, when others ly. under the 
latches, under fears and doubts, cormplain- 
ng under the ſence of their fin , the hard- 
neſs of their hearts, under their wants and 
other ſpiritual diftempers ; the load of: eor- 
ruption that lyes upon them ,- their want 
of communion wirh God ,, 'and fellowſhip 
with Jeſus Chriſt, the want of aſſurance , 
and ſuch like ; having the ſun. of Tighte- 
oulneſs. often clouded and: hid . from. their 
| Aaz —_— 


ſight': but when I have come a little near- 
'exto them, and! more heedfully obſerved 


and that where there was ſo- much of the 
tongue, there {cemed to be bur: little of the 
heart, and their religious duties, eſpecially 
-in their family were cold enough, and an- 
ſwered not'to their confident braggs ; That 
thoſe doubting; Chriſtians were 'more con- 
'ſtant-and ſpiritual 'in their 'performances ; 
(That their lives and converſations were more 
'holy towards God ,, and more righteous to- 
_.:wards men, then the others were, who bare 
. more leaves, but leſs fruit :: Ut 
:ſervation, I thought theſe: fit 


'&c.' the one brags of his worth”, - the other 


os. Upon's fairbut fruitleſs tree,” | 


their courſe of hte I faw that many of theſe 
great confidents, bear little more then leaves, 


» 


wig this Ob- 
| y. reſembled 
the Phariſee and the Publican, Zzk. 18. g. 


1s aſhamed of his duties ; the one comes 


with confidence into Gods preſence, but the| 
_ other with fear , but Chriſt tells us , that 
the Publican was the better man, and bet- 


ter welcome 3 all is not gold that gliſters; 
hypocriſy may lodge 1n a ſelf-confident breaſt, 
2nd ſincerity under a thred-bare coat, amidlt 
many doubtings; neither is it always fafe 
to judge of a-mans integrity by his tongue, 
a confident bragger is not always to be be- 
lieved, the emprtieſt barre], makes the grea- 
tz{t ſound, and:the worlt ſpoak in the cart 
we ſay creaks frit* : It'is the aſpiring ea? 


of 
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of corn that'is-moſt like to be blaſted, when: 
thoſe that hang the head are uſually-moſt- 
fruitful, it '1s'the humble ſ{elf-denying- Chri-' 
ſtian that bears moſt-ſruit to” G&d3 and'is' 
likelieft to be :moſt uſefull 4#his generati- 
on -; God dwells iw- the high and holy Teabems:, 
with him alſo that us of a contrite heayt, to 38: 
vive the ſpirit of the hansble:** Ailiypectite holds: 
himſelf to be tlie whole piece" and: alb-6r: 
thers but a remnant '; he takes his :pdor- 
counter, and fets'-it 'downfor> a thoufind? 
pound'; he prizeth himſelf above the -mar-:; 
ket,” but..-he' reckons without tis hoſt;uane 
therefore muſt:reckon twice: »the feel ?6ft 
grace ſeldom proſpers upon 'ttiountain-tojis,* 
ind high-gtounds,, bur in" Io! valleys, %up 
on the ſtalk of ſelfdenyal':' The more-frote 
is upon any.tree, the more it-inelines td the 
carth'; and the-more/ upright-and/alpiringy | 
the more barren”; it is:the' valley and—tivt 
the:tops of mountains that bring forth the 
beſt corn and -graſs, and other fruits';?The 
greateſt braggers are not always 'the 'Freh 
eſt, wiſeſt, or the*'moſt learned men; m#- 
ny high flown profeſſors are: like the* 324: 
ingate (-as one- ſaith ) vox- & preteres nil; 
and thoſe that- have leaſt, ſpeak oftentimes 
loudeſt ; 'but it is not the beſt man that hath 
the.beſt lungs, but the beſt heart ; the ftron- 
geſt Chriſtian is moſt ſenſible of his-bwn 


watits- and weakneſſes, as the wilſeft Philos 
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= but. L; love, to ſee men walk like 


got think the heart, and tongue agrees :. oh 
y ſoul, rather cbe. good then ſeem fo, ra- 
er bear fruit:then-leaves' ;. for -it-'is [fruit 
and/not. leaves; ſubſtance and not a'ſhadow, 
thy, Lord. expeRs :. it is good. works as well 
2s-:good, words! intentions as well. as: pre: 
ences he requires ;;.let another praiſe thee 
and not thy own mouth ;. a ſtranger and 
notthy own lips, Pro, 27. 2. let a-man' do 
worthyly in Ephrata,. and he will be famous 
in;Bethelem. ; he need not-be his own trum- 
peter :-honopr followeth vertve, as the ſha 
_ dow. doth. the: ſubſtance. ; thoſe that hvnour 
(od, God wilt honour, but thoſe that. deſpiſe him, 
ſhall be lightly.efteemed : ſet the crown upon 
Gods head, and he will ſer the garland up: 
on [thine *; . let thy, own works, but not thy 
ewn-wordspraile thee, Pro.' 31, 31..do _ 
| 2nd 


. Lys 9 375. 
and thou needft not with Zehu proclaim 
thy own praiſes 5 if thy converſation give 
light , doubtleſs it will not.be hid : Oh my 
God, let me 'ftand approved in thy fight , 
and I matter not what man faith of 'me 
give :me truth. in- the inward: parts ;- make 
me {ound at the heart, give me ſincerity , 
and I {hall then bear thee trait. Pſes: 


_ 
- —_ —_ _ 


| Upon 4great tree ſpoiling others under 1, 


8$0.2/ed.X AX 7 Hen 1 conſidered. the. fore- 
4... MY mentioned tree ,. that made - 
ſuch a pompous and — ſhew,. and 
was grown top-heavy, and yet fruitleſs and. 
worthleſs, when many {ſmaller ſhrubs'yield- 
ed a plentiful encreaſe: I conſidered it fur- 
ther, and: dobſeryed this was nat all, for:T- 
plainly ſaw that it was an enemy. -to/all thar. 
grew near it, and none-proſpered about it ; 
tor'.in overſhaddowing them or dropping 
upon them, it rendred all that were within 
the reach -of jt either barren or at lea(t not 
ſo fruitful, as thoſe that grew. at a'greater 
diſtance : This Obſervation helpt me to the 
following Meditation : I thought this tree 
did much-reſemble many great men; which 
make 2 pompous ſhew 5- and make a great 
coil, and keep'a great ſtir, and buſtle 1a the 
world, and yet: bear little ' or no good fruit, 


Aa 4 but ' *:5 
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bur it 'is bitter, fowr or unſavory ; they 
ſpread abroad their branches far wide, fill a 
countrey, have-many nnder them, that 


- Might bear much fruit, but they drop ſuch 


a poyſonful influence upon them, that they 


-neither bear no fruit, or worle then none, 
' bad fruit; for they can ſeldome proſper, or 
| bring any good fruit to maturity , neither 


the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrhaj 


is there any good tree or flower can live near 
them; we may ſay of them, and common- 
ly of thoſe that live under them, as. God 
doth of the like, Dex. 32. 32. &Cc. their vine © 


their grapes are grapes of gall, and their cluſters 
are bitter, their wine  the' poyſon of Dra- 
gons, and the cruel venom of aſps: tor what can 
you obſervefrom many great ones, and thoſe 
that depend upon them, but ſwearing, drink- 


_ Ing, gluttony, adultery, Sabbath-breaking, 


. Thado 
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oppreſling, perſecuting , and an enmity of 
the wa adlineſs” and there ſhall! ast 
a godly man live.under them,. nor within 
their reach, ifthey can help it, and they do 
ſo poyſon all about them, ' that the very 
earth it ſelf is curſed for their ſakes, and by 
their means toads and ſerpents, brambles and 
briars, thoſe fruits of the curſe, can only 
proper near them, and harbour undef their 

w ; and yet alaſs, . ſtill they are but 
men, though great men, and ſignify no more 


| then men, and like men they {hall die, and 


death 


$. LS... PIs 
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death will level them with the meaneſt of 
men: great men are indeed like capital Let- 
ters, they bear a great bulk, .and poſſeſs. a 
great Toom, and havea more pompous dreſs, 


| and people are apt more to look npon them, 


and children to admire them, and yet in -- 
hgnification they are but the ſame with the: - 
reſt, and the other have the ſame ſound, 
though theſe commonly have the precedence! 
and leading, yet they are but letters, and«:fo 
are the-reſt, and ſtript out ef their dreſs-are- 
called by the ſame name; theſe are but let- 
ters, and great ones are bu men, they are 
indeed like the fore-man on the Jury, they 
have liberty to ſpeak firſt, but their vote 1s 
but a vote, they make a great buſtle in: the 
world for a time, and act ſome great mans 
part, but when the play is. done, ' and. they 
are difrobed, alaſs, it is but.poor man ſtill, 
and when the Lord of the' vineyard comes: 
and findes them barren, he never regards 
their bulk or beauty; but bids, cut them down, 
why cumher they the' ground 2. Zuk. 13. 7.9: 
thoſe that are not for fruit. are for the hire ; 
the herb of grace cannot grow near them, 
nor within their reach, they. caſt forth a 
poyſonfull influence round about, a godly. 
man-cannot live by them, © but he 1s poy- 
foned by them , or by perſecution driven 
from” them, but their damnation fleepeth not , | 
2 Pet.2. 3. Iknow ſome great trees are good 
LE | | x trees 
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trees, trees of righteouſneſs that bear abun- 


dantly, and theſe are to. be prized, theſe 


are a ſhelter, a ſhelter from the ftorm , and to. 


thefe the gadly fly for refuge ; ſuch was 


Daw, Foſuah, Hetekiah, and leveral others ; | 


Abraham, Fob, and good ' Obadzjah, but theſe 
arelike black ſwans, ſeldome ſeen, yet {one 
{uch we have in our days: the moſt of our 
great ones bear poyſonous fruit, that infets 
thoſe that taſte of it, ſame more moderate 
bear .only leaves, and it. is well they bear no 
wotſe ;' a bare ftuitleſs protefiion they make, 
but: as they: do no. 'gaad;” fo they do : little 
hurt; ſome bear a little fruit,-! agd: a, little 
makes a-.greati ſhew in-þ great per{9n, but 
the: moſt beair none or worſe then. none, but 
prove like z blazing ſtar, and threaten'Tuine 
to:the beholders: thoſe that -have moſt, of- 
tentimes do leaſt, bur it is pitty Gods good, 
gifts ſhould be thus abuſed, 'an account of 
thoſe talents ſhall one day be required ; as 
. the Phariſees had'their learning banged in 
_ their light, which of the: Seribes and Phariſees 
have believed on him?. Fob, 7.48. ſapientes ſd: 
prenter in infernum deſcendupt ; there are nane {b 
deep in hell-as knowing men:; 19 rich, men 
have too great a clog at their heels 16._r47 
the mays of Gods commandenients ; Chriſt veils 
us:how hard a thing it is:to be great and 
good, for it * caſer ( faith he.) for a Camel 
z0 20" through a neeales eye, then for 4 rich manto 
dg enter 


OLE. Noh oa ts. tb BS. ad A. i QA. V 


© ® © = « 


3 4 


w 


» 0<. 4 Y ©. Cd 4) 


* «ad 


Upon a great tree ſpoiling others under it. 3 7g 
enter heaves, Mat. 19.24: Shimei ſeeking his 
ſervant loft himſelf, and moſt men ſeeking 


$:iches, pleaſures, and honours which ſhould 


be- their ſervants, loſe 'their ſouls: Let fuch 


{reade that faming text, Frmes 5. 1,2. &Cc.g0 


to now, ye rich men , weep and howl for the mi- 
ſery that (ball come. upon you,. your riches are cor- 
rupted, ana Jour garments are moath-eaten ; your 
gold and your ſilver is caukred, and the ruſt | of 
them ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall.ext your 
fleſh as it were fire : yehaue heaved treaſure toge- 
ther for the- laſt day : ye have: lived in pleaſure 
on the earth ,' and been wanton, ye have .nou- 
riſhed your hearts as in a day 'of laughter, ye have 
condemned and. killed the juſt, and he could not 
reſiſt you : did: men} but conlider 'the: tempta- 
tion, that riches .expoſes/them-toy/andithe 
dangerous. ..events that-otten foblow : wa 
world not {o 'eagerly. purſue them; nor fo . 
greedily gape rafter theta my 1oul, bleſs 
God. thou art freed in. »good meaſureirom 
thoſe temptatibns that many- others:lie- un- - 
der, and think / thy own :conditton beſt ; 
hadſ thou enjoyed more, it.might haveibeen 
thy portion, - hadſt thou had fironger temp- 
tation and more baits, 'thon mighteſt have 
{wallowed the hook as'others have done,thou 
baſt lefs to anſwer for : oh my God, give -me 


neither poverty nor riches, feed me with foog conve- 
nient,grve me food and:rayment, and let mt be con- 
tent, but let nottheſe things be my portion. : 

#48 | ; pon 


Upon anold, yet fruitful tree. 


81. Med. V _ Iſawan old tree that 

| romiſed little yet was 
richly laden, and had not only more fruit, 
then thoſe: that were younger, and made a 
greater ſhew, but the. fruit was better allo, 
it exceeded not only in. quantity but alſo-in. 
quality, the- other trees ; this Obſervation 
made-me think this tree reſembled muchan 
old Chriſtian ,\an_ ancient protefſor , :that 
ufuelybears more and better fruit then the 
younger ſort, their judgements betng ripen 
e& and mellowed. by' their experiences, and 
ufually. they are not- fo tart. and ſfowr ,.'o 
fenſorious and ſelf-wilde , as the younger 
- are, who are apt to condemn-all that'are 


not juſt of their judgements , though-o- | 


therwiſe they hold forth-as much of Chritt 
and a Goſpel converſation as they do them- 
{elves';. This Conſideration-brought to my 
- minde; what ther: Plalmiſt faith of ſuch; 
92: Pal. 12,13, 14. the righteous ſhall flouriſh 
' ike a palm tree, he ſhall grow like a Cedar in Ze- 


banon, thoſe that be planted in the houſe of the 


Lord ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God, they 
ef bring forth fruit in old age , they ſhall 
be fat. and flouriſhing : thoſe that | draw ſap 
from Chriſt, andare grafted into him, mult 
need bud and. bloom 2nd bring forth "_ : 
'Y > '.* TNCIEC 
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Upon an 01d, yet fruitfull tree. 331. 
theſe are: the trees planted by the rivers of wa- 
ter, that bring forth their fruit in their ſeaſon, 
Pal: 1. 3. for as ancient men, fo eſpecially 
ancient Chriſtians have their judgement 
ripened by their experience, and mellowed 
by time, others may be, and uſually .are 
more heady, raſh and ſenſorious, and have 
a more hot, and burning zeal, but it 1s not 
according to knowledge ; now zeal without 
knowledge ( as one faith ) is like” mettle 
ina blinde horſe, which ofttimes ſerves but 
to break his own or the riders ngeks,' their 
zeal is like that of the Apoſtles, Fames and 
Foha, T.uk. 9. 54. who would, have called 
for fire from heaven ro conſume .the inhol- 
pitable Szmaritans, as Hlijah did, but this 
wilde fire was never kindled on Gods hearth, 


as: Elijahs was ; this became not a goſpel 


frame of ſpirit ; but this younger fruit is. - 
not ſo pleaſant to the taſte. ; we may ſay - 
of this, as Chriſt ſpeaks of wine, Zuk. 5. 39. 
no man having drunk old wine, preſently 
delireth new, tor 7 faith he ) the old 1s bet- 
ter ; Now as age clarifies wine .and ripers 
it,ſo doth experience ripen mens judgements, 
young profeſſors make a great noiſe, and a 
oreat ſhew in the world , they bud and 
bloom, and many of them bring forth fruit, 
yet is.not their fruir ſo pleaſant tilt it be 
ripened by age, and 'mellowed by expert- 
ence; they axe more heady ( as I faid ) 

| | and \ 
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and ſent{orious , and apt to condemn thoſe 

that cannot ſee with their eyes, that differ 

from chem, though 1t be in circumſtantials 

and things of ſmall concerns 5 yea perhaps 

diſrobe them of their graces, as if their 

hearts liks Zeh#'s were the touchſtone of fin- 

cerity , and their judgement the touch- 

ſtone of truth ; but ancient Chriſtians have 

learnt Chriſt better, and ftudied their own 
hearts more, and will yield a grain of al- 

lowance to others, as knowing they need 

it themſelves, and where they ſee the vi- 

tals of Religion preſerved, they will reach 

out the right hand of fellowſhip, though it 
be to- men of a contiary perfwaſion 1n lef- 
ſer matters ; yea, they will love. thoſe bet- 
ter, and value them more then they do thoſe 
of their own. perſwaſion , where they can- 
not fee ſuch evident fignes of grace, but 
many times 1n young profeſſors a little dit- 
ference about circumſtantialls cafts ſuch a 
miſt before their-eyes, that they cannot ſee 
_ any grace at all 1n their antagoniſts :a grown 
Chriſtiana owns Chriſt whereever he lees 
him, yea, though it be in one' that hath 
wronged him, and he verily thinks hates 
him, or though. it be in one that ſtands in 
his light, or in his way to preferment ; there 
is hvnourable mention made of an old diſ- 
ciple, /#s. 21, 16. a gray-headed experi- 
_ enced Chriſtian, a father, 1 Zh. 2: 13. you 
are 
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| God, and yet is. incumbent upon us, fo riſe 


Upon an old, yet fruitfull tree. 
are they ( faith Chriſt ) that have continued 
with me, and I appoint unto you 4 kingdome as 
my father hath appointed unto me, Luk. 22.28.29, 
God will reward thoſe that are ancient ſer- 
vants eſpecially : pe ſbould {peak ( ſaith. Zl;- 
hu } aud multitude of years ſhould ſhew wiſdome, 
Fob. 32. 7. It was a duty commanded: by 


9 before the hoary head, and bonour the face 'of 
the old man, Lev. 19. 32. but then much more 
an old Chriſtian, the hoary head i a crown of 
glory, if it be found in the way of righteouſnefs, 
Pro. 16. 31. Naturaliſts obſerve the herb 
Cudwecd which the Herbaliſts call herbaws. ia 
piam , whoſe younger branches ſtill yeeld 


. [fowers to overtop the elder , ſuch weeds 


ou on rife among us , but it 1s an ll 


oil that produceth them : Rehoboam negle- 


Qing the milder and ſafer counſel of his 
grave Senators, and following the harſher 
counſel of green wits, ruined himſelf, and 
loſt ten of the twelve tribes, who revolted 
from him ; we ſeldome finde an antient 
profeſſor apoſtatize or run into errours or he- 
rely , but it 1s too frequently ſeen” in youn- 
Ber Men, there are many take up Religion 
luddenly, and in a few weeks are above their 
teachers ,_ yea , above all the Miniſters in 
the Countrey, and ſome of them get above 


Ordinances, yeaz. run the whole circle of er- 


ors ,: till they end in Athieſm or protanels, 
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| the place where they ſet out : the devil 


$2.34, Jlnding a tree that at a diſtance w 
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284 Upon anold, yet fruitful tree. 
deals by them as Z/ſha did by the Syrians, 6 
2 King. 6. 19. he brings them to Szmariif b 
when they thought they had been going tof it 
Dothan: he leads them to hell, and perſwadesÞ} h 


| them it is the neareſt way to heaven : oh:my 


foul, let not the devil thus deceive thee, but] 1 


_ask advice of the wiſeſt counſellors 3 ownfl 4 
_ Chriſt whereever thou ſeeſt him, and makef] tl 


not.thy own judgement the teſt to try all «ff 5 
ther mens, nor with #ehu thine own heart tl 
the touchſtone to try others : judge'the tree} # 
by the fruit, not by the leaves, and profeſſorsſ 9j 
not by their words, 'but by their works | i: 
grow 1n grace, as thou _ in years, {of h 
maitt thou be an old diſciple 3 oh my. God,ſ b 
make me fruitful, and let my fruit be ple n 
fant to thy tate, and-let the laſt be bitrererſ| a! 


then the firſt. | di 
_ _ | F | bi 
Upon a leavy yet barren tree. - 


*þ ſhew'd fair, but at hand produ+ p' 
ced nothing 'but leaves , when I expeQted] n: 


"better fruit, it minded me of the fruitleſs] 4 
_ tigtree, mentioned Mar. 1 1:12: &c. that def 4; 
ceived ws Chriſt himſelf, for he being buf hi 
gry , and ſeeing a figtree a far off, having leave] te 

. he came, if haply he might finde any thing thart- 


#N 


Upon a leavy yet barren tree. 3 g 5 
bn, and when he came to it, | he' found nothing 
but leaves, for the time of figs ws not yet, pro- 
71 bably the time of ripe figs was nor yet, but 
to in his- neceffity he would have contented 
des} himfelf with thoſe that were green, and 
my || being thus diſappointed, he ſaid, never fruit 
but | grow more upon thee , and the figtree withered 
wnſ 424 dyed,- and his Diſciples marvelled, and well 
akef] they might, for no conjurer with all his 
L off skill could have done the like 3 me thinks 
art] this barren tree reſembles'many in our times, 
reef} that have a form of godlineſs, but deny the power 
orsf of it, 2 Zim. 3.5. they have leaves but no 
$Þ fruit, a ſhadow but no' ſubſtance :+ thoſe. , 
fff hollow profeſſors are like an old tree, tall 
od, but pithlefs, ſapleſs, and unſound ; theſe 
ez] men do as players in a Comedy, in voice 
rer] and geſture a divine duties , but in heart - 
deny them ; formality ( as one faith) is like 
a bull-ruſh, the colour freſh, the skin ſmooth, 
| but within nothing but a ſpungeous ſub- - 
ſtance ; they have « name to live, but are dead, 
Rev.3,1. they cry, the temple of the Lord, 
when they matter not the Lord of the tem- 
# ple ; they coritent themſelves with a bare” 
name without the nature of Chriſtians, they 
draw neat to God with their months, and honour 
4 him with their lips, when their heart is far from 
A him ; Mat; 15.8. all their holineſs 1s in ex- 


ternals, and nothing elſe buta brainleſs head, - --.- 
r4 and fſoulleſs body ; they have leavesto = ES 
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386 Upon a leavy yet barren tree. 
but no fruit ; words but no works ; a ſhew, 
but no ſubſtance ; their religion lies 1n the 
tongue and, brain, but never reaches the 
heart, nor ſeaſons the life, they are moſt in 
externals, little in internals; they regulate 
their words and aCtions , but the heart is 
not reſtrained or purified ; the heat of their 
Zeal appears chiefly, it not only, in their 
words, but the heart is cold enough ; they 
take up the eaſie, cheap, and Gf part of 
duty, but the difficult, dangerous, or coft- 


—— —— 


_ ty part they meddle not with ; they makea 


ihew of what- they are not, and brag of 
what they have not, and then they laugh in 


their ſleeves to think, how they have cou- 


zened and put a cheat upon the world, they 
worſhip that God in the Church, that they 
matter not in the cloſet, they do no religr- 
ous duty without witneſs, haply for fear 
God ſhould deny what he hath received from 
them 3 they are like rotten wood, 'they ſhine 
in the night, but look upon them in the 
day, and you will finde the cheat; they are 
like the red and blew flowers in the corn- 
field, fine to look upon, good forlittle, but 
to peſter the corn : they are like candles they 
uſually go out in an offenſive ſnuff; they are 
Saints-abroad, and devils at home, 'and uſu- 


ally *more:dangerous when they appear like 


Saints; then.when they ihew thetnſelves 'in 


their colours, and-a& the devils. part bare- 


"aces, 
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faced, but doubtleſs theſe are not the men 
that God will accepr, nor this. 1s not the 
ſervice he requires, he # 4 ſpirit, and will be 
worſhipped in {pirit and in truth, yea, the father 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, Fohn 4.23.24. he 
calls for the heart, my ſoz ( ſaith he ) gzve 
me thy heart, not thy tongue, CT hands, but 
the heart ; for if;he have that; the reſt will 
tollow, Pro.2 3.26. as the heart 15 by nature, 
God will have none of it, till the heart be 
renewed-and given to the Lord,he will accept 
of nothing that comes from us ; he calls tor 
the heart,. and ſays of ir, as Foſeph did of 
Benjamin, Gen. 4.3.3. ye ſhall not ſee my face 
vuhout it, or as David did of Michal, 2 Sam. 
3.13. thou ſhalt not ſee my face except thou 
bringefÞ Michal , Sauls daughter when thou com- 
ff; Theſe men would give the Lord any 
thing but the heart, and he will own no- 
thing without it 3 theſe profeſſors are like | 
men in a boat, they Iookone way, and row X* 
another, or like the kite that ' ſoares_ aloft, 

towrs on | high, asif they were all for hea- 
ven, and made light of all terreſtriall things, 
when ſtill her eye is upon her prey ; and 
ber heart glued to the ground, and rooted 
in the earth ; they are like unto the peacock, 
they-have fine feathers, but yet 1s but a 
dunghillbird ; but theſe ſhews will not al- 
ways ſerve turn, God ſees through their 
thin masks, and will ere long pluck off their 
B b 2 VIZOUT, 
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"283 Upon a leavy yet barren tree. 
VIZOUT , : be -n0t deceived God is not. mocked : 
there are none can fteal to heaven in a dif: 
guiſe, God will know him well that ſhall 
enter there; there is a ſure guard, and with- 
- out this ticket of holineſs-none will be ad- 
mitted ; this is Chriſt ſheep-mark ,- and 
thoſe, and thoſe alone thar have it, ſhall 
ſtand upon his right hand, -at judgment : 
when he comes to ſeek fruit and findes none, 
he will take up his axe; he hath long, and 
-may for a while ſpare the tree for the vine- 
"dreſſers fake, bat his patience will not al- 
ways laſt ; he will ſay, pray aot for this peo- 
ple, for they are ripe for deſtruQtion ; when 
the ſins of the Amorites were full, their deſtfuQi- 
on drew- neer ; when theſe borrowed robes 
are pluckt from the ſtageplayers backs ( for 
{o the word hypocrite aiſles ) then thoſe 
that ated the parts of Kings will be found 
but peaſants, and thoſe that ated the parts 
of honeſt men, will be found but cheats; 


indeed God hath many fans, and much off 
this chaF is blown away in this life ; weſ 
have ſeen many that appeared to be ſome-ſ- 
thing, proved juſt nothing ; but when Chriſt: 


comes with refiners fire, and fullers foap, 


who can ſtand before this burning ? the: 
| lamps of profeſſion may light a man todeath,ſ]. 


near to heaven; oh my ſoul , thou. ht 


made profeffion. of Religion -a long: time,f, 
what fruit doſt thou bring forth ?_if __ Di 
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. Upon a leavy yet barren tree. 389 
haſt nothing but 'tears thou, -maiſt expet 
that Chriſt ſhall ſay to thee, as tothe frut- 
leſs figtree, never fruit grow more 0n thee for 
ever ; or it thy fruit be bad, 1t will not be 
long but thou wilt be- cut down ; what 
cauſe haſt thou to fear that art fo ſenſible of 


ſo much unſavory, and rotten fruit, and of 


{o little that is good ? up then: and be do- 


ing, that thy laſt days may be thy belt days, 
and thy beſt wine laſt; oh my good God, 


though hypocriſy lodge in me , let it not 


reign in me ; give me truth inthe inward: 


parts, .keep my heart ſound in thy teſtimo- 
nies, and I ſhall be fate. | 


— 


Upon 2 dead tree. 


Oo 


83. Mes. (Er Is tree in 'the or- 
Fo chard thathad neither fruit nor. 


leaves, and ſo was neither for profit nor plea- 


fI ſure, for fruit nor ornament, but rather an 
. encumbrance to the ground, and a deformi- 
- ty tothe place, I began upon this Obferva- 
. ttonttocconſider, that this was the caſe of 'ma- 


ny a poor dead rear>. 57 us, who though 
|, hedged about by 
is-providence, and watered with the. dew 


j.of heaven, and manured by> the -skilfalteſt 
of, -vine-drefſers, yet remains dead, fruitleſs, and 
-nſekeſfs, and; hath done ſo many years; and 


Bby3 hath 


3 90 - Upona dead tree, 


hath. done nothing all this while-but cum- 


| ber the ground, and keep a room, and did 
but grow worle and worſe, and every day 
more fitter for the fire then other, this min- 
ded me of Gods mercy and mans wickedneſs, 
Gods mercy 1n ſparing ſuch ' unprofitable 
wretches, iome of them .50 or 60 years: to- 
gether, and all that while ſending his: vine- 
dreſſers to dig and dung, and manure' them 
from year. to: year, that never yielded- any 
good fruit in their hves, and mans wicked- 
neſs' that will not be won upon by all 
theſe: entreaties and continued favours, that 
are ſo hard, that neither the-ſun nor the rain 
can ſoften, neither fair means nor foul can 
work upon them, and to this day do yet 
remain a reproach to the place they live 1n; 

for ſin ( laith Solomon ) is a reproach to any peo- 

ple, Pro. 14.-34. when righteouſneſs exalteth 4 

 MWation': True. Religion and the power of 
godlineſs 1s,the beauty and bulwark of. a'Na- 
tion, but ſin is a deformity , and an: evil 

diſeaſe, it 15 the ſnuff that dims our candle; 
yea, threatens the removal. of our: candle: 

{tick 5 Capernaum that once was lifted up to 

heaven; 4s threatned to be caſt down to hell; 

if a: dead tree:deform a; welk-regulated or- 
chatd;:and is ſuch:an offence [that it will 
not i be&rendured by the owner, nor be \uffered 

. to.ftand; or if a dead carkaſs be for leath- 
_ ſom @thiog , that in a little tinte: the nea- 


reſt 


jig, of 
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| Upon a dead tree.” | 391 
ret and deareſt relations, and the moſt in- 
timate friends are weary of it, how loath- 
ſome then is a dead iſoul to God , though 
the unſavoury {mell of it be not perceived 
by natural men ; for how can. one dead. man 
ſmell another? you may as well expett good 
fruit from a dead tree, as any good: action 
from a dead man, perhaps ſomething good 
for , the matter may be done by a nataral 
manz as Prayer, faſting ,.. and almeſ-deeds 

iſces, but the manner or ends 


TxC\! 


their vine is the vine of Sodom and of the field 
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5 392 Upon a dead tree. 
of Gomorrha, their grapes are grapes of gall, 
and their cluſters are bitter ; their wine ts. the 


poyſon of dragons and the eruel venime of afps : * 


their works, yea, their beſt works are per- 


nitious ; the vine 1s their corrupt nature , - 


and the grapes their evil works, which pro- 
ceed from this vine ; their ſpot is not the ſpot 
of Gads people , Dent. 32. 5. the ſaints have 
their ſpots , ' but theſe are not like theirs, 
they are not ſo deeply ingraven , wicked 


mens ſpots are like the Zeopards, not only 


in the skin but in the fleſh, yea, in the ve- 
ry heart, and therefore can be. cured by 
none, but Chriſt-the great*Phyſitian ; they 


cannot be cured by the art of man, or waſht: 


away by any water ; the ſin of the faints 


1s but like the viper on Pauls hand, -through 
Gods mercy they hurt him not : how ma- 
ny of theſe dead -trees may we obſerve a- 
mong us, yea, how few that be alive, and 
| 7 muchas a leaf, they make no 
profeſſion of Religion at all, but deform the 


few bear 


place where they are , and procure a 'curſe 
upon. it - I fear it may be ſaid of Zngland 


in a ſpiritual ſence, as once it was faidi of 


Egypt , there was not a family that there was 
not ſome dead perſon in it, and 1 fear there are 


very few free amongſt us, nay, are not:moſt 
familyes all thus ſpiritually dead ? and it'ap- 


Pears they are dead » when after twenty years 
freſſing, pruning, watering and Manuringy, 
OR ES Pol | and 
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who have ſpent their time, their ſtrength, 


: nd their lives.in the work, yet they. do not 
bring forth one leaf , much leſfſe any good 
Fruit; and there is none can cure them, but 


he that can put life into them, and ſay to a 
dead ſoul, live ; and can tranſplant them 
from the itock of nature into that noble vine 
Chriſt ; that they are dead is apparent, for 


their ſouls have all the ſymptoms of death. 
upon them, they have neither heat, nor breath 


nor ſence nor motion ; if God call the hear 
not ; if his hand be ftretched out they ob- 
ſerye it not ; if a load of {in ly upon them 


as heavy as a mountain of lead, they feet-it- 
not ; nor the deep gaſhes fin makes 1n the 


ſoul : preſent before a dead man the bloudi- 


pleaſanteft ſight that eyer was ſeen, all 1s 


| one, he ſees neither the one nor the_ other, 
| the roaring cannon, and the ſweeteſt mu- 
fick.is all one-:- the ſweeteſt favour, and the 
fulſomeſt ſtink, hecannot differenice ; . the. 


lighteſt feather; and the heavieſt mountain, 
ſignify. the ſame ; the ſweeteſt meat , and 


the rankeſt poyſon : and why ? becauſe he | 


is dead : rio more can a dead ſoul judge of 
ſpiritual things ; profniſes and threatnings 
are all alike, he is moved neither with the 
one or With the other : oh my ſoul , this 


dea 


Upon a dead tree. Fa | 393: ay 
and that by the moſt skilfull husbandmen, 


m3. 


Peſt ſpeQacle that ever was beheld; or - the 


hath been thy caſe, thou haſt been Pinay s 
| | 2 
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594. Uponpa dead tree.” | 
dead, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, thou haſt been 
ſpirirnalty deaf and' dumb, and blinde and 
tame, and if it bs better with thee, bleſs 
God for it, for it was he, and not thy ſelf 
put life into thee : bring forth now fruit 
ſatable to a tree that hath life, that 1s tran(- 
planted into Chriſt , that hath had ſuch 
Jlanting, dreflfing, and manuring, as thou 
laſt had, that Gods labour be not loft upon 
thee : oh my God, remove, thoſe obſtruQi- 
ons that hinder me from bearing fruit, . and 
. purge me that Tmay bring forth, more fruit, 
put life into me, and I ſhall ive. | 


___— 
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"i Upon 4 tree ſeemingly dead in winter. 
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n, thoſe - trees - formerly! 


' green and flonrifhing, and richly laden, not | 


with leaves only; but good. fruit, but now 
were ſtript of all, and had neither leaf 'nor 
fruit, but lookt withered , dead, and dry, 
_ -nodifference appeared between the frut- 
full, . and the barren, yea, ſcarce'any between' 
the living and the dead yer in the ſpring 
following,, when the ſin ie upon them 
with a more dire& ray, and warm beams , 
ahd the rain from heaven watered them, and 
refreſht them, they revived, ſprung. again, 
| budded, bloomed;and bare fruit-; TR 
þ enis 
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Upon a tree ſeemingly dead in winter. 39 ; 


this did lively reſemble a poor deſerted fouls + 


condition , 1n' her widowhood , when her 
husband- hath forſaken her , and ſeems to 
give:her a bill of divorce, when the' ſun of 
righteouſneſs is-either ſer upon her, clon- 
ded, orecclipft; or atleaſt very remote from 
her fight, then with the Marigold ſhe droops, 
hangs the head, and is contrated into her 
ſelf, it 1s then wintet with her, and' little 


' I diflerence appears between' her and a dead 
foul; at leaſt in ther own” apprehenſions*: 
| when God hides his face'from the foul, or 


any thing interpoſes betwetn'theni that ſhe 
cannot ſee: him,” theti. is''ſhe in a la with 
ing conditton,” and crys 'ovit with the fpoule, 


| did 7e:ſee bins whom my ſol Woeth ? Cant.'5-3 . 


ſhe. cannot * hide this' fi iti hey boſorhe; -OF 
conceal this love, -but jt will 'break 6p; 


then ſhe goes7from one 'Ofdiharive to arto+ 
ther, from-one Miniſter to: another, enquir- 


ing after heri husband Chriſt; every cornet - 


of the houſe 'can witneſs her moan for ' his 
abſence; nothing will fatisfie, nothing will 
content but him ; give 'me Chriſt , or elfe 
I die, never- did hungry man more earneft- 
ly defire-meat; '\nor thirſty man deſire drink, 
or Rathel defire-children',' then an hyngr 

foul deſires Chriſt ; Bat when the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs doth: ariſe with healthg in his wints , 


Mal. -.4. 2. the foul that before 'was cold 


and chill ; now becomes lively and aQtive; 
theſe 


396 Upona tree ſeemingly dead in winter. 

theſe cheriſhing rays make her bud 'and 
bloom, and bring forth - what #06. ſpeaks 
of a tree, ſeemingly dead and withered, yet 
( ſaith he ) through the ſcent of water it will 
bud and bring forth Towle like a plant, Fo0b.14.7. 
ec. is really true of ſuch a ſoul, tliat when 
ſhe is 1n a deſerted, and as ſhe imagines, a 
. forſaken condition, ſeems dead ww; wathe- 
red, yet at the retura of Gods pleaſed face 
ſeems fruitful and flouriſhing ; where there 
Is life in the root it will ſpring ; when tis 
really. dead, winter and ſummer, all is a 


caſe : but though the winter may be leng and 


ſharp, yet the ſpring will: come and ſhew a 
difference between the living trees-and the 
dead: and though. God hide his face-for a 
ſeaſon, - and ablent himſelf for a time, to 
ſee how his ifpouſe will bear his abſence, 
and to try. her; afteQions ,. yet this ſun of 
righteouſneſs will. ſhine; again , and then 
where life is in the root, it will ſhew it ſelf 
in the branches/; for God: will not forſake 
any really that are not dead utterly i for. « 
little while ( faith God ) hid my fage, bat with 
everlaſting kindue(s will Tremember her, 1ſay.s 4. 
8. ſometimes the. poor ſoul verily thinks ſhe 
is forſaken, when: God doth but like a father 
hide himſelf” for a while,. to'try the childes 
affetion, and every ſigh and ſob and' ſor- 
rowful tear goes to the fathers heart ,. his 
bowels yearn, and he canhot long conceal 


| himſelf : 
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himſelf: that it 1s fo between God and his. 

ks | children, ſee that pregnant place, //ay.49.14. 
yet | &c. bat Zion ( {aid the Lord ) hath forſaken me; 
will | and my God hath forgotten me ;\ can a woman for- 
-.7. þ get her ſucking .childe, that ſhe ſbould .not have 
en | compaſſion on the ſon of her womh, yea, they may 

, a | forget, yet will not 7 forget thee ; behold 7 have 
he- f graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls | 
ce | are continually before me + never was tender- 
Te || hearted farher, or indulgent mother, more 
tis | careful of their only childe' then God is of 
4a | his children ; he will never forſake thoſe 
nd } that do not forſake him; he will never give 
"a | a bill of divorceto any, thatare not willing 
he to leave him, ſo that you ſee here, where 
a] there is life in the root, the fpring will come 
to | when it ſhall again germinate and bud, but 
e, | if it be really dead, it can never recover, 
of | but by the aſſiſtance of an omnipotent arm; 

n | no more can a dead ſoul, till it be grafted 
if | into the living vine, then that which was 
ce | dead before ſhall germinate and ſpring; and 
« | when once thus tranſplanted, it ſhall never - 
h | wither : though ſfometimes-it may be win- 

. | ter with it, and it make but a little ſhew, 

e | yet the root of the matter is init, and when the 
ri ſpring returns it ſhall break forth, God will 

s | never leave them nor forſake them; See the A- 


$ 

- | poſtles confidence, Rom.8.35, 38, 39. whoſoal 
Sl ſeparate us fromthe love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulati- 
I] ow or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or _ 
neſs, 
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eſs, or peril, or {word ? nay, in all theſe, we are 
more then conquerors through him that loveth us : 
for | I am par 2i6jerg that acither death nor life, 
nor. angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, 
or aepth, nor any other creature , ſhall be able 
to (eparate us from the love of God which is in 
Chriſt Feſus our Zord : theſe men of all others 
have cauſe to live merrily , yea, though it 
be but aſſurance of adherence ; thoſe that 
Chriſt loves, he loves to the end: oh my ſoul, is 
it ſo, that grace may be hid in times of 
defertion, as the 'ſap :in the root, in the 
winter ſeaſon, or'as fire under the aſhes, or. 
as gold in the mine, or as a little Jewel in 
a great: heap of aſhes, deſpair not then, nei- 
ther be diſcouraged, though ſometimes thy 
grace be out of {ight, and thy God hide his 
ace, and the ſun of righteouſneſs be clou- 
ded, and thy comforts ecclipled , remem- 
ber with David, the days of old, and the time 
when God did ſmile upon thee ; and though 
it be now winter, the ſpring will return : 
whom God loveth, he loweth to the end, yea, with 
ax everlaſting love : oh my God, clear up my 
evidences for heaven, and make out ſuch 
diſcovery of thy 'love to my ſoul, that 1 may 
never be willing to leave thee, and then that 


4 


thou wilt never forſake me. 


Upon 
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Upon a great tree toſſed with the winde. 


85. Med. W= I obſerved ſome tall 
Ten ſpreading trees , ſtretching 
forth their branches on every fide, and were 
orown top-heavy , how they were toſt and 
tumbled with the winde and ſtorms, when 
ſmaller ſhrubs and lefſer trees were more 
free and ſecure, becauſe they lay under the 
winde , or had but a little inconſiderable 
head : T ſaw and obſerved, that it often came 
to pafle, that if theſe great trees bare any 
fruit, 1t was blown down before 1t came to 
maturity, and fſe[dome came to good, nay, 
not only the fruic but the leaves alſo- were 
forced off by the violent guſts, and windes, 
and ſtorms, and ſometimes the boughs and 
branches alſo, yea, the tree it {ſelf 1s often 
born down, by the tempeſt, when thoſe that 
were leſs and lower were more ſecure, and 
brought their fruit to , maturity with leſs 
danger and hazard: This Obſervation made 
me- think that theſe trees fittly reſembled 
Treat men, that made ſome profeſſion of re- 
Iif1on, but few of them bring their fruit to 
maturity, for theſe lye more-open to temp- 
tations, and are more liable to dangers then 
others 'are, and the devil hath a' greater 
ipight at them-then at others, for they may 
do him more miſchief, and. therefore: he is 
5% 32025152 | £-200 "31:7 Gd 


more unwilling they ſhould break -priſon 
then.others, and hangs more fetters and 
irons upon 'them - great Commanders are 
more narrowly watcht if they are priſoners, 
and more dearly ran{omed then priyate foul- 
diers : hence it was, that Zlymas the 1or- 
cerer, by the devils inſtigation, ſought. to 
turn away Surgins Paulus the deputy om the 
faith ; At. 13. 8. as knowing he was like 
to be a leading man_ which way ever he 
took : If great men have but leaves, they 
are il for the leaves fake, and few of 
'them ever bring forth fruit to maturity, 
yea, the leaves rhemſelves, their very pro- 
feſfionare oft times born down by the ſtorm; 
I have ſeen ſome'that I verily believed were 
well rooted and grounded, who yet upon 
approaching ftorms have truckled under 
them, have hid their religion , -difſembled 
their profeſſion, and ſtole away from their 
colours, and all for fear of leaving, or loſing 
any part of their eſtates ; This hath given 
me occaſion ſometimes to: bleſs God , that 
hath freed me from ſome of thoſe. tempta- 
tions that others-lie under, and hath given 
me ears petition, either poverty nor riches, 
bat food convenient," and hat kept me almoſt 
- ally days-ina ſuffering condition: Icon- 
ſidered I have the ſame nature as other men 
have , had I but the fame temptations, 1 


know not but I might have been as bad :| 


P 
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Upon a great rree toſſed withthe winds: got 
2 great eſt3te as it hath many caresand cum- 
bers fo many temptations accompanying itz 
are} and ſome men cannot bear. it, -no'more then 
rs, ſome mens heads can much wine or--ftrong 
ul-f drink ; it is not the cage that makes the bird 
Qr-f fins, .nor it is not abundarice always that 
to] makes the heart light ; a ftaff may help a 
thef traveller, but a bundle of ſtaves will be:but 
kef} a trouble ; ſo may a great eſtare to a godly 
he man ;- I might have, like that young. mart 
ey mentivned , Mat. 19.20: &c. parted with 
off Chriſt for a trifle : had he had but a ſmall 
Y, eftate,, who knows but he might have pro- 
o-f ved a- true convert ; he cheapens heayerl; 
: | bids fair for it, but. they - difagreed- about 
ref the price : 4 great eſtate” breaks the- bar». 
nf gain; as intheworld it breaks many a mar- 
x4 riage-; the perſons like and loye, but the 
dj womans portion will not anſwer the mans 
ir} eſtate: : this occalioned Chrift to: tell us; 
of how hard a thing it was for a rich man -to 
nj be ſaved, Mar, 19. 24: it i eaſier for a ca- 
it] wet 20 gotbrough the eye of a needle thew for 4 
1-1 rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. : 
on} moſt mens honours change their manners 
;,| and they are the worſe tor their : wealth. ; 
| ifheaven be to. be: had upon no other terms; 
- many .will refuſe it ; they would be 'gain- 
nj ers by their religion; however they Ag 


to loſe nothing ;-matriy like !Did#s's ,Graftf 
| ten; get their living & itz, they will launclt 
$2403; I | gd 
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no further into'the deep, then they may re+ 
turn fafe to the ſhore: many come to Chriſt 
baftily, as this young man, but return thea- 
pity", : when .they hear the rate : All men 
love Abrahams boſome but few men -love 
Dzves-door ; all men love the jewel , bur 
few will go. to the price; all men would 
have:the crown , but they love not the 


croſs that leads to it : Moſt men ( eſpecial. 


ty great ones) will meddle with no more 
religion then will .do-them good. or boot 
their needs or ſerve their defignes 5 they 
will lanch no further into the ſeas then 
they can ſee the ſhoar ; pride breeds in 
wealth, as worms do in apples 3 and he 1s 
4..xich man indeed, that thinks himſelf ne- 
ver the greater, 'or never the better for his 
wealth : oh world, how haſt thou deceived 
thoſe that truſt in thee, and. how haſt thou 
bought their. profeſſion out of. their hands 
for a trifle , ard haſt had their ſouls into 
the bargain : how many write themſelyes 
ha 7 when they are loaden- with thick zlay ? 
alaſs! what will this do-for them in their 
greateſt 'need ?: poor Spire was 'betrayed: by 
rhee, to the ſhipwrack of faith and a:good 
conſcience 5 fo: were Xudas, Demas, Ananias 
and';$aphirz, and a'thoſand more : theſe knew 
not the ' worth .of the ſoul-, 'nor the vamty 
of theavorld, thatilet the devil have ſocheap 
apenyworth:; they graſp fo greedily aw 
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Upon & great tree toſſes with the winde. .4:03 
rold; that they loſt their: God, and loved 
their. fin more:then their fouls , but 'whatr 
good will it.do them when they want a drop 
of: water #0 cool their ton2ues'? Znk, 16. 24. 0h 
my ſoul, ble God that hath freed thee 
from many temptations that others are 0+ 
vercome: by : Covet not overmuch a prof, 
f perous' condition, leſt God give it thee for 
thy. portion: {corn with the Zagle to ſtoop - 
lo low as-to ſeek thy meat upon a dung- 
hill : undervalne not thy ſelf fo much as 
to entertain fo poor a ſuttoras the world is, 
when the ſun of God makes love to thee, 
who alone can pay thy debts and make thee 
happy -: thou canſt not buy this gold'too 
dear but-the world thow maiſt , and moſt 
men do, when they purchaſe ic with the 
bloud of their ſouls : thou canſ{t not over- 
value this jewel, it is ten thouſand times 
better then thou canſt value it : oh my God, 
give me Chriſt and it ſufficeth, I [need no 
other portion, I defire no other happineſs, 


let me have him at any rate, | 


Cd 
———— —_— 
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 Uponitrees green in ſummer, but ſtvipt 
a ' off allinwinter. - 


_ trees fo fair and fpecious, 19 #1 
green and flouriſhing in the ſummer, yer 
Y CC2 when 


ADA  ..  Hpontrers greeninfummer, . 
xwhen autumn came were ſtript of all their 
gallantry, and appeared bare, and ll fa- 
vaured, dead and:dry, and: looked -not:like 


_ - the ſame they were 3 Ir preſently ſtruckin- 


to 'my; minde that:this would ſhortly be the 
condition of all wicked men,: let. their pro- 
Iperity; be never {o great, and their:enjoy- 
ments in the world never 10: many, or 
large ; . the time. is coming, all thele: like 
leaves will fly away with the winde , the 
nipping troft of death, and the winde ofat- 
flition will make them fall ; ſome carry 
Zoraſhips on their backs, ſome Earldomes, ome 
* Dakedopes, and ſome few M#ingdomes 5 a- 
- mong the Clergy, ſome carry, ſeveral itee- 
ples:on their becks,. yea , ſome Deanaries, 
and ſome Fiſhopricks, all theſe are but 
leaves, and will fall when Autumn winde 
blows, they cannot ſtand a winter-blaſt, death 
will level the great and the: fmall, the one 
with the other, and the Kings head ſhall 
then ſhew no impreſhon of a. crown : Many 
rich men are like fumpter-horſes, richly la- 
den with gold and filver, and coſtly gems 
and Jewels all the day, but when night 
comes, 'and come 1t will ere long, they are 
ftript of all, turned into. a dirty ſtable and 
nothing to bring off but their gal'd backs,; 
{9 RE anract "have -nothifng -left _ but a 
gaPd conſcience; - a pregnant example of 
tits we have in the rich man, ay) 
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-but:ſtript of all inwinter,. 4085. » 
Luk. 16. 19. there was'one-rortbed in parole: 
1nd fine linen, and fared delicioufly every dry, 
bat/ it* was biit a hitcle time before-allithofe 
leaves were {tript off, and he had .nat "left: 
hym one drop' of . water: to Cool: his tongae::” 
and he that: alittle before : as: ſome! mnna-: 
gine') denyed-a crumb of bread to Zazzens;; 
i5'now denyed: a drop of. water : Another” 
example wehave," Zzk. 12: 16.0f ai richhman 
that-had abuarddance , andbegan to:fing a' 
requitem to his ſoul, ct; drink,” and be merny; 
thow haſt goods. laid up for many gears ; heivas 
a right Epicure? that made'his' gut his Godi!: 
another. Serdanapalne, eattngi:that (1n oearths 
(-rhat' 2giftine: faith) be muſt! digeſt 'io 
hell ,-lictle thinking his: death' was ſo:near; 
his glaſs was run, when hethought it was: 
but-new turned-3 tos fall faith Chriſt: 
thie-night (hall thy ſoul 'be requited of theecgi anth 
then: whoſe are Othefe ? he; was:{hot: as/a''bird 
with the bolt, while hezvas:[taring: at the 
bow: : of rich anen the:\Pſafwn?ſt ſaith: inheir 
aloyy wilt not follow them, neither fhall they; take 
apy thing with thets, Pſat; 4:9:; 17. then owhen 
death eatrethiinto their lodging, and knocks 
at their: doors;5they. may-ibid farewell: 6 
their well contriy'd houſes: damptuousbutrtd3 
ings; pleafant gardens, -andidelipghtful-walks; 
yea;: to all their: bags of gold,- 1o | painfully 
got-, {0 carefully kept; and 10. warty \em; 
ployed, even tos:the wounding of their cone 
TH | Ge: {ciences- 
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ſciences, the: hardnins;: of their hearts, 'and 
the: loſs of 'their- ſouls. ; | then. farewell all 
tlieie pleaſures, their merry meetings; and 
their .pot:compahions , with their drunken 
revels; farewell then their cocks, their hawks; 
their hounds, and their whores, they mu 
never=more delight and recreate themſelves 
/ with: theſe, for:-though whorematters ,- and 
whores, ſhall burn together ua Hell -yet ſhall 
they _ there burg in luſt one: ts the other, 
but-'their company. ſhall .be' rhetr 'tormens, 
not:their recreations all theſs. are-but. taxes 
_ the: (ind of death|'wilk blow-away: :; Here 
ate no: may-games;/ nor \mannis:dances, or 
deliting ſhews td enterttin.or.. youthtull 
gallant; no ſtage-plays 5 fox ctitig1r'divertiie; 


ment, no pleaſant Coinediesacted bot. a, aiff || 


mal:Tragedy, wherein they..are like to: ie 
the. niezable Afors, but\ will \never. conle 
of with applaufe;y there is ho modiſh: gazh 
for: our well-dreftgallant;'-no, headtire but.2 
flami ng periwig:\%here 15:90 ſe for. loals 
 1hp+glaſs nor. tivingawoman;:.H0;ufe. of patehr 

<8): powders: paints: \or trifliggarons. all 
| thefe are out of mote and-fafhion in thoſe 
Territories : | hdre/are nocheakths to pledge 
but:that of dambation they. Tooft drunk n 
the gays of theirlite,bubneyer knew what 
it 'was till nos but now'inuſtipledgothan 

x0all: eternity: [But , this 13! 'mor all \ their 
_ toſs will be greater, for-they muſt lote, che 
OT n 9523” -  . heating 
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-* but ſeript of all in winter. "© a9 
beatifical viſion of God bleſſed for ever, i# 
whoſe: preſence there is joy , and: at whoſe right 
band, are. pleaſures for evermore : then muſt 
they be everlaſtingly ſeparated from him, 
who. 1s; the chiefeſt Sy : Now they ſay 
to him, departfrom: #5, we defire: not the kuoi- 
leage of thy ways, Fob, 21. 14. and: then'God 
wil have none of thetr company, but;wwl 
lay, - depart from me, &c. Mat. 7. 22. 'avd 
25-.41. oh direfull and dreadfull. ſentence ;, 
fuch/ as -may. make their 'heart-ſtrings cvack, 
and their hearts [break in pieces. ; it þyeaths 


put nothing:\but fire and. brumſtone; frings 


and: Harrours,, wo. and alaſs,: {cas of: venge- 
ance; the '- worm that: never /aies:avd. the fire 
that never ſball be quenched ;1 torinents with- 


. out, end, and.paſt imagination : 'in this Jife 


they! cannot entre; the: company of. the 
: dly, they. are; either the objec. of, thear 
corn or malice;,. but then they: {hall ' be e- 
ternally - ſeparated, as far as, heaven is from 
hell, or Divesfroam Zazares, between whom 
there is 4 great gulph fixed. Zuk. 16. 26. Then 
they ſhall loſe their ſouls which is incorhpa- 
rably their richeſt jewel:,-wwhioh. they ſold 
for a trifle, and now it will be required, and 


they muſt Rand to their bargain , not 'that _ | 


they ſhall be annihilated, that news is too 
ood to be true ; neither ſhall they lole: the 
aculties of them ; theſe ſhall be- nlarged 
to.their ;further torments.,, but they loſe 
er” Cca4 their 
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fouls: 'in a word, all their happineſs,'and 
all their hopes, and all they accounted dear 
ſhall then be -{tript away,-all theſe. like 
leaves ſhall fly before the winde of death, 
and -in the .xoom of theſe, everlaſting . de: 


ſtruction: of body. and ſoul fhall ſucceed : 


oh death what a change wilt:thou'make at 
thy-coming,: and how unwelcome wilt-thou 
be'to thole that live at eafe in 'poſſeſhon ; 

_oh my ſoul, remember the days- of darkneſs ; 
for they are many," Ecel. 11:8." provide againſt 
this-time,: that this may not-be thy cafe, for 
ere long all theſe leaves wilbbe blown down; 


Provide therefore treaſuresthat neither man;. 


nor: devil can'{trip from» thee ; provide a 
-manſion in heaven:before: this earthly taber» 


- 'nacle. be diſſolved'; Lord,» affift me in: this: 


work,without thee my endeayours are vain. 


_—_ Y Y 4 L4 F : 


21 9: Upor's rree green all the winter, 
Po 21 7 22Y::Y: lome- trees were-all the Win- 
___4r and how! flouriſhing even in the froft 
and. 'fnow ; when: others are ſtript naked 
pa teft: baxe,' 8nd ſeem deadand bony 
::2MJ : Cn _ all 


their God which is the life of their ſouls ,. 
and: put them into the: deyils hands: to- be 
eternally- tormented ,, they ſhall loſe: their. 
bodies-alfo for whoſe ſake they ſold their 


rHen- I obſerved how oreen 
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Upon a tree green all the winter: _ $409 
and- that neither the pinching froſt; nor 
bluſtring windes, neither ftorms (or tem« 
peſts:could diſroab them or change their 


 ſummer-ſuit to winter colours, that neither 


ſummers ſun, - nor ſcorching heat could'make 
them wither, nor winter cold, nor ftorms 
could make them caft their leaves, norturn 
their luſty green to any other colour+Tbe- 
gan to-think theſe trees much reſemble''a 
Chriſtian, that had the life of grace within 
him, and is-planted into'that' generous vine 
Chriſt, and fucks {ap and nouriſhmentfrom 
this root ; theſe alſo are green' when ethers 
that ftand-upon their own Toot, wither andde-. 


Cay : But theſe trees of righteouſneſs arePle>. 
 tedby the rivers of water, and bring forth theisfrunt 


in due ſeaſon, 'and their leaf alſo ſhall not wither, 
but whatſoever they do, ſhall: firoſper, Pals. 
3.&c. when others -are driven like chaffbe- 
fore the winde from the face: of the earth 
yet the ſaniſhine of proſperity cannot wither. 
thoſe, nor the winde of adverſity blow'thern 
down or their fruit; nof remove their leaves® 
Fob was one of theſe trees -of righteouſhes;. 
green at.all times, winter 'and fummer,: "ir 
his proſperity his leaf: flouriſhed; for 'God 
himlelf gives/as ample a teſtimony of him; 
as ever he did 'of mortal 'man, #eb.1.8. Haſf 
thoa conſidered-my fervant Job, ?' that zhere is 
zone like him-in the earth, a perfett aud upright- 
many one that feareteh God and eſchaveth my 
LEE LE | ' : ; 43& 


Upon arree green all the winter. 
and, nhen be was in adverſity he ftill-retains' his 
integrity, .#0b. 27. 5:6, till 1 die 1 will not re: 
niove my integrity from me, my righteouſneſs 1 
hold. faft, a will ot let it go, my heart: ſhall 
210-reproach, me ſo long as I live, and lee what 
end- God makes with him, he crowns him; 
_ and;chronicles,bim for his fineerity and pa; 
+ tience;;all his affliction couid not make him 
loſe one leaf! : F9/eph when he' was in pro» 
{perity- tears .God, and; when in adverſity he 
tears him alſo 3, when he was abondllave; in 
Potipbars houſe , be, relifteth; rhe temptations 
of his, miftriſs- with this confideretion, how 
ſball$, commit this,great wickeart{s y; And (it 4: 
gainſt (god ? Gen,:39, It, Foſeph' remains-/1n 
Egypt like a' pearl 1n a- padde;.he. had . fet 
Cod.ar his right hand, and . would not .be 
moved, though: Satan knoek. oft at the door, 
thete. was none, within to- ahſ{wer , though 
the zron (25 the Plalmiſt faith-) entred into 
Foſephs ſoul yet ſin could mot 5 whea.: the: de- 
vil;eould [ngt; prevail againſt him, by; his 
hard bondage he:trys to do it-by a Dalilahs 
temptation! ;he {truck fire oft but it ;fell a- 
-mong: wet- tiider -;-Zoſeph was [cmper Jagm, 
when be was' wrongfully. caſt into. priſon, 
he. keeps his antegrity ſtill, and God owns 
ny, and gave him'tayour, and after when 
he was. adyanc't to honour, and madeenter 
mm &21t;:.he did not forget. his God , nor 
God. did not «forget him :all the hot gleams | 
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Upon 4 tree green all theminter,, 411 
of proſperity; nor all the bliftring ftorms 
of. adverſity could not fhake;down 'any of 
his fruit, or {tir any of his-leaves tit 18 tracy 
wicked men in -their proſperity-are ſaid to 


be ſpreading themſelves like a green bay-ree, but 


this denotes the proſperity! af; the body,:not 
of the ſoul ; theſe kavesat death will-drop 


25 well as others, and I and - * 


happineſs will draw -to-an end; andall their 
enjoyment will-be but as a-thin miſt before 
the|winde foon, ſcattered ;- b## mark the: upr 
ripbtis and behols the juſt, for. the end. of that 
»414 ts peaces; Pſal.37.37. 1 ſhall be ( ſanth-the 
Pſalmiſt, ) as; a green olive-tree in the | bauſe of 
(ods Pſal. 52.5-2when thoſe that truſt not-in 


the Lord, ſhall be deſtfoyed:; It was mat 


baniſhment that-could ſeparate Devid: from 


the ſtock in whigh-he wasphlanted, nor make. 


his[fruit to fall, .or his leaves to fade-; ut 
was mot aflicQion could-:miake him loſe: his 
integrity; ;nor a;kingdome.could make him 
forget his God- 5 The Martyrs:1n their gree- 
teſt ſufferings kent up: theiv-profeſſion green: 
and:flouryhing,; the deyth could notiget one 
teat: down with all his. mighty guſts and 
Borex# blaſts; thefire it ſe could not ſcorch 
nor wither ithem ;+ The apprehenſion. of 
fanper could-not. fhake. a leat from Dariel, 
ot: either of his-three aflociates ; they - held 
QUt.: A profcſlion before; the' King, and his 


the 


*%S. 


Nobles in. the fight ofthe. fiery furnace, and 
pTEaTflt E ; 


412 Upon tree green all the wintey.” 
the Lyons Der; it- was neither force: now 


traud; fear nor-favour; riches nor honouty, 
preferments - nor promotions, that*-conld 


make-them ftart afidefrom their God, by 
omitting any*known duty,” or committing 
any known finz-bur where rhere- is' no dap 
inithe root,” the branches' maſt [needs is 
ther ,- as we:-have had too fad experience in 
our days, : when? the moſt have- their: fruit 
blown down;'and their leaves-withered::'a 
cue Chritian-is: always the: fame, lay him 
where you pleaſe; as a peart\whether inthe 
cabinet, or in\the-dunghilh \vetains its vers 
tueftilt;,* fo. #"Chriſtian* whether! i or! the 
throne with:Dowid, of: the danght} wich 
Fvb,cin' the mity tungeon With ores, vin 
the ſtocks with Pau! and 5/4, yet are: ftill 
thefame ; profperity/ nor'!advertity; "friend 
nor foe, manner devil can ſeperate him 
from-<Chrift p:6h'my foul;'get: life: im Are 
Too0t,- and: thowwalt: hold out inthe wititer, 
fuck fap'frone Chriſt, For nothing elſe-3yill 


keep:rhee fromwirtherins; or <preſerve thy 


leavesfrom falling,” feed ' upon! that bread 
_ of life; and'th& water! of fife, and”: thin 

Jhattneverdye2 ub parments! then will he al- 
ways: white, upd thy head' want 'no opntnitar, 
cel..g. 8; neithet winde notweathercanhurt 


_ thee if thow be'inithis videg! bur if thou be 


noty:though thou make never fo glorivts 
iaifummer {hew ,21a- winter 4hon wilt - be 
"(2 ny | ſript 
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{tript of all - oh -my God; let my heart bo 


ſund.in thy Ratutes,, /er the rrot of the mat+ 


T rer be in me), take me off the ſtock of nature, 


and plant me-in.the. vine, Cliriſt, ſo ſhall-L 
never-Wither. | Figs 


Upon trees decay for want of ariſſing. 


88. Med.,C NBferving ſome trees that had 

"formerly been: fruittul , but 
now began to decline, I obſerved and ſearch. 
ed out, more narrowly what the cauſe was, 
and I perceived it was not age that did t , 
but I perceived it was want of good -hul- 
bandry. , they had been negleted and want- 
ed pruning, cleanſing, dunging, watering, , 
for they were peſtered with weeds , and 
moſs, and canker, and ſuckers ; and -other 
hurtful annoyances, which diverted the nou- 
riſhment which ſhould keve fed & cheriſhed 
them ;: and when T had obſerved: the: di- 
leaſe, I applyed the remedy accordingly 31 
caufed the ground to: be* rid, and the trees 


 pruncd and cleanſed, digged , dunged , and 


manured , and in proceſs of time the evenr 
anſwered my. expeQation , and the trees 
recovered. their priſtine beauty , and :g00d- 

veſ$:;; rhis accident. produced this following 
meditation : I thought an orchard. reſem- 
bled-the Churchof God, tor fo it 1s. called, 
&J; | Canticles, 


— # <0 Hao. Hes. ee 1 Ae ads} 6 
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Canticles, 4. 143. thy plants are as an orchard of 


pomegranats : by plants are meant the* ſeve! 
ral members 'of the Church , which +-here 
are compared to pomegranats, which; ae 
healthful and preſervative, yea, to -{pick- 
nard, and ſaffron, calamus, and cinnamon, 
and other.chief ſpices, coſtly and precious : 
now as it is in an orchard, fome are bar- 
ren, ſome fruitful, ſome bring good fruit, 
ſome: bad , according to. the nature of the 
tree, ſome are great trees, and'{ome {inall, 
{o it 1s in the viſible Church of God ; the 
members thereof are of all {orts and fizes, 
and bring forth ſeveral forts of fruits; lome 
bring forth only leaves, and ſome are dead, 
and bring forth neither leaf nor fruit, ſome 
their fruit is ſowr and unſavoury, ſome bit- 
ter, and ſome bring forth good fruit toper- 
tection according to- the nature cf the tree, 
thoſe tranſplanted uſually bring tor:h the 
beſt fruit 3 But as in an orchard it is. not 
enough that it be planted, and grafted, and 
that with the choiſeſt fruit, but continual 
care is to be had of' ordering, manuring , 
dunging, watering, and fencing ir, for the 
earth beingan own mother to briars, bram- 
bles, weeds, and thiſtles, but a ftep-mother 
to herbs and flowers, and fruit-bearing 
trees, ſhe will ſoon produce her own brats, 
and feed them with her breaſts, and ſtarve 
the other, if -not prevented ; 10 it is = 
TRG 


Upon trees decay for want of arefſing. Aa15 
of tte Church , Gods. plantation! wilt - never 
re: flthrive, if there are not labourers, vine-dreſ- 
krs ,_ to water and. manure them; the de- 
wil--will fend ſome of his briars and thorns 
tochoak them, and ſuck the f{ap. that ſhould 
nouriſh them ,' the world loves ber own, and 
hates thoſe that are Chriſts ; there nwſt be 
{ome Pauls:to- plant, and ſome 4pollo's to 
t, (water, ſome Miniſters to manure, fome- la- 
e fſbourers to: prune; or thoſe plants degene- 
|, Jrate and grow wilde or be choaked with 
e {weeds and baggage, and God hath ſent plen- 
;, {ty of thoſe, that nothing be wanting on his 
& part ; and oh how happy are thoſe people 
|, Jthat meet with labourers and not loyterers, 
e thoſe that have both will and skill 'to - do 
s Jzood, but God may complain of many, as 
- Phe:did- of old, 7 fent them not, yet they run ; 
. | ſpake not to them, yet they propheſy, Fer. 
> [23. 2. there are too many that are not git- 
- | ted nor qualified for the-place, too many that 
{ Jare idle and-will not work, loiterers rather 
4 


Te 


then labourers , and many that ,minde the 
wages,.inore- then.the work, -and-the fleece 
more then. the flock ; they. would have.the 
; | profit but be-at- neither pains nor -coft, but 
« | the vineyard wyl-never proſper under ſuch 
mens hands : many honourable titles are gt- 
ven foe the Miniftets, ;al- which denote' di- 
ligence: and! duty , as well as dignity, | they 
are .call'd watchaen, Exe. 3: 17, but many of 

FE tNEm 
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them-are- blinde, //a. r. 56. 10. 'or if they 
ſee theienemy coming they give no warn: 
ing to prepare : they are cal'd ſhepherds, but 
they feed themſelves, and not the flock ; 
they are caPd /jzhrs, but many of them walk 
in darkneſs, or hide their light under a 
buſhel, or in a dark lanthorn , or are but 
an ins fatww., that leads men out of the 
way , not.in it ; they are cad ſays , but 
{ome of them prove comers .or blazing-ſtars, 
threatning rTuine to The beltolders ; they are 
called the Salt of the eaxth-; yet many of 
them have. loſt their {ſavour ; and a deal 
of ſuch unſavoury ſalt we have ; they are 
cal'd 4zzels, but they reſemble evil angels 
in their converſations ; they are cal'd bald: 
_ ers, but what-they build with the one hand, 
they pluck-down with the other , nay, de- 
ftroy -what-others have built ; they are cal'd 
ffewards, but live as if they ſhould never 
give account of their ſtewardſhip ; they are 
caPd husbandmen, but neither care to plant 
norto ſow, to-water, nor to manure : they 
are cal'd vize-azeſſers, but take: little pains 
in the vineyard : in a word, they areca['d 


MNurſes, but prove dry nurſes, and ſuffer the | 


children to ſtarve for want of food ; many 
.of them heap one ſteeple upon another as 


it is fabled the giants did Ofſas upott Pelion, 


and think that way | to' ſcale heaven, but 
they will hardly aſcend with fuch a load 
Kees upon 


god; $afer- befotanntr” toni, kinks prand. li} he. $90” eo. we ems. oy V&: SG 2 = EM FRAOo £4 & :: 
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4i7 Upontrees decay for want of dreſſing, © 


upon: their . backs'; they- have the. greateſt 


charge in the world and many tdke leaſt 


care ; they will take the charge of hundreds; 
thar perhaps they never ſaw ; but ſuch lights 
as theſe often go out in a ſnuff ,-and Tuck 
ſtars. they-are, to whom is reſerved the black- 
neſs of darkneſs for ever, a deicription offuch 
Miniſters you have ay. 56. 10, 113 12. but 


Paul was not ſuch a ſhepherd , for three years 


ſpace he ceaſ2d not , day nor night, but in. pub- 


= 4 


like, and from houſe to hoſe he warned his hea- 


rers with tears, AF: 20.31: 2.Cor. 6.5: A. 


20.. 26. ahd happy are thoſe people - that . 
meet with ſuch vine'dreſſers , and fad- is, 
their conditioti that meet with lotterers, and 


not labourets: .Oh niy ſoul, deſpiſe not the 
miniſtry but honour chews for ther . works ſake, 
eſpecially thoſe that labour in the word and dos 
Frine, for thoſe are worthy of "double ho- 
nour ; and 1n thy plice and ſtation -minde 
the welfare of thy own ſoul; and thoſe a- 
bout-thee ; let not the' bloud of ſouls be 
laid at thy door, theſe Honourable titles. be- 
long to'labourers not loiterers ,. to. painfulf 


ar <6 tiot to dumb dogs : oh,my God , 
forgive all rhy fornier negles, and for the 
future rough I be. unprofitable let me not 


- 


> 
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©" "Opon promiſing trees after blaſted. 


89.Med. FN an early ſpring when there wag 
+ -Loreat likelihood of much fruit, 
when the trees were richly beautifyed with 
plenty of buds and bloſſoms, and there was 
» $reatexpeRation of a plentiful year of fruit, 
ba Fehold in a moent all our hopes were | | 
daſht, and the trees were ſuddenly blaſted h; 


with lightning, or an evil winde, and fo | © 
thoſe that even now were in the |heigth of hn 


their pride and glory; were now made 
barren, 'and the very leaves'as well as the | /* 
bloſſomes were ſcoretied, and by, this means | /* 
our hopes were, ſuddenly daſht ;. and the * 
trees rengdred unfruitful ; This ſudden yet di- | ** 
vine providence ſhews to us the power of 
Gad 1n difpoſing theſe outward:enjoyments, 
for .a5 he doth for his peoples ſin and abuſe 
of his.mercies, threaten, 70 take away his corn h 
zn the time thereof, and his wine in the ſeaſon 
thereof, and recover hys wooll and his flax, which A 
he had given her to cover her nakedntſs, Hoſe. 
249.-{40 hath he power to take away other 

fruits of the field, and to fuſtrate-the hopes | ® 
of the husbandman, for the power to give | * 
and to take away ' he hath reſerved in his | ** 
own hands, #4. 1. 19. This providence how 
dark fſoever it ſeemed, yeelded me ſome ak 
light, and taught m@+this- profitable lefſon, by 
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Upon promiſing trees after blaſted: 419 
notto put overmuch confidence.in any earthy 
ly enjoyment, how promiling. ſoever, nor 
to call any thing my own before I have it 
in.my. poſſeſſion, nor depend upon it too 
much. then, for there is an uncertainty, and 
a4 vanity writ upon all theſe outward things, 
they, are like. unto ZFoxah's gourd that grew 
up 10-4 night, and periſht 1n a _niglit, and 


| have a worm bred 1n them, that many times 


eats Qut their .yery hearts 5 when God blows 
upon any earthly, enjoyment, it oft vaniſh; 
cth away, and, comes to nothing ; Hzg.1.6, 
ye have ſown much and bring in little, ye eat but 
ye. have .not enough, ye drink but ye are not filled 
with arink, ye cloath you but you are not warm, aud 
he thaf earneth wages puts it into. a hag with holes, 
&e. .ue looked for much, and lo it came to little, 
and when ye brought it hope {did blow upon it, ec. 
and when he blows upon any earthly enjay- 
ment, it withers and comes to nothing ; olr 
how much would it conduce..to. our happis 
neſs to, {et alight, eſteem upan thole {0.trany 
ſitory, ſo fading enjoyments; and to reſign 
up. 9ur. wills to, Gods, will 10. all things, 
then ſhould we neyer be fruſtrated .in. our 
expeQations, or diſappointed ig our hopes, 
and what is beſt for us would ſurely come 


to. pals, but when we expect great Jatters 


and they fall ſhorg af our expettatiog, then 

We '4re apt to. be galt down, anfgoun hearts 

defpond; bur 3f we expett ligtle; we ſhalt. 
 H43 not. 
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h20 Upon promiſing trees after blaſted. 
riot be much troubled if it prove but little 4 
wilt thou ſet -thy heart (faith Solomon ) upon that 
which is not, riches take" therſelves wings and fly 
away, Pro. 23.5. they will never pay us' tor 
our pains; or Countervatl our coſt ; the fa- 
fhion of this world paſſeth away, and the glory 


thereof ; riches were never true to thoſe that'- 


truſted inthem, earthly enjoyments ofttimes 
prove as tranſitory, as a haſty headlong tor- 


rent, they paſs away as ſwift as a ſhip, a 


bird, an arrow; a poſt that paſſeth by, a 
weavers {huttle, of if you can name any 
thing ſ{wifter in pace, or quicker in mott- 
ons ; The ſame day for ought we 'know 
found. Fob the richeſt matt in all the Eatt, 
and left him poor, even to a proverb , as 
poor as Job, Pſal. 37; 35: 1 have ſeen the 
wicked in great power, ſpreading himſelf like a 
green bay-tree,” yet he paſt away, and lo he was 
wot ; 7 fought him, but I could not finde him : 


our age doth aford'a thouſand exartiples of 


this nature, thouſands in- Zre/and, many in 
England, have been rich ore night, andſript 
of all ere morning ; yea, in Zelerdit 15 ima- 
gined two hundred thouſand ſuddenly loſt 
their hives, with their eftates, 'and were cru- 
elly butchered by the bloud-thirſty Papiſts: 
how-oft may we ſee in our times; great fa- 
milies rooted: out; ' God' blows upon" then, 
blaſts*+them , and they wither, and” their 
great eftates dwindle into-nothing, and _ 

y 


as wo. wn nts wroas IwIin 9%. . cc a... fu ad we ad a Yb * od Than ond fron An, ue 


while, till both be buried, in-hell for. ever ; 
Many in. our. times alſo that\baye had ſeem- 
20g grace, .and hke the glow-worm made a 
great ſhey in a dark night, yet have had 
their, light. extinguiſhed, and they hayepro- 
yed bur like ratten ſhining wood ; many 
m0, TE Ros 
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= Hi Mobi trees aftes blaſted. 
that have had lamps in their hands have 
hid them blown out for hk of op1; "Math 
_ ſeemed like corn freſh; and fourdhin 
tit proved like, that 'on the ftony grovyic 
or on the houſe'top, 'never came to materi 
ty; when the” winde' turns they ſo00h' kitk 
up their profeſſion, and "feal away ifrom 
their _— ; or' when the ſlin 'of GEvſepm. 
1 p, wither : 'oh my-ſoul , projniſe 
not thy 4elt great things 1h | the world,” net 
ther content thy "ſelf with flnall this ' for 
eternity; be as Rrious' for place, 2s *others 
are for pold” ant make'as ſure for heaven, 
a$ others dv fot the world, ; if thoti, wilt 
laft, ler it be' tis x better © (6H;” they" maiſt 
ho expetta better encteaſe , neither Wiide, 
nor ſun; , froft;” nor foow:; thunder hot 
lightoing, g, caſt Blaſt .or_nip thoſe flowers of 
paradice : Lord, take off ny affetion from 
the Fre and ah them Hed Chriſt; _ 
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neither far down' firtto reckoh the 'chay- 


Hoy lexves falling in Antimm.” 4:5 
to-pat.o:their -winter-coat, methoupht this 
refembled: much our' mortality,” when' the 
aututhn-vf age comes upon us, theſe bodies 
of oars'liKe leaves fall: of themfelves' tits 
deaths lap, but ſeldont' do they tans 6n- ſo 
long, ſome- caſual accident or other oft bears 
them dbwn before -rhey ' wither; *ofttimes 
ſome common'calamiry, as- the Tword*', or * 
peſtilence, -or other cont4gtous” difcalt; like 
a violexit/ terhpeſt ,- doth + bear all” down 
before it *: two htindred thouſand -rogether 
in-/relarnd, and very many #t England, Jeath 
mowed down''in: a few! days ; where” they 
fell as Teaves before' the inde 3 or 73S Eorn 
before the" reapers hob 7s -ote8';;' that 
in one years ſpace, « Hiindfed th6uTind: fall 
in our chief city, blown''fowh'by (e' blaſt 
of death; and thus in'all the worl@throughs 
out, meh are ſweptaway; 3s with a" weep 
ing ſtorm, fomefew arepathete In'in 4 good 
old age, 'bat-the moſt of (men blowfi down 
while they "are yet "green 2 the falling of 
theſe. leaves did alfo Teem'fto metro" refern- 
ble the apoftacy\, and downfall vf hypo- 
ctites, the houſe of whoſe profeſſion, i5/built 
upon the find; and eittiier ret the wide 
ahd waves ;- this is'a fooliſh burfder that 


424 
eat, and overthrow his buildings. :- they: 


hearty he 


Upou leaves falling in Autumn: 


follow Chrift as a dog follows his. maſter, 


ti:1\ he meets with carion, and, then. turns. 


him up : as Orphah made a fair proffer of 
going along with Nag, but better confide- 
Ting,” Teturned back: It is noted ofthe 
cheſant, if 1t be not broken at the top-when: 


| ealt into the fire, itleaps out! again, ſo doth 


a hypocrite when he comes to be tried, he. 
1s like a falſe jade in a teem, which being 
put to a ſtreſs, turns tail and tramples, bur: 
the godly hold on and-perſiſt :.In the {ſum- 
mer. when the ſun of the goſpel ſhines up- 
on. them, they hold. on. , and. -look freſh 
and iragrant, and ſeem-to be not.only mem- 
bers,” but. pillers of the;Church, as the Apo-: 
{tleshad. a.,good opinion. of F445: {o. that 
they. rather miſtryſted themſelves then him, 


and.cryed out , Maſter, is it 7 ;lo.rrue be- 
- -Hevers. rather miftruſt themſelves then thoſe 


forward  profeſſors,- yet in perfecuting times 


theſe fall as leaves. before the- .winde , and; . 


v 


. wither as the corn on the ſtony ground, or 


that. which grows; upon the .hpſe:top; and: 


_ diſcover a fruitleſs: bulk , and ' withering: 


root: ;. the ſtony ground received; the word 
with ED and endured. for a while, byt- when 


the tyn' was up, they were quickly. offended :. 


Pres may" bear the. word gladly, and endure. 
7.2 time , but being. not ſound at the: 
fals' off 1a bragch in'a' moiſt 
t: Eh. w. 4 44 by .} place 
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Upon leaves falling in Autumn. 425: 
lace though it have no root, 'may -for/ a 
rhile.-bud and:leave, but when heat:comes 
711] certainly wither, and the leaves fall-:. 
yhen Chriſtianity 1s 4n credit, -many will 
ry Hoſanah to the fun of David, and when 
$1 contempt they will cry, va_ a hypo-- 
rite-, will be catching ar comforts as chil-. 
iren db at {weet-meats, ere they are ſound-: 
ly humbled, and: are. ſtuffing themfelves: 
pllows with the promiſes, that they 'may 
in more ſecurely :.when the Zews' were in 
favour, many turnFews for fear of the Fews. 
and' when in danger, :their ſeeming friends: 
prove:their {oreſt enemies, they care profef* 
Jors upon, deſigne, and they : wilt be Teli- 
glous/whule religion -ſuits their intereſt, and 
promotes their advantage, but when it hin: 
ders them; they lay 1t afide;:-as : the” work-! 
man:.doth: the taol' he needs: :nat, op wall 
not::ſerve his turn, and' takes: anorher: ;:-x43 
profaneſs, yea perſecution ſerves his dciign 7 
better; h& will make, uſe of-that ;.if a:tew: 
prayers, :07 outſide: duties, which are like 
to coſt thema..little, ' they are .content to, got 
to heaven this way, but 1f it -come to fuk: 
terings-or forſaking' any thing'for Chritt, : 
vadet: Chriſtin cum. ſue. Evangetio,, let; Chriſt: 
20 with: his: goſpel, and keep his heaven: ta 
| himſelf for he will have: none. of-it ;- they: 
will notbuy heave at: ſo deara; rate. : 'The 
Goſpel hath many ſwallow-frieads , wer | 
oe: - * | WIL 
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will be gone at the approach of winter: 


when the'.corn.is gone," the: rats. leave the 
barn, and when no fecular advantage. 'is 
in. ſight, but rather ſtorms appearing, many 
profeflors: will/be. no longer. religious, - but 
Chriſt tells: us;. he that loverh father or mother, 
ſon. or daughter more then him,” is not wonthy of 
him, Mat.:10.''27. becauſe: he: holdetty any 
ane worthy gf: more love then Chrift:: God 


will-:ſet. no lower a rate-on this ſon and/glo- | 


Ty, the that will have! this peart muſt: part 
with all, Za; 1.3. 44-45,and he that. doth 
ſoy. makes:a: good: bargain; .we:cannot buy 
tlits gold: too dear;- or-give..tod nach for 
heaven-and happineſs :4; ke: that ' thinks -to 
gralp and? bots both heaven and- earth in 
the lameihind; and lodge: them-in the fame 
Heart, may; as:well imagine he: can- recon- 
cile-fire and water-; and: hide. them--toge- 
ther: inthe dame boſome 5:when: two” men; 
walk together; we know not whoſg fervant 
it-is:that:folows them, bur :when they part 
the ſervant owns. his own: Maſter: oh- my 
ſoul, take heed of diſſembling:with God, that 


_ cloſe with ithee: 5 build upon! the rock! i; 16 


ſhalt. not-thou-be. ſhaken, *and-though-at 
_ deaththy body fall like:a. leaf, yet thy i root 
ſhall:remain oh my God, let me not deceive: 
my ſelf, ler: meilay a good Lountlation,':then 


Hpom 


Upon 4 fruit-tree pelted with ſtones. 


ARE LT I beheld a fruit-bearing- 
TEES : V-tree; that was richly laden 
with the 'choiſeſt fruit, and perceiving that 
this tree above all the reft:was preyed-apon 
by the paſſengers, for almoſt every one had 
2 ſtick or ſtone, a ſtaff, or take, to throw at 
1t, when thoſe trees that were barzen ,*: and 
worthleſs, or i brought-:forth fruit ſowr or 
pnfavory, were let alone, 'and none molefted 
them, when -their- better "neighbours were 
rent and tornin pieces, for'therr-fruit ſake; 
this Obſervation made mie think theſe fruit- 
bearing trees did much” reſemble''a- fruit- 
bearirig Chriſtian, for none in/the world 
are morse-liable to ſuffefines then -they are, 
and. that for'itheir friits fake - the! more 
teal fruit they- bring+forth,' and the - more - 
ſavoury fruit\they - bear, the more danger 
they arein, #nd the more-blows they: bear, 
both from handand tongne when others that 
are Chriſtians, graceleſs, fruitleſs, and worth- 
leſs, eſcape fcot-free, and-not one: moleſteth 
them': m#ny'#'ofie that deads' a lewd vici- 
ous and debaucht-lifez-who makes a 'trade 
of in, and*{lives in the eonftant breach both 
of divine and humane!hws, yet eſcapes all 
Courts of Judicatures- eivit-and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal; and all other moleftstions,- and. perſe- 
TS ET Ts 


$28 - Upon a fruit tree pelted with ſtones. 
cutions, when an holy humble Chriſtian is 


oft entavgled in'the briars;. amd fleeced by | 


thoſe to whom he flys for {uccour , yer 
here lyes the difference between a fruitful 


Chriſtian, and: a fruitful tree'\, the tree is þ 


beaten: :for_the fruits ſake, but its for love 
ta it,'and fo 1s-robbed and pilled and bea- 
ten like a man that-fals among thieves, and 
3s ſtript of his ſfubſtznce , the. other 4s bea- 
ten allo-for the, truit fake, but it; 4s 1n- op- 


| poſition to it, andhatred of it : in the one | 


the paſſenger delires-:to. enjoy Jt, in. the ,0o- 
thertyv beat it down: :., The | beſt of men-have 
met: with the greateſt oppoſition: ,. and -the 
more emineir. Chriſtians have-uſually the 
more eminent 'oppoſeps ; the deyi} wall not 
ſuffer them to be. quiet ,: Feronigh which 
was a-great prophet, and lived. an, upright 
and:; unblamable life.” wasinot free,. Fer. 
20.7. {'amin derifior daily ,' epery one mpck- 
eth mt, 1 neither iQ ſaith he-),/epd upon uſury 
xeitber; dv; neen led. to: me upopr uſu), yet ever 
79 one: <trſeth me, Fer. 1'5.10-and It Was 
Bot. only;: tongue-perxſecution but; that-of 
the;hand-alſÞ whichche ſuffered; he-was caſt 
into 4: Miry; dungeons put ,igto,;the {tocks, 
Hated by the Princes, 'and-;;all./his.,crime 
was, he ſpake the word of the ;Lgrd, what 
he hadgiven him-jn- charge ito. ſpeak '; ut 
was for his fruits :{(ake, that he, was, thus bear 
z£9 +; The: like we re2de of Davialmen igtr 

9174" ter 


Upon  fruit-tree pelted with ftonts.* © qag 
ter Gods' own* heart, he had more fruit thent 
others and therefore had-moreft6hes* thrown 
at him for: h1s fruit ſake;*Pſal. 69.*18! they 
that fit in the gate ſpeak igainſt me; and Tivas 


|: [org to the drankards,  PJal.'35. 15: in mine 


zaverſity they rejoyced, they gathered themſelves. 
together ,” yea, the abjetts gathered themſelves 
zogether againſt me, and 7 kiew it not, they' did 
tear me and ceaſed not ,- with hypocritical mock- 
ers in feaſts, they - gnaſhed upon me with their 


rezth : he met with hand perſecution atfo ; 


for Sul fought his life, and hunted. him 4s 4 
partrich upon the mountains : Holy Fob the 
beſt man living in his age, by Gods own 
teſtimony, yer he was not free, he was ac-« 
cuſed by the devil, robbed by the Chaldeans 
and Szbeaps”, forſaken' by his friends, dif- 
dained by his enemies, -tempted by his wife, 
and ſcorned: by the abjets, Zob. 3o. 1. bat 
now they that are younger then 1, have me. in 
derifion, whoſe fathers 7- would have diſaained 
to have ſet with the 'dogs of my flock,” ver. 9. 
yet now I am-their ſons; yea, 1 am their by- 
word, they abbor me, ,' they flee from me, aud 
ſpare not -t0-- ſpit -in my face; &c: Flijah, Elifha, 
Amos do not «eſcape, Foſephz Daniel,”and his 
fellows are hated for their fruit ; yeaz' all 
the Prophets':- The Apoſtles:alſo were made 
#g2zing ſtock; and- ſuffered both reproaches, 
and. afiition', Heb. 15; $3;-and thoſe Wors 
thys of whom the world was 'not __ 
Rios eba 
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courgings, bonds apa ti T1{Onnments, they were 
An, favs afunder, _— &- and it:was 
for- fruit that Srephen had-ſtones .caft up- 
on- him; bet ty Opie # not above his Ma- 
fer : Chriſt himſelf though ever max ſpake 
bke him, and never-man did ſuch works as 
he, did, yet never man did . more unjuftl 
ſuffer then he , never man ſo abuſed wit 
hand and tongue,-even to the" taking away 
his precious lite ; he was hated by the world, 
and ſo ſhall all that bear his image ': As bats 
fly. from the light, ſo the blinde world can- 
not <ndure this ſun- of righteouſneſs ; as it 
is Jaid of ſome barbarous Nations under the 
Meridian ,: they curſe the ſun whea : it ari- 
ſeth for ſcorching .them, ſo wicked men 
cann2t abide to have the ſun ſhine too full 
intheir faces, light is come into the world, but 
men love dirkuh, becauſe their works are evil ; 
and though they agree nat among themlſclves, 
yet all join together agaiaſt the power. of 
godlineſs' , like Herod and Pate againſt 


Chriſt : though dogs worry one another , 


yetall ſet againſt the trembling haze, though 
Ephraim 'be againſt Manaſſeth; .and-, Manaſſeth 
againſt Ephraim, yes bath axe againſt. Fudah : 
oh my. foul, if thou bear any good fruit, 
expett ſome ſtick ,of ſtone, ts be thrown 
at thee, and if thou meet with-none, expe 
there is [little fruit xo be feen or'fonnd, 7 
enar 


Heb. 11.35; &Cc: they had cruel, mockings and 


Upon afruittree pelted with ſtones." 43i 

that it is. not good: nor ſavoury, ; if thay 
doſt ſuffer for well-doing rejoice that thou 
art accounted worthy, and conſider all thoy 
canſt ſufer for Chriſt, is but, a . chip |gr 
ſplinter of that croſs which he: bore for thes; 


Band leave not heavens: road. for a ſcoff. of 


ſcorn , leſt in hell the devil deride thee for 
thy folly ; is thy good name- more prect- 
ous then his ? he: was reprocht for. thee 
and hethat will not ſuffer a mock for. Chriſt 
will hardly ſuffer death ; thoſe that are-a- - 
ſhamed of him here, he will, nat, own here- 
after ; oh my. God, let me never. leave the - 
way for fear of. the crofs, let me-not think 
my bloud too: good. to ſhed for Chrift , that 
thought not his:t00. good to {ſhed for me... 


—_ " ST HO 


| pou fruit left on the trees after ſhaking. 


come , when the 'trees .WETEC ſhak 


ther fruit ſtill remaining on the trees,., which 


commuanly the ſoundeſt, ang. moſt gurable,: 
iThis. brought #9, 
WITT 


my.' migde 6 command 


43% Upon fruit left op the trees after ſhaking, 
bf God in the time of the law, Zev. 19. 9g; 
10.4nd 23.22; Dent. 24: 9: &c. where God 
commands the Zews; when they reaped their 
. Helds, to leave fortie of the corners thereof 
_ Nanditig , arid not to gather up the glean- 
ings; but to leave them for the poor, and 
whe they ſhak't their olives , and other 
frait'trees, to leave ſome' cluſters remain- 
wg, and not to gather the fruit in clean ; 
thar-ſo- it might be for the poor rid needy 
of the lajid, and for the ſtranger for meat : 
'we fee how'the chief Landlord , the great 


husbandman, the Lord of the vineyard the] 


<hief proprietor, how he lets out his farms, 
and what eonditions. he puts into his leaſes, 
and how he takes care of the poor that 
they ſhould. be fed, for they alſoare a part 
of bis family, and at his finding, and he 
hath» #ppointed: where they .jhall have their 
meat; and hath commanded his ſtewards to 
pive it them in due ſeaſon : -he would have 
Be fall cups of the rich- to overflow into 
therr empty diſhes, and thoſe that dine the 
poor entertain Chriſt himſelf, at their ta- 
| ble 'as T gueſt :'T obſerved alſo how. little 

this command of Gotl was: obſerved - by 

Hard-hearted mari, iri our days, how: little 

they reſpe& his will, and how few: make 

-good this condition in the graiit they have 

of all they enjoy, and how juſt it is there- 
fore for-God-to recal his eſtate into NES 
| ndsz 
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Upon {rut Teft 04 the trees 1 frev ſhaking 4 3 3 
hands,\.and to take the forfeiture for'though 


9z | Hen 
od xe receive-all from God, and that with this 


cir} proviſo, and upon this: condition, «that the | 
eof | poor ſhall 'havye their part, and their ; ſhare | | 
n-| out. of 1t,i:yet. he that gives all; and requires | 
nd but a' little, cannot! have it, yea 5. though 
rf] he would borrow a little;of his [{ownz/he 
in-Þ is- ofttimesdenyed it :;..though he promiſes 
1 ,| to repay-:itz; yetz to:repay, it an hundred- 
dy fold,.:yet eannot;be:- heard . 1 where-:a man 
tf upon hisbare:word: can! bornaw-terpounds, 
at God cannot borrow : ten;-pence, yea, /of that 
hel. which is þis;own,; though. never man! made 
ns, | larger promiſes, and never:man more: faith- 
es, | fully fulfilled: thera 5 he hath rold them, he 
at} that piveth 20: the pooig ſbell-not lack,” Pro. 28: 
ut} 27. it he;that hides his: eyes ſhall have many 
he] « curſe ;':curſes both from God, and man; 
rf yet few believe this is the way. to Bt wealth, 
to] :they will hardly take. Gods word-tor-a groat, 
ve | they willuſe their wit to-ſave:their, money, 
to] but. will not: uſe; their. eyes, 'to: afteA their 
he | - hearts 3 God ſhews them.many. an! altar, but 
2-1 they have nofacrifice ready, but he #bat ſhuts 
tle] hiscars at #hepoori maens\cry gi (hall cry wenſelf and 
by | z0t-be beardg:iPro. 21: 13: this was lfulfFd in 
- Pharaoh; \Haeman: and anne  gtutton 5 TS 
e] 290t- getting but- giving 1s. the::try&: ;wayto 
ve whdlh.. " fkewolina ars. omit queſtuofiſfim 
&| 5: ( faith; Ghrxſoftormtalms: is the mmoſt;gain- 
tul. arts: #21 fold have judgment without "rep 
6*t E e | that 
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| 


that will fhew no mercy, Fam. 2.135 be that hath 
pitty on the voor lendeth to the Ford , and he 


will repay him, -Pro.- 19. 17. God accepts it - 


both as a gift and a love, nay, fererator Do- 


win, God takes it upon uſury, and gives ſe- 


curity for 'it under his hand, but'thoſe that 


' now: will not take Gods word , it 1s not 


lonp:'but God will not take theirs”: but re- 
quire up his talents,:and alſo an-account of 
their ſtewardſhip, and give-away their ta- 


| lentstoithoſe that: will better -improve them, 


and give them- a- reward with the unprofi- 
table ſervant, Hari35% 28, 30.yea, ſentence 
them to-everlaſting fire, together with rhe. de- 
vil anda his angels ;- tor not feeding, cloathing, 
viſiting: his hungry, -naked, poor members, 
Aat. 25:41. &c. and ſuch worthleſs, uſe- 
leſs, ſapteſs men, are not more miſſed ( as 
one-faith-;) when they: are gone- then the 
paring -of the nails, as they live undeſired 
{0 they: die unlamented ; but at judgement 
their ſentence. breaths out nothing but fire, 
and brimſftone , ſtings and horrors F woes 


_ and torments without end, or-paſt-imagina- 


tion, here the worn;of grief gnaws'as pain- 


Fully as-the fire: burns ; now they are {and- 


blinde;-and cannot ſee Chrift in his mem- 


bers, but*then when too late, their eyes will 


be opened, to ſee their folly :-The conſide- 
ration alſo. of this" little quantity of fruit 
left upon the trees, afterthe ſhaking, made 
*>” XR | me 
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Upon fruit left on tht trees after ſhaking. 435 
me think this r-ſerfÞ®led the godly , that 
ſtand faſt, and remain firm after all the 
ſhakings that they meet with , when, o- 
thers ol bitten by a'Hiaton , or toffed by 
perſccution fall as leaves before the winde 
112 autumn -: many are the profeſſors. in a 
ſun-ſhine day, but few can abide in a ſtorm, 
though Tſract be as the ſand of the ſea for mul- 
titnde, yet but a remnant ſhall be ſaved, Rom; 
9. 27. all are not Tſrael that are of {ſrazl; theſe 
are compared ro the gleaning of the grapes 
after the vintage, ſay. 17. 6. here and there 
oae; few.in compariſon : of to the ſhaking 


of the olive tree; where two - or three berries 


are left in the top of the utmoſt boughs, and four 
or fre in the utmoſt branth, one of a tribe, and 
two of 4 family, Fer. 13. 14. many ſhakings 
we have already had , and much unripe 
fruit is fallen , and when ſtronger windes 
ariſe we may imagine much more will down, 
but in rhe laft ſhaking when Chrift ſhall 
come like refiners fire and fullers ſoap, Mal. 
3. 3. all that i5-rottert at heart will be dif- 
covered, then the' ſinners in Lion fhall be a-_ 
raid, fearfulneſs ſhall Jooprige the hearts of. 
the hypotrites ; ol ry foul , take heed 'of 
being blown down, nay, take heed of being 
Totten; for then down thou wilt, ;t' 15 bet- 
ter be alone then in ſuch a company, and 
better go to heayen- alone, then to. hel 
witft company ; to'ſtand againſt the ftornit - 
Ee2z2 '  theq 


4.36. Uponfruit left on the trees after ſhaking. 
then to. be blown dow with the winde ; 
1mprove thy talents to Gods glory, and he 
will never Jet thee fall : oh my God,, ler 
no: ſun of perſecution. wither me, nor no 
boiſterous ſtorm bear me down. 


2. 


Upon the many enemies fruit-trees have. 


93. Med, V T7 Hen I conſidered how many 
Da enemies fruit-bearing trees 
met .withall, and the. incumbrances that 
ofttimes hindred, and ſpoiled their fruit, I 
wondred that any . brought forth fruit to 
maturity, for ſometimes they are planted in 
a bad. foil, and then no wonder if they prol- 
er. not, ſometimes in too dry a place, and 
how then ſhould they proſper ? fomerimes 
i1n too wet, and then are poifoned, and ren- 
dred barren ; ſometimes too high, and ſome- 
times too. low, and both extremes are of- 
fenſive;. ſometimes in too fat a . place, and 


then they grow too, luxuriant .; often too. 


lean and. barren, whea the carth cannot help 
them tobring forth their burthen,. or yeild 


them ſap ; ſometimes for want of good hul- 
bandry, they are troubled and peltered with, 
locker, fiat draw the. ſap to chemſelves ,. 


and. rob, the. tree, and run up. into. aſpiring 


"branches, which, overtop and ; overſhade. 


their fellows, and the whole. tree by this 
2917s 16 a IF _- means 
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Upon the many'enemies frutt-trees have, 'a37 
means is rendred unfguitful : ſometimes for 
want of fence the bark is piFd off by the 
beaſts of the field, hares, rabbets, and other 
vermine, which rends''the' bark from: the 
the body,” and endanger, yez,ſometimes'pro- 
cure the death,” not only ' of the fruir, but 
the tree alſd : and ſometimes chey are bark- 
bound, which hinders their -growth and 
thriving : ſometimes they are peſtered 'with 
_ 5, canker andother obſtructions, to their 
10 fittle' dammages 5 and-'fometinies rii6- 


Teſted by worms, moles; mice”, - ants;* 'and 


fiich like, whereby they' ate iijaredi: Cornie- 
tirnes. the winter proves, unſeaſonable, "and 
the. ſpring unfavourable, that-"they” never 
bloom , and ſometimes when they are blo{ 


fſonitd',' and*give- good” grotutid gf hopes; 


yetin a moment, all our-hopes' are daſht, 
and they are -ſudenly nipt *with the” froſt, 
or blaſted with lightning,'6r the Eaſt-winds; 
ſometimes they are. rendred unfruittul--by 
overmuch drought, andfometimes* by too 
much 'wet ;" for -both may be injurious-both - 
tothe tree'and' to: the: fruit Canhd too'much 
wet alſo is 6ffetifive, and renders "the' fruit 
the worſe: if they paſs theſe 'dangers;' and 
are loaden' with fruit, much offit 15' oft'con- 
fimed by waſps;' hornets, and'bther inſeAXs, 
yea;/ ſometimes not (only the fruit, but alfo 
the Teaves are'eaten by Tociifts; caterpillars, 


and fuch' like flys, and many" times with 


EE3 Worms; 


—— 


4338 Uponithe many enemies fruit-trees have. 
werms : ſometimes for want of fence, they 

are undermined by ſwine, of broken, brut1- 
ſed or fed upon by other cattle, and often- 

times the unripe fruit is born. down - by. a 

mighty ruſhing winde , and all our hopes 

thus ſudenly daſht which 1s no unuſual ac- 

cident : as it is {aid, Rev. 6. 13. and the 

ſtars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig- 
tree caſteth her - untimely figs, mhew ſhe u« ſha- 
ken by a mighty winde ; that is , violently 

and forcibly, and if they eſcape all theſe 
accidents, many prove barren, and: many 

bring forth fruit that is {owr, bitter , or 

unſavoury, and very little fruit that is good 
appears, and if it do, all the danger 15 not 
over, many a blow they endure; and many 
a ſtaff, d many a ſtane.1s, caſt at them, to 
unload, unburthen, and deprive them. of 
their fruit ; and there 15 ſcarce a paſſenger 
but hath fomerhing or other, to. _ at 
them, and few go away empty-banded from 
them ; and no wonder then the owners. part 
is littleand a, fmall pittance comes to be.ga- 
thered, in :| Thy conſideration, ofthis, made 
me to-compare- poor man to;:theſe trees. of 
the beld, and to conſider. what is the. rea; 
Jon fa few. bring forth frait: to PaFuriEE : 
IOre 

E's 


many-an obſtmattion they: meet with be 
the time of fruit comes , which hinder 


* / 


the moſt of men from fruQifying, ; many 
are planted in: the dry defart heath , where 


Bs a. AS oe een. . 3.0 toon te At wind. bo ra Ao... two we  twas tai ta 5 ! am 4 6. 
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' Uponthe many enemies fruit-trees have. 4.39 
they ſee not when good cometh, and. that: never 
heard of a ſaviour, come into the,, world, 
- | or ever enjoyed one ſoul ſearching ſermon; 
and. theſe are not like to hijag forch, good 
fruit ; they are like.,to be..barren,., ox. the! 
- | fruit to: be wilde, yea many of thoſe. that 
* {| live within the pale of the Church. are. not 
- | much better, it is true, the ſed is. lawn a- 
{| mongſt them. but much of it falls by te w4j- 
' | fide, and the fouls of the air. pick 5 Po e des 
> | vil fteals it ourot. theig hearts. ; this.is;that 
" | troubler, of . /ſ7ae/, that ,maſter = mylrule, 
" | he is one at» Church , whoever is the;other, 
| | be hath made a foot-path , over. thei heary, 
| that che, word, takes:no more 'impaetinon 
hen rain upon. rock ;.thele ' my{h; needs 
be barren,, yea, lame of its, fals amang./tones, 
where it hath no root,, which, though 'rg 
ceived. with. zoy, and it ſprings up: ſudealy, 
yet wanting root, mult, ;needs wither ,. zbe 
root of the matter is not 'in;them, F0b. 19. 28. 
and ſome falls among thorns, and is. chouked .; 
theſe faith Chriſt ) are the cares of the warld, 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches ; and x45 much 
ado to handle thoſe thorgs,.and., got;i prick = 
their fingers, and but alittle: fats in goodgrownd, 
and that undergoes a thouſand dangers ere 
it. come to, maturity z- many are the, bbſtry- 
Qtions a Chriſtian - meets. with, and many 
pul-backs the gracious: ſoul: hath; - and:; the 
good ſeed ſown hath many enenlies; ſome- 
| _ 7s - times 
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rity” 4nd-ſometimes' fie with the froft of 
adverfi ity”; the devils temptations;/ and the 


w6rlds" Wurements: oft fp&6:F the fruit": 
| lorfictiesit withers for want-of tt c dew-of 


heaven to refreſh#i{t', ſometimes It 1s- over- ' 


wheſthed-with' the flouds' of aMition ; A 
thouſand; and. ten ouſand are" the Ia. 
gers | this ſeed of "grace 'dath uridefgo before 


It comes'"to" maturity .;: many” trees in. "the 
orchard 4re not" nplanted} et ingrafted 


are; and the little” frait” that F 
Nt rth'to 'tnaturity, will have man 
ter and manly a"ffone ca at'it;* oh mM 
Hhaft"thou'any caft "At thes,! any 
| een "aſt 'upoti | Vee, art « Fog y* perſecu- 
ted andcHated for .dottig th oe . 
not3Pit iS'a ene't fl is Rd ruit: the 
cravelles"ſeldome'thi xs at the*barren tree, 
and the" "devil" "Tefdonite © throws _—_ L 
nod BAY haſt thor oberg. **nemi 65," © 
hinfelPhed not a ſive. -pri nly ph 
Xara nin ; holils las God; Vine hey 
| = yi have n$" flu {| bxthott again” thee, .b 
For poi Rg-Gol7! id let then throky '3 
Ps ris fo RAE God, afid 


wil 


-doibtlefhe wi wall thee in: ;and ] detend 1 thee: 


'Offiy God, niiiie eneiries afemany and. Bb 
xTih, pbaerfaland walie is beithob my defen- 
-dery ane:ileemy feat be pleafanit't tothy taſte, 
andfſwect to thy ail? [LS por 


into' "hy and'thany/enem ies thofe meet 
bt 


WV 
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© Vpor a fair pple yotten at the core. 


3 & : 


94- Met: 3 Fic.” notice of * beanrifu ap- 
ple,. glorious to the eye, having 
a Sdalifing aſpett,” a ſmooshskin anda fair 
outfide, yet when it was cut, it proved de- 
ceitful, rotten at the heart, and corrupted 
within , and little good bur a painted skin, 
and the corruption within wou{d ſoon, have 
brake forth and cotrupted the outſide alld ; 
this apple ſo deceitful, lively repreſented! to 
my thoughts an 'hypocxite, whoin outward 
carriage and demeanour , and  Fortaalities; , 
makes a fair ſhews; and in the external 
formance of duties tepreſentsa'true Chriſti! 
an when the heart, is rotten, and the vitals 
of Ret Sioh ate © Abe , and there is no- 
thing” oh a ſheeps$kin raw over a _ 
body ; nothing plaſter and” wo pans f 
ofttimes {o be done,'that Tat-it is hart 
to diſcover, it rf Aeris tix the exter- 
nal. Patts of Robe "many tires he out 


Hrifh. many fr Fo 4 Chiriftians, and as his 


part ©' cuoningh = many” times he” 1s 
taken for the" min” he r epreſents : he: oft 
makey*a fair ſhew ty" the ET and holds 
out amore fairer, Profeſſion 1n (the fight of 
the fun, then the Sainfs themſelves; for they 


| may "afford to pay *more for the colour, for 


the cloath coſts them nothing; What others 
| beſtow 


Coon tegeeteg—enes 


442 Upona fair apple rotten at the core. 

beſtow in the lining, they lay it out on the 
outſide 3, like an. old withered baud, . rotten 
within, agd painted without 3 but [the rot- 
tennels that: lies at the heart, many.-times 
breaks out, and rots, the life and converſati- 
an; alſo ; for corruption within will break 
out: : our Saviyur Chriſt did lively repre- 
{ent theſe; men by parted: ſepulchers, and whi- 
ted tombs, glorious to theeye, but within full 
of filthinets,, ang, putrefaQion, Mar. 23.27. 
wo wnto you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites, for 
you. are like unto whited Sepulchres, that appear 
| Soros to the eye, but within ave full of dead mens 
bones and all uncleaneſs ; To do ye .1n the eye 
of the ,warld . appear righteous yato men, 
but within.ye are full of hypoeriſy. and ini- 
quity : fairprofeſſors. but foul finners.;;rhere 
are many. with Pate will waſh their -hands, 


but few will yaib their hearts, Mate 27.24. 


this.alſo the; Phariſees did, but this 1s too 
weak an element to waſh off guilt , which 
is.not purged but by the, blood of Chriſt, 
or the - of hell ; bur God and nature be- 
in at the heart, and. -ſo..muſt a Chriſtian 
. that would be cleanſed; Oferuſalem, Feruſa- 
lem, waſh thy heart from. wickedneſs, how lou 
ball vain thoughts lodge in thee ? Fer 4.14, cerf 
your hands , ye pnaers,: and purify your hearts , 
"36 double minded, Fam. 4.8, both: heart and 
life muſt be reformed, but reformation ſhould 
begin at the heart, or it will never ri ngly 
; | ealon 


- "ge 
. 
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Upon a fair apple rotten at the core... 443 
ſeaſon the life ; the moſt men begin . refox- 
mation at the wrong end, they lop off ſome 
of the bigger branches of fin, and it is well 
they do ſo,. many go not. ſo far, when the'. 
root remains firm and untouched : and hence 
it is it quickly ſprings again, at the next gale 
of opportunity or warm gleam. of temptat1- 
on ; they are ſeeking to clenſe the. ſtream 
when the fountain that feeds it 1s corrupt, 
they would. make. the fruit good when the _ 
tree is _ bad, but this is but. labour loft, the 
way, is firſt to-clenſe the fountain, and then 
the ſtream will be clear ; let the tree be graft- 
ted, and the fruit will be tetter ; the hypo- 
crite like a glowworm makes a great ſhew 
1n a dark. night, but if you xe her, ſhe 
yields neither fire nor heat ; I have read of 
a Roman Senatour, that. was giving audience 


| toan Embaſladour, but. beholding his co- 


loured hair, and painted face, ſaid, whatſfince- 
Tity -can we expe from theſe men, whoſs 
very locks, and looks, and lips do lie? ſq 
thele mens Tooks, and wards , and aftions 
lie, and ſhew that outwardly that 15not 1n- 
wardly there-in the heart : hypocriſy .may 
be ſpun. with a, fine thread, x 6 it can - be 
hardly diſcerned in the ſtuff, . but uſually it 


is ſeen in the wearing, for .uſually-it is not 
durable, neither will it. endure a ſtorm, but 
will ſhrink inthe wetting; will the hypocrite 
pray always ? (faith Fob) intimating, he will 
Si | 7 no 


Upon a faifapple 70 en at the core. 


or ; they are ;ke,the ſhort-winded Bethilj. 
aug! "Efict: after 1 turn or two : fained' Cop 
vittion often. proves unfained apolialy'; thoſe 
that receive not the truth in the* love of" the 
rath, will hardly 'dyefor the. maintenance of 
the rriith”; thoſe that have not! the” root” of 
= miarter in them, will ſoon wither, 1.\/ohz 
© they went, out from z, but they were not 
of to, _ if thiy had been of ts,” they would no 
| t have contruntd, with us, bir they went- Ont 
that they might be made manifeſt” that they were 
nota 48 FR hypocrites are in” the Church 
-: Et among thecorn, and chat amqng 
nor '0r, as a wen or, ulcer on' the 
Ba y 3.,OF 4 wooden leg.; when a ſepera- 
Tiogt 1s made,” the corn is the” better”, and 
The _ never the worſe; the fooliſh vir- 
2 d lamps in their (hands as well” as 
eg but. wihting oyl in"their veſſels, 
&frace' in their hearts, were ſhur out”; thoſe 
th t only. pretend to Yin Fog the power 


to Urzal”; they Farry their own <onderirial 
fo Jut Mow? for if Nero be not good, 
ky C NG hes "pre fefs it ? 1f it be good, why 

rn Fired practice it ? if they © would* not 
have © Free: LE fin! kid; why do they' .lop 


ay 


_ the* bennohts If they" would, why do 

5 6=] icy he? up by the, Toots ? if when 
VER Tay that Gad -would :mortify their fin 
and h al themi'bf their hypocriſy, they would 
not 


dd mo# yg 


p< 
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Upon a fair apple rotten at the. core. 445. 
not have God. hear them,: why,do they;pay.? 
if they would, why. do: they notendeayour 
it as well as beg it ? if hypocriſy. be good,: 
why do they pray, againſt it ? if it -be bad, 
why do they. wittinglyand willingly uſe ir? 
if they would not have the ſtream clean , 
why do they purge it? if they would, why 
do they not clenſe the fountain that; it imay 
be clean ? they ſhould be as they ſeem, / or 
ſcem as they be'; they ſhould practice what 
they, profeſs, or pr ofeſs what they praQtice ; 
7 would ( ſaith God ) ye were either hot or cold; 
he likes not a lukewarm, temper ; their Pro- 
feſſion is but a fantaſtick fire, kindled-5 in 
their own tinder-box: oh my. ſoul, ſee thou 
be ſound at. the heart, that the life of Reli- 
g10n be in thee, and not the dead image ; 
if the heart.be rotten , ſooner or later it: 
will break out into the life ; ſee that there 
be oyl as well as a lamp; and practice as 
well as a profeſſion : oh my God , without 
thine affiltance my heart will. deceiye me: 
Lord , make a heart ſound. in thy ſia-! 
rutes. 
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446 « Howlittle comfort the world 
mong the flowers in the garden ', and a- 
mons the trees of the orchard , ſometimes 
ſolacing my ſelf in the*filent walks there- 
in, ſometimes under the ſhady trees, or in 
the' green alleys, delighting my {elf in rhe 
beautiful aſpe&t ; various forms , fcent and 
ſavours of the flowers, and herbs, and con- 
templating their _vertues and operations , 
which led me by the hand to admire the 
Creators wiſdome and goodnels; to make 
all theſe for the ufe of poor man 3 and -it 


made me conſider, how ill God was requi-_ 


ted by man for all thefe mercies ; and thus 
> TW. my time, ſometimes in reading , 
ſometimes in meditating, and in theſc exer- 
ciſesI continued ; fometimes walking; ſome- 
rimes fitting, ſometimes lying, or 1 {yeh 
poſtures as pleaſed my minde; or ſuited my 
fancy ; ſometimes taking delight 1n hear- 
ing the ſweet ſinging birds, at-other times 
in the cool refreſhing gales' of winde - that 

ntly breathed upon me, -and qualified the 
neat of the day : in a word, ſometimes ta- 
king delight in one thing, ſometimes in-ano- 
ther , till at la& I began to be an hungry; 
and my craving ſtomach ſpoil'd much of the 
delighrand ſatisfaftion that: I had: taken be- 
forein thoſe enjoyments, the pleaſant ſights, 
the ſweet ſmells , the melodious harmony, 


which-before fo pleaſed me, now began to 


glve:me no contentor comfort, my craving 
We ftomac] 
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ads afford without food, 447 


ſtomack ſpoils all the ſport, and all the de- | 


light-vaniſhed ; and although I purpoſely 
propounded' ſeveral delightful objeuts ro my 
ielt-'ro divert my thoughts, yet nothing 
would doit, no meditation would faften, no 


J thoughts fix in my minde, but the. thought 


of meat : This put me in minde of the table 
of Aides, that when he had gotten libert 
of the Gods, to with what he would, wit 
a promiſe that it ſhould: be granted , wiſht 
that all -he toucht ſhould be turned to gold: ; 


which was immediatly done', but when he . 
{| came to eat and to drink, his' meat” and 


drink turned to gold alfo, and fo loft its nu- 
tritive vertue , and ſo in the: midft -of © his 
riches he. was reduced to the greateſt extre- 
mity, and ready to periſh for want'of food, 
and became more miſerable then- the poor- 
elt beggar: I thought with: my felf if that 
which is fabled of him- were-verifyed of me, 


that I were able: my {lf with-my touch to 


# 


turn all thoſe yaetge Sarntn, a. and 


rrees- into gold, yea, the gromiU'T trod-up- 
on, and all. that I did either ſee, or feeh 
how little ſatisfattion would this'bring me 


 without-meat ? one: meals meat would bring 


me- more content in my need; then all: this, 
for- this- would prove buta rich famiſhment; 
oh:.vain man how- apt art thou to thirſt af- 
ter that which can-do thee' no good ,' for 


| this life,” nor-that"to come y and canſt' not 


thow 
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4.48 Flow'little comfort the wortd 
thou content thy {elf without it, though thou 
haſt that which is far better ? oh-bewitch- 
ing gold, with what charms doſt thou in: 
fatuate the minds of men, to doatafter thee; 
When thou: can(t neyer ſatisfy rhe minde or 
{tomack ?.;yet art thou: become the price of 
bloud, yea, the price of ſouls, and many a 
man ſells his {oul to; the devil for thee, to 
five in endleſs, 'eaſeleſs,, and remedilefs tor- 
mhents : I found- by experience that had I 
had all the wealth in! che' world,; andiall the 
goldn the; Z4zes-1n exehange for: my :meat; 
my condition; would have-been worle then 
it is, 'yea-, Worſe then the, pooreſt; beggar 
that goes from-door to door, yea, then that 
of the'pally-flaves in Zurky, and one meals 
meat would do me more good then all this : 
this minded -me of Gods: gaodnels, and-mans 
unthankfulneſs , he gives--us; what-is::neceſ- 
fary. and: ſatisfactory, we thirſt after 'that 
which is neither neceſſary: nor ſatisfactory. : 
From this Conſideration my meditation: a- 

roſe'a' littl@ higher , and-I began to: think 

that food was as neceſſary lor the ſoul as 

- for-the-body, for where life is, there.muft. 
_ be:food to: maintain It:,;-and ſpiritual; life 
Tequires ſpiritual food : 1 began to eonfider 
xvhetheriever I was ſo-ſenfible of:the:want 
ok ſpiritual foo} as: I; was, of: temparal.; 
and, found by: experience; how. vain earthly 

delights werez and how unſatisfaQory: with: 

691! | our 
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cats afford without food, V | - 449 


out food ; but oh how little, yea, too little + 
[ſenſible I am of the want of fpiritual food-; 
how little appetite have I to thathread whiclt 


came down from heaven, - and "that ſizcere 
milk of the word , thatheavenly 1h which 


is daily ſpread about our tents : this 'made 


me alſo conſider ., how it__1s.. with a . poor 
hungring, thirſting,panting ſoul after Chriſt, 
ehgt "crys out, give me Chriſt or elfe-I die, 
and'it is no wonder, that nothing but Chriſt 
can ſatisfy ſuch a .hunger-ſtarved fſoul,, for 
if heither ſweet ſmels, pleaſant' fights, 'de- 
lightful muſick', 'nor any (earthly enjoy; 
ment, nay, gold it ſelf, the quintefcence 


( as'\many imagine) of all _—_— happineſs, - 


can ſatisfy an hungry man withoat meat , 
or a thirfty 'man without drink, ſurely 
then- neither riches nor honours; pleaſures, 
nor/ preferments can fatisfy an hungry foul 
without Chriſt ; for though'the devil. (till 
many that cry for-Chriſt, with the world, 
as a'nurfe doth a childe that crys for gold 
with a 'counter, yet where there is a know- 
ledge ' of the worth of /Chrift , and the 
want of Chriſt, where there hath been 
taſte of Chriſt, he cannot thus delude them - 
an'hnngry man is nat fatisfied with a cake 
of clay ,' nor an hungry foul with a pain- 


ted bible : oh my ſoul, how is it with thee? 


didſt thou ever thus hunger , thus thirſt 
after Chriſt? and-nothing will ſatisfy bur 


Fi Chriſt ; 


- . % 
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50 Upon the worth of meat, 
Chriſt.; doubtleſs God will ſatisfy thy tong- 
ing deſire ; but if thou art. fatisfyed ' with 
any other thing, thy hunger is not right-: 
O.my God, work in , me this parieual ith 
petite.;to. this heavenly food, and then give 
methis bread of lite. f 


 Apa————— pp 


"ma Uponthe worth of meat,. to thoſe that know "We 


96,ed,X X 7 Hen I had well refreſht .my 
CR V / ſelf with meat, after I hat 
been hungry and fainty, I began to know 
the worth of-it by the want of it, I found 
that hunger was, the beſt ſauce, the full ſoul 
( faith Solomon.) loatheth the hony-comb, but to 
the hungry ſoul every bitter thing is ſweet, Pro. 27. 
'7.. this holds true in ſpirituals alo, . that 
which David accounts [weeter then honey. and 
the honey-comb, 1s -now- trampled upon, by 

ul-fed: beaſts, 10 whom fullneſs bath bred 
forgetfulneſs,. and ſaturity ſecurity ; the Pha- 
Tiſees found -no -{weetneſs in Chrifts own 
Sermons ;: nao wonder then if in our times 
. men begin to ſupfet on. the bread of life, and 
loath the word, the honey-comb it {elf, . but 
hunger, ſeaſons, homely .provition,. courie 
fare, doves dung, and: afles heads, as inthe 
ſeige of Samaria: great Hunmades never fared 
. better then 1n his hunger with a poor Shep- 


herd, { 


to theſe that kndiv th? waxy of it. 458 
herd, -with -bread- and water;-and-ofiions 4 
| confidertd- the - proyidetice of Go#'; how 
rielt he was in his -goodaeſs, not- only inf 
giving: life, but-alſo in givieg food tomiins 
tan life, in givifg a ſtomack toreceiveand 
digeſt this food, otherwiſe the choiſeſt food 
would be naufeous, and m giving a bleſſing} 


to this food, and a flutritive/facalty; other- _ 


wile it would''do ' no':800d +;* if 'any; of all 
theſe wete wanting, mats life could not bb 
preſerved';/T conſidered that bread -whichy 
is/ called the fiaffof fe, 2nd'indeed the heifs 
et of all food for the preſttvarion 'of - lifes 
it ſprings odt of the:earrh,a8 all other foot 
doth, and there" can he nothing bat the: 
blefſing of God, 'that differenceth it from'the. 
earth ; now i we ear bread; we are {atify< 
ed, "but if we'edt' carthi' we die ; for God*. 
never bleſſed: the earth; of ipur ſacl a ver 
tue into It a5 'to: nouriſh-us 53'row 1E' 150h-" 
ly ,Gods bleſſings” that difftfences the-'one- 
froth the other in its bo ro - for had 
God beſt the earth to this ttt arid purpoſe; 


- \ 


it would have ſuftained vis #s well' as cortht- 


that ſprings ottt of it, bitt that bleſſing is". + 
denied to the one, which is giver to the'o-- 


ther; the beaſts of rhe field are fed by the 
orals; this will not keep man alive," yea, 
thefferpents' food ſeents toberthe duft, Ge; 

r whatelfe they feed on Tknow riot, 


3.1. 
and it might have-been ours; tad God pleas 


Ry 


452 _. Upon thewworthof mear,' 
ſed; .yea, | eyery /peeics of the creatures, hath 
{ome pecular food appropriated to.it, and 
what 1s ſuitable to one, 15: diſagreeable to 
andther-; now though there be bread pro- 
yided , -it -is. neceſſary there muſt be : life, 
for what good: will food do.in a dead mans 
mouth: ?-yeay /it is neceſſary alſo, that there 
be.aſftomack rightly qualified, for ifthe ſto- 
maok refule: it, it cannot nouriſh, and: all 
theſe are! Gods: gifts; ſome men; we ſee are 
cloathed 'more richly, and fed more dainti- 
ly; they: eat the fat,- and drink the ſweet , yet 
languith for want of health, when others 
are: fat,.'and' well-liking. with, meaner t66d, 
as'Daxizl and his, fellows looked better with 
pulſe rand; water 4. then; others did with: the 
Kings: meat, Par,1 15. itis.a mercy to have 
fpod, and. it:is a,mercy, to. have ftomacks to 
cat. its; and it:1s;ng, leſs a mercy to have the, 
bleſſing of God upon it, that it may nouriſh 
us:::for this-15:0ne of the greateſt outward 
mercies-we'enjoy,.and tends as muchto.our 
qxernal happineſs ;; this minded me; of the 
Apoſtles injunQtion, 1t476;8.pe bronght wothing 
' zuto the; world, and jt is certain we ſhall carry 0+ 
thing :out,: and having food and raymenty let-us 
be; therewith content ; for goalineſs with content 
& great gain; true piety 1s true plenty, it. 1s 
ſtoried /of the. Chaliph of Babilon, thathe:gyas- 
ſhut. up amidſt the infinite treaſures of gd, 
flyer and ' precious ſtones, which . he had. 

(3th © RD Ie. covetouſly 
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zo thoſe that know the want of iti 453) 
covetouſly heaped together, and there yas 
ſtarved-to death, by. the great Cham of Catain; 
who yet willed him to'eat, and. make np; 
ſpare : and.'it. is no ſtrange 'thing, SES. 
and ſilver were never, appointed, or bleſfby 
God for mans fuſtentation'z,food * ali? rays 
ment not junkets, are neceffary ; meat nd 
Urink ( faith rome ) area Chriſtians #ithes; 
and well may we be contenr' with this, 'if 
we knew. the want of it ; many poor*erei- 
tires, yea, . able Chriſtians; betterithen-our 
ſelves, have ſuffered much, in Germany,and 
of late years in Zrelazd, fo thardops, horlts, 
rats ant mice, 'and ſuch like verniinez were 
eſteemed good. food :'in the feige-of Symiyhe, 
there was ſuch a famine,. that, a# afſes rad 
was fold for fourſcore pieces (4 [itvers, kn" the. 
feurth part of a cab of doves ding for five pictes 
of ſilver, . 2 Kin. 6. 25, and in Samara, and 
afterwards in ZFeruſalem, the hards' of the pitt- 
ful women. fod their own children aud eat them, 
theſe were their meat in their afreſs 2 Kin. 6. 
28. Zam.4.10. but blefled be God, | we know 
got want, nor. feel not -ſorrow-; bur” what 
good would all the wealth in the world ds 
us, if we wanted food; ' Jems and Jewels 
would-be little worth, crowns and - bing: 

owes would yield us nocomfort'; bfeae 
would” 'be of more worth' to us: they p 
weight'in gold, yet-without the"bleffing of 
God this would not ſerve our turn, or pre- 


F'f 3 ſerve 
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| 97. Med. V I had been recreating 


my ſelf in the garden, ti- 
red with ſtudyes, and other employments', 
I found ſorhe divettiſement for a while : a- 


 mong the various ——_—— ' that. there: of- 


fered themſelves: to my lences, . and 1ugbzar 
the bow that was beginning to grow wealr, 
through over-1ntent {tudies, and: other. imi- 
ployments : I-paſſed the 'time for : a- ſeaſoh 
in the viewing and obſerving ..of- Natures 
garden,, not without ſome: delightful” ob- 
lervations , :but_ at laft , night approach- 
ed 'and' my pleaſures began to: vanifh: : 'The 
birds which before delighted my ears with 
their: melodious harmony, were now gone 
to reſt,. and thoſe-herbs and flowers, which 
before delighted my fences now diſappea- 
Ted, and their various colours:, forms. and 
{ſhapes could not be diſtinguiſhed; but were 
all died in one fable colour, ' for univerſal 
darkneſs had ſpread her ſable mantle :over 


all, andevery thing was ſtained in the ſame 
 die-fat, and I was left alone, though '3n the. 


mid... of company, deprived of thedelights 
which before I -had , the: cold air began 'to 
pierce me, and the croaking frogs and 

todds which all this while had lid thent- | 
ſelves frotn'my fight, were now crept forth 
* —_ 7 2 and 


—rrrr tn 


—_——— —} 
w—_ — 
—— 


Px EE ea Ragyongy 
$ 


456 Theworld is not a reſt ing-place. 


lodged there, and bats and owls, thoſe birds 
of the night, were my companions ;. this 
made me' to conſider, how unpleaſant this 


had-in the world for my body, would be 
to me at this time , had I no other habita- 
tion, and how unpleaſant the night would 
be to-me :. here I lay open” to winde and 
weather, liable to be wet with the dew of 
heaven, and was like to have the air for my 
ſupper, and with #acob a ſtone for my pil- 


4 }. cforget it, the great goodneſs of God' to the 
eoll 
{« 4«x1hine upon them; one ſun makes a day, but 
5a but what a mercy 1s it then, when the ſux 
dA . 
me ,, made me pitty many» poor creatures 
ople:that in the winter: ſeaſon ſuffer much, 
Te mot to be'pittied , correction is a: fitter 
ped an 


-{:9uſt and to the unjuſt , to cauſe his ſun to 
Fare *he moon and all the ſtars make but a night, 
T joe". of righteouſneſs arileth with healing in his wings ? 
5 Thc unpleaſantneſs of the preſent ſeaſon to 
| yok 
+, -,that, are neceſſarily expoſed to theſe ,- and 
Fs NG theſe hardſhips , as ſouldiers 
bo ging in the fields, yea, many wandring 

As/ tor thoſe that defignedly endure this life, 
ather.,then..expoſe themſelves to labour, 
bt 
2372dalve for their ſore : but there are many a- 
Bec. impotent, lame; and unable , that 
5. 4hould: be. better cared for, and I _— 
SEES: 6 | _ 


and were like to be my bed-fellows, if I | 


= of delights, the greateſt recreation I | 


low ; I conſidered now, though Itoo often 
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| hath a controverſy with-the nation upon this» 


' thankfulne(s might provoke God to mak&y27” 
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account 3 . this conſideration driven up to th& gi 
head, made me bleſs God this was not my rot 
condition, and to fear leſt my fins and un&7;$1 


[2 
, 


it my condition : This raiſed my meditag#7F25 
tiona little higher , and I thought with my-/%;,#%; | 
{elf, if this garden, this place of delights ts het 

Daren S 4 


be no comfortable abiding-place for the bo wy 
dy when night comes, ſure then the worlds 1 
is no reſting-place for the ſoul, for death+ 4-2 
w1ll come : here in the day-time of life mand, #* Gl 
may take ſome delight, but the night will come&&44. 
when 0 m4 can work , and when all theſeh yt} 
things ſhall vaniſh, I muſt ſeek out. for#:5f4c.Þ 
ſome better ſhelter, ſome better lodging,” * | 
{ome better reſting-place for my ſoul : whe m wy 
night comes, and the ſun 1s ſet upon 'me,* Þ} 
all theſe delightful objets will be gone , 
will forſake me, and hide their heads, and 
they will yeeld no delight , no comfort or 
refreſhment ; crowns and kingdoms , dirt 
and dung, will then be valued alike, anda 
piece of lead will be as good as a piece of 
gold, or an heap of diamonds ; theſe out- 
ward things can afford neither food nor 
phyſick, neither lodging nor entertainment, 
neither pleaſures nor profit , to the wea 

ſoul ; theſe earthly tabernacles ere long will 
be diſſolved, and theſe houſes of. clay, will 
moulder into duſt, 2 Cor. 5.1. and what 
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ſhall we then do, if we are no better pro- 
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_ vided ? the ſoul here wears the body as a 


carment, which when 1t 15 worn out, . the 


ſaints ſhall have a better ſuit, they ſhall be 


choathed with the Lord Feſus Chriſt ; death will 
not ſpare the beſt, there is no coming to 
paradice but- under - the flaming {word of 
this guardian that ftands at the porch , no 
wiping all tears from our eyes , but with 
our winding-ſheet ; aſſurance of Gods love 
makes a man even willing to die, but the 
cock on the dunghill knows not the worth 
of this jewel; oh the blindneſs, madneſs , 
and ſtupidity of man, whoſe care 1s to late 


himſelf with . thick clay, and to take care what 


he ſhall eat, or what be ſhall drink, or where- 
withall he ſhall be cloathed, and makes no pro- 
vition-for the ſoul, but depends upon that 
for comfort , that can do no, good when 
maſt need is ; they can provide in the day 
for the night, in the ſummer for the win- 
ter,, 0n the market-day for the whole week, 
and at a Fair for the whole year . and yet 
make no proviſion in life for death , or in 


* . time for eternity : if a cceleſtial habitation be 


not provided againſt thoſe houſes of clay,, our 
bodies, wherein the ſoul lodgeth as 'a tenant 
at will, be diſſolved, our lodging will be worſe 


thenwith toads' and ferpents, even with the _ 


devil and his angels, in endleſs, caſeleſs, and 


remedileſs torments : oh my ſoul how fares - 


It 
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itwith thee, or what preparation-haſt thou 


| made? long it cannot be before night comes, 


where then will be thy lodging ?.. the earth 
then will be to thee as the waters to /oahs 
dove, thou wilt findeno reſt here for the ſole 
of thy foot; it is in heaven 7hat the wepry be at 
reſt, Fob. 3.17. oh my God, enable. me to 
clear up my intereſt in Chriſt, who is the 0n- 
ly ſanQuary for a troubled ſoul. 


_— _— — —— —_ 


Upon ſickneſs ſpoiling all earthly delights. 


o08.Med. Hen 1 had fitted things to m 

? VV fines and began xa. at as. 
light in the works of my hands, when I be- 
oanto ſing a requiemto my ſelf, and my heart 
( with Solomons ) rejoyced in all my labour, Eccl. 
2.10. yea, when I had promiſed my ſelf con- 
tent in what T had done,] was ſuddenly forced 
to ſay with wiſe Solomon, Eccleſ. 14. behold all is 
vanity aud vexation of ſpirit ; nothing in them- 
ſelves, yet ſufficient to vex and perplex us ; fin 
hath produced a confufion in the world, and 
ſtampt vanity upon the creature, every 1a 
( faith David ) in his beft eſtate # altogether 
vanity ; this is the impartiall verdi& brought 
in by-one that could" beſt tell, and to this T 
was forc't to ſubſcribe, for God immediatly 
humbled me for ſetting my affteQion upon 
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of them, by viſiting me wich afit of ſickneſs ; 
thatI was taken off trom ſetting my delight , 


ortaking ſatis{ation 1n or upon them, or ta- 


King any pleaſure in any - thing that I had 
done, nay, 1 was troubled thatT had not ſpent 
my time better, and thatI had not planted , 
ſet, or ſown ina more fertile ſoil, where 7 
might haye expected a more plentiful en- 
creaſe, and had a better crop: this providence 
ſeemed to {peak to me, as Chriſt did-to the 
rich man, Zak. 12.16. &c. that ſet his heart 


on his riches, and was z0t rich t0.God ; thou fool, 


this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and ther 
whoſe zre theſe? this ſhewed me more of the 
vanity of humane fflicity, then' I had before 
obſerved; I plainly faw. there was a doubte 
uncertainty in all earthly felicity, and in ſfub- 
lunary enjoyments, for they themſelyes are 
very uncertain, and many times ſhort-lived, 
and may1eave us, or we may by death be ar- 
reſted, and-then we ſhall leave them ; God 
lometimes takes them from us, they take them- 
ſelves wings and fly away, and ſhall we ſet our eyes 
#por things that are not ? Pro.23.5. there is ng 
Jolid ſubſtance in them, though the fooliſh 
world call it by that name ; they areas tranſi- 
tory asa haſty headlong torrent, but if they 


remain weſhall remove ; for our life paſſeth a- 


way asa ſhadow, or poſt, or weavers ſhuttle, 
and continueth not, and then- thoſe winged 
fouls that now ſit upon our trees, ſhall ſit up- 
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Upon ſickneſs ſpoiling all earthly aelights.” 461 
on other mens , ſometimes God blows uport 
them, andblaſts them, that though we doen- 
joy them, they _— but a vexation to us :* 
ſometimes he diſables us to uſe them, and 
ſometimes imbitters them to us, mixing them 
with gall and wormwood, that we can finde 
nopleaſure in them, and afſuredly they will 
dous little good, when we have moſt need ; 
{uppole a manto have what the world can af- 
ford, yea, all the delights of the ſons of men, yea, 
all that his heart can wiſh, as Se/omon had, 
cc, 2.27.yet one hours ſickneſs ſpoils all his 
mirth, and robs him of all the comfort he pro- 
miſed to himſelf; one fit of the collick, gout, 
ſtrangury, or other raging pain, yea, the:ex- 
tream pain of an aking tooth, puts a man. be- 
fides all theſe his enjoyments ; yet how gree- - 
dily do men graſp atter the'world, as if it in- 
. cluded the higheſt degree of happineſs, and 

hug it in their boſome, and lodge it neareſt tg 
the heart, which will prove no better, - nay, 
much worſe-then a buſh of thorns, if graſpt- 
too hard: ſ{othis, the harder it is handled the 
worſe it-hurts ; oh foliſh man, cannot theſe 
earthly enjoyments give eaſe to an aking 
head,.or heart,? can they not mitigate the 
pains of the gout; collick, ſtone, or ſtrangury, 
andcanit be imagined they can eaſe the con- 
ſcience, or cure a ſinfick ſoul ? if not, what. 
good can they do it ? could Zudas, Achitophel, 
Sira and others, fetch any comtort here in 
2 | their 


” 2 Upon ſickneſs ſpoiling allearthly delights. 


their extremity, no, no, they are like' Fs - 


friends, miſerable comforters at ſuch a time 3 
what good will-gold do at death, and' judg- 
Ment? this coin 1s not currant in the'other 
world, nay, in this world it brings little con- 
tetit, if God frown : ifone ſpark of hell-fire 
flaſh in the conſcience; all theſe things can- 
not extinguiſh it ; one drop of it will mar a 
wholecup of earthly delights 57hat i the midſt 
of Ianghter the heart will be ſorrowful, "and the ena 


_ of that mirthwill be heavineſs, -Pro. 14. 13. #ulls 


eſt ſincera voluptas ; wicked men may dance to 
the timbrel and harp, but ſuddenly they turn 
into hell, Z0b. 21. 12, x3: and their merry 
 danceends in a miſerable downfall ; the can- 
ale of the wicked ſhall out in a ſnuff, and what will 
all theſe-outward enjoyments ſignify then ? 
Fobs flower, Fonahs gourd, and Davids green 
bay-tree, will ſoon wither, and their beauty 
will fade : all theſe things will leave us af' 
death,, many times before : how much need 


' - _ then have we to make preparation' before- 


hand of ſomething that will ftand us inſtead? 
This ſickneſs of mine alſo taught me how: un- 


fit a time this was for repentance, and yet how' 


many poſtit off till then ? oh, how unfit was I 
to examine my heart, and call my fins to 
minde , to _ of them, when- racking 
pains brought ſuch a confuſion upon me, thar 
my thoughts were diſtempered and diftrafted, 
_ and could not keep my heart intent upon 

_— | . any 


1 any thing, whenall I could do was little & 
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nough to wraſtle with my diftemper' ; this 
made me reſolve, and oh that 1 could hold on . 
my reſolution, if ever I recovered, I would 
remember my Creatour in the days of my 
health : oh my ſoul, ſeeing theſe outward 
things can do thee little good., bur if over- 
loved will do thee much hurt, fet but-a little 
value upon them, there is a treaſure to be had | 
that will hold out, and pleaſures that will en- | 
dure, which will keep up the head above was 
ter, under ſickneſs, forrow, and death 5 1a- 
bour for this, but ro ſpend time on that which 
one hours ſickneſs will put: us: beſides, it is | 
but labour loſt : oh my God, giveme thar for | 
my portion, that will bearup my head, and 
heart, not only in ſickneſs, but indeath it felf. 


——_—_— hb —— 


Upon arainy ay. port | 


99. Med.. | — a-rainy: and yery tempeſtuous - 
1 A day; being driven into the houſe 
by the violence-of the ſtorm; and the rempeſt 
proving foviolent & furious, that the houſe it ; 
felfcould haiidly-ſecure me; from the-fury of 
it : This mage mecconſider what a mercy it | 
was-1.fuch a:tcaſom to have a retiring place 
for ſhelter, and how uncomfortable it would 
haye been to me, had Tbeen forc't to have born 
the brunt of this raging ſtorm, and yet _ 
IttiE 
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| 464: Upon a rainy Hay. | 
| little do we value theſe mercyes when we 
know not the want ofthe, and how- few re- 
turn praiſe to God that hath given us houſes 
that we builded not, and vineyards: that we planted 


ot. Dex. 6. 11. ſaturity oft breeds fecurity , 


and fulneſs forgetfulneſs, the moon at the full 
is furtheſt from the ſun;\ and ofttimes fuffers 
ecclips by the interpoſition of rhe earth , and 
ſo weare ofttimes like Zeſurin-that waxed: fat 
ard kicked, or like full-fed hawks, that will not 
know their maſter; neither do we pitty thoſe 
thatwanthouſes, or whole houles at leaſt are 
notable to ſecure them,or keep-them dry ; this 
put me in minde: to bleſs my God -that had 
made fuch a. comfortable proviſion for-me, 
that I feldom ſuffered upon this account, and 
to condole thoſe whoſe condition was other- 
wiſe, I conſidered how g1eat a mercy rain and 
waters were, that neither man, nor beaſt, 
nor tree, nor plant, that neither the rational, 
the ſenſitive, nor- vegetative creature, could 
| fabfiſt, orlivewithout it, and/how dear and 
precious it wasto the Patriarks of old, and in 
many places of the world at this day; how 


ſcarce it was with the /raelites in the wilder- 


neſs, yea,' was , and tn many places 1s. their 

conſtant, it not only drink, and many thou- 

ſands have periſhed for want of it, and how it 

would be prized of us did we want it ;. yea , 

how often when the ſhowers of heaven are re- 

trained, do our fields languiſh, and the _ 
| 0 
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of tlie carth fail, and yer who is it that is 
thankful, when God gives us th? former and 
the latter rain in its ſeaſon? and yet how much 
are we engaped to God, in Zyglandaboye ma- 
ay other places ? we ſeldom are reduced to 
{uch ſtraits as others are, for want of water, . 
but have abundance of freſh rivers, brooks; © 
and torrents, yea, ſprings and ponds in moſt 
parts of the land; that man nor beaſt ſeldome 
want it 5 how would fucha mercy be prized 
in many places of the world? and yet chodght 
water be fuch a mercy; when it is abuſed God 
can turn it into a judgement : he drowned the 
old world with it, and overwhelmed the 
£2 yptians 1n the Red Sea, and many times in 
thoſe Northern climats, he puniſhes as with 
immoderate rain , and ſhowers, which oft- 
times proves the cauſe of ſcarcity and want, 
thereby teaching us, that the greateſt out- 
ward bleſſings, rf abuſed, may be turned in- 
to curſes, and a fruitful land made barren for. the 


wickedneſs of " e that dwell therein, Pſal.107. 34. 


Having ſpent ſome time on theſe conſiderati- 
ons, theftorm continuing; the preſent provi- 
dence brought to my minde the words of S9- 


lomon; Pro. 19. 13.4 foolſh ſon is the calamity of by 


his father, and the contentions of a wife are a conti- 
wnal dropping; Pro. 2.7. 15. 4 continual dropping 
715 4 very rainy day, and a contentions woman are a- 
like : &c. this 1s like a tempeſt in the heaven, 
moſt troublefome, and _ dangerous; when, 
BEL Gsg | " 


466 . Upon a rainy day. 


a.man comes home tired, with his labourand 
travail, and expeQs refreſhing at, his own 
houſe, -and there is entertained, either with 
the continual dropping of rain upon his head, 
or with an unbridled ſcolding tongue of an 

unreaſonable wife, both are troubleſome, both 
 areuncomfortable, a crols grained content1- 
ous yoak-fellow , wherher man or woman, 
lowers all the comforts of life, and renders 
that relation the .moſt troubleſome, and un- 
comfortable of any in the world, which would 
otherwiſe be the ſweeteſt and moſt delightful 
of all others : hence ſaith Soloxron, 7t is better 
live in a corner on the hoaſe-top, then with a braw- 
ling woman ina wide houſe, Pro. 21- 19. a man 
had better abide abroad expoſed to winde and 
weather, or crib himſelfup in any little an- 
gle or corner, then live with a contentious 


woman, that is ever brawling and brangling, 


for {uch turn coxjuginm into cnjurgium, marri- 
age into.mar-age, and inſtead of love and amit 
cacy promote {trite and emnity , and multi: 
ply curſes inſtead ofprayers ; The marriage- 
relation 1s the moſt deſirable , or the moſt de- 
teſtable, of all others; none is more delight- 
ful where love and unity is, none 1s more hate- 
. ful where ſtrife and contention , envy and ha- 
tred bears the {way ; and as family-peace is a 
deſirable bleſſing , and family-jarsan unſuffe- 
Table torment; ſ, peaceamong neighbours is 
a.mercy, and the contrary a lorejudgement 
ba | Tee but 
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Upon a rainy day. 467 
but many like the Selamander live in the fire, 
they love tofoment jars and contentions, and 
are never {o —_ as when they are ſowing 
diſcord , or working miſchief, Pro. 26. 21. 
as coals are to burnivg coals , and wood FO fire, [o 1s 

 acontentions man to kindle ſtrife ; man y men are 
like mad dogs, they ſnarl atall, and would if 
they could bite all, and make them as mad as 
themſelves, ſome contentious Chriſtiansalſo 
there are that in this fire burn and conſume 
their graces, not their vices ; theſe grow in 0- 
*pinions and flouriſh with theſe leaves,leldome 

' 1n grace, for their fruit is ſeldom ſeen, or it 1s 
bitter and unſ{avoury ; they are ready to dif- 
roab all others of their graces that attain not 
to the ſame pitch of opinion with themſelves, 
but the Church 1s little 'beholding to them, 
whoſe zeal ſets all into a combuſtion 7 but a- 


a mans conſcience is moſt to be defired , yea, 
abſolutely neecflary, which cannot be had, 
till we break our peace with ſin, and: ſatan: 
oh my ſoul, ſtudy peace with all men, and ho- 
lineſs, without which you ſhall never ſee God ;;, 


with thy God ; and if.thy ways pleaſe him, 
thy enemy ſhall be at peace with thee : oh my 
God, let not the devil by his wiles nor the 
world by her frowns or {miles make me break 
my peace with thee. 


Gg 2 UYpan 


TR” 


erence mm 


- bove all peace,peace with God,and peace with _ 


ſtudy peace with thy relations, but eſpectally'# 
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Upon cold v7nter-weather. 


200.Mfed. FN ſtormy cold iand winter-wea- 
| | L ther, when the fields were unkt 


for aQtjon; and the husbandman was retired | 


into his cell, asthe Souldier into his winter- 
Gariſon, I conſidered haw neceſſary , how 
deſirable, how delightful, a dry houſe, fire, 
food, clcathing, lodging, and other necefſa- 
Ties were, to cheriſh and nouriſh, and ſhelter 
us from the violence of the cold, and how un- 
pleaſant itwas for man or beaſt to be abroad in 
the fields, and how unſuitable for action 
therethis ſeaſon was ; then conſidered I the 
folly of thoſe that made not preparation for 
Nckin ſ{eafon, thatthoſe luggiſhly paſs away 
the Summer-ſ{eaſon that-1s Dr ation in the 
field, and made no preparation inthe harveſt, 


and ſoaredeftitute. of food, of fewel, and o- 
therineccfaries, to make their lives comforta- 
__ ble inthe winter; for thoſe the holy Ghoſt 
ſends to fchool to the antor piſinire, Pro,'6. 6." 


tothe ant thou flupgard, 'confider her ways and 


2 wife, which having nognide, overſeer. or rater, 


 pravideth her meat in the ſunamer, and gatheroth 


ber food in the harveſt: poor man that was once 


captain in-Gods ſchool is now turned! down 
.Ipto the loweſt form, and to be taughtby the 
meaneſt creatures; ſometimes to the'birds,and 
{9 the lillies of the field, that opened 
ki X |  _ giving 


yo? 
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Upon cold winter-weather. 469 
divine providence, ſometimes to the oxe and 
tothe aſs, to learn dependence, and here to 
the a»t, to learn diligence : theſe youu Crea- 
tures'may bc called /ay-mens books, for in them 
they may learn their duty, and not as many 
do is djemzvivere, as'the fouls of theair co : 
we ſhould learn dependence of them, but a 
provident care muſt be had, as one faith, ze 
promms ſit fortior condo, that our laying: out be 
not more then our layings up; there isa Care 
of the head lawful, but 1t is the care of the 
heart rhat is forbidden ; a care of diligence 
there may be, a care of diffidence there muſt 
not be ; but ſome fail on the one hand, fome 
on the other, and it is hard to walk in the di- 
re& road : Ialfopitied thoſe that wanted the 


neceſſaries Tenjoyed, and could nottell how 
to: prepare them, 'when all their diligence 
and- induſtry fell ſhort of neceſfaries ; as there 


are too many poor families amongſt us, which 
ſhould be looked 


A7zt. 25.41. Tthen called to minde the eſtate 


of poor Chriſtians in Zrelazd, itt the. begin; 
ning of the rebellion ; 'that were ſaddenly_ 
ſtript ofall, turned out naked and' hungry , 
expoſed ta winde and weather, to fiunger ahd 
cold, to froſtand ſnow, to. the loſs of many 


thonſands of their Irves, and to very much 
fardſhip tothoſe that eſcaped; this example 


<7 * = Er ne ae ven een ren 


penn 


after, and I fear. God will 
look after thoſe ſtewards he hath intrufted to , * 
feed them,and they negle& it; ſee” Mar.24.48. . 
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470 Upon cold winter weather. 
on the one ſide, diſcovered to me what inju- 
Ties and wrongs, what hardſhip and miſeries 
poor creatures may.be expoſed to ; how un- | to 
certain theſe tranſitory enjoyments are, and | ih 
how ſoon they may be loſt, and for ought I | w: 
know this may be my own condition, how | pr 
ſoon T know not, and what would I. then | an 
pivetobe in ſuch a condition that I nowam, | bl: 
although it be not altogether free from ſome | th 
troubles and hardſhip? it minded mealſoon | th 
the other ſide, of the cruelty of bloud-thirſty | on 
enemies, and what we may expe& from them, | er 
fever wefall into their hands, or lie at their | tic 
Mercy ; andthis made me admire Gods good- | 
nefs to this nation in general, and tomy ſelf | hc 
in particular, that it 1s ſo well with us as it | 10 
1s, yea this conſideration made me more con- | ve 

. tented with my condition then before, and | gc 
tobleſs God that he had-made ſuch plentiful | tÞ 
pamoon for me, that had deſerved ſo little at | 2s 

is hands; when he ſuffered thoſe Worthys | 91 

. of whom the world was not worthy, to have | a! 
_ triall of cruell mockings and ſcourgings, yea, more- | te 
over of bonds and impriſonments, they were ſtoxed, th 
ſawn in L_ , were tempted, were ſlain with | N 
the ſword, they wandred about in ſheep-ckins, and | 0 
goat-skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, and tormen- | N 
ted, of whom the world was nat worthy, they wan- | Ul 
dered in deſarts, and in mountains, and in dens | 1 
end caves of the earth, Heb. 11.36. I conſidered a 

_ thatthough the enjoyment of theſe things be | ia 
no 
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Upon told winter weather. 47t 
. | no certain-{ign of the love of God, yet are i 
| they great engagements to engage the heart | 
to God;.and they are much too blame,. yea , | 
ſhall give a ſevere account , that willtull 
waſte or abuſe them in drunkennels, rams -4 
pride; prodigality, gaming, whoring, or | 
any other vicious courſes, yea, they are too | 
blame that withhold good from the owners 
thereof, or detain the poors portion from 
them, to whom it is due; Thele conſiderati- 
ons had, I raiſed-my Meditations a little high- 
er, and conſidered, that ifan earthly habita- 
t10n be ſo neceſſary in winter for the body, to 
ſhelter it from the violence of- the weather, 
how neceſſary then will an habitation for the | 
ſoul be, againſt theſe houſes of clay be diſol- | 
ved, to keep off the ſtorms of divine ven- 
geance? for what will become of thoſe then 
that have nothing to ſhelter them, or asgood | 
as nothing, the garments of their own righte- | 
ouſneſs, which are too ſhort to cover them, | 
and tuo thin to defend them, and cannot ſhel- | 
ter the ſoul from divine vengeance, no better | 
then a ſpiders web can the body from a can- | 
nogballet, theſe doubtleſs are bad husbands | 
for the foul, though they may have care e- | 
nough of the body : oh my ſoul, what condi- 
tion doſt thou ſtand in, in reference to eter- 
| nity. ? thou haſt been oftey ſummoned by 
death, and ſometimes made to look 1t in the 
tace, and yct thy days, with HHezekzahs are 
| | lengrhened 
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5 472  Uponcoold winter-weathey. 
Jengthened out, and God hath givenzthee 
- more titneto do thy work in-; what prepata-! 
tion haſt thou made for it ? haſt thou provi-/ 
ded ati habitation againſt thou ſhalt be turned; 
| ohbt+of this houſe. of clay ? haf thou cleared] 
=p up thy evidence for heaven and thy title to 
F glory ? if not, give thy {elf noreft till thy 
awork be done, for then, and not" till then, 
| thou wilt be fit dodye:1it is not a bare pro-| 
fefſton thatwill ſerve thy turn, the ror of the 
quatter muſt bein thee, Fob. 19..28. a profeſſion 
; without praCtiſe will do thee no good ; oh tny 
' — Gad without thy divine affiſtance I ſhall mit- 
_ _ . earry, and withouta lamp. lighted by thy ho- 
Iy ſpirit, I ſhall never finde out. the deceits 
| thatarein my own heart 3 Lord, grant that 
| theſe my Meditations may be beneficial to my 
| ſelf and others, that they may never riſe upin 
| ' judgment againſt me another day, <fmen. 
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